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All the Fullnhess

“All the fullness” as a personified phrase

ne of the most awesome verses in the entire
OBibIe is Colossians 1:19. This is because it
reveals from God’s perspective the one unique
pleasure of the universe. It says, “Because in Him all

the fullness was pleased to
dwell.” All the fullnesss a
comprehensive phrase that
includes all the major things
in the universe, depicted in
the diagram. These thinne
include the Godhead, ete
nity past, creation, time, ri
demption, the church, tt
kingdom, and eternity fL
ture. All this fullness was
pleasedto dwellin one place
— Christ. Thus, Christ is
the focal point and concen-
tration of the pleasure of all
the fullness in this universe.
Ifwe see with the eyes of our
heart the truth and reality of
this verse, itwillimpact our
lives in the most profound
way, as nothing else could.
The first thing we must
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Colossians, observes the grammatical significance of
this phrase: “It is not necessary that ‘all the fullness’
have a specifying genitive [e.g., ‘of God’] because this
fullness itself is personified by what is predicated of it

inthe verjwas pleased]
plus its infinitives [to
dwell andto reconcile]
and participle[having
made peace] Thus, all
the fullness is character-
ized as having a feeling
— a pleasure. This per-
sonification of all the
fullness reveals not only
the Personhood of the
Godhead but the entire
economy of the
Godhead, including all
Their purposes, plans,
counsels, and acts from
eternity past to eternity
future. This pointis con-
firmed by M. R. Vincent
in his Word Studies in
the New Testament:
“Thus the phrasim Him

dois seek to understand what Colossians 1:19 actually should all the fullness dwejhthers into a grand climax

says. The literal Greek should be translated, “6ar [
(hoti) = because] in Him all the fullness was pleased to

the previous statements [from Col.1:15-18]image
of God, first-born of all creation, Creator, the eternally
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preexistent, the Head of the Church, the victor over
death, first in all things On this summit we pause,
looking, like John, from Christ in His fullness of deity
to the exhibition of that divine fullness in redemption
consummated in heaven (vv. 20-22).”

To personify all the fullness by making it the
subject of the verlwas pleaseds in contrast to most
of the English translations of the New Testament, and
it is also in contrast to how many Bible commentator
have sought to interpret it. For example, bothding
James Versioand theNew King James Versidnsert
“the Father” as the subject of the verbs pleased.
TheNew King James Versi@ays, “For it pleased the
Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell.” But
it is important to notice thahe Fatheris italicized,
indicating that these words are not in the original tex
but are inserted by the translator in an attempt to make
the thought more understandable. Of course, accord-
ing to the truths revealed in the Bible concerning th
Godhead, there is no problem with that translation.
Theologically, it is accurate to say, “It pleased th
Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell.” But
this is not what the text in Colossians 1:19 says.
Inserting “the Father” is an interpretation and not
translation of the Greek texfThe New Translatiohy
J. N. Darby says, “For in Him all the fullness [of the
Godhead] was pleased to dwell.” Darby translates the
verse literally, butinserts his interpretation in brackets.

One of the predicaments in translating the Bible i
that at certain points the systematic theology of th
translator may limit him because it can bring in
preconceived notion or thought. For example, i
coming to averse that s difficult to understand, he m
interpret the verse so as to fit into a systematized body
of truth. In some cases this is necessary and legitimate
because it maintains the harmony of the whole Bible.
In other cases, as here in Colossians 1:19, the translator
may miss an awesome revelation of the greatness |of
Christ. So itis best not to impose our own thought on
the Bible. Our lack of understanding may simply be
due to the fact that we fail to possess the same reve
tion the apostle Paul had. This, | believe, is the case
handling Colossians 1:19. Paul was expressing th
immensity and enormity of the centrality of Christ in
the universe, and the only way he could express itwas
saying, “In Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.”

Verse 19 should be literally translated according t
the grammar: “Because in Him all the fullness was
pleased to dwell.” The words “was pleased” are th
verb. And the subject of this verb is “all the fullness.”
“Allthe fullness was pleased to dwell.” TRetherham
Emphasized Biblgives us a faithful translation by
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saying, “Because in Him was all the fullness well
pleased to dwell.”Young's Literal Translation of the
Bible also renders this verse accurately: “Because in
Him it did please all the fullness to tabernacle.” This
is hard for us to grasp because it is not according to our
natural concept. Nevertheless, itis something that God
wants to convey to us to show us how vast Christ is.
There are a number of other distinguished schol-
ars and Bible teachers who confirm the thought of all
the fullness being a personification. For example, in
The Cambridge Greek TestamektLukyn Williams
comments on the phrasdl the fullness: “If all the
fullness fav 10 TAnpwua) be the subject, more is
attributed to what is impersonal than we should ex-
pect.” In other words, at first glance we would mistak-
enly view all the fullness as being impersonal, and
therefore would not attribute something personal —
“was pleased” —toit. Thus, perceiving the personi-
fication of the phrasall the fullnessbroadens the
scope of its application and of our expectation. Will-
iams goes on to say, “Colossians 2:9 is parallel only in
form, for there it is only said that the fullness dwells in
Christ, not that the fullness exercises pleasure and
determination, and even reconciles (v. 20).” Here he
acknowledges the personification of all the fullness by
connecting it with the two infinitives, to dwell and to
reconcile: “For in Him all the fullness was pleased
dwelland through Hinto reconcileall things to Him-
self.” Both infinitives go wittall the fullness All the
fullness dwells, and all the fullness reconciles.abo
thefullnessis an all-inclusive utterance of the Holy Spirit
that brings us back into the context of Colossians chapter
1toseeallthatisincludedinthisfullness. The contextwill
help us understand the significance of all the fullness.

All the fullness concentrated in Christ

All the fullness was pleased to be concentrated in
Christ. This is the most awesome revelation of Christ
— that in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell. It
is the same as saying that there is nothing outside of
Christ. Don't go outside of Christ. Don'’t even take a
little trip someplace else, someplace apart from Him,
be it to your self-life, be it to anything of the world,
anything that fascinates you. Don'’t go outside of Him.
Don'tlook at yourself outside of Him. Don’t contemplate
yourself outside of Him. There is nothing outside of Him.

The revelation of Christ being the concentration of
all the fullness is the communication of a burden and a
message — that in our experience Christ would be so
totally all that we are just falling into His arms over and
over again. We are just into the bosom of the Father,
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into that love-life over and over again, whatever wi
may be passing through (John 1:18). It is like th
Father is saying, “My Son is the concentration an
focus of all the fullness.” This tells us that before an
kind of history in the universe, the Father designate
that the fullness of everything would dwell in His Son.
That is how much Christ is “front and center” in this
universe. And the reconciliation of this universe i
happening wherever Christ is supreme, exalted, has
first place, is the theme, is the atmosphere, is the
conversation, is the love, is the glory, is the majesty.
What God is doing in this universe éxalting and
magnifying His Son, Christ. This is His pleasure. So wi
need to be taken totally out of ourselftimingenthralled
and occupied exclusively with the Son of God.

The unique reason Christ has first place in all thing

Colossians 1:18b says, “That He Himself migh
have the first place in all things.” A more literal
translation would be, “So that in all things He Himsel
becomes the first place.” Hhecomeshe first place in
all things. Then we see that verses 18 and 19
connected by the word “because.” This little “because
assignshe reason whhrist has become first place in
all things. It is Becausén Him all the fullness was
pleased to dwell.” Again, R. C. H. Lenski helps us
understand this connection. Speaking of the conjunc-
tion “because,” he saysjti [hoti] states the evidential
reason by which we know that the God-man is what
verse 18 states he is; it correspondsito [hoti]
occurring in verse 16, which is to be understood in the
same sense.” Thus, the thoughts in verses 18 and
must be taken together. All the fullness being pleased
to dwell in Christis the unique reason He has the first
place in all things. This is what practically motivates us
for Christ to become first place in all things in our
experience. The pure revelation of such fullness dwell
ing in Christ produces in e reasorior Him to have
first place in all things.

Do we know why Christ has first place in our life?
Oh, brothers and sisters, ithecausen Him all the
fullness was pleased to dwell. It is not even bechuse
think | need to give Him first place. Itis not because
have been so bad and wayward. Itis not because | am
so rebellious. Itis not because | need to get it together
and give my all. This is like kicking a donkey —
“Come on now. Getgoing! You've beenin one place
too long. Now get on with it.” That is not the reason!
He has first place because of one unique reason —
“Because in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.
This is revelation. This is light concerning what moti-
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vates us to give all to the Lord and let Him be the first
place in all things. This is saying, “Lord, You have the
first place because Yarethe first place Beforel was
born,beforel had a historyheforethere was my failing
condition beforeall the considerations of my subjective
self, it was the delight and pleasure of all the fullness that
allthe positive things in the universe be concentrated and
permanently dwell in You.” This is the unique reason
why Christ has the first place in all things. This is the
unigue reason why | give Him first place in my life.

The deep significance of “all” in God’s thought

Let me illustrate how Christ is all. Consider that
the bowl | am holding is Christ. Look into this bowl.
Beholdall the fullnessn this bowl. The Godhead is in
this bowl. Eternity pastis in this bowl. All creation is in
this bowl. Time is in this bowl. Redemption is in this
bowl. The churchisin this bowl. The kingdom is in this
bowl. Eternity future is in this bowl. These are the items
that compose all the fullness. All these items together
make up all the fullness. They all have only one unique
pleasure, that is, to dwell in this bowl — God’s Christ!

Thisis the deep significanceaifin God’s thought.

In our thoughtall may be circumscribed to all my
money, all my time, all my future, all my self. That may
be the extent of what all means to us. But in God's
thought, all means all the fullness dwelling in Christ.
The revelation of all from God'’s view — thatl is
concentrated in Christ— will radically change our life.
We will be a person who sees that the meaning of our very
existence is in this One in whom all the fullness is
concentrated, is embodied, and dwells. Then we know
what we were made for and what the universe was
made for. This is how high and how immense our
Christ is. He is more majestic than we could ever
imagine. He is beyond what we could ever conceive.

How big is our God?

Let me give a personal testimony of finding a
bigger God in my experience. It happened over thirty-
five years ago when | was dealing with the Lord about
giving my all to Him. | remember so clearly when the
Lord spoke to me to burn my sermons. To me that was
a step of surrendering all. There was a struggle. It was
like lwas giving up my life — indeed, it wasylife that
was wrapped up in those sermons. My God was too
small. I confined Him to the little blue cards | had typed
for Sunday mornings. They were carefully prepared
and alliteratively outlined, and if | lost those cards, |

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Christ as
O he (5rain of ‘Wheat

(Part One)

But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come
that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly,
say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground an
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.”

John 12:23-24

sus was riding into Jerusalem as the King o
Jlesrael. As He made His way into the city, a grea
multitude of worshippers swarmed around Him,
crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comesin th
name of the Lord! The King of Israel!” Soon thereafte
the Greeks who had come up for the Passover feast
were expressing their desire to see Jesus. What
Jesus’ response to all this outpouring of praise and
adulation? It was this very statement about a grain of
wheat. To Hisrealization, the time had come for a grai
of wheat to fall into the ground and die. Of course, i
this illustration, He Himself is the grain of wheat. And
the cross is the means of death that the grain is aboutjto
pass through.

If we have ever seen a grain of wheat, we kno
how small and unimpressive itis. To the outward eye,
itis difficult to discern any value. A single grain, when
held in your hand, looks as though it should be dis
carded. Is it not therefore striking that Jesus would at
such a monumental hour — the hour of His triumphal
entry into Jerusalem — liken Himself to a grain of
wheat? And not just a grain of wheat, but a grain o
wheat falling into the ground and dying? What prompte
the Lord to make such a statement, and why at this hour?

The Germ of Life

Within every grain of wheat is a germ of life. The
life is encased within the shell and is invisible to th
eye. Butitis nonetheless there. Itis a hidden, encased
life. Now, for the germ of life to break out of its
encasementand produce more life, it must pass through
a process of death. Otherwise, the grain remains the
same. | may have a grain of wheat sitting in my pantr
for several years. And year after year, as it sits ther
nothing happens to it. The grain of wheat remains th
same. Butthe moment|take this grain of wheat outside
and drop it into the ground, something begins to hap-
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pen. The shell cracks. The grain of wheat, so to speak,
dies. But out of its cracking and death, the germ of life
that had always been resident within the grain comes
forth. The life is no longer encased, but is released.
Moreover, the life begins to grow and sprout and
produce a stalk of grain. Then when the stalk of grain
ripens, it produces many more grains — indeed, a
multiplication of grains. And those grains, in turn,
produce more grains. Ultimately, from one grain
comes forth an entire field of wheat.

Jesus was the grain of wheat that had the germ of
life within Him. Within the Man, Christ Jesus, was the
life of God. He possessed the eternal life, the “zoe” life.
In the Bible there are three different Greek words that
are all translated into our English word “life.” So when
we read the word “life” in the New Testament, one of
three Greek words is behind it. The first Greek word is
“bios,” from which we get the word biology. Thisword
is generally used in reference to the physical life, the
physical duration of life, or the physical means of life.
The second Greek word is “psuche,” from which we get
the word psyche and psychology. This word usually
refers to our soul or soul life. And the third Greek word
is “zoe.” Zoe is the word used in the New Testament to
denote the divine, eternal, uncreated life of God.

We must realize that as the grain of wheat, Jesus
Christ had within Him the “germ of zoe.” As John
declares, “In Him was life” (John 1:4). Thatis, in Him
was zoe. In Christ was the divine, eternal, uncreated
life of God. God’s life was encased in the Man Jesus.
To many who encountered Him, it was hidden. They
could only see the outward shell and could not discern
the infinite value of Christ. To them He appeared to be
just an ordinary man that was to be despised and
rejected (1 Pet. 2:4, 7). They could not see that He was
the incarnation of God Himself. Nor could they appre-
ciate that the cross was God’s ordained way for Him to
fall into the ground and die — for His humanity to be
cracked, for the outward encasement to be broken, and
for the life of God to be released.

Not Remaining Alone

The Lord said, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, remains aloné¢ Christ as a
single grain of wheat had the divine life in Him, but
unless He were to die He woukmain alone Now let
me ask you, what did Jesus mean by the phrase “re-
mains alone”? When He was on the earth, He had the
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twelve disciples continually with Him. He was not
alone. In fact, He often had multitudes throngin
around Him. Sowhat did Jesus mean when He said that
unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and die
it remains alone? He was alone in this sense — He was
the only man on earth, the only man in history, that had
the divine life. All other men had bios. All other men
had psuche. But no one else had zoe. Indeed, sinful
man was alienated from the life of God (Eph. 4:18).
Thus, Jesus was alone in the sense that only He pos-
sessed the life of God.

Even with Peter, James, John, and Andrew
those so close to the Lord — Jesus was alone. Sur
He was their Shepherd, Friend, Teacher, and Lead
But He was not their life yet. They had yet to b
regenerated by the zoe life. And as a result, Jesus
not have that much spiritual fellowship with them.
Certainly He helped them, guided them, taught the
and was exceedingly patient with them. But they di
not yet have that fellowship of life that can only com
with the new birth. Hence, as a grain of wheat He was
alone. None of the others were like Him. There wer
no other grains of wheat.

So Jesus went to the cross and passed through
death. Satan was ecstatic, thinking that he had finally
succeeded in terminating Jesus on the cross.
gloated over the thought that he had quenched zoelin
man. But then something startling happened. On the
third day life sprouted forth. Out of the cracked shell
of Jesus’ humanity, life was released. In fact, life shot
up in resurrection! Life was no longer encased an
confined but was released. Not only so — life multi
plied to produce much fruit! Why? Because His life
as the outpoured Spirit, was made available to all me

duced. No wonder Jesus said to Mary soon after His
resurrection, “Go to My brothers and say to them, ‘l am
ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My
God and your God' ” (John 20:17). Never before had
He called the disciples His brothers. To be a brother
means that you possess the same life and nature. You
have the same father. You are related in life. What a
fact! Jesus Christis our Brother! He is not merely our
Shepherd, Friend, Teacher, and Leader, but He is our
Brother! The Bible tells us that we both — Jesus Christ
and us — have one Father (Heb. 2:11). It also tells us
that He is the Firstborn Son among many brothers
(Rom. 8:29), that He is not ashamed to call us brothers
(Heb. 2:11), and that God sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba, Father” (Gal. 4:6).
Hence, by His death and resurrection, Jesus is no longer
alone. The one grain has become many grains. The one
Son has produced many sons. This is truly amazing!

God’s Goal

What does this show us? This shows us that God’s
goal over us is not only to cleanse us from sin. Surely
cleansing us from sin is a major part of God’s goal. He
has redeemed, justified, and reconciled us by His
precious blood. But we cannot stop there. That's only
part of the gospel. God’s goal is also to impart life. Not
just to cleanse but to impart life. Do we realize that as
sinners we were not just sinful, but we were also dead?
(Eph. 2:1). We were spiritually dead. We were not
alive to God. And God was not alive tous. Atbest, God
was a topic of study or a religion to us.

So when Jesus went to the cross, He had this goal
in view — to impart life to man. And this is the goal of

So on the day of Pentecost, Peter preached the gos eI the Holy Spirit— to give life! (2 Cor. 3:6). Thisis why

and three thousand opened up and received the life|of
God. And a short time later, another five thousand!
Eventually, tens of thousands of men and wome
received the life of God. Then they started spreading
— from Jerusalem, to Judea, to Samaria, to Antioch, to
Galatia, to Asia Minor, and Europe — eventually all
over the world. The divine life was no longer encase
in one Man at one place. But now it was in many me
in many places. The devil did not succeed in terminat-
ing zoe life. He, to his great dismay, unwittingly
succeeded in doing the opposite — he released it to
multiply!

Thus, Christ no longer remains alone. By Hi
death and resurrection, many grains have been pro-
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He is called the life-giving Spirit and the Spirit of life
(1 Cor. 15:45; Rom. 8:2). So when we open up to Jesus
Christ and pray to receive His saving grace, two things
happen to us. First, we are cleansed in His blood and
made right with God. Second, we receive His life. That
is, we receive the divine life, the life that was incar-
nated and encased in that one grain of wheat, that went
through death, that came up in resurrection, that as-
cended to the Father’s right hand, and that was poured
out as the life-giving Spirit. Thatame lifehas now
gotten inside of us and millions of others.

The Lord said, “Because | live, you also shall live”
(John 14:19). Itis notjust He who is alive, but there are

(Continued on Page 8)
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(Continued from Page 3)

just did not know what | would say. |was so riveted t
my sermon notes that God was restricted to them. | had
spent thirty hours preparing each of those cards. Then
the Lord said, “Burn them.”

My God at that time was limited to a little blue
sermon card. | only experienced a blue-card God.
was narrowed to that one little thing. When He spok
to me to burn my sermons, He also said, “Do not use
any more notes when you speak.” | was so riveted to
those notes that the dealing over them was an intense
struggle for a period of time. It was likeylife was
going out the door into the incinerator. | definitely felt
like | was losing something. Of course, that is the wa
the soul life feels. It always feels like it is losing
something. So read your symptoms and find out where
you are. Whenyou are feeling like you are going to lose
something, that is a symptom. It is just a symptom of
the soul. The self cannot help but feel that way. Infac
itis programmed that way. And we feel that conscious-
ness in us. That is why there is a tug-of-war. You can
feel the tug of that contrary self-life.

But what happened to me was that | exchanged my
little measly all and | gdilis all. And from that point,
| remember getting up to speak without one note. | had
been enjoying God all week long in the Word, and I wa
sitting there on the platform, waiting to get up to share.
| was thinking, “God, what am | going to say? | hav
so many things to say.” The light in the Word wa
everywhere. The fresh flow of the Spirit was in my,
heart. | had found a larger God. | found a bigger Go
than | had known, a God who could supply and ener-
gize. Thisiswhat can happento uswhenthere are thase
little struggle points in our life and we just let our all go
and take His all. The struggle seems so real to you, but
don’t be bothered. God is stretching your capacity so that
He would be more of the fullness to you. Thisis our God.

We have to see how rich and full God wants t
make Christ in our experience. If we see what a bi
Christ we have — that all the fullness was pleased
dwell in Him — we will easily and readily give Him
first place in all things. We will enjoy the riches of Christ
in a way that we have never known, in a way that
transcends our piddly efforts, inaway above and beyond
what we have eked out in our Christian life up to now

The excellency of the knowledge of Christ

The apostle Paul gave Christ first place in al
things. Otherwise, how could he have such a test]
mony, saying, “I count all things dsing? Where did
he get that word? It is translated in various ways in
English — dung, refuse, rubbish, worthless trash.
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“Dung” is a word the Holy Spirit used from the expe-
rience of a man who was under the revelation of the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord.
| have often felt, “Dear Lord, | would like to get into a
crevice of Paul's heart. | want to know the kind of
Christ he knew.” In Philippians 3:8-9 he declargs,
“But moreover | also count all things to be loss on
account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, on account of whom | have suffered the
loss of all things and count them as refuse that | may
gain Christ® and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness which is out of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
out of God and based on faith.” Paul did not want to
have even a shred of his own righteousness. He was
saying, “I do not want anything in myself that could
boast or merit something or establish something before
God and feel satisfied that | did something. | do not
want one bit of my righteousness. | wantthe righteous-
ness which is of God by faitthat | may know Hirh
(Phil. 3:10). Thus, standingin Christas all my righteous-
ness is the key to knowing Him in an ever-deepening
way. |wantto know Him and all that He is as He lives
in me and operates in me. | do not want to be satisfied
with my own man-made righteousness proceeding from
myself. | want to know Him.

Do we see this? Thisis the testimony of a man who
sees Christ in such a way that all else fades away into
oblivion. This is the revelation of Christ given to usin
Colossians chapter 1. Itis the kind of vision where we
see that in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell.
Such a seeing of Christ has the power to become the
unique reason for Christ to be first place in all things in
our lives. Oh, we need to see such an immense Christ!

The transmittable and executable Christ

Now this Christ is transmittable and executable.
This is because He was processed through His incarna-
tion, human living, death, resurrection, and ascension.
Christwas identified with every kind of temptation that
we touch in our daily life. He defeated every foe and
won every battle with the world, the flesh, and the
devil. Not only that, He conquered death itself and
became in resurrection a life-giving Spirit, so that all
the residing fullness in Him is transmittable to us. Now
Christ can be instantly executed from within our spirit.

In regeneration our spirit was joined to the Lord,
making possible the direct transmission of His life into
us (1 Cor. 6:17; 15:45). Oh, what a vision — that such
a Person has now become One who is on our level, and
not only on our level, but on our levelinside of us. Now
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in our spirit, when we pray and sing and just join
ourselves with this One, then all the fullness that has
been pleased to dwell in Him, including God’s essence
and nature, is transmitted into our being so that He not only
transforms our soul but He gives life to our mortal bodies.

This is our Christ today. All the fullness concen-
trated in Him is transmittable to us and executable in us
and forus (Col. 1:19; 2:9-10). This means Christis all
sufficient to us. The more we see how all the fullnes
was pleased to dwell in Him, the more He will be all-
sufficient to us. What happens with such an awesome
revelation of Christ is that we discover His all-suffi-
ciency. Thatis the net effect over our being — His lif
is sufficient for everything. This all-sufficiency of
Christis over us that we might experience all that He i
in His immense and expansive fullness.

The discerning ability of seeing
the all-sufficiency of Christ

Because Paul saw such an all-sufficient Christ, h
could deal with the distractions that entered in amon
the Colossian believers: “Beware that no one carries
you off as spoil through his philosophy and empt
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according t
the elements of the world, and not according to Chris
(2:8). Look at Paul's discernment concerning thing
that distract from Christ. Once you see Christ the w
God sees Christ, you will have an automatic discern-
ment concerning the things that differ from Christ an
are substitutes for Him (cf. Phil. 1:9-10). It is not
matter of judging or condemning anything or anyone.
It is a matter of discerning.

When you are under the revelation of the all
sufficiency of Christ and you see that in Him all the
fullness was pleased to dwell, you can evaluate every-
thing. The revelation has discerning ability. It discern
the emphasis today in the whole professing Christian
world. Itdiscerns the Christian magazines. It discerns
the stories and reports circulating in the Christia
world. It discerns the focus of all the Christian activi-|
ties and seminars. It discerns the Christian book-
stores. It discerns the “how-to” books, the psycholog
books, even the books on handling your money and
having a better marriage. | do not mean that Go
cannot be in all these things, but | am saying that so
many believers today are focused on these kinds of
things, and the all-sufficiency of Christ is diminished.
There is not a taste and an aroma of Christ. Instead, it
is a philosophy. It is avay of doing things. It is
methods, procedures, and principles to live by. Iti
adjusting your life. It is solving your problems. We
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cannot say that all these things are bad. They may be
good. Butgood is not necessarily God. From the very
beginning of the Bible, there was the tree of the
knowledge ofjoodand evil, signifying an independent
self-life with Satan as its source.

In Colossians 2:8 Paul is burdened to warn the
saints of the distractions so that no one would carry
them off through these substitutes, which are not accord-
ing to Christ. What are we according to? We must be
accordingto Christ. Inverse 9 Paul assigns the redson
we should be according to Christ: “For in Him dwells all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” The conjunction
“for” can also be translated “because.” It is the same
conjunctiongti[hoti], usedin Colossians 1:19, which
tells uswhy Christ has the first place in all things.

In verses 8 and 9 Paul gives us a clear comparison.
He compares the Christ who embodies the fullness of
the Godhead with the superficial realm of philosophy,
empty deceit, the tradition of men, and the elements of
the world. This comparison shows us that the real
fullness of our life is to be found in being completely
occupied with the Person of Jesus Christ. Fullness is
not found anywhere else but in Christ. All the fullness
in Colossians 1:19 includes the fullness of the Godhead
dwelling in Him bodily in Colossians 2:9. And not
only in Theirexistencas the Godhead part of all the
fullness, but the enticonomyf the Godhead is also
part of all the fullness.

We are made full in Him

Paul continues in verse 10: “And you have been
made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and
authority.” The word “fullness” in verse 9 and the
words “made full” in verse 10 come from the same
Greek word. Thus, Paul first reveals Christ as the
embodiment of all the fullness, and then he says, “And
you have been made fullin Him.” The verb “have been
made full” is in the perfect tense — the tense that
describes a permanent state of being. So it can mean
that even with all the philosophy, tradition of men, and
other distracting things, even with your hearts broken
and suffering due to these kinds of things (2:2), you are
still presently in a state of fullness in Him.

Christis your real point of reference; you are made
fullin Him. Allthe fullness dwells in Him, and you are
in Him. So we do noarrive at fullness. We do not
stretch forth and seek to somehow attain fullness. We
startoutin fullness because we are joined to fullness —
we are joined to Christ — and fullness is our life (Col.
3:4). Fullness is our permanent state. Fullness is our

(Continued on Page 8)
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real situation. Are you notin Christ? Is your spirit no
intertwined and joined with the One in whom dwells all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily? Are you not righ
now joined to Christin your spirit? Now, what will you
relate to when you wake up in the morning? Will yo
relate to the self, with all the thoughts and feelings of
the soul life? Orwill you relate to your real life? When
you relate to Christ, your real life, you relate to you
state of fullness. Thus, our constant point of referencge
is always Christ. Our beginning is Christ. We do no
travel to reach Christ. He is our starting point. | do nat
care where | am or how | am — on the floor, under th
floor, or up against a wall. My starting point is alway
Christ, where all the fullness dwells.

So practically in our experience we must see that
all the fullness includes all the fullness of the Godheal
and that we are made full in that fullness. That fullness
is described in John 17:10, where Jesus says, “And
things that are Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and
I have been glorified in them.” This means the fullnes
in the Godhead is being transmitted into us. We are
made full with the riches of Their nature and essence.
Jesus is glorifiedn us. That is why it is so utterly
important to be done with a life of introspection. Inthi
fullness we are through with morbid introspection ove
ourselves — analyzing the self, our failures, and our
fears about the future. We must be done with that kind
of life, and ever keep our spirit in its proper order
fixed on Christ. This is what Paul is saying in Colos
sians 2:5: “l am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see you
good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.
Our order is faith in the Person who is our fullness. Thi
is the proper order of our being. Our order is ou
enjoyment of the fullness of Christ, where we receiv
grace upon grace (John 1:16). We receive His all. Wi
Christ, God freely gives us all things (Rom. 8:32).

Giving our all for His all

Who would not give all for this? All includes
everything. Itincludes every emotion, every reaction,
every kind of environment that we cope with, the
hopeless feelings that sweep over our soul, the depres-
sion that seizes us. Nothing is as bad and wrenching as
depression. It grips you like a vice so that your feeling
seemingly cannotrise. Depression is a horrible state
be in. But we can even surrender that state to the Lor
Who can get out of that state? We bring our state t
Him by calling upon His name (cf. Lam. 3:52-57). In
that call — “Jesus” — is the revelation of all the
fullness that was pleased to dwellin Him. Thatfullnes
met death and conquered it. It broke through demonic
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regions and realms. It defeated every region of the
enemy’s domain. And whether | feel His victory or |
don't feel it, | declare that Name. Whether | have an
instantaneous change or | don’t have any change, | speak
that Name. We do not walk by sight. We walk by faith.
Sightis what we see. Sightis what we can feel. It may be
that to us God is our own subjective feeling. But God is
not our feeling. God is God. So by faith we say, “Thank
You, Jesus, You are the Victor. You broke through the
regions of death and hell and Hades. You broke through
it all. Now You are far above all to be my all.”

It is an awesome thing to see that in Christ all the
fullness was pleased to dwell. Included in that fullness
is all that He has accomplished in God’s economy. And
now in Him we are in a state of fullness because we are
drawing our resources out of His fullness. The Chris-
tian life is nothing but a life of grace — grace in
exchange for grace. What a Christ!

— Bill Freeman

(Continued from Page 5)

many others who aasoalive. | can personally testify
that | am alive to God. One night | opened my heart to
Jesus. He came into me and my spirit was reborn. My
spirit came alive with zoe life. Now | don’t just have
bios. | don't just have psuche. I've got zoe! This is
God’s goal over me. This is His goal over you. God'’s
goalis to impart His life into each one of us. Thank God
for Christ! Thank God for the grain of wheat that fell
into the ground and died! Thank God for the life that
was released and multiplied!

— To be continued
— Kirk Eland
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