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The Mandate for God’s Building

 Christian on the Internet
the

Selected articles from the Christian and other writ-
ings published by Ministry Publications may now

be accessed and downloaded through the Internet  (World
WideWeb).  Several brothers and sisters have ex-
pressed a growing burden to make these writings avail-
able through the computer to anyone around the world.

By going online, finding the web browser, and
typing in the Internet address of Ministry of the Word,
the home page of Ministry of the Word can be accessed
by any computer in any part of the world.

Web Page address:  http://getnet.com/~ministry
E-Mail address:  Ministry@getnet.com

(Continued on Page 2)
What is God’s building?

When we speak of God’s building, we a
speaking of the church in a particular wa
It is simply the church as we are related

one another, as we are fitting together with one ano
in our experience of Christ.  The building is being
related to one another as we are related to Christ.  How
we are each related to Christ — how we interact w
Him, how we deal with Him, how we let Him deal wi
us — is how we are related to one another.  God, in
desire, has one goal, and that is His building, whic
Himself wrought into us corporately so that we a
related to one another in Him.  We are related to 
another in God’s building as we are growing up i
Christ in all things.  The result is that Christ Himself ma
His home in us, settles down and lives in us, betwee
in our relationships not only locally, but universa
with so many saints.  This is the building of God.

The building of God is being related to each ot
as we are related to Christ.  The building is not m
natural relationships.  It is not merely people of the sa
color gathered together.  Neither is it people of the s
background agreeing together.  The building is mad
of all of us diverse peoples as we are related to Ch
That is why when we were visiting saints in Africa, w
were home.  It was just like a church meeting here
was no different.  It was the same in Russia, the sam
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England.  This is because wherever there is the reali
Christ being lived out, then we are properly related to
another.  This is the building of God.

The building and our experience of Christ

Our personal experience of Christ issues in 
relationships with one another.  Thus, to not take ca
our relationships in the building is a symptom o
deficiency in our personal experience of Christ.  T
building is already existing in our spirit (Eph. 2:22).  
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(Continued from Page 1)
when we touch the realm of the Spirit, we enter int
relationship with one another that is supernatural.  
building of God is a supernatural relationship that 
have with one another, and that we enjoy with o
another.  It is not natural.  It is not in the old creation
is not in Greek or Jew, circumcision, barbarian, Scyth
It has nothing to do with that.  It has to do with Chr

So in our experience everything of the world l
untouched in our lives, and everything lived out in o
flesh — our own thought, our own view, our ow
concept — anything undealt with, where Christ is 
the content and we have not grown up into Him in t
area, these are points that will affect our relationsh
with one another.  The building is not just someth
cheaply thrown together or an assembly of Christi
that decide, “We are going to be the church.”  It is 
that.  The building consists only of those who live 
another life — Christ.  In the building He is all and in a
A fundamental adjustment in our relationships with o
another takes place.  We see that how we feel abou
another and how we are related to one another is dire
related to how much the Lord has possessed us in
actual experience.

When Paul speaks of Christ as the Head, it is in
context of the building of His Body, the church.  He sa
that we should “grow up in all things into Him who is t
Head — Christ — from whom the whole Body, bei
fitted and knit together by what every joint supplies
causes growth of the Body” (Eph. 4:15-16).  By this 
see that the building is directly related to our experie
of Christ, and that our experience of Christ affects 
relationships with one another.  The building is Ch
settling down to live in us, with us, through us, to
express Himself out from us.  The present, etern
heart’s desire of the Triune God is to be totally incor
rated into all the members of Christ as a living hous
living habitation (Heb. 3:6).  This house is in o
relationships one with another.  As the church we 
being built up.  To be built up is simply to be “Christ
up.”  To be built up is to experience Him.  This is t
building now.  This is the habitation of God between

The building and growing up into Christ

In Ephesians 4:15-16 our growing up into Chr
causes the growth of the Body unto the building up
itself in love.  Then look at verse 17:  “This I sa
therefore, and testify in the Lord.”  When Paul sa
Page 2
e
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“therefore” he is connecting what he is going to say w
what he just said.  In other words, in the light of t
building, in the light of God inhabiting us as His hou
if this is to be a reality, you must “no longer walk as 
rest of the Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind.”  
if you and I as believers are living in a realm called 
vanity of our mind — we have had certain thoug
patterns; we have had certain ways of thinking — if
live in that and walk in that, we are going to find so
kind of discordant disturbance within us in our relatio
ships with one another as members of the Body.

Division has taken place over the years.  The B
has been divided again and again.  Apparently it is
to doctrinal points.  Apparently it is due to differenc
over methods.  But actually there cannot be build
apart from Christ growing up into all the saints in 
things — from the vanity of our mind, to our talking, 
our life in every dimension.  Paul is saying, “You can
have this (the building) unless you have that (grow
up into Christ).”  If we are living a fleshly, worldly life
a life in vanity, there will be no building where Go
inhabits our relationships and where we are rooted
grounded in love and able to apprehend with all 
saints the vast dimensions of the knowledge-surpas
love of Christ (Eph. 3:17-19).  There will be no way
do that if we are living in the vanity of our mind.

In the church life situations arise, offenses occ
things take place.  This is normal.  This is as it should
We meet situations that we are frustrated with, we
unhappy with.  This exposes the shortness of our na
life in being able to live the building life.  And that 
okay too.  This is no cause for fear.  Nothing c
intimidate me, because I can cry, “Abba, Father!”  T
Builder is within me.  And when I say, “You are th
Christ, the Son of the living God,” I immediately relea
the One who says, “I will build.”  That means you 
Him build and relate you.  You let Him do it in you.  Yo
cannot do it.  I cannot do it.  Only He can do it.

If my frustration and my offense does not g
touched by the Lord, and I do not grow up into Him
my offense, I do not take the Lord, there is no possib
for Christ to build us together.  Maybe, in our thoug
to take the Lord means to change the situation —
rectify it so that it will be okay for me.  We may thin
“If so-and-so would only straighten up, I would be
good Christian.”  O Lord Jesus.  It is not the oth
person.  It is us.  The point is, if you and I do not 
touched when things transpire, and we do not exp
the Christian  Vol. 13, No. 2
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ence Christ in those areas, then there is no possibilit
relationships in the Triune God together.  This is 
cause the building is not a natural thing.  It is a Ch
thing.  It is Christ in us.  It is growing up into Him in a
things.

The building as the extension of
Christ’s Person and work

In Ephesians 4:17 when Paul says, “This I s
therefore,” it is immediately following the vision of th
building in Ephesians 2—3.  In Ephesians 2:13 ther
the work of Christ on the cross.  We are made near in
blood of Christ.  And in verse 14 He Himself is o
peace.  He has broken down the middle wall of partit
Then verse 15 says, “That He might create the tw
Himself into one new man, so making peace.”  Th
verses are related to Christ’s Person and His work, w
He did on the cross.  In verse 16 Paul goes on to 
“And that He might reconcile them both in one Body
God through the cross, having slain the enmity by 
We are talking about relationships that have been re
ated in the Person and work of Christ.  We have all b
made parts of Him, and we have been reconciled to 
in one Body together, not individually, but as one Bo
This vision of the work of Christ on the cross shows t
we were integrally involved.  Not only were our sins la
upon Him, but everything that divided us was term
nated there, and we were created in Himself as one
man, where He is all in all.  This is the vision in these f
verses.

Then verses 18-19 say,  18  “For through Him we
both have access in one Spirit to the Father.  19  Now,
therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreign
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
household of God.”  And verse 20 says, “Having be
built on the foundation of the apostles and proph
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone.”  N
listen to the first part of verse 21:  “In whom all th
building, being fitted together.”  Christ Himself is th
cornerstone.  Matthew 16:16 says, “You are the Ch
the Son of the living God.”  Upon this rock, th
cornerstone, Christ will build.  Here in Ephesians P
uses the term “being fitted together.”  We are fitt
together in direct proportion to our interaction wi
Christ.  The more we interact, the more we drink, 
more we call deeply, the more we give up ourself, 
frustrations, our hurts, our offenses, the more we giv
the Christian  Vol. 13, No. 2
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up and call “Jesus,” the more we are fitted togethe
guarantee that you will be fitted as you touch the Lo

How to fit in the building

Sometimes in the church life we have heard 
comment, “I don’t fit here.”  That is right.  We do not 
here.  It is not a matter of fitting, in the sense t
somehow we click together.  For example, we all p
tennis together.  We click with a certain group, like
high school.  That is not the church.  The church is
a social club.  It is not a political party.  The church
where we enjoy Christ together.  And when you ex
rience Christ, you fit.  You do not feel like a stranger
a foreigner.  But when you are deficient of Christ, y
feel like you do not fit.  And what happens is that inste
of experiencing Christ, you blame the church, or y
blame another person, or you blame a situation.  Do
see it?  It is so simple.

I have been living this life for many years now.  A
most of these years have been a Christian life.  A
have experienced many times the feeling of being on
outside, the feeling of being neglected, the feeling
being left out.  All of this through the years was alwa
my deficiency in my experience of Christ.  All I need
to do was come back to Him and find that He was my
sufficiency.  Then I fit with anybody.  I can fit with a
the saints.  I can forgive you.  I can forget.  It does 
make any difference.  All that matters is Christ betw
us.  This is a precious relationship together in G
Brothers and sisters, we are carrying God around 
us.  He is between us.

In Ephesians 2:21 we see the vision of this buildi
“In whom all the building, being fitted together, grow
into a holy temple in the Lord.”  Thank God it 
growing.  How much has He grown in you this week?
your living, how much have you grown up into Him
What about your thought life?  Did you grow up in
Him?  What about your practical living, your time, yo
money?  What about the decisions you made?  Did
grow up into Him?  As we are growing up into Him, t
church is growing, the temple is growing.  It is
habitation of God.  Verse 22 says, “In whom you also
being built together into a dwelling place of God in t
Spirit.”  How utterly awesome it is to look at the Pers
and work of Christ on the cross, to see the new m
being produced, culminating at the end of Ephes
Page 3
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• “in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

    • “for we walk by faith, not by sight.”
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The following message was given at a high school retreat.  Much o
original spoken format has been retained.

God’s calling for us is so high and heavenly.  It is an upw
call.  He’s called us to His own kingdom and glory, in
fellowship with His Son, into His marvelous light.  He

called us to sit with Him in heavenly places.  We’ve been called 
these wonderful and glorious things.  But then we have our prac
walk down here on earth.  So we have these two things:  a call 
the heavens and a walk on the earth.  And what we want to see
connection between our call and our walk.  And the word that
Bible uses to characterize this connection is “worthy.”  Paul tell
to have a walk that is worthy of the calling with which we have b
called.  In other words, our walk is not divorced from our call.  Th
is a definite connection between the two, even to the extent tha
walk should be compatible with and worthy of our call.

The Importance of Our Walk

Just think for a moment how the apostle Paul talks about
walk in all of his epistles.  If you have ever wondered or been un
whether or not our Christian walk is important, consider the follo

• “so we too might walk in newness of life.”

    • “But I say, walk by the Spirit.”

    • “good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

    • “walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called

    • “that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind.”

    • “Walk in love.”

    • “Walk as children of light.”

    • “Therefore be careful how you walk.”

    • “observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”

    • “For many walk, of whom I often told you . . . that they are enemies of the cr

of Christ.”

    • “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him.”

    • “and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them.”

    • “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders.”

    • “so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you.”

    • “how you ought to walk and please God, just as you actually do, walk that you

may excel still more.”

Walk!  Walk!  Walk!  Obviously, our walk is not a minor matte
to Paul.  He placed much emphasis on our walk in his epis
indicating how very important this was to him.  Now, what about
apostle John?  Was our walk important to him as well?  Cons
these verses from his writings:
    • “If we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship w

one another and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sins.”

The Importance of a Worthy Walk
age 4
e

    • “The one who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk in the same

manner as He walked.”

    • “But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness.”

    • “I was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth.”

    • “And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments . . . just as y

have heard from the beginning, that you should walk.”

    • “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”

What can we conclude?  Only one conclusion can be dra
which is that our walk was just as important to John as it was to P
He also placed much emphasis on this matter.  Finally, we mus
about the apostle Peter.  Did he, like Paul and John, conside
walk a matter of great importance?  The answer is, of cou
However, Peter used a different word in his epistles to talk abou
walk.  Paul and John usually used the Greek word peripatevw when
referring to our walk.  But Peter most often used the Greek w
ajnastrofhv, which is close in meaning to peripatevw, and is often
translated “manner of life” or “conduct.”  Consider these ver
from Peter’s writings:

     • “but like as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all manner of living.”

    • “knowing that you were redeemed . . . from your vain manner of life.”

    • “Keep your conduct excellent among the Gentiles.”

    • “Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that . . . they . . . m

won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct.”

    • “they may be put to shame who revile your good manner of life in Christ.”

    • “what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness!”

The point is this:  when God calls us, He’s serious.  He me
business.  He’s called us to something so high.  And His call m
be connected to our walk.  We must walk worthily of His c
Sometimes the world uses this phrase, “He just doesn’t get it.”
used in a derogatory sense to indicate that somebody is rathe
This person is unable to make the connections.  The conne
between two things is obvious, but this person cannot see
obvious — “he just doesn’t get it.”  Often in spiritual matters, we
like this.  We are spiritually dull and we have difficulty making t
connections between our call and our walk.  Sometimes we’ll 
a wonderful message in the meeting and we sit and nod our hea
say “Amen” to the word spoken.  We might even give a testim
to support the word.  But soon after leaving the meeting, we fa
apply what we heard.

For instance, let’s suppose the subject of the message we
is on our relationships and on keeping the peace of Christ with
another.  We enjoy the word and say “Amen.”  We stand up and
a testimony saying, “Praise the Lord, we can keep the peace be
ourselves!”  But then after the meeting, we go outside the doors
there’s our little sister asking us questions and being a pest.  We
and tell her, “Get out of my way!” or “Get lost!”  Or we get in a
argument over who gets to sit in the front seat of the car on the
home.  We don’t keep the peace of Christ between us.  We ha
made the connections.  We are rather dull.
the Christian  Vol. 13, No. 2
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An Example of Not Making the Connection

However, we should not feel too bad.  Even the twelve disci
were dull.  In fact, at times, they were really dull.  More often than
not, it seems that the twelve failed to make the connection betw
the Son of God who was with them and their practical daily life.  
example, in Mark 8 the Lord fed 4,000 men with seven loaves.
a prior occasion, He had fed 5,000 men with five loaves and two
Now, after feeding the 4,000 the Lord got into an encounter with
Pharisees.  The Pharisees were trying to test Him saying, “Sho
a sign from heaven.”  But the Lord was so grieved inside.  He sig
deeply in His spirit.  Why?  Because of the hardness of the Phari
hearts, and because He knew what a problem these Pharisees
be to His Body, the church, after His resurrection.  This is what 
occupying the Lord.

So with this on His heart, the Lord, with the twelve, got int
boat and started heading across the sea.  After departing
disciples realized that they had forgotten to bring bread and that
were down to one loaf.  They had only one loaf in the boat for at 
thirteen men.  And this is what they became occupied with.  T
were considering, “What shall we do?  We only have one lo
They got anxious.  They got disquieted.  They got worried 
bothered.  They were occupied with the anxiety of having only 
loaf.  But the Lord was impervious to all their fretting.  He w
occupied with something so much higher.  He was concerned a
the church and the potential effect that the Pharisees could ha
the disciples.  And so He warned the twelve saying, “Beware o
leaven of the Pharisees and Herod.”

Of course, when the twelve heard this they began to dis
among themselves, “He must be referring to the fact that we 
only one loaf.”  Why did they think this?  Because of what th
hearts were occupied with.  But the Lord looked at them and s
“No.  No.  No.  You are completely missing My point.  You are n
making the connection.”  Then He put a number of question
them.  He asked them, “When I fed the 5,000, how many loave
we start out with?”  They said, “Five.”  “And how many did we e
up with when we were done?”  They said, “Twelve.”  “I just f
4,000.  How many did we start out with?  “Seven.”  “How many 
you end up with?”  “Seven.”  “What then are you talking about?  W
do you reason and discuss that you have no bread?  There ar
twelve of you.  Do you think that I am unable to feed you?  Wh
your heart so hard, so dull?  Why can’t you see, perceive
understand?  Why can’t you hear Me?  I am occupied with m
higher things than loaves of bread.  I am occupied with My Body
church!  But you are occupied with small, petty things that I can ea
take care of.  That is why you are so dull and cannot understand

Making the Connection by Touching Jesus

So even the twelve had trouble making the connection!  I
that encouraging?  They didn’t know how to apply this Christ to th
daily life for their practical needs.  And brothers and sisters, like
the Christian  Vol. 13, No. 2
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twelve disciples, we too need help in this area.  So this is
“connection weekend.”  We want to connect our walk with our h
calling.  Now we must see that our spirit is crucial in making 
spiritual connection.  If you don’t know your spirit, if you haven
located and discovered your human spirit, that deepest part of
being where Christ lives, then you will have a tough time mak
consistent connections between your daily life and your high 
ing.  The most important thing for us to know is that we have a sp
There is a spirit in man and Jesus lives in my spirit.  I can contact
by opening my mouth and calling on His name.  I can touch H
And that’s the whole point of my spirit — to touch Jesus.

Let me ask you, when was the last time you touched the L
I do not mean a superficial touch, but a deep touch.  It’s possib
just be around Him, even “jostle” Him, but never really touch H
Let’s turn to two passages:  Luke 8:43-48 and Mark 5:24-34.  B
of these passages in the Word give the account of the woman
was afflicted with a flow of blood for twelve years.  She could 
be healed by anyone.  She went to physician after physi
spending everything she had.  But none could cure her.  So wh
she do?  She said to herself, “If only I may touch His clothes, I s
be made well.”  Thus, she came up behind Him, and touche
fringe of His cloak; and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.  
Jesus said, “Who is the one who touched Me?”  And while they w
all denying it, Peter said, “Master, the multitudes are crowding
pressing upon You.”  But Jesus said, “Someone did touch Me,
was aware that power had gone out of Me.”

This indicates that as the Lord was walking, a large cro
surrounded Him.  In fact, He could hardly make it through.  T
were pressing Him, jostling Him.  No doubt, many in the crowd 
come out of curiosity.  They had heard that Jesus had done 
miracles and they wanted to see Him.  But this woman was diffe
As weak as she was, she managed to make her way throug
crowd and touch Him by faith.  Immediately, the Lord stopped.  
only so — He made the whole crowd stop.  Then He turned aro
and searching the crowd with His eyes, He said, “Who touched M
This is why Peter said, “Touched You?  What are You talking ab
Lord.  There’s an entire crowd here touching You.”  The Lord s
“No, no.  I don’t mean jostle Me.  I mean really touch Me by fa
Who is it that really touched Me?  Somebody here did it, beca
felt power go out of Me.  I could feel grace transmit out of M
Supply went out of Me.  Who touched Me?”  This tells us that th
is a difference between just being around the Lord, near the L
even jostling the Lord, and really touching the Lord.  What a dan
this is for young people in the church life.  We can have go
parents, come to meetings, read our Bible, help in church servic
not really touch Jesus.  The whole point of all that we do is to to
Jesus.

The Lord took note of who touched Him.  Often, out of a crow
there are not many who touch Him, really touch Him.  There
often not many who by faith just go up and touch the hem of
garment.  But when you do, you get His attention.  And He’ll s
Page 5
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chapter 2 in the building of God.  So the building of G
is the new man and is the direct extension of Chri
Person and work, of what He has done.  The buildin
where God lives.  He lives in us and between us so tha
relationships with one another are the expression of G

The church is not a mere doctrine.  It is not j
something we saw ten years ago.  It is a living rea
today.  So if we are not in touch with the Lord today
our mind, and we are living by the vanity of our min
then we just will not fit into the church life.  If the churc
is real on this earth, this is the way it is supposed to
But if we go to Babylon, if we go to a counterfeit, if w
go to the place where we can go on Sunday morning
still live a sinful life, live an independent life, live for ou
own purpose, and just attend service, we will fit.  W
will get some hi’s and some handshakes.  But whe
God in the building?  Where are there churches on
earth where the very existence of that church life p
sures you to Christ?  This is the way it should be.

Paul’s prayer concerning the building

This is the vision of the apostle Paul.  This is w
when he ends Ephesians chapter 2 and goes to ch
3 he says, “For this cause,” the cause of the build
“For this cause I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus
you Gentiles —”  Notice the dash here.  Paul goes 
another matter not directly related to the buildin
There is a little interval between verses 2 and 14.
verse 14 he continues with the same phrase “For
cause.”  The cause is related to the building, altho
Paul has enriched it by the intervening verses wh
speak about the church as the eternal purpose of 
Then Paul says, “I bow my knees to the Father.”  “F
this cause” — for the cause of relationships togethe
the Spirit, for the cause of the building, for the cause
God having a place on the earth where His buildin
actually realized — “For this cause I bow my knees

When Paul prayed this prayer it was specifically 
this vision that goes back to the Lord’s Person and w
to God’s heart’s desire for His building.  How can th
building happen?  It is by this kind of prayer.  Verses 
16 say,  15  “From whom the whole family in heaven an
earth is named,  16  that He would grant you, accordin
to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with mi
through His Spirit into the inner man, that Christ m
make home in your hearts through faith.”  Paul
praying for our inner man to be so strengthened 
Christ could settle down and make home in our he
through faith.  He has to make home.  That means He
Page 6
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to take over.  You have to surrender your weaknes
surrender your unwillingness, surrender your offens
surrender your hurts, surrender your misunderstand
surrender it all.  Let Him make home.  Let Him se
down, because He is the only One that can live this 

This is why Paul prayed such a desperate praye
us to be strengthened into our inner man.  You can
make it in your outer man.  You cannot keep it togeth
You can only keep it together for six months, or a ye
or two years.  After that, you just can’t.  You will blo
up somewhere.  If you are coping, do not cope.  Do
hold it in.  Process it through Jesus.  Tell Him you ca
do it.  Tell Him there is hate in your heart.  Tell Hi
there is bitterness.  Tell Him all.  But tell Him.  Interact
with Him.  Let Him be everything to you.

Even let Him be the one saying, “Father, forg
them, for they know not what they do,” if you think th
do not know what they do.  Pray in that way.  Let t
be your portion of Christ.  Then, do you know wha
You will fit.  You will fit with the saints because yo
have touched another life.  Christ has made hom
your heart.

The building in knowledge-surpassing love

And what is the evidence of Christ making home
your heart?  It is being “rooted and grounded in lov
that you “may be full of strength to apprehend with
the saints what is the width and length and depth 
height” (Eph. 3:17-18).  And we have to realize th
these are not just the dimensions of Christ in a gen
way.  These are the vast dimensions of the knowle
surpassing love of Christ, as we see in the next phr
“to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, t
you may be filled with all the fullness of God” (v. 19
So to know that width, that length, that depth, and 
height means we are getting stretched and stretche
stretched to know a knowledge-surpassing love
Christ.

This is God’s love to us.  He did not impute o
trespasses to us on the cross.  It was knowle
surpassing love.  Thank God it was knowledge-surp
ing.  He forgave all our sins.  We are washed in 
blood.  In one day He removed all our iniquity, and 
did not count it against us anymore.  That is knowled
surpassing.  God is not calculating our sins, our hist
and our failure and leaving us to contend with t
whole scenario that ends in despair.  On the cr
everything was laid on Christ.  There the love of G
was demonstrated, and we were made the righteous
the Christian  Vol. 13, No. 2
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of God in Him.  He removed our filthy garments, 
Zechariah 3:4 says, and He clothed us with “rich rob
This is knowledge-surpassing love.

In the same way that the love of God is knowled
surpassing in His relationship with us personally, 
relationships with one another are to be knowled
surpassing.  We must know the love of Christ that pa
knowledge.  We are here together in the church lif
our imperfect states, in our experiences of finding 
Lord after going down ten dead-end streets, and liv
with someone who goes down ten dead-end str
before they find the Lord.  But there is a knowledg
surpassing love.  We will never forget dear Sister N
Watchman Nee’s sister-in-law.  She visited us sev
years ago.  Apparently some felt Sister Nee’s husb
was peculiar.  He was just peculiar in his deportmen
the way he did things.  Yet, in her experience she 
said, “That’s okay.  I don’t care.  Just let him be the w
he is.  That’s okay.”  You could feel the fragrance
Christ from that sister in her relationship with h
husband.  It was a knowledge-surpassing relations
This is the building, and this is what Paul is praying 
in Ephesians.

After he prays this, he says in verse 20, “Now
Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above
that we ask or think, according to the power that wo
in us.”  And what Paul has in his heart when he prays
is not outward miracles.  That is not in his thought he
What he is praying is this:  God is going to go beyo
what you can ask or think in your relationships with 
saints.  For example, when saints offend you or hurt y
because of the power working in you, you are going
climb up the ladder, so to speak, and surmount 
offense, that hurt, so that it will not make any differen
to you.  This is our Christ.  He is not a short Christ, a li
Christ.  He is a big Christ.  This is the church.

With this revelation, Paul culminates his prayer
verse 21:  “to Him be the glory in the church and
Christ Jesus unto all the generations forever and e
Amen.”  Then Paul immediately follows with, “I, there
fore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to hav
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called
(Eph. 4:1).  Then he says, “with all lowliness a
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one 
other in love, endeavoring to keep the oneness of
Spirit in the bond of peace” (vv. 2-3).  Paul brings us i
the harmony in the church and keeping what is betw
us.  It is God between us.  It is the oneness of the S
It is the oneness of the Triune God that has become
relationships.  This is what we keep.
the Christian  Vol. 13, No. 2
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The practical side of the building

Paul continues in chapter 4 to talk more about 
oneness, ending in verse 16 with the building.  And t
he begins to touch the practical side of the building
verse 17.  He says, “This I say, therefore.”  You h
seen this vision.  You have seen the building.  You h
heard the prayer.  Now I say this, “that you should
longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk in the va
of their mind, having their understanding darkene
This refers to the way they perceive things.  They
“alienated from the life of God, because of the ign
rance that is in them.”  Then Paul talks about how
nations have given themselves over to uncleannes
have no conscious feeling of God’s life.  This indica
that if I am in hardness and I do not soften and ope
the Softener of my heart, it is not just affecting m
personally.  When I deny the Lord in my experienc
am directly affecting my capacity to be related to you
the divine love.

This shows us that our experience of Christ
directly related to our relationships with one anoth
When we open to Him, there is another set of feeli
that comes to us.  There is another life.  It is a longsuffe
life.  It is a forgiving life.  It is a life imparted to ou
inward parts.  This is the building.  It is keeping t
oneness of the Spirit.  Paul is trying to help the saints
how this building happens.  You cannot just set up 
kind of church.  You have to be dealt with in the van
of your mind.  Then he continues in verse 25, “The
fore, putting away lying, each one speak truth with
neighbor, for we are members of one another.”  P
quoted this verse from Zechariah, a book on Go
building (8:16).  If we lie, if we are not a truthful perso
if we color things, if we live one life in front of other
and another life privately, if we have a double life, if 
live a lie, if we are not dealt with by God to be single
have one life — what we are in public is what we are
private — if we do not deal with God in these areas, it 
directly affect our ability to be in the building and to f

But if a person has been a liar, a habitual liar, 
God has gotten in, which has happened over the y
with various saints, and the Spirit has purified, h
caused them to feel, “That’s not accurate, that’s 
right, that was a lie” — when God got in and they gr
up into Christ in those areas, experiencing Chris
their transparency, in their accuracy, this automatic
caused them to fit into the building.  But woe to t
person who is deceived enough to be living a double
Page 7
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— Kirk Eland
(Continued from Page 7)
and then blames the church or blames another pe
when something negative happens in the church.  W
a displacement of the real source of the problem.  T
are the facts, saints.  The building is simple.  Just g
up into Christ in all things.  I do not mean that in one 
we grow up into Him.  But as things keep surfacing
they keep coming up, we have one point of referenc
Christ.  Christ is everything.  We handle Him.

Then Paul says in verses 26-27:  26  “Be angry, and
do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your wrat27

nor give place to the devil.”  This indicates that living
anger surely will affect the building.  And Paul cont
ues in verse 28, “Let him who stole steal no longer,
rather let him labor, working with his hands what
good, that he may have something to give him who
need.”  In business dealings, do we steal?  Do we
others financially?  How are we with money?  We m
grow up into Christ in all things.  Otherwise, we can
expect to be for the Lord’s purpose and for the build
This building only works with Christ.  He is not 
slogan, and He is not a term.  He is our life.  It is thro
experiencing Christ as our life with one another that
church is built.  Paul is trying to connect these t
things in the minds of the saints.  Look at this 
building in Ephesians 1—4:16.  Then he adds, “Th
say, therefore, and testify in the Lord,” and mentions
the things that apparently are so mean and low, but
are directly related to our relationships with each ot

Then look at verse 29:  “Let no corrupt commu
cation proceed out of your mouth, but what is good
necessary building up, that it may impart grace to
hearers.”  Some things that we say may be true, but
do not give grace.  Someone said recently, “I am 
stating facts.”  Yes, you can state facts, but you ma
offending love.  What if God stated facts about u
What if all the facts about us were on display?  There
facts, yes.  But do not be a “factious” man, if I may u
that term a little differently.  After speaking in this wa
Paul adds in verses 30-32,  30  “And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed unto 
day of redemption.  31  Let all bitterness, wrath, ange
clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, w
all malice.  32  And be kind to one another, tenderheart
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forg
you.”  So we can see that all these verses are dir
related to the building — to relationships where Go
all in all between us.  The building is our relationsh
with one another as we are related to Christ.  Ultima
the building of God is a network of relationships
Christ.  That is the building.  It is Christ’s Person a
work embodied and actualized in the relationships
the saints.
Page 8
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“Who touched Me?  Power went out.”  So, young people, our s
is given to us by God in order that we could touch Jesus.  That’s
it’s not necessarily a matter of volume, of how loud we are.  It
matter of depth, of going deeper, because our spirit is our dee
part.  Our mind is not our deepest part.  Our mind is a shallow 
But our spirit is our deepest part.  And our spirit is what God has g
to us to touch Him.  But to touch Him we need our mouth, and with
mouth we can dig and go deeper until we really touch Him.

Not Stopping Until We Touch Him

An example of this in the New Testament is blind Bartima
(Mark 10:46-52).  Bartimaeus didn’t stop until he touched the L
and let the Lord touch him.  That’s how we need to be.  Don’t se
for a shallow life.  Don’t settle for a superficial life of just bein
around Christ.  Don’t settle for a convenient Christ or a Christ 
fits your lifestyle.  We all know that we should not settle for t
world.  But don’t settle for a shallow Christian life either.  Be li
Bartimaeus, who was desperate to touch Jesus.  He was a blin
who was sitting on the road begging.  But when he heard that the
was coming by, he just began to cry out, “Jesus, Son of David, 
mercy on me!  Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Th
nearby tried to shut him up.  “Be quiet.  Be reverent.  Be reser
Don’t be so desperate.”  But Bartimaeus would not stop.  Until he
real contact with the Lord, he would not shut up.  Young people
like Bartimaeus.  Don’t stop until you’ve contacted Jesus.  Don’t 
a shallow life.  You’ll never be satisfied.  We need to tell the Lo
“I don’t want a shallow life.  I don’t want a superficial life.  I don
want to just be around You.  I want to be a person that goes dee
will not stop until I touch You in my spirit.”

(Continued from Page 5)
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