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The significance of affections

described as “the wife of the Lamb” (Rev. 21:9).

This identification expresses the intimate love
relationship Christ has with His church. The church iden-
tified as the body expresses /ife. The church identified as
a building expresses God’s dwelling place. The church
identified as branches in the Vine expresses fruitfulness.
There are many different ways the church is identified, but
the final identification of the church in the Bible is the
bride. Ultimately, the peak of God’s work over His people
is a bride characterized by a pure and intimate love (Rev.
22:17), a bride filled with affections for her Bridegroom
(John 3:29-30). This revelation causes us to pay close
attention to the place affections have in our experience of the
Lord. The preparation of the bride highlights the significance
of bridal affections.

Indeed, when the Lord was asked what is the great
commandment in the law, He answered in Matthew 22:37-
38 with words that focus on our affections: *” “Jesus said
to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 3® This
is the first and great commandment.” Thus, the supreme
place for the love of God to be found is in our affections.
Heart, soul, and mind summarize the totality of our affec-
tions. God’s love needs a place for expression. That place
designated by God is our affections with our heart, soul,
and mind. The affections of our heart is where Christ
desires to make home in us (Eph. 3:17). The affections of
our heart is what directs us (Matt. 6:21-23), and the
affections of our heart is what flows out of us in worship
and praise to God (Eph. 5:18-19).

T he bride revealed in the Book of Revelation is

Affections and source

The main thing in understanding affections is to see
that affections have a source. Affections do not exist in a
vacuum; affections proceed from a source. What source
we live by will determine the kind of affections we have.
Before we are saved we only have one source — the flesh
(John 3:6a; Rom. 8:8). From that source proceeds the
works of the flesh” (Gal. 5:19-21). The flesh produces
corrupt affections (Gal. 6:8a). However, the moment we
are saved and Christ comes to live in us, we then have two
sources. The new source is the spirit (John 3:6b). From
this source proceeds the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).
The Spirit produces bridal affections (Gal. 6:8b). Now,
day by day we are learning to make choices that sow unto the
Spirit in order to reap the affections proceeding from the life
of God.

Itis no wonder that the Bible has so much to say about
living and walking according to Spirit (Rom. 8:4-6; Gal.
5:25). There is no other source for my being. I have amind,
I have feelings, I have a will. I have to say to this mind,
emotion, and will, “You are not my source. [ have another
source formy life. Mind! —you have a source. Don’t forget
that. Feelings! — youhave a source. Don’t forget that. Will!
— you have a source. Don’t forget that.”

God Himself becoming incarnated in Christ (John
1:14; Rom. 8:3) and becoming a life-giving Spirit (1Cor.
15:45) joined to our spirit (1 Cor. 6:17) is now and forever
our source. This is where we touch, where we call, where
we drink, where we interact, where we draw from to be a
person having transactions with God in the Spirit. For
example, we see something in ourselves so poor, so
contrary, so rebellious, so corrupt in our affections, and
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knowing that at the same time we are not the source to
change our condition. What do we do? How do we handle
our contrary self?

In the middle of many conflicting thoughts and scat-
tered emotions, we need a point of reference — something
solid we can lay hold of. At that moment we need to call
upon His name to have a fresh transaction with our source.
Not as [saiah 64:7, says, “And there is no one who calls on
Your name, who stirs himself up to take hold of You.”
Calling upon the name of the Lord stirs us up to take hold
of our source. We need a Spirit-transaction with the words
of Ezekiel 36:26-27: 2“I will give you a new heart and put
anew spirit within you; / will take the heart of stone out of
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. ¥’ I will put My
Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and
you will keep My judgments and do them.” Interaction
with the realm of the Spirit will usher us into the source of
bridal affections. It’s aplace of rest where God is doing the
work to take away our stony heart and cause us to walk in
His way. Bridal affections come from many Spirit-trans-
actions day by day (2 Cor. 4:16).

The way bridal affections are produced becomes of
major consequence. And many times it takes a long time
— over one thing — two things — or a hundred things —
to learn that we are not the source. He is the source. So
instead of striving with our failing self, we need to double
our enjoyment of drawing near to God and being supplied
from the source of the God of all grace.

The anatomy of affections

To thoroughly understand the nature of our affections
we need to consider the various aspects of affections. In
other words, examine the anatomy of affections. In the
New Testament there are a few Greek words that are used
to convey the thought of affections. One of the primary
words isphronema (opévnua), usually translated“ mind,”
or “minding.” However, this New Testament word, ac-
cordingtotheGreek lexicons, mustincludetwo additional
thoughts — 1) phronema includes not only the mind, but
the combination of mind, emotion, and will. 2) Phronema
also signifies the inclination, bent, and direction of the
mind, emotion, and will — that is, the attitude and affec-
tions of the heart.

A literal Englishtranslation of thiswordinitsverbal
and noun forms is found in Romans 8:5-6: *For those
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit, the things of the Spirit. ® For the mind of the flesh
is death, but the mind of the Spiritislifeand peace.” The
old King James Version translates it, “To be carnaly
minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.” Many other English trandations have attempted
to capture this thought in different ways. The American
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Sandard Version trandlates verse 6, “ For the mind of the
fleshisdeath; but the mind of the Spiritislife and peace.”
The Concordant Literal New Testament trandl atesit, “ For
the disposition of the flesh is death, yet the disposition of
the spirit is life and peace.” The Emphasized Bible by
Rotherham translates the same verse, “For what is pre-
ferred by the flesh is death, whereas what is preferred by
the spirit islife and peace.” The embedded trandationin
the ICC Commentary by Sanday and Headlam seeks to
bring out the rich thoughts in Romans 8:5-6:

5 “ These two modes of life [flesh and Spirit] are

directly opposed to one another. If any man gives

way to the gratifications of sense, then these and
nothing else occupy his thoughts and determine
the bent of his character. And on the other hand,
those who let the Holy Spirit guide them fix their
thoughtsand affectionsonthingsspiritual. ® They
areopposedintheir nature; they areopposed al so

in their consequences. For the consequence of

having one’ s bent towar ds the things of the flesh

is death—both of soul and body, both here and

hereafter, just asto surrender one’ sthoughtsand

motives to the Spirit brings with it a quickened
vitality through the whole man, and a tranquilliz-

ing sense of reconciliation with God.”

All of the above translations attempt to capture the
depth of the Greek word phronema used by Paul. In
summary, phronema means the inclination, bent and
direction of the mind, emotion, and will. Or, in other
words, it refersto the tendency of all the faculties of our
heart and soul. It was thiskind of experience that deeply
touched me when | first became a Christian. When my
spirit was regenerated my heart and tendencies spontane-
ously changed. | preferred reading the Bible to other
things. | knew what happened to me was real because
inwardly my tendencies and affections were different, in
new directions.

Determining our tendencies and affections

“Tendency” indicates an inherent proneness for a
particular kind of thought or action. This is exactly what
happens to us when the faculties of our hearts find their
source — the Spirit. We find an inherent proneness in our
being toward the things of God. With this understanding
of'the Greek word, Romans 8:5 can be literally translated,
“For those who are according to the flesh find their
tendencies on the things of the flesh, but those who are
according to the spirit find their tendencies on the things
of the Spirit.” If our source is according to the flesh, we
will find a proneness and tendency toward the things of the
flesh. If on the other hand, our source is according to the
spirit we will find a proneness and tendency toward the
things of the Spirit. In other words, it is our source that
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determines our tendency and affections. Thus, the kind of
tendencies and affections that dominate us are basically
symptoms of what source our being is according to—flesh
or Spirit. Since after regeneration we have two sources, it
makes a big difference what source we choose to live by.

For example, if I’'m a believer who is according to the
flesh most of my days, weeks, and months, and if I’'m a
person neglectful to spend time in fellowship with the
Lord, then I, by choice, am reproducing the tendencies of
independence from God in my living and relationships.
What is our inner being according to? Where is our heart’s
treasure in daily life? This will determine the kind of
tendencies and affections we have.

Consider another example — you wake up in the
morning, and the first thing in your heart is, “God, today
You’re my source. You’re my supply. Be my life today.”
You make a choice to open yourself to the Lord. That
choice becomes a Spirit-transaction while waking up in
the morning. You may even find yourself beginning to
sing, “In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I
rise...giveme Jesus!” Just think about it— your openness
and choice connected you with the willingness of the spirit
(Matt. 26:41), which in turn began to determine for the day
the tendencies and affections of your heart.

Or, another example — you get hit broadside with a
thought, with a reasoning, with something that seems to
take your mind way down the street before you even have
a chance to get out of bed. When that happens, you find
yourself in the midst of the battle that Paul speaks of in
Galatians 5:17, “For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one
another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.”
Now, what do you do? Again, you have a source to handle
these kind of battles — 2 Chronicles 20:15 says, “The
battle isnot yours, but God’s.” Y ou can honestly acknowl-
edge the tendency of that “other source” by singing,
“Prone to wander, Lord I feel it. Prone to leave the God I
love,” and at the same time not identify yourself with that
crucified realm (Gal. 5:24-25). Don’t fight, feed, or in-
dulge the crucified realm. Leave it in oblivion. You don’t
owe anything to it (Rom. 8:12). Simply turn your heart and
call His name, “Jesus!” Say, “Thank You that You’re my
source, not these thoughts and reasonings.” Don’t walk
around it trying to figure it out. It will just breed more
tendencies of anxiety and despair. Have a Spirit-transac-
tion with your battle and you will trigger the tendencies
and affections of the Spirit. It is with these kind of
transactions that the bride becomes the bride!

Spirit-transactions in Romans 8
Knowing that the source of bridal affections is de-

rived from the Spirit, and knowing that to be a person
according to spirit is the way affections are produced, it is
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important to carefully consider the Spirit-transactions
revealed in Romans 8. An overall list of these various
transactions are as follows: the law of the Spirit freeing
v.2, walking v. 4, having our being v.5, minding vv.5-6,
dwellingvv.9,11,having v.9, givinglife v. 11, indwelling
v.11, cooperating v.13, leading v.14, crying v.15, witness-
ing v.16, groaning vv. 23, 26; loving v.28, and overcom-
ing vv. 31-39. Every kind of Spirit-transaction will
produce the tendencies of the Spirit. It is in these tenden-
cies that we find the affections of the bride.

These affections will manifest themselves in our
heart, our inclinations, our bents, our bias (in a good
sense), and even in the impulses of our mind, emotion, and
will. When we have interaction and transactions with the
Spirit — walking in Spirit, not carrying out those lusts,
keeping in step with the Spirit, being filled in spirit,
singing, opening your mouth, by the Spirit putting to
death, transactions of the Spirit — it is these transactions
that transform and infuse our whole being with another set
of affections. So it is very simple, the way to enjoy bridal
affections is to enjoy transaction after transaction in the
realm of the Spirit.

This is why we have a daily life. This is why we have
a life spending time with the Lord. This is why we are
turning our hearts. This is why we have a meeting life, why
we have a fellowshipping life, why we have a serving life.
All of what God has given to us in our daily life is simply
that we could have transactions in Spirit. And when we do,
our affections are touched. Our heart is touched. The loves
and preferences of our heart are changed.

Just be according to spirit, whatever that means. If it
is a song in the hymnal, if it is a verse, if it is the saints, if
it is a phone call, if it is a decision to come to the meeting
or to the brothers and sisters, or whatever it means. Those
that are according to spirit are producing in themselves the
mind of the Spirit, the affections of the Spirit, the affec-
tions that are the bridal affections. So the source of
affections is a day by day dynamic experience whereby we
are having transactions in the realm of the Spirit.

The basic transaction in Spirit

The basic Spirit-transaction in all of our lives is
related to the practices of our body. This is seen in Romans
8:13 where Paul says, “For if you live according to the
flesh, youmust die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the
practices of the body, you will live.” These practices of the
body are the autonomous, independent, and habitual hab-
its of the soulish body (1 Cor. 15:44), that is, the kind of
soulish patterns that have been built-up through the course
of our whole life. We have been independent. We have
lived by our soul. We have lived by our own thought, our
own emotion, and our own will. We have lived by the self
as our source. Living by that source has resulted in
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practices, habits, and a living that is independent of God.

But now, in Romans 8, the chapter that speaks about
being according to Spirit, you start minding the things of
the Spirit. You get the tendencies of the Spirit. In that very
chapter you come to the basic transaction of the Spirit in
verse 13 — “If by the Spirit.” This phrase tells me there is
a transaction that is to take place — something is going to
happen “by the Spirit.” But, before Paul comes to the basic
Spirit-transaction in Romans 8:13, he first unveils a big
build up, a huge build up in Romans 8:11, “And if the
Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you.” Look how he describes Who is in us and how He
dwells in us. It is “the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus
from dead.” The One who broke through death, broke
through the powers of darkness, “dwells in you.” And “He
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life.”
Thatis impartation now. Thatis imparting affections. That
is imparting the bridal affections.

That Spirit will “give life to your mortal bodies,” not
to your immortal. This is not after we die. This is right now
— “will give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit
who indwells you” (v.11b). Now indwells is a stronger
word for dwell here. It is not the first dwell that is in verse
11 at the beginning of the verse. This is an additional word
and itis a compound of that first one. It means through His
Spirit who saturates you, and who is flowing in you,
because you are interacting and there is a transaction that
is going on. Your thoughts are buzzing, and at the same
time you are interrupting. Y ou are counteracting. You are
calling, “Jesus.” Now my goal is not that I’'m going to be
able to change my tendencies — Oh, foolish man! The
flesh doesn’t change. Those tendencies, left without the
Spirit, are going to be the same tendencies ten years from
now that they are today.

So what we need to see is that God’s way is counter-
action. Like counteracting light that comes into a dark
room when the darkness is there. The tendency of dark-
ness is there, its very tendency is present. But when the
light is on, then that tendency is overcome. Once the light
goes on, darkness doesn’t go away and become extinct,
rather, it is overcome by something that counteracts it. We
are just in another realm. One realm (light) overcomes
another realm (darkness). So, don’t be spoofed, threat-
ened, and intimidated by that tendency to darkness. Coun-
teract it with the Spirit and light. No wonder Paul said,
“There is now then no condemnation to those that are in
Christ Jesus,” because he just got through talking about
the sin-tendency in Romans 7 with the “I”, the “T”, the “I”,
and the tendencies that come with that.

Now the decks are cleared with no condemnation.
God has made a way for us, even in the presence of our
enemies. Like it says in the Psalm 23, “He has spread a
table before us in the presence of our enemies.” In the
presence of darkness, there is a counteracting law — this
is the saturating Spirit that we are having transactions with.
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He gives life to our mortal bodies.

Then Romans 8:12 says, “So then, brothers, we are
debtors not to the flesh to live according to the flesh.” You
don’t owe anything to that realm. You don’t need to
answer to the flesh. You just say, “Jesus is Lord here!”
Declare something with your mouth and touch the Spirit
and have a transaction with the Spirit. Paul says it in that
way. That is really down to earth. We are not debtors. We
don’t owe anything to the flesh, not only the evil flesh, the
bad flesh, but the good flesh, the religious flesh. There are
different aspects to the flesh.

To counter this, Romans 8:13 tells us the results of the
Spirit-transaction, “For if you live according to the flesh,”
literally, “you must die.” Or, “you are about to die.” “But
if by the Spirit you put to death the practices, the habits, the
independence of the body, you will live.” Then verse 14
explains verse 13, “For as many as are being led by the
Spiritof God, these are sons of God.” This verse oftentimes
is taken out of context, by itself. The principle of being led
by the Spirit is fine — led to go here and there, led to do
this or that. But in verse 14, the leading of the Spirit is
when by the Spirit we put to death the independent,
autonomous practices of the body. It’s when we say,
“Lord Jesus” in the middle of a practice of the body. We
interrupt the practice by calling upon His name.

When we “by the Spirit put to death the practices of
the body, we live.” We live with that life that He imparts
to us and those affections that come with that life. So it is
a matter here of touching the source of affections — the
Spirit — but the Spirit with practical transactions.

When we have transactions with the Spirit, there is an
interpenetration of the affections of the Godhead that
come to our mind, emotion and will. It is in the transac-
tions with the Spirit that interpenetration happens. That
means there is an impartation of life. This is how this life
works — by transactions with the Spirit. Thus, the source
of our affections is found in our daily Spirit-transactions.

— Bill Freeman
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