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Our RELATIONSHIP WITH GoD | s CHRIsT!

Christ s Our Relationship

hen JesussaidinJohn 14:6, “| amtheway, the
Wtruth, and the life, no one is coming to the

Father, except through Me,” Hewas stating a
fact about man’s relationship with God. That is, on the
negative side, no one can have a relationship with God
apart from Christ, and onthepositiveside, our relationship
with God in coming to Him isexclusively through Christ.
In other words, Christ is our relationship with God.

Our relationship with God is different than every
other kind of relationship. The difference is that our
relationship with God is Christ’s own relationship with
God. Thus, when we receive Christ, we receive His
relationship with the Father. To have arelationship with
God we need the way, we need the truth, and we need the
life. For these needs “He is the way, He isthe truth, and
Heisthelife!” Thus, coming to the Father through Him
meanscomingwith Himastheway, thetruth, and thelife,
that is, He Himself is our relationship with God.

Our standing, position and condition before the Fa-
ther is Christ’s standing, position, and condition. It is
summed up with Paul’ sword in Galatians 2:20, “Itisno
longer | who live, but Christ who livesin me...” Before
God it is no longer my standing, my position, and my
condition. No! My relationshipwith Godismadeup of His
standing, Hisposition, and Hiscondition. Heisnot only my
Subgtitutein Hisdeath onthecross, Heismy Substitutefor
my whole relationship with God (cf. Rom. 5:10).

Christ 1s Our Righteousness

Christ is our relationship with God in the same way
Heisour righteousness (1Cor. 1:30). Asrighteousnessis

agift (Rom. 5:17), so our relationship with God is a gift
(Rom. 6:23; John 17:2-3). The meaning of the gift of
eternal lifeisthe gift of the Father and Son’ srelationship
— itisthelife of the Triune God. It is Their relationship
that isthe content of the life called “eternal life.”

Just asrighteousnessis not what we establish, so our
relationship with Godisnot established by us(Rom. 10:3-
4). It is possible to be ignorant of God' s righteousness,
and seek to establish our own righteousness. It may
appear likeweareareligiousperson, butinreality weare
establishing our own righteousness. For example, it may
take the form of making little deals with God, “Lord, |
know I’ ve been bad. Now, | want to turn over anew | eaf
and to try to offset my bad deeds with good deeds.” This
is the way we make little deals in our mind, seeking to
establish our own righteousness.

But righteousnessisnot something we establish, itis
something we submit to and receive as a gift. Romans
10:3 says Isradl was, “Seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of
God.” The two contrasting words are establishing and
submitting. Submitting to the righteousness of God is
defined in verse 4, “For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousnessto everyonewhobelieves.” Don't establish
anything — submit to Christ as your righteousness. It's
not our own efforts of trying to establish something, but
it' ssubmitting. Drop your feebleefforts. Confessyou are
nothing. Y ou have nothing. We are wretched men. But
thank God, Hisgraceand Hismercy isto giveusHimself,
Hisvery person and all therighteousnessthat flowsout of
Him to the whole universe. That righteousness becomes
minefreely (2 Cor. 5:21). We arerobed and clothed with
Christ Himself as our righteousness.
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How do we come to the Father?

Now, how do we come to the Father? Do we come
with our tail between our legs? Just consider the prodigal
son. He came homewith histail between hislegs, think-
ing he could only merit the Father’ sfavor if he came back
in avery humble kind of way. But the Father ran out to
meet him. The Father said, “ Put the best robe on him and
bring out the fatted calf.” Just reflect on how the Father
unconditionally receives the son. This is how we are
received in Him, because we come clothed in Christ. He
Himself is our standing and relationship with God. So,
now wecometo theFather without blame. Wecometothe
Father in perfection. We don’t come to Him partialy
acceptable, and partially unacceptable. We don’t come
condemned. We come to the Father exclusively in Him.
Likethe linein Charles Wesley’s hymn, “Alivein Him
my living head, and clothed in righteousness divine.”

How isyour relationship with the Lord?

So if | ask you, How is your relationship with the
Lord? You might look at yourself and consider your
present condition. This morning you had a few little
exchangeswith your spouse. Y ou said somethings out of
your irritation with the children. Just consider your con-
ditionforamoment. Themoreyoulook at your condition,
the deeper youwill sink inthemire. But when we seethat
our relationship with the Father is Chrigt, it's not in the
realm of how | am doing. It'sin the realm of how Heis
doing?Wedon’t dareexist for one secondinthe presence
of God apart fromafull and perfect righteousness. Wedo
not comeon our owninany measure. Itisonly and always
Christ. Let me say it in this way, your relationship with
GodisChrist or you don't have one. No one comesto the
Father. No one comes....except through Him.

Our relationship with God is described in a most
wonderful way in Colossians 2:9-10. Verse 9 says, “For
inHimdwellsall thefullnessof theGodhead bodily.” Just
look at Him. All thefullnessisconcentratedinHim. Then
look at yourself according to verse 10 in the Wuest
translation: “ Andyouarein Him, having been completely
filled full with the present result that you arein a state of
fullnessinHim.” Youarenot partialy inHim— half in
and half out. You arein astate of fullnessin Him. Weare
joined to that fullness concentrated in Him! Thus, the
status of your relationship with God isto befound in the
fullness resident in Christ. On top of
this, Colossians 3:4, says, “ For you died, and your lifeis
inacontinuous state of being hidden with Christin God.”
Our relationshipwith Godiswrapt upand within Christ’s
relationship. Therelationship between the Father and the
Sonisnow hidden and resident in our spirit. It only needs
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afew “Abba Fathers’ to break into the love relationship
between the Father and the Son (see: John 17:26)
Moreover, Galatians 4:6 says, “Because you are
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our
hearts crying, Abba, Father.” Wonder of wonders! Their
relationship has been sent into our hearts. These verses
firmly establish thetruth that our relationshipwith God is
Chrigt! It has nothing to do with what | establish. Any
relationship with God based on our works or righteous-
nessisafalserelationship. Itisonly good for crucifixion
and termination. Thus, | no longer need to live
trying to work up a relationship with God. The New
Testament clearly reveals that when Christ died on the
cross for al, He not only forgave us of our sins, but He
ended our relationship with God based on our self. We
died in Hisdeath, and came up in union with Himin His
resurrection— now to own Hisrelationshipwith Godthe
Father (see: John 20:17). Second Corinthians 5:14-15
says, 1 “Because we have judged this, that One died for
all, thereforeall died; ** And Hedied for all that thosewho
livemay nolonger livetothemselvesbut toHimwhodied
for them and has been raised.” For usto diein His death
and no longer live to ourselves means that our own kind
of relationship with God has been forever terminated.
Now thereisonly one unique and exclusive relationship
with God that exists. That relationship is the Father and
the Son'’ srelationship with Each Other (Matt. 11:27). Itis
Their relationship we receive when we receive Christ.

Our relationship with God started in eternity past

Our present relationship with God has a history, and
the history goes back to eternity past. Our relationship
with God isnot something that just started two yearsago,
ten years ago, fifteen years ago, whatever. No. Our rela
tionship with God started in eternity past. We are enjoy-
ing something that hasalong history revealedin the Word
of God. Thiseterna dimension ishow we need to under-
stand our relationship with God. Rather than living on
egg shells and wondering whether or not we're going to
make it or not. We need to be grounded in this relation-
ship we have with God that stretches back to eternity
past.

This eternal dimension is opened up in Ephesians
1:3-5. Verse 3 says, “Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every
spiritual blessing inthe heavenliesin Christ.” Thisverse
reveals whose Lord Jesus Christ He is— He's our Lord
Jesus Christ. He's your Lord Jesus Christ. We own His
relationship with God, the Father. Notice that it doesn’t
say, “Blessed be the God and Father of our condition.
It's doesn’t say, “Blessed be the God and Father of our
good week.” It says, “Blessed be the God and Father of

the Christian Vol. 20, No. 4



our Lord Jesus Christ.” Immediately you are escorted
out of yourself into Him. He is the sphere where all the
spiritual blessings reside.

Then in verses 4 and 5 we see how our relationship
with God in Christ started in eternity past: * “Even asHe
chose usin Him before the foundation of theworld, to be
holy and without blemish before Him in love, ® Predesti-
nating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ.” Thewords,
“ChoseusinHim,” “before,” and “ predestinating us unto
sonship through Jesus Christ,” tells us that God marked
us out in eternity past to participate in the very relation-
ship that the Son has with the Father. Thisrelationship is
called “sonship.” This is not something we do on our
own or come up with on our own. Sonship is direct par-
ticipation in the life of the Son of God.

This direct participation happens because we have
merged with Him and become one spirit. “ Hethat isjoined
to the Lord is one spirit.” So that, we are joined to An-
other — other than ourselves. To Another who has been
raised from the dead, even the Lord Himself. Somy rela-
tionship with God started in eternity past when Hethought
about me., considered me, handled me. When He set the
course of my life, when | would be on this earth in this
generation. | have been contemplated by the Triune God,
thought about, counseled over, and predestinated in the
very relationship that the Son has with the Father. That's
my relationship, it started there. Thus, for al the redeemed
children of God, our relationship with God in Christ
started in eternity past.

So, forget about your relationship with God based
on yourself, trash it real quick. We are crucified with
Christ — we are terminated — it is no longer | — we
died and our lifeis now hidden with Christin God. Now,
we can drop our seeking to establish arelationship with
God, and submit to Christ as our relationship. Just turn
away, and contemplate that your relationship with God
started in eternity past. It iswhat God predestinated. That
relationship is our destiny. It isfor usto now simply be-
lieve, enjoy, fellowship, partake, draw, come, and rest in
“Our Lord Jesus Christ” — Our relationship with God.

Our relationship with God
was defined in eternity past

According to Ephesians 2:10, we see how our rela
tionship with God was further defined in eternity past.
Paul saysit, “ For we are Hismasterpiece, created in Christ
Jesusfor good workswhich God prepared beforehand in
order that we should walk inthem.” First, we need to see
how we were created. We were created not in ourselves,
but in Christ Jesus. God dealt with usaccording to Christ.
He didn’'t deal with me according to my potential. He
dealt with me according to His potential. When God set
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out to do something over us, He did it in His Son. Then
He gave His Son to us as a gift. Thisis how God dealt
with us.

Thelast part of Ephesians 2:10 tellsusthat God pre-
pared beforehand good works that we should walk in
them. Thisis the result of having been created in Christ
Jesus. Thus, God's masterpieceis made up of first, creat-
ing usin Christ Jesus, then preparing good works for us
towalk in. Verse 10 followsthe sequence of thought found
in Ephesians 2:8-9, and should be understood with it: &
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
this is not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; ° Not of
works that no one should boast.” The first connecting
word of verse 10 is “For” which tells us that everything
connected to our relationship with God is totally out of
God, and not of ourselves — we are His masterpiece!
The masterpiece isrelated to how God created us— not
inour condition, history, or potential, but in Christ Jesus!

What this truth does to me is that it rips me away
from looking at myself, contemplating myself, consider-
ing my potential, asif | am the savior. It rips me away
fromthefutility and waste of time of being occupied with
my efforts to establish arelationship with God. It deliv-
ers me from being self-absorbed in myself. | have been
created in Christ Jesus. | n eternity past God only thought
of me, God only considered me, God only handled mein
His Son. So, for me to go to any other spot or place, but
to Himisnot thetruth. Everything elseisfal sehood other
than Him. Thisisafoundational truth for our entire Chris-
tian life. Inlight of the spiritual warfare over our life, we
better understand what it isto have a proper relationship
with God (1 John 5:20). | better know what thefactorsare
that relates me to the Father, and how | should think about
myself. Not according to the devil's accusation or some
false idea, but according the revelation given to usin His
Word.

Our relationship with God
was established in Christ Jesus

In 2 Timothy 1:9, it says, “Who has saved us and
called uswith aholy calling, not according to our works
but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given usin Christ Jesus before the world began.” What
was given to us was “according to His own purpose and
grace.” The Greek word for “own” is where we derive
theword “idiomatic.” Something idiomatic means some-
thing peculiar and unique that belongsto alanguage.” It
isthiskind of word that describes God’s own purpose of
aholy calling givento us*“in Christ Jesus.” Thus, being
in Christ and having everything given to usin Christ is
something that originates from God's own unique pur-
pose. By this we can see that our relationship with God
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was not established by usbut was established out of God's
own purpose and grace. It was God's own thought to put us
in Christ and make Him to be our relationship with God.

These kind of verses take us back into the counsels
of God in eternity past to see what God ordained for our
relationship with Him. We don’t makeit up, we don’t try
to work it out. We see it! We first see our relationship!
Our relationship comesto usasarevelation. That'swhat
happen to Paul at the end of Romans 7. After he cameto
the end of his own energy, and will power, hewasin a
place where he needed a relationship with God outside
of himself. Thus, hecriesout, “Who will deliver mefrom
the body of thisdeath?’ (Rom. 7:24).

Paul himself could not overcome thetenth command-
ment, Thou shalt not lust, or desire. Hisown relationship
with the law taught him that sin was deeper than his ac-
tions. Sin was in his reactions. He tried to overcome it,
but to no avail. The battle he went through in Romans 7
ends up with, “O wretched man that | am.” When he
was totally defeated, the light broke in upon him about
his relationship with God. Revelation came. Then he
breaks out with a very short utterance. There is no bhig
explanation. No theological dissertation. No record of
an experience that he had. He just breaks out, and this
breaking out was based upon arevelation of hisrelation-
ship with God through Jesus Christ. What he saw iscom-
pressed in eight words — “| thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!”

Paul was reduced to utter simplicity. He had been
seeking to establish a relationship with God based upon
his good flesh. Now he is on the floor, a failure, and a
wretch. Now what do | do? Our deliverance comes from
seeing that my relationship with God is Christ! Listen!
Hereitis, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
Period — just period. Then with this revelation Paul de-
clares, “ Thereistherefore now no condemnation to those
in Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 8:1). “Now no condemnation?’
Do you really mean “Now” Paul? You just got through
saying, “Wretched.” “Now no condemnation?’ He does
not attribute his deliverance to some “victorious’ expe-
rience. Neither does he present his deliverance as a pro-
cess of growth. His deliverance came through arevela-
tion of Hisrelationship with God through Christ. Hiseyes
were shifted from himself to thanking God through Jesus
Christ. Sight comesbefore experience. Don't daretinker
with yourself outside of Christ. Don’t dare take another
dot apart from Him.

The cycle of being adjusted to our relationship

Our fierce struggles are part of acycle of escorting
usto our resting place — Christ as our relationship with
God. These struggles are made up of experiences where
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the Lord speaks to you either in the written Word, or a
rhemaword in your spirit. The speakingislikearequire-
ment or ademand on you. Immediately you feel in your
self aresistance to this speaking. Don't panic. You have
just entered into the next phase of acyclethat isleading
you to your relationship with God. It'sonly aphasewhere
you coexist for a period with a speaking from God that
leaves you helpless. This stage of the cycle will include
involuntary resistance, unwillingness, failure and even
rebellion. Thisisall part of the cycle of being experien-
tially adjusted out of yourself to your relationship with
God in Christ.

Following the speaking and theresistanceto it comes
the next phase in the cycle — a discovery that there is
nothing in you for God. You're for yourself. There's a
discovery within you that you really don’t want God. You
want yourself and your flesh— so you' refaced with your
wretchedness. Yes, there is something in you that wants
God, but there is aso something in you that resists God.
This produces within you inward turmoil, but this tur-
moil is all part of a cycle. The cycle at this stage leads
you into apersonal discovery of your own wretchedness.
You may even feel you havetotally messed up your rela-
tionship with God. That's just fine. You are now ready
for the final phase of the cycle.

The final phase of the cycle comes in the form of a
revelation that Christ is our relationship with God. This
revelation is based on a persona discovery of our own
wretchedness. We are then experientially adjusted from
looking at ourselvesto looking away unto Jesus, the Au-
thor and Finisher of our faith. What started in eternity
past in the counsels of the Godhead to make Christ our
relationship with God is now becoming our experience
in the details of our daily life. Just let the cycle adjust
you into afull participation of Christ asyour all.

—Bill Freeman
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