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The Life Experience of Oneness

The cross in its deepest dimension

ul’swords in Romans 16:25, “Now to Him wha
Plas able to establish you according to my gospe
[that is,] the preaching of Jesus Christ, accor

ing to the revelation of the mystery,” are an unveiling
the cross in its deepest dimension. He is showing us

cross from its corporate side. The Lord not only bo
our sins, crucified our old man, and condemned sin

pivots on one word — receiving. Whether or not there

could be an expression of the new man pivots on all the
saints’ capacity and grace to receive one another the
way Christ received us. This is the key to Paul’s burden
- in the book of Romans. We need to see the nature of
f receiving, because it is the factor for the establishing of
thethe church in any place. To receive one another is to
re simply come together without preference, without

in choice, with one kind of response — the obedience of

the flesh, on the individual side; but on the corporate faith. This response comes from the corporate revela-

side He abolished in His flesh all the divisions existin
between the divided peoples, in order to create

Himself “one new man,” making peace (Eph. 2:15).

Amen! He “made peace through the blood of His cros
(Col. 1:20). This was the deepest accomplishment
Calvary. There was a reconciliation of all of us in on
Body. Ephesians 2:16 says, “that He might reconc
them both to God in one Body through the cross.” Th
includes all of us together.

This one Body is “the mystery of Christ” (Eph. 3:4
6). He produced it on the cross. So to be “establishe
is to be practically meeting as the church, receiving o
another on the basis of what happened at the cross.
having Calvary as the factor between us as we enjoy
commonness in one Body with one Spirit. This is whai
is speaking of in Romans 16 — that the saints could
established “according to the revelation of the mystery

The pivotal point of receiving

The revelation of the mystery of this one Bod

g tion of the one Body produced on the cross. It is the
in revelation of the mystery of Christ, that on the cross the
Lord destroyed all the ordinances, all the factors of
s” division, and made us one Body in Him.

at

e “Receive one another, just as
le Christ also received you”

is

Romans 15:7 says, “Therefore receive one another,
just as Christ also received [you], to the glory of God.”
d” Again, this word “receive” is pivotal in Paul's burden.
ne Chapter 14 is the context for Paul’s speaking this word
It ion receiving one another. Here in chapter 15 Paul
purcontinues to speak to those Jews and Gentiles in Rome
who were keeping more to themselves than meeting
be with one another. He shows them that God’s heart’s
." desire for their oneness is also revealed in the Old
Testament Scriptures. With this background, he further
appealsto them to come and rejoice together as Gentiles
and Jews, praising the Lord with one mouth, glorifying

y God in one accord (vv. 9-11).
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Coming together in the way Paul describes in R
mans 15:9-11 pivots on our receiving one another j
as Christ received us. If | am going to learn how
receive you, | must deeply immerse myself in ho
Christ has received me. If | know how Christ ha|
received me and experience the Lord in my daily lif
under this revelation, there will be an automatic respo
in me to receive you. So we can see there is a connec
between experiencing life and receiving one another.

Receiving is a major thing in God’s economy b
cause it reflects the very essence, or nature, of G
Himself, which is love. Receiving has to do with th
essence of God’s person. Thus, when the church is
embodiment of the nature of God, then there is t
receiving in the new creation, in the new man, with o
accord and one mouth glorifying God. In this receivin
the Lord’s enemy is crushed under our feet by the G
of peace. Receiving plays a major part in our relatio
ships because it has to do with our reactions, o
perceptions, and our capacity for each other. So,
would behoove us to say, “Lord, | need to know ho
You have received me.” Christ's receiving ofusand o
experience of life and knowing Him personally affect
our relationship with one another.

The relationship between life and receiving

We all know that when Paul wrote his letter to th
Romans, he did not divide it into chapters. He w
flowing out a burden. So we must think of thes
chaptersin arelated way. For example, chapters 13
14 are to be viewed together and not in a disconnec
way. And we should realize that chapter 13 leads in
chapters 14 and 15 on receiving.

In Romans 13:1-2 Paul says,Let every soul be
subject to the governing authorities. For there is 1
authority except from God, and the authorities that exi
are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the
authority [opposes God’s ordination], and those wh

- ministers attending continually to this very thing.
st ” Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes
are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear,
honor to whom honor.” Paul touches all these practical
matters of our daily life and our relationships with
people in commonplace things.
se Paul knows that if the saints in Rome are going to
iorembrace one another and receive one another, that
receiving will be by the growth of God and the life of
God manifesting itself out of their being. Thus, receiv-
ding is rooted in their experiences of Christ in the details
of their daily life — in paying their taxes, in relation-
heships involving authority, in caring for matters of con-
e science. In other words, if you are not living by the
e Lord's life in the practical matters, you can only have a
, philosophy of receiving and an outward standing as the
d church. This is because the church is the outflow of our
- experience of God’s life. Our receiving of one another is
r based upon experiencing Christin these matters of daily life.
it These verses in Romans 13 also indicate that re-
ceiving one another is related to having a sense of God’s
authority among us. We are under that authority. We
respect that authority. Throughout the centuries, when
the enemy has come into the church, it has always been
through unruly persons. We know that Satan himself
became unruly. He would not remain under God’s
authority. In the same sense, when there is unruliness,
rebellion, and a lack of consciousness of God'’s author-
ity in the Body, it is impossible to have the proper
receiving and the proper church life. Paul is wise. Even
ndbefore he touches the matter of receiving in chapter 14,
edhe touches the practical matters of our human living in
o chapter 13, showing us how much our daily experience
of Christ as life is related to the receiving of the saints.
At the end of chapter 13 Paul says in verses 12-14,
0 2 “The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore
st let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light.*® Let us walk properly, as in the day, not
o in revelry and drunkenness, not in licentiousness and

r

S

resist will bring judgment on themselves.” Here Pa
begins to talk about government and the existing

thorities. We must realize that these authorities were fulfill its lusts.”

| lewdness, not in strife and enw. But put on the Lord
- Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
Here Paul is showing us that our

part of the Roman Empire. Paul was not referring toja capacity to receive all the saints is directly related to

wonderful governmental system but a pagan empi
Nevertheless, he is saying that every person is to
subject to the authorities.

In verse 5 Paul tells us why we need to be subje
“Therefore [it is necessary to] be subject, not onl
because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.” Th
means that any rebellion in us toward the government
a conscience matter. Then in verses 6-7 he $a¥r
because of this you also pay taxes, for they are Go

e. how much we do not make provision for the flesh.
be  How much ground you have given to the flesh will
be evidenced in your receiving ability. If you make
ct: provision by an immoral life, by drunkenness, by par-
y taking in strife and jealousy — by any of the works of
is darkness that are mentioned in chapter 13 — it will
is affect your ability to receive other saints. Making
provision for the flesh can touch any area of our life,
j's from how we spend our time, to how we handle our

Page 2

the Christian Vol. 12, No. 4



money, to what magazines we look at, to what we wat
on TV, to fantasies we indulge in our mind, to our habit
to whatever area. Ultimately, all of these matters infl
ence our ability to receive one another. Whether or 1
we live by God in our private daily life will affect our
ability to embrace all the saints.

It has been my observation from 30 years in ti
church life that when someone is a striving, divisiv
person and is damaging the church, it is often relateg
his not experiencing Christin some area of his life. Th
person who is damaging the church is usually involv
in darkness in some way. These are related.

Paul ends Romans 13 by saying, “Put on the Lg
Jesus Christ” (v. 14). This means we experience Ch
and do not make any provision for the flesh. We ta
care of anything in our life that is not according to Go
that causes us to have a controversy with God, bec
it would become an avenue for the enemy to affect
church. This makes us all want to walk before the Lof
living by His life and experiencing His life.

Paul's words in Romans 13 show us what makest
church life work, what brings in the genuine receivin
of one another in Romans 14 and 15. In these I3
chapters he is not talking about merely an outward w
of meeting. He is not saying, “Let us all be general a

receive one another.” We know that this will not work.

What works is all of us experiencing Christtogether a
knowing Him and not making provision for the flesh

2 Corinthians 6:11—7:2

Let us look at two other passages in the Neg

Testament that show how critical our experience of life

is in relationship to receiving. The first one is
Corinthians 6:11—7:2. Paul is imploring the Corin
thians in verses 11-13* “O Corinthians! We have
spoken openly to you, our heartis wide ogérY.ou are
not restricted bys, but you are restricted by your ow
[inward parts].** Now in return for the same, (I speal
as to children), you also be open.” Paul is saying
them, “Open wide your inward parts. You do ng
receive me. You are restricted in your own inward par
But open, receive.”

Then in verse 2 of chapter 7 Paul again speaks
receiving: “Open your hearts to us. We have wrong
no one, we have corrupted no one, we have defraude
one.” Some versions of the Bible translate the first p
of this verse as “Receive us.” Others say, “Make rog
for us,” “Welcome us,” or “Give place to us.” Paul’s
burden is for the saints in Corinth to be enlarged
receive him.

Between these two portions of the Word abo

ch receiving, Paul directs the Corinthians to their walk
S, with the Lord. In verses 14-18 of chapter 6, he sdys,
U- “Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
10t For what fellowship has righteousness with lawless-
ness? And what communion has light with darkné&ss?
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part
e has a believer with an unbeliever® And what
e agreement has the temple of God with idols? For [we]
to are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 1 will
at dwellinthem and walk among them. | will be their God,
ed and they shall be My peoplé? Therefore come out
fromamong them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not
rd touch what is unclean, and I will receive ydé.I will
istbe a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
Ke daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Then in verse 1 of
d, chapter 7 Paul makes a transitional statement to reveal
usehow the Corinthians’ dealings with the Lord are directly
he related to their capacity to receive: “Therefore, having
d, these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all [defilement] of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holi-
he ness in the fear of God.”
g Why Paul puts all these verses together has per-
ter plexed many Bible scholars and teachers through the
ay years. Butin God'’s light we can see their significance.
nd They show that the genuine receiving without division
in the church life — where there is the capacity to
experience Christ with one another in a genuine way —
is very much related to our experience of life. It is
related to whether or not we touch the unclean thing,
whether or not our spirit has been defiled, or polluted.
So rather than just saying “Open your hearts to us” and
“Enlarge yourselvesto receive us,” Paul goes directly to
the problem. He knew that outside of the church
meetings these saints were living a life in darkness (2
Cor. 6:14). They were getting involved with lawless-
ness (v. 14) and with things of the devil (v. 15). They
were coming to the church meetings and then going to
the idol’'s temple (v. 16). Because they had a deficient
experience of life, their inward parts were restricted.
to Again, this shows us the relationship between the
t experience of life and receiving one another. Consider
[s. your own experience. Whenyou have lived in sin, inthe
flesh, did it not backfire and have an effect upon your
of relationship with your spouse or your children? Did you
ed not experience a lack of capacity to receive others
i ndbecause you had reaped the effects of living in the flesh?
art You got angry, you got mad. Your flesh was fresh in
M anger because it was fresh in hidden sin. This shows us
that the flesh has many departments. When you open
t0 the doorto hidden sin, you have just unwittingly opened
the door to anger. You do not know it at the time. But
Ut what happens is that you find yourself coping with

nd

W

%

-

the Christian Vol. 12, No. 4

(Continued on Page 6)
Page 3



Jesus, and every tongue confesses that Jesus is Lord (Phil. 2:10-
11). Itis where the will of every creature is utterly submitted to
the lordship, the kingship, of Christ. That is the kingdom!

The Kingdom of God

(Part2)
(The following is a continuation from last month’s issue in which we

The Church as the Kingdom

were addressing the question, “What is the kingdom?”)
oreover, Satan was defeated in the Lord’s resurrec- Now we must ask, where is the kingdom on this earth today?

M tion, ascension, exaltation, and enthronement. After Where can the reality of the kingdom be found? The Bible tells
dying on the cross, Jesus descended into Hades and us that “we do not yet see all things subjected to Him.” Yes,
spent three days there (Acts 2:27, 31-32; Rom. 10:7; Eph. 4{9- Jesus is Lord. All things are in subjection under His feet, and
10). But after three days, He rose from the dead (1 Thess. 4:14).nothing has been left unsubject to Him. But when we look at the
He walked out of that dreadful realm. Never before had a man world, it seems that all we see is rebellion toward God. It does
walked out of Hades. Never before had a man walked out|of notappearthatJesusis Lord over the earth (Heb. 2:8). However,
death. The power of death and of Hades had simply been foo we must realize that the Lord Jesus has accomplished His work
strong. Countless numbers of men and women were held by the— He has defeated the enemy and established His kingdom. His
prevailing and indefatigable sway of this domain — and none work is finished. He sat down. He is enthroned as the King of
had ever escaped. Of course, the Bible tells us that Satan heldkings and Lord of lords, with all things under His feet (Eph. 1:20-
this power (Heb. 2:14). He was the one who possessed “the keys21; Heb. 1:3). Now, the only thing left to do is to execute what
of death and of Hades,” keeping men “locked up”in death. That He has already accomplished. His kingdom must now simply be
is, of course, until the man Jesus Christ arrived. After three dqys carried out. Not accomplished, but carried out.
this man did something no other man had ever done. Hetookthe ~ So where does this happen? Where on this earth is the
keys of death and Hades away from Satan and rose from the kingdom carried out? It happens in one place, and one place only
dead. He walked out of death. Hades was not able to hold Him — the church. The execution, the carrying out, of the kingdom
or keep Him (Acts 2:24). And as a result, Jesus destroyed “him of God occurs only in the church. The world will never advance
who had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14). This the kingdom. In fact, the world is diametrically opposed to the
is why He was able to declare to the apostle John, “l am . . . the kingdom. Itis only in and through the church that the kingdom
living One; and | was dead, and behold, | am alive forevermore, of God is executed on this earth. Of course, this is not by default
and | have the keys of death and of Hades” (Rev. 1:18). The or by accident. Thisis by God's design. We mustremember that
power of death and Hades, represented by the keys, was takenGod’s purpose is to defeat His enemy and bring in His kingdom
from Satan by the Lord Jesus. through man. As we have seen, God fulfilled that purpose

Then after His resurrection, Jesus Christ ascended to the through the man Jesus. However, God would never be satisfied
Father and was exalted and enthroned — He sat down at {thewith just one man. God’s desire is to have many men in the
Father's right hand. Now He is Lord and Christ (Acts 2:32-36)). kingdom. The kingdom does not consist merely of the king, but
He is far above all rule and authority and power and dominign. also of all the subjects under the king. In fact, we could say that
All things are in subjection under His feet (Eph. 1:20-22; 1 Pet. the kingdom is a corporate matter. The kingdom consists of the

3:22). All authority has been given to Him (Matt. 28:18). Jes
is Lord over the entire universe! How is He Lord? He is Lor|
as a man. Yes, Christ is the Son of God. That goes withg
saying. But that is not the point we need to see here. We m
see that as a man He died on the cross, went into Hades, b
the power of death, rose from the dead, ascended, and satd
onthethrone. Now there is a man in the glory. Hallelujah! WH
is this important? Because God chose to defeat Satan thro

s King and all those under His rule. And the Bible tells us that
d today this corporate kingdom is found in the church. It is the
ut church, comprised of redeemed men, which is to exercise the
ust lordship of Christ on this earth, to execute the kingdom of God,
okdo carry out Christ's victory over Satan.

own  Thisis why the church is called “a kingdom of priests” and
y “aholy nation” (Rev. 1:6; 1 Pet. 2:9). This is why the saints are
ughreferred to as “fellow citizens” — we are citizens of a heavenly

man. God's promise was that the Seed of the woman wollld kingdom (Eph. 2:19). This is why Paul declares that God

crush Satan’s head.

subjected all things under the feet of Christ and “gave Him to be

However, the Lord’s work of death, resurrection, ascen- Head over all thing® the church(Eph. 1:22; emphasis added).

sion, and enthronement did not merely defeat Satan’s rule,
more importantly it brought in God's rule. Satan’s kingdom o
this earth must be abolished and replaced with the kingdom

put Do we realize that His transcendent headship, which is far above
n all rule and authority, is now being transmitted to the church?
of What a great thing it is that He has given to the church authority

God. Thisis what Jesus did. He brought in the kingdom. Thuss, “over all the power of the enemy”! He has given the keys of the

today on this earth, the kingdom of God has been establishe
its spiritual reality. Although the kingdom is not here in outwar
manifestation, it is here in reality. And this kingdom exist
wherever Jesus is Lord. It is the realm where His rule a
authority prevail. It is where every knee bows at the name

J inkingdom to bind and to loose (Luke 10:19; Matt. 16:19). He has
d allowed us to taste “the powers of the age to come” (Heb. 6:5).
5 This is why the New Testament says that we, as the saints, have
nd been delivered from the dominion of Satan, the domain of

of darkness, and have been transferred into the kingdom of God'’s
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Son (Acts 26:18; Col. 1:13). born again. Itis another thing to then live by His life. We must
Therefore, God needs a people who are living in the reality understand that the Lord’s life that dwells within us is a very
of the kingdom. God needs the church to execute His accom- active life. The Lord has tastes, preferences, aversions, likes,
plished victory, to bring in the reality of the kingdom, wherever and dislikes. He loves such things as the Word, prayer, fellow-
they are. Too often believers divorce the church from the ship, the meetings of the church, and serving. But He has a great
kingdom. We often think of the church as one thing, and the aversion to such things as the flesh, sin, the world, and the self.
kingdom as another; the church is something present, but the So His life within us is constantly active, communicating to us
kingdom is something future. But the apostles never had such how He feels about so many things in our daily life. He wants
a thought. Yes, the manifestation of the kingdom is a futufe to regulate us about how we live, talk, and behave. He desires
event, but the spiritual reality of the kingdom is a present factthat to have the say over where we go, what we do, and even when
can be known, experienced, and realized in the church. For we doit. After all, He is Lord! He is the King! And if we are
instance, when Paul wrote to the saints in Rome about not to live in the reality of His kingdom, then we must listen to Him.
judging one another concerning food, he reminded them of the We must pay attention to the impulses of His life. Not only so

essence and reality of the kingdom —“the kingdom of God is ot — we must submit to Him and go along with Him.

eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the

Holy Spirit” (Rom. 14:17). Here Paul was not thinking of th

Of course, the New Testament has many different ways of
expressing this experience of Christ. Ittells us that the anointing

kingdom as a future event. Rather, he was speaking of the —the movement of the Holy Spirit within us — teaches us about

kingdom as a present reality in which the church could partigi-
pate. He was directly applying the kingdom to such practical

all things. It also speaks of being led by the Spirit and walking
by the Spirit (Rom. 8:4, 14; Gal. 5:16-18, 25), and of learning

matters in the church life. Thus, we must not separate the churchChrist and being taught in Him (Eph. 4:20-21). The New

from the kingdom. We must today, as the church, live in the
reality of the kingdom and walk worthily of the kingdom (1 Thess.
2:12). We must bring in the kingdom of God wherever we arg.

How the Kingdom Is Brought In

How canwe do this? How can the church bring in the reality

Testament refers to the Lord imparting His laws into our mind
and inscribing them on our hearts so that we can all directly know
the Lord (Heb. 8:10-11). Italso refers to grace training us to deny
ungodliness and worldly lusts (Titus 2:11-12). It warns us not
to grieve or quench the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 5:19).
All these verses refer to one thing — the life of Christ actively
regulating our daily life. He wants to rule and reign over us, not

of the kingdom? First, we must understand that God does not by mere outward commands, but by His inward life. And our

expect us, in this age, to bring in th&nifestationof the
kingdom. Some believers make the mistake of trying to impl

submission to Him in all these matters is what brings in the
kingdom. There is no bringing in of the reality of the kingdom

ment the outward manifestation of the kingdom in our present apart from our submission to the Lord’s life. And properly
society. In other words, they attempt to impose the kingdom of speaking, this is what the church should be — simply a group of
God upon our secular political and social institutions. Theywant redeemed people living by and submitting to the life of Christ.

to forcibly “Christianize” the society around us. However, th
Lord said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).
Moreover, the Bible reveals that the kingdom of the world will

We know that this is not going to happen anywhere else! Surely
the world is not going to submit to Christ. But the church can.
And wherever the saints in the church are regulated by Christ’s

not be displaced by the kingdom of Christ until Jesus comgs life, there is His actual ruling! There is the reality of “reigning

again in glory and power (Rev. 11:15; 12:10). In other word
it is not God's intention for the church to transform secular
society into the kingdom. No. God's intention today is that the
hiddenreality of the kingdom would be brought in through th
church.

inlife” (Rom.5:17). Andthere is the bringing in of the kingdom!
Ultimately, the Lord Jesus will come again to establish the
kingdom in its outward manifestation. He will be the Head over
all things, and all His enemies will be under His feet (Eph. 1:10;
1Cor. 15:23-28). As believers, we are anticipating that day. But

So again we ask, how can the church bring in the reality of God’s great desire is that the church would take the lead to bring

the kingdom? There is only one way — by life. The Lord’sw
of ruling over His people is absolutely different from anythin

in the reality of the kingdom today. The kingdom must first
happen in the church. The church must be the “stepping stone”

seen in the world. The world rules by outward commands and that the Lord can use to expand the scope of the kingdom to the

enforcement. But the Lord rules His people by His indwellin
life. Hence, the Lord told Nicodemus that to enter the kingdo

whole universe. Of course, the bringing in of the kingdom
started with one man — Jesus Christ. In fact, He fully accom-

of God, he had to be born again (John 3:3-6). He needed to plished the work of defeating Satan and establishing the king-
receive a life that he did not yet possess. This means that purdom. But now the church, Christ's Body, must exercise what He

entry into the kingdom is by receiving another life — the life
Christ. Apart from receiving His life, we cannot even see the
kingdom, much less enter into it.

Then, after receiving Christ’s life, we must live and b
regulated by it. Itis one thing to receive the life of Christ and e

the Christian Vol. 12, No. 4

has accomplished. Now the church must bring in the reality of
the kingdom. And once it happens in the church, then it can
happen in the whole universe. May God do this in each one of
us! May God do it in the church!

— Kirk Eland
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(Continued from Page 3)

reactions. You should not be reacting, because you
abrotherinthe church. Butthe heated feelings are the
| think we all could testify to this experience.

We know how much living before God with a good
conscience and with the blood cleansing us affects g
relationship with everyone. When we are living in th
Spirit, we do not touch the unclean thing. We cast g
the works of darkness, in whatever form they may b
Some are evil practices. Some are reasonings in y(

mind. Maybe you are rebellious toward your boss

There is no sense of authority within you. Or maybe y@

D

=

ff connected tothe experiences of life. Thikésvay Paul

a)

c.

D.

areno regard for the peace of Christ between us.

In all these verses we can see how much our
experience of life is related to receiving. So we all need
to care for these life matters. Then we will enjoy the
ur receiving, and the church will be established. The
establishing is in the receiving, and the receiving is

re.

opens up the major section on receivinBomans 14—

purl5. He introduces it in the dimension, or realm, of life. He

shows us the direct relationship between life and receiving.
u

are involved in cheating in financial matters. Works qgf Receiving and our relationship
darkness can be anything of this nature. But when ypu to ourselves in justification
deal with these things and you are living before God

your conscience is good, God’s life in you is satisfieg
and your spirit is buoyant. It is in this life experience
that we receive one another. The feelings of God 3
fresh. Hallelujah! The love of God is fresh within ug
because our life experience is fresh.

Colossians 3:1-15

When Christ is experienced by all of us in this life
way, there is a spontaneous receiving of one another.
Colossians 3:4 Paul says, “Christ who is our life.” H
is our life. Then Paul say$, “Therefore put to death
your members which are on the earth: fornicatior
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousne
whichisidolatry.” Here Paul mentions severalimmorg
practices. He does not use one categorical word, &
specifies different degrees of sinful things. Then afte
he says to put these to death, he also says to put
“anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language ol
of your mouth. Do notlie to one another” (vv. 8-9). Pal
presents a gradation, beginning with the baser, sinf
fleshly things. Then he progresses to disposition
reactions and related practices. This is because wh
we deal with the first things, God has a way to come

Our receiving of one another is also related to our
understanding of the way Christ has received us. Ro-
re mans 15:7 says, “Receive one anotiest asChrist
also received us, to the glory of God.” Thus, if | am
going to receive you the way Christ has received me,
then | need to know how | am related to myself in
justification. | need to know how Christ has received
me. So let us consider our relationship to ourselves in
justification from Romans chapter 4.

Christ has received us according to God's justifica-
tion. So we need to know how we are related to
ourselves as justified persons. Do you know how you
1, are related to God in your justification? In your expe-
ssrience do you enjoy and live in your justification?
I When you have failed to live out Christ, can you still
utsay, “Lord, | did not do so well today. But thank You,
2r God, Christ is my righteousness”? When we as indi-
offvidual believers enjoy what it means to relate to our-
t selves in justification, it will have a corporate effect on
| how we relate to one another.
ul, In Romans 4:5-8 Paul tells us what happens in
al justification: 5 “But to him who does not work but
enbelieves on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
o accounted for righteousness, just as David also

1
I,

D
L

In

al

us on the finer things.
Thenin verse 14 Paul speaks of putting on the “bo

describes the blessedness of the man to whom God
d imputes righteousness apart from work&lessed are

of perfection,” which is love. Andin verse 15 he says$, those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins

“Let the peace of [Christ arbitrate] in your hearts, t
which also you were called in one Body; and b

are covered blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall
notimpute sin.” These verses show that in justification

thankful.” To let the peace arbitrate is to give place 1o sin is no longer accounted to me. Justification means
the feeling of God between us. It is not letting our that before God my history of sins and even the present
anger, our reasonings, and our flesh override that sin nature in my flesh are not counted against me. | am
peace between us. But if we are living in the realm of accounted righteous by faith. | am a justified man. Not

the flesh, we will view things differently. We will want

only negatively have | been forgiven, but positively | have

to blame others and strike back. In other words, when been clothed with Christ, who is now my righteousness.

we live from the source of our flesh, we leave the cross.

To be justified means that before God | have

We leave Calvary love, Calvary relatedness. We end fulfilled the law. | have keptit, every jot and tittle. God
up in the realm of our self and the flesh. Thisrealm has could not be happier with me. When Christ is my
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righteousness, it means | am not only forgiven, nega-
tively, but | also have a positive standing. | am posi-
tively admired in Christ, my robe of righteousness. Not
only is nothing counted against me, but also | am in all

that He is as righteousness. He obeyed the law. in identification. In Romans 6:3-5 Paul says'Or do

fulfilled it. And now He has become my righteousness. ou not know that as manv of us as were batized into
So I really feel wonderful about myself, because Christis you any . b
my righteousness. Hallelujah! Christ Jesus_were_bapt_lzed into His dea_ftﬁm_erefore

we were buried with Him through baptism into death,

Areyourelated to yourself as a justified person? . : :
you have wonderful feelings about yourself in Christ? that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness

Do you know what it means in your experience to stand
y y ’ of life. > For if we have [grown] together [with Him] in

in your justification? Maybe you are feeling horribl ) X | .
about yourself, and yet you cannot pinpoint anythi the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the

definite that you have done to bring on those feelings|of Ikeness of His resurrection.” Then inverses 10-11 Paul
condemnation. Yet, you feel wrong. If there we continues to show us our !dentlflcqtlon Wl.th Christ:
something you could point to, some sin that you had 10 “For the dgath that He Q|ed, He dl_ed to sin once for
committed, then you would simply say, “Lord, than all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God!?
You for Your blood.” But this feeling is vague, likel Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed
something intangible hanging over you. Inthat moment t0 sin, but [living] to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
do you know how to exercise your spirit and say, In these verses we see how to relate to ourselves in
“Thank You, Jesus. Thank You, everything is okay. our identification with Christ. We are absolutely iden-
Hallelujah! Nothing is reckoned against me!” Do yoy tified with Him. So we reckon ourselves to be dead to
know how to enjoy your justification? Or do you carry the Sin. This means we live inwardly not identifying with
load of those feelings? Do you take the condemnation? condemninghoughts or those whispers of the “old

If you and | do not know the joy of justification,and man” trying to engage us in conversation. When you
how to catapult ourselves immediately out of falge and | immediately shift to our real person, we are
feelings of the enemy and the flesh, and how to standreckoning ourselves “to ead indeed to sin.”
before God in the righteousness of Christin boldness|by ~ Toreckon is to count on reliable facts. Let me give
the blood of Jesus, then our relationship with one an illustration. 2 + 2 = 4. This equation always holds
another is going to feel the repercussions. The lie youtrue. It never changes, regardless of when, where, or
believe about yourself is going to be projected upon why you use it. In the same way, your identification
others. Then, of course, there will be no receiving of ope with Christ never changes. Do not look at your feelings.
another. This shows how crucial it is to know the joy 0f Do not think about your history. Just reckon 2 + 2 = 4.
justification. Your person is Christ. You have been baptized into

What an enjoyment when we sing songs about qur Him. You are one with Him. So reckon yourself to be
justification, about how God “saved a wretch like me|” dead indeed to sin, butliving to God. Inwardly you quickly
What a blessedness — to know that He saved thismake a transfer. You do not bargain. You do not reason.
wretch and clothed this wretch in righteousness. Whenyoy do not get on that level. You shut the enemy’s mouth
we relate to ourselves in this way, the love of God just py calling “Jesus!” You identify with Christ in death and
beams out of us toward all the saints. In that love We resyrrection. You are living to God in Christ Jesus.
experience the receiving _of one_anqt_her,_ justas Christ  pg you see what will happen by relating to yourself
also received us. This is the justification that Pall ;; ihis way? It will affect your relationships with one

unveils iP Romans chapter 4. _ another. But if you do not remain in your identification
Paul's main burden is that the saints would Be \ i, christ, and you engage in the activity and conver-

established by receiving one an_other. In order thz_:ltt IS sation of the old man, eventually you will not be talking

could happen, he writes in the wisest way. He begins yonly with your old man. You will find yourself talking

b_rlngmg ?_I}L of ;[]het:n_ to t:\helr colrlntm:?]n level Of ?ﬁm to your husband, but not according to Christ. You will

sinners. then he brings them afl to the same nghteolS+, 4 yourself talking to your wife, but not according to

ness, the same cross, the same blood — the same., .

Lo . . hrist. In other words, when we do not reckon our-

justification. In short, he brings them all into a marvel- . ) e : )
selves according to our identification with Christ, we

ous feeling about themselves in their justification. Pau
knows that these truths will be the solid factors betwegn '€ left to the realm of the flesh and the self. Then there

the saints.
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Our relationship to ourselves in identification

After seeing how to properly relate to ourselves in
justification, let us now see our relationship to ourselves

(Continued on Page 8)



is no capacity to receive one another and to be estab-yyyether, is not arrived at in a cheap way. Neither is it

lished together in the church life. _ | aninsignificant matter. Itis the most magnificent thing
So we see how this Christian life works — it is i, the universe to have an established local church, as

through justification, identification, and the resulting  gescribed in Romans, and to have churches that receive
inward transaction of throwing off falsehood and deal- g another as Christ received us. This comes from the

ing with God. Now you learnto quickly gettothe spiritt oy heriences of life. It comes from interacting with
Youlearn to quickly getthrough all the mire of thoughts  rselves in justification, in identification, and in grace.
and feelings. You godirectly to youridentificationwith b5, builds the whole book of Romans solidly on life.
Christ. You do not solve problems. You do not getanswers. Toward the end of Romans Paul tells the believers
You do not stay on that level. You go directly to Jesus. | 1 receive one another the way Christ received them.

Satan wants to have long, drawn-out conversations. gt he does not say this without having first imparted
He likes to talk things out, reach a compromise into them all the receiving factors. They have been
whatever allows him room to live Inus, nullifying the  ayhilarated in their justification in chapter 4, realizing
cross. Thatis his realm. But God's realm is the realm 4t nothing is against them anymore. They are full of
of the cross. You know when you are in the reality 9t o506 in chapter 5 because of God's reconciling work
the cross, because the cross is always quick. It worksy,q,,gh Christ's death on the cross. They are justified
fast. Ifwhatyou are doing is prolonged, if you yourse{f o by fajth and have peace with God through Jesus
are trying to live a crucified life, it is probably not th  cpyist 1n chapter 6 they are fully identified with Christ.
cross. The crossis inthe Spirit, and when you touch the 5,4 put them so much into Christ! In chapter 8 they are

Spirit, there is a qu_ick cutf[ir_1g off of the flesh. It jus enjoying being out of the reach of condemnation by
happens. A quick circumcision of the flesh takes place. peing «in Christ Jesus.” Then, after infusing the saints

When we identify with Christ's all-inclusive deathinthe it all these factors and more, Paul says, “Receive one

Spirit, God’s life flows out of us in _re_surrectlon. This ha another, just as Christ also received [you] to the glory of
a tremendous effect on our receiving of one another.| 5,4 (15:7).

Oh, may the Lord grant us much mercy and grace in
these days for a deeper enjoyment of all the rich factors
of our oneness as believers. Out of this enjoyment will
flow the genuine receiving of one another, and the God
of peace will have the way to crush Satan under our feet
shortly. Amen.*

Our relationship to ourselves
under law and under grace

Our relationship to ourselves under the law a
under grace includes our relationship to the Spiritandto
our human spirit. We know that in Romans 7 Paul was
underthe law. Of course, inmy own life, iflam a persgn
under the law, then | will bring everyone else under the
law. Solneedtoenjoy Romans 8:1: “There is therefore . . . .

. . . . * This article, the fourth of a series on Romans, is
now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” chapter 5 of a new book entitl&@ur Common Oneness
Hallelujah! When | enjoy the realm of my spirit with| by Bill Freeman. The book may be ordered directly
His Spirit, | am out of the reach of condemnation. | a from Ministry Publications P.O. Box 12222, Scottsdale!
“in Christ Jesus.” If you can condemn my Christ, the AZ 85267 (602) 948-4050. The costis $7.50, postpaid.
you can condemn me, because | have no existence apart
from Him. 1 amin Him. | am in the Beloved One. Id th
not have a history outside of Him. | dare not consider eChristian
myself one inch outside of Him, not even a millimeter
outside of Him. Inrelation to everything, | amin Christ
Everything that is true of Christis true of me. Hallelujah!

We relate to ourselves in the realm of the Spirit.
know the Spirit. We know the joy of experiencin
Christ and not living under condemnation. This re-
moves any ground for the enemy to bring condemnatipn
into the church through us. May the Holy Spirit say mugh
more to us about these matters from the book of Romans.

Receiving one another, that is, being established

— Bill Freeman
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