the

Vol. 12, No. 3

Christian

March 1995

The Significance of the Ground of Oneness

The centrality of Christ

T he oneness between believers and the practic
the church are both dependent on the central
of Christ. Christ is the center. Indeed, Christ
Himself is the reality of the Christian life and the churgh
life. When Christis my center, | am free from my self.
| am free from anxiety. | am free from self-consciou
ness. | am free from self-condemnation. | am tota
free because | died and my life is now hidden with Chr
in God (Col. 3:3-4). And “Itis no longer | who live, bult
Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). Hallelujah!

Christ is our joy. Christ is our encouragement.
Christis our faith. Christis our living. We interact with
Him in everything in our lives. We only interact with
Christ. Our interaction is not with ourselves — with
self-reflection and self-condemnation. Christ is our
righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30). He is “all and in all” to us
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relationship with one another (Col. 3:11). Because He
isin all of us, we are all related to each otherin Him. We

b ofdo not need to “join” the church. We do not sign up to
ty become members of the church. The church comesinto

our spirit when we receive Christ. The churchis in all
of us because the churchis Christ. We recognize Christ!
When we recognize Christ, we recognize the church!
Wherever Christ is, there is the church! The reality of
the churchis a Person. Itis notadoctrine. Itisnotaway.
Itis nota man. Itis Christ Himself. So wherever Christ
is, there is the church. The best we can do is simply see
it, acknowledge it, receive one another, and say “Amen.”
We receive one another because we have all been
received by God (Rom. 14:3). We have been redeemed
by the same blood. We have the same one Father (Eph.
4:6). There is only one “Abba,” one Father, and He is
inall of us (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:6). Sowhatdowe do? We
say, “We are in the same family!” Hallelujah! This is

(Col. 3:11). Jesus Christ is the Christian life. We need the church. Itis so simple.

to look away to Him. Look away from yourself. Look
away from your failure. Look away from your bad
mood. Look away unto Jesus. Hallelujah! Christisthe
centrality of everything in our Christian life. hiethe
Christian life itself in every aspect.

The church is Christ in His oneness with the Father

Not only is Christ the Christian life, but He is also
the reality of the church life. Christ is the centrality of
the church (1 Cor. 12:12). Apart from Him there is no
church. We must understand that the practice of
churchissues from the centrality of Christ. Christis our

There is something already existing between us.
God put it into us. Itis called the oneness of the Spirit
(Eph. 4:3). We all keep this oneness of the Spirit
because the Spirit dwells in us. We learn to recognize
the Spiritin each other. We recognize the oneness ofthe
Spirit between us. This oneness is so precious because
it embodies the oneness of the Father and the Son. We
have been admitted into Their oneness! The oneness of
the Spiritis the oneness of the Triune God. The oneness
between the Father and the Son now resides in the Spirit.
There is no other oneness like this oneness. There is no

he other oneness in the whole universe but the oneness

between the Father and the Son.
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This oneness is a flow of oneness and love circulat-

ing between the Father and the Son, and communica
to us through the Spirit. Hallelujah! Now the Spirit ig
inus. Look atwhatisin us! Look at the oneness! O
oneness is Their oneness. Their oneness has bec
our oneness. When we fellowship with one another,
recognize Christ, we recognize the Spirit, we recogniz
the Father. The Father is in us, Christisin us, the Sp
is in us. Their oneness is in us! How precious is o
oneness! Our oneness is the oneness of the Triune G
We do not create oneness. We do not negotiate to
one. We do not try to be one. We do not figure out hg
to be one. Brothers and sisters, wweeiveoneness.
Oneness is a gift given to us. Oneness is the gift of i
— eternal life (John 17:3, 21, 23). This eternal lif
consists of knowing the Father and the Son. To kn
the Father and the Son is to know Them in Th
oneness. All believers have received this gift (Ac
11:16-18). All believers can enjoy this oneness.
The oneness of believers is in the realm of t
Triune God. Itis not like the unity of a social club. |
is not like the unity of a political party. Itis not like th
religious unity practiced in a traditional way. Joh
17:23 reveals that our oneness is God Himself betw
us. The first part of the verse says, “l in them, and Y
in Me.” This refers to the Lord’s indwelling of us, th
believers. Butitisthe Lord’'s indwelling in atriune way
It is His indwelling with His relationship with the
Father. The next phrase says, “that they may be [p
fected into] one.” The word “perfected” is in the perfe
tensein Greek. The perfecttense is a combination of
past, present, and future. It signifies that somethi
happened in the past, continues to be a present rea
and will continue to be a future state. The Wue
translation of John 17:23 brings out the perfecttense:
in them and You in Me, in order that they, having bee
brought to the state of completeness with respect
oneness, may persistin that state of completeness, to
end that the world might be understanding .. ..” Thewo
“perfected” means to be brought into a state of con
pleteness, or perfection, and then to persist in that st
Now we need to ask, what is this state of perfectio
It is simply this: “l in them, and You in Me.” Itis the
Lord’s indwelling with His relationship with the Father,
that has becomeur state of perfection. Brothers an

Consider who lives in the saints. In John 17:23 the
edLord says, “l in them and You in Me, in order that they,
having been brought to the state of [perfection] with
Ul respect to oneness, may persist in that state of [perfec-
DMEon].” This verse shows us that the state of perfection
Ve already exists. Ephesians 4:3 also reveals this existing
’€ state of perfection. When Paul exhorts the believers to
rit “keep the oneness of the Spirit” in this verse, he is
Ur admitting that the oneness already exists. We cannot
od“keep” what we do not have. So “the state of perfection”
bein John 17:23 is the “oneness of the Spirit” in Ephesians
W 4:3. Thus, we are now in a state of perfection. How do
we know that? Because the Father lives in us, the Son
€ lives in us, and the Spirit lives in us. We have Them, in
Their oneness, between us.
W The way we keep this already-existing oneness is
ir by remaining in peace. That is, the uniting bond of
S peace becomes the barometer of our oneness-keeping.
For example, | may say something to you that seems so
€ right to me, but it disturbs the peace between us. It
creates a wall between us. Or | may say something to
correct you, but the peace, like a dove, flies away. We
have to take care of the peace. Rather than living
€N according to our rightness, we learn to live according to
U the peace in our hearts.

Colossians 3:15 says, “Let the peace of [Christ
arbitrate] in your hearts.” The Greek word for “arbi-
trate” is related to the umpire’s function in the ancient

I-Greek games. The umpire was the one who made the
t decisionsinthose games. As believers we have aninner
heumpire, an inner decision-maker — the peace of Christ.
'9 We need to take care of the peace. If | frown at you, if
Ity am mad at you, if | ignore you, or if I do not care for

5t you, | offend the peace in my heart. When | offend the
“l peace in my heart, | affect the oneness of the Triune God
N betweenus. Sowe have to keep the oneness of the Spirit
0 in the bond of peace. Always care for the peace.
thanyherever the peace is, that is the realm of the kingdom
'd of God. The kingdom of God is not about who is right
N- and who is wrong. The kingdom of God is righteous-
Ite.ness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).
? Oh, what a oneness we have! We are handling this
oneness. Inthis oneness Christis everything. Heis the
centrality. He comes into us. He unites us to Himself.
We are His very Body, organically joined to Him as the

sisters, whenthe Lord isinus, the Fatherisin us, and WweHead. We are members of the Second in the Godhead.
are in a state of perfection. This perfection is not Of course, this does not mean that we are deity, but it

something we work up or work out. Itis the Triune Go
in His oneness dwelling within us and between u

means that we are members of Christ by virtue of His
- life living in us and filling us (Eph. 1:23). As His

Their oneness is our perfection. We are handling the members, we have the oneness that He, our Head, has

oneness ofthe Triune God. To fe”OWShIp with a brother with the Father. Their oneness becomes our oneness,
or sisteris to touch the oneness of the Father and the $omnd our oneness is an extension of Their oneness.

within that person.
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The church on this earth is an extension and cd
tinuation of the Father and the Son'’s relationship floy
ing in the Spirit. The Lord reveals this in John 17:2]
“that they also may b Us’ (ASV). We have been
brought into the Father and the Son. Their oneness
become our oneness. Thisis what makes the church
church. This is why the church is Christ — the churg
is simply the expression of all that He is. Christ, wh
is the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead (C

2:9), isalso the Head of the Body, the church (Col|.

1:18). As the Head He flows all the fullness of th
Godhead into His Body. This is why it is not a matte
of joining the church, but rather of seeing and recogn
ing the church. When we see the church in this way,

have genuine fellowship with one another.

The centrality of Christ and the ground of onenessg

Now we must see how the centrality of Chris
relates to the ground of oneness. The ground of onen
is a precious revelation. It is the practical means fo
common expression of all the saints in the localitig
where they live. We live on this earth in various citie
and we recognize the Christ who is in all the sain
where we live. Out of this mutual recognition of Chris
the church meets as one according to cities.

The ground of oneness is not a doctrine, a pers
an organizational practice, or a deeper-life experien
nor is it a certain denomination. The ground of th
church for believers to form one local church is a cit
This truth about the local church is simple and corr
sponds to the conscience of all Christians. We do 1
want to be denominational; we simply want to be
Christian meeting with other Christians.

As believers we all have Christ. So we can all enjg
the peace of Christ between us, even with our differe
backgrounds and different understandings of the Bib

n- living throughout the known world. There were saints in
V- Jerusalem, in Antioch, in Ephesus, in Galatia, and so
l: forth. James and Peter even addressed some saints who
were sojourners in the Dispersion. They had been
hasscattered to many places. When you read the New
theTestament, you observe that saints lived in all these
h various cities and regions.
0 Christwas in each one of these saints. There was no
pl. division in the way they met. The saints were grouped
according to geography. They were simply identified
according to where they lived. For example, in 2
2r  Corinthians 6:11 Paul says, “O Corinthians!” He does
Z- not call them Baptists. He does not call them Presbyte-
we rians. He does not call them Charismatics. He just says,
“O Corinthians.” This is the way he identified the
church there in Corinth. According to this thought, if
you live in a particular city, you simply express Christ
there. To say “the church in Corinth” is equivalent to
t saying “Christ in Corinth.”
ess  When the church was having a problem with divi-
[ & sion, the way Paul dealt with it was by saying, “Is Christ
2S divided?” (1 Cor. 1:13). He did not say, “Is the church
divided?” He said, “Is Christ divided?” To be the
ts church is equivalent to being the members of Christ.
We are not the members of a certain denomination. We
are not the members of an association. We are not the
N, members of a man-made organization. We are mem-
t€; bers and parts of Christ. This s the reality of the church.
e This is why the Bible stresses the centrality of Christ so
Y. much. Itis because the church is not something other
e- than Christ. We should not separate the church from
10t Christ. When referring to the church, Paul said, “Is
a Christ divided?” This reveals that in his understanding
the church is an extension of Christ. Thus, identifying
DY the church in the New Testament days was simple. It
nt was identified according to where the saints lived. The
€. practical identification of believers was mainly related

e

5,

Though we do not agree about everything, we still to geography. The saints mettogether, all receiving one
recognize and appreciate Christ within one another. another. These are matters related to the ground of the
We take care of Christ. In the church as the new man, church. We stand as one with all believers where we

there is no more Greek, no more Jew, no more barbar-live, and share our Christ together.

ian, no more Scythian, but Christis “all and in all” (Col.

3:10-11). This means Christ is central in our relation-
ships. The factor in receiving all the saints is that Christ

is all and in all. This is very simple and withou
complications. Christis all. He is the sum total of

our “spiritual math.” There is nothing hard to undet
stand. There is only one answer — Christ is all and

all! Praise the Lord! This is the reality of the Body.

The relationship between
the church and the kingdom
Il In God’s administration the churches today are the
present reality of the kingdom (Rom. 14:17). This
in present reality exists for the ushering in of the manifes-
tation of the kingdom over the whole earth. The Lord

This is the reality of our oneness. So we must stand told us to pray, “Youkingdonmcome. Your will be done

together on the common ground of Christ Himself.
In the early days of the church there were sair

on earthas it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). Thus, the
ts
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The

Kingdom of God

he kingdom of God is a topic of great interest amon
T believerstoday. There is a growing anticipation in th

hearts of many for the coming kingdom through th
return of our Lord Jesus. As aresult, much attention is bei
given to the scriptural passages that relate to the kingdom
God. However, as numerous students of the Bible have fou
the kingdom of God is not an easy matter to fully apprehen
even after many hours of study. Indeed, among believersth
seems to be considerable confusion about the kingdom, wh
is largely due to the fact that there are many different aspe
of the kingdom presented throughout the Word. It seems tf
these different aspects are difficult to piece together into o

indicating that God has already accomplished it. In other
words, we are already in the kingdom.

How then do we reconcile these two sides of truth as they
relate to the kingdom? On the one hand, the kingdom is
coming. Onthe other hand, the kingdom has already come and
we are presently in it. How can this be? The answer to this
seeming contradiction is actually quite simple. We must
remember that the kingdom is inextricably related to its King,
N9 Jesus Christ. Infact, the very existence of the kingdom of God
of is fully dependent on its King. Without the King, there is no
nd, kingdom; as the King is, so is the kingdom; as the King goes,
d, so goes the kingdom. So we must ask, how is the King? Is He
€ coming? We would emphatically answer, “Yes, He is com-
ch ing!” But then we must ask, is He already here? Just as
CtS emphatically, we would answer, “Yes, He is already here!”
at He lives in us and walks among us (Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 6:16; Rev.
N€ 2:1). Surely, He is present. Thus, we can say that Jesus Christ

O

coherentwhole. Infact, some of these aspects even seem hargs coming and is already here. Both are true.

to reconcile. Moreover, it is difficult to discern how the
kingdom of God is related to the church. Though itis obviou
that there is a close relationship between the two, it is hard
define exactly what that relationship is.

Of course, such a major topic as the kingdom of Gg
could never be adequately treated in this short article. Nev
theless, we can at least cover some of the basic principles
the kingdom and, in so doing, see an overall vision of th
kingdom, especially as it relates to the church.

When |s the Kingdom?

To properly see the kingdom of God, we must firg

What then is the distinction between His coming and His
S being here already? The distinction is simply that in this age,
10 Christ is here as the Spirit. He is living in us as the Spirit of
Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19; Rom. 8:9-11; Gal. 4:6). He is now our
d life (Col. 3:4). And the Bible tells us that He is our life in a
2= hiddenway. Paul puts it this way: “Your life liddenwith
of Christ in God” (emphasis added) (Col. 3:3). It is not that
€ Christ today is unreal or illusory. He is simply hidden in us.
He is not yet manifested for all to behold. Instead, He is here
invisibly as the Spirit indwelling us as our hidden life. But
when Jesus Christ returns to this earth, He will be hidden and
invisible no longer. He will visibly appear in glory and power,

L and every eye will see Him (2 Thess. 1:7-10; Rev. 19:11-16).

understang@vhenthe kingdom comes. Atfirst glance this may
seem obvious — the kingdom comes when Jesus Ch
returns to this earth. It is a plain fact of Scripture that t
kingdom of God is coming as a future event. The Lor
Himself implored us to pray for its coming (Matt. 6:10). An
the Bible clearly teaches that the kingdom will arrive at th

second coming of Christ (2 Tim. 4:1; 1 Cor. 15:24; 2 Thess.

1:5-10; Rev. 11:15; 12:10). This seems simple enough
grasp. But then things become more complicated. Ot
verses inthe New Testament indicate that the kingdom of G
isalready here For instance, the apostle John states that Je
Christ made us a kingdom (Rev. 1:6). The verb “made” is
the aoristtense, which means He made us akingdom atap
intime in the past. Here the kingdom is not a future matter,
a matter accomplished in the past and thus experienced in
present. Similarly, the apostle Paul declares that God t
Father has transferred us into the kingdom of the Son (C
1:13). The verb “transferred” is also in the aorist tens
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Hallelujah! And because He is our life, we too will be
it manifested in glory and power (Col. 3:4; 2 Thess. 1:10; Phil.
€ 3:20-21; Rom. 8:18-21). Thus, we can say that Christ is
presently here in areal, yet hidden, way. He is not at this time
manifested in power and glory. Butwhen He comes again, He
will be here in realitandin full manifestation.

Now, let us return to our basic principle: as the King is,
10 5o is the kingdom. In other words, the kingdom mirrors the
€I King. The kingdom is coming. Why? Because Jesus Christ
dis coming. The kingdom is here already. Why? Because Jesus
US Christis here already. And in whatway is the kingdom of God
N here? Itis here in a hidden way. Itis not yet fully manifested.
intit is not yet here in glory and power. But that does not mean
Ut that the kingdom is not real today. No. The kingdom of God
thejs here as a spiritual reality. However, the day is approaching
€ when the kingdom of God will come in its full manifestation.
. Jesus Christ will reign over the whole earth in glory and
' power.
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What Is the Kingdom?

Having answered the question, when is the kingdom, V
now come to the question, what is the kingdom? The kingdd
is the realm in which Jesus Christ exercises His rule and rei
It is where He is the Lord and King. Itis where He exercis
absolute and unquestioned dominion. Of course, we kn
that in this universe rebellion toward God is rampant. Satd
an archangel, rebelled against God long ago and influenc

myriads of angels to join him in his rebellion (Isa. 14:12-1%;

Ezek. 28:11-19; Rev. 12:3-4). These angels are referred t(
the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies, the wor
rulers of this darkness, and the spiritual forces of evil (Ep
3:10; 6:12). In addition, the Bible speaks about demor]
which are also under the rebellious hierarchy of Satan (M3
12:24-29). Hence, we can see that in this universe, there
resistance to the rule of Jesus Christ. There is a fight aga
the kingdom of God. Indeed, spiritual warfare is raging at th
very moment.

How does God intend to deal with this rebellion? Obv
ously God cannot allow such rebellion to go unchecked a
undealtwith. He must defeat Satan and all his hosts. Butho

God could directly eliminate him in a moment. After all, He

is the Almighty God. But the Bible reveals that God, in Hi
majesty, has chosen notto deal with Satan directly. Rather,
has chosen man to be the agent through which He will def

would one day defeat Satan. This man would bruise Satan’s

head, and in the process Satan would bruise this man'’s heel.
ve In other words, Satan’s head would be crushed under the foot
m of this man. Butin the act of crushing his head, the man’s foot
gn. would be bruised.
BS Now we must ask, who is this man? To whom is God
ow referring? The clear revelation of the Bible tells us that this
N, man is Jesus Christ! One day, thousands of years after God
ed uttered those words to the serpent, Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

He was God incarnate, which means that God Himself had

asbecome aman. Jesus Christwas fully God. Notonly so—He
d- was also fully man. This is most significant, because as a man
h. He began to fulfill God's original purpose for man. We must
s, realize that God did not give up His purpose for man, and His
tt. purpose for man still needed to be fulfilled. During all those
s ayears, from Adam until Christ, God’s purpose for man was
nst“pending,” waiting to be fulfilled. Thus, the Son of God
is became a man to fulfill God’s original purpose for man. And
as we have seen, included in God's great purpose for man was
the defeat of His enemy, Satan. Adam failed God. But Jesus
nd did not. There were many instances where Satan did his best
w?to defeat this man Jesus, just as he had defeated Adam and
every one of Adam’s descendants. But this man Jesus was
s different. He metand conquered every temptation, every trial,
Heand every test. Never fora moment did He succumb to Satan.
pat Whenever Satan came to tempt or deceive Him, such as during

D

Satan. Infact, thisis one of the great purposes for His creation the forty days of testing in the wilderness or the agony He

of man. The Bible states that God created man to exercise
dominion (Gen. 1:26; Psa. 8). Man is the agent that G
created to deal directly with Satan — to defeat him and
extinguish his rebellion in this universe.

However, we know what happened soon after man
creation. Satantempted Eve, and then Adam. Deceived by
serpent, they disobeyed God, and sin entered into the wg

Hispassed through in the garden of Gethsemane, Satan was de-

pd feated again and again.

to It must be noted that the Lord Jesus did not defeat Satan
as God, but as a man (Matt. 4:4). It was a man that was

's defeating Satan day by day. Itwas a man that was bringing in

thethe kingdom of God. The King Himself had arrived! So

rld wherever He went, there was the kingdom of God. Wherever

(Gen. 3:1-13; Rom. 5:12). Hence, instead of defeating Sa
and terminating his rebellion, man was defeated by Satan

an He traveled, the kingdom of God had drawn near. Finally, at
ndthe cross Jesus Christ destroyed Satan. The book of Hebrews

joinedin hisrebellion. And ever since, the entire Adamicrace has tells us that He shared in blood and flesh “that through death

been in rebellion against God (Rom. 3:10-18; 2 Tim. 3:1-9).

He might destroy him who has the might of death, that is, the

Now what is God to do? Apparently, Satan has thwarted Devil” (Heb. 2:14; cf. John 12:31; Col. 2:15; 1 John 3:8; Rev.

God. Man, the very creature that God made to defeat Satan,1:18). That destroying of Satan at the cross was the crushing
has been badly marred by Satan and appears to be uselegs faof his head that God had promised in Genesis 3. Yes, the Lord
becoming the representative of God’'s dominion. Butwe must Jesus was “bruised” at the cross. But Satan’'s head was
remember that God is the all-wise God, and that He is neyer crushed. Hallelujah! Hence, as a man, as the Seed of the
defeated. Immediately after the fall of man, God spoke to woman, the Lord Jesus thoroughly defeated Satan. He broke
Satan and declared, by means of a promise, that the Seed af théhe power of Satan’s domain, eradicated his rebellion, and
woman would bruise his head and that he would bruise His brought in the reality of the kingdom of God.*

heel (Gen. 3:15). What s this Seed of the woman? The Seed — Kirk Eland

of the woman refers to a man (a descendant of Adam) who

*To be continued
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(Continued from Page 3)

churches have to do with God'’s plan for the earth. Th
iswhythe churches on the earth are so crucial to Go
So we can see that now is the time for the recovery of t
proper practice of the church life in order that Chris
may head up all things into His kingdom.

There is a direct correlation between the church af
the Lord’s kingdom on the earth. Knowing this helps u
put into perspective why the church meets in a ge
graphical way in the New Testament. For example, yd

read of “the church which was [in] Jerusalem” (Acts$

8:1); “at Antioch, in the [local] church that was there’
(Acts 13:1, ASV); “the church of God which is [in]
Corinth” (1 Cor. 1:2); and “the churches of Galatia’
(Gal. 1:2). The practical expression of “the mystery @
Christ” through the church corresponds to God's wi
for His kingdom to come “on earth as it is in heaven
(Eph. 3:4-6; Matt. 6:10). This is why “the keystloé
kingdomof heaven” are mentioned immediately fol-
lowing the Lord’s declaration, “I will builly church
in Matthew 16:18-19. Thus, we must ask, What kind ¢
church is found in the New Testament? Why is
significant that the churches meet according to citie:
(Titus 1:5). To answer these questions we need to g
that God's “administration of the mystery” in the form
of local churches is directly related to His kingdom o
this earth (Eph. 3:9, NASV; Rev. 1:4a, 6a).

God'’s original purpose for the earth

To understand the significance of the kingdom, w
must know God’s original purpose for the earth. Thi
purpose is revealed in Genesis 1:26-28. Verses 26-
say,? “Then God said, Let Us make man in Ourimage
according to Our likeness; let them have dominion ov
the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and overt
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thir
that creeps on the eartfi. So God created man in His
own image; in the image of God He created him; ma
and female He created them.” Here God defines H
image in man as “male and female.” This is a picture
Christ and the church making up the one image of Gg
We must notice that the male and the female compg
a singular image. Itis God'sBnage,” in the singular.
Although the image is singular, it consists of male ar
female (cf. Gen. 5:1-2). This typifies the intimate unio
between Christ and the church that makes them o
(Eph. 5:32).

It is the onenessf the male and female that makes
up the singular image. The oneness is the reality of t
image! This is the expression that God desired for tf
whole earth. He wanted this image. The picture
Genesis 1 and 2 is a type of what God desired from t

is beginning (Rom. 5:14). He wanted Christ and the
d. church as His image to fill the earth and subdue it. This
he corresponds exactly with what He predestined before
t the foundation of the world — that we would all be
“conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be
nd the Firstborn among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29).
S Genesis 1:28reveals more of God’s purpose: “Then
p- God blessed them, and God said to them, Be fruitful and
u multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion
over . ..” God's original thought for the earth was
related to man — a corporate man — subduing the
earth. This typifies that Christ and the church would
have not only the image but also the dominion. Butwhy
did God speak of subduing in Genesis? Because there
is an enemy in the universe — a serpent, the devil.
Lucifer rebelled in the heavenly realm, becoming the
devil (Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:12-17). So God’s origi-
nal thought and purpose in Genesis 1 was that the earth
would be the place where His enemy would be subdued
by man.
t Understanding the church and how it meets is
57 altogether related to God'’s original thought of having
eeHis image and dominion over the whole earth. His
desire was that everything on the earth would be sub-
dued by this man created in Hisimage. By this male and
female together expressing Him, He would have do-
minion. Under this dominion were the creeping things
that were upon the earth, including the serpent. Thus,
in Genesis you see the type of Christ and the church
treading on the enemy and having dominion over the
s whole earth. This is the picture in the beginning.
27  Thisvisionandrevelationin Genesis never changes
2, or fluctuates. God does not move on to something
2r different but continues in the same purpose. Now let us
he go to the end of the Bible to look at the final accomplish-
1g ment of what God purposed in the beginning.
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Df Revelation 11:15 tells us what will happen at the
d. end of the tribulation, which is at the close of this age:
se“Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud
voices in heaven, saying, The [kingdom] of this world
d [has] become the [kingdom] of our Lord and of His
N Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” The
ne kingdom of the world is under the usurpation of Satan,
who is deceiving the whole earth (Rev. 12:9). One day
the kingdom of this world will become the kingdom of
he our Lord and of His Christ. This will take place when
ne the Lord visibly and personally descends from the
n heavens with a shout. The trumpet of God will sound,
he and the kingdom will be manifested on this earth in an

God’s final accomplishment on the earth
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outward, visible way (1 Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 11:15),

What God originally desired in Genesis 1 is ful
filled in Revelation 11 when the earth becomes th
kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ. This means tha
God’s image and dominion are on the earth. Revelati
20:1-3 tells us what takes place at the beginning of t
kingdom: * “Then | saw an angel coming down from|
heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a gr¢
chain in his hand? He laid hold of the dragon, that
serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bour

in his day the earth became so corrupt that God could

find only one righteous man and his family (Gen. 6:5-
e 13). So He flooded the earth to start all over again. By
it saving a remnant — Noah and his family — God is
bn telling us that He has a purpose with man. Someone
ne must live for His purpose. If the whole earth forsakes

His purpose, He will find another family and begin
catagain with His purpose in view.
Even after God flooded the earth, the enemy came
nd in again. Mankind was carried away in idolatry. The
him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the| earth was filled with immorality and division (Gen.
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him,10:25). Yet God needed to find someone for His
so that he should deceive the nations no more till the purpose. So He went down to Ur of the Chaldeans to a
thousand years were finished. But after these things heman called Abraham. There, as the God of glory, He
must be released for a little while.” From these verses appeared to Abraham. All the promises that God gave
we see that during the thousand-year, or millennial, to Abraham could be summed up in this way: “Abra-
kingdom, God’s enemy, who has deceived the whole ham, come out of your country. | am going to take you

earth, is bound. Hallelujah!

Verse 4 continues, “And | saw thrones, and they s
on them, and judgment was committed to them. An
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded [bec
of the testimony of] Jesus and [because of] the word
God, who had not worshipped the beast or his ima
and had not received his mark on their foreheads or
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ f
athousand years.” This s the revelation concerning t
destiny of the earth when the Lord comes and reigns
a thousand years in the kingdom. He is going to ta
over the earth.

In the beginning God said that image and dominig

to a certain part of the earth. Since | cannot have the
t whole earth right now, | will take a piece of it. 1 willtake
| a part. This land is a place that you and your seed are
usgoing to possess. There | will put My name. | will set
f up a little scale model of My image and dominion —
e, what | have wanted from the beginning and what | am
ngoing to have in the end. Even though | cannot have it
r infull atthe moment, | am going to have it in miniature
e form. I will have itin the temple in Jerusalem. | will do
or it by sending you to Canaan and giving you and your
e descendants a piece of land. It will be My administra-
tion. Itwill be tangible, visible. The queen of Sheba can
n come and visit, losing her breath when she sees it all (1

should “fill the earth and subdue it” (Gen. 1:28). Butin Kings 10:1-5;2 Chron. 9:1-4). Itwill not be an invisible

Genesis 3 the serpent came in to frustrate God's p
pose. His goal was to ruin humanity. He created
cosmos, aworld, in order to catch man in purposes oth
than God’s and waste his life in vanity, emptiness, ar
meaninglessness. This was Satan’s frustrating wa
over the whole earth. But at the end of this age we §
atotally different picture. Christis coming to this earth
and His kingdom will be here in power. He will put the
enemy in the bottomless pit, and then eventually into tf
lake of fire for eternity. Thus, we see that God nevg
abandons His great purpose for the earth. He never tu
fromit. Itis here anditis before us. Now in light of this
purpose for the earth we must understand the significarn
of how the church meets.

How the church meets and
God’s purpose for the earth

In order to work out His purpose for the earth, Go
has to have an administration. Yet the majority @
mankind had been spoiled by the time of Noah. Indeg

ur- temple. It will bevisible! | will work it out.”

a But eventually the temple was destroyed. Then the
erentire Old Testament history revolved around God’s
d people returning to that piece of land and rebuilding the
rk temple. This is because God had to have a place for the
eesoles of His feet on this earth (Ezek. 43:7), and that place
was the temple. God just needed a little piece of the earth.

Then the Old Testament history ended, and the
ne economy of God with His Son came in. Christ lived and
2r died for man’s fallen situation. Now in resurrection He
rnsenters into us and makes us members of His Body. Itis

through His Body, the church, that He has a way to
ceadministrate His purpose, which He planned from the
beginning and which will consummate in the kingdom
on this earth.

The way God brings in His administration is by
gaining cities where a testimony of the kingdom can be
displayed through the church. This administration hap-
pens according to cities — through the church in Ephe-
sus, the church in Jerusalem, the church in Philadelphia,
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and so forth. Thus, the local churches are the administra-come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His
tion of the mystery and a testimony of the kingdom. throne,®> and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of
the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood, % and has made us [a
kingdom,] priests to His God and Father.” Notice the
Why is it meaningful for the church to meetaccord- phrase in verse 414 the seven churchegich are in
ing to cities? What is the significance of the churches Asia.” Then notice the phrase in verse &nd has
being identified by geographical locality? Why does made us a kingdorh Together these phrases clearly
God specify one church in one city? Why is a churgh reveal the relationship between the churches and the
identified as simply the church in a locality? At first kingdom.
glance, meeting according to cities may seem like just Brothers and sisters, the churclaes a kingdom.
another way of meeting. Or, you may label it as “the They are testifying that on this present rebellious earth,
New Testament way” of meeting. Butthe Bible reveals where the rulers and the principalities are trying to ruin
that the meeting of the church according to these localities humanity, the Lord has churches, practical churches,
is not onlybased upofsod’s original purpose forthe earth| meeting according to the cities this earth To meet
but will alsoissue irnthe consummation of that purpose.| according to a city is an awesome thing in God’s
From the time God declared His purpose in Gen- government. We are meeting according to revelation. It
esis, to its consummation in Revelation, while the is not my church, your church, or anyone’s church. We
enemy is usurping the earth, God gets a churthis are on the earth as the church for God’s original purpose,
city andin that city. In this part of the earth and in that which will consummate one day in His kingdom over
part of the earth, the believers are gathered, enjoying the whole earth.
Christ. By this enjoyment together they are transg- It is significant to meet as the church in a city
formed into His image. What God is obtaining in these because God’s purpose consummates in a city. In
localities is image and dominion. These parts of the eafth eternity, in the new heaven and new earth, the holy
have a testimony to the universe that “the earth is the city, New Jerusalem, comes down out of heaven from
Lord’s, and all its fullness” (Psa. 24:1). Amen! Hallelut God (Rev. 21:1-2). This city is composed of all God's
jah! This is the significance of “the ground of the chosen and redeemed people. We will not be invisible
church.” spirits. We will have resurrected bodies (2 Cor. 5:1).
The ground of the church is not just one church, one We will be visible. There will be a display — a glorious
city, as a philosophy of meeting. It is the revelation of expression of God in man — in this city, New Jerusa-
God'’s heart for this earth. Itis the chuicthis city and lem, for eternity. God’s purpose of obtaining His image
the churchn that city that terrifies the enemy. Heisnof and dominionin manis goingto be realized in full on the
threatened when believers meet as a Baptist church, anew earth.* ]
Pentecostal church, a Presbyterian church, a Lutheran — Bill Freeman
church, because these ways of meeting do not testify| of

God'’s purpose for the earth. e o nroma o :
_ : ; ook entitledOur Common Onenessy Bill Freeman. The book may be
As born again bellevers, you and | are part of t e ordered directly fronMinistry Publications, P.O. Box 12222, Scottsdale,

church on this earth. We are here to experience Chilist a7 g5267 (602) 948-4050. The cost is $7.50, postpaid.
together and see the enemy defeated. This kind |of
church life is a miniature of the kingdom on the eart the o o
right now. With the reality of the kiggdom among u ChrISt'an
the Lord has a way to one day bring in the full manifes- The Christian is a non-profit monthly publicatid
tation of the kingdom. of Ministry of the Word, Inc. This paper is for thl
Meeting as the church in a city is not according t spreading of the truth of God’s Word and the buildingjup
my thought or your thought. Itis according to the divin of the Body of Christ.
revelation, which is that the earth is the Lord’s. When Subscription téhe Christian is free and will bej
the Lord comes in Revelation to speak to the saints, He ||sent upon request. Any donations to Ministry of|fne
unveils Himself for the purpose of ushering in the last |l\word, Inc., tafurther the publication and distribl§-
events for His coming. Revelation 1:4-6a saydphn, tion of the Christian will be appreciated and

to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace 10 ypu | 4y deductible: P.O. Box 12277, Scottsdale, AZ 85467.
and peace from Him who is and who was and who is o

The significance of churches
being identified with cities

* This article, the third of a series on Romans, is part of chapter 7 of a new
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