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Godas Our Source and Being Subjective

Our New Point of Reference organic change in your being so that you no longer refer
to your mind, emotion, and will as your center, as your
ccording to the revelation of the Word, the point of reference, as the base of your operation. But
Lord’s death and resurrection have made it now your spirit, joined to the Lord, is your new center.
possible for us to experience awonderfultrans- Thus, in our experience the deep meaning of the Lord’s

fer out ofthe selfand into the Lord Jesus — to liire death and resurrection is that we no longer tive
Him anduntoHim. The apostle Paul says in 2 Corin- ourselves buto Him.

thians 5:15, “And He died for all, that those who live So the goal of all the dealings with the self is to
shouldlive no longer [to] themselves, but [to] Hwho experientially effect a transfer so that we are living the

died for them and rose again.” This indicates that to be identical life that the Lord Jesus lived on this earth. Of
in the enjoyment and the real issue of the Lord’s death His life and living the Lord Jesus said, “I do nothing

and resurrection — to be in “the good” of it — means from Myself” (John 8:28). The Greek prepositfoom
that we are persons who are freed from the self and nojs very strong. It means “l can no longer lfvem the
longer live to ourselves. This means that our self is no source of Myself | Myself am no longer the source.”
longer our center. Our self is no longer our point of This is how the Lord lived. He lived a human life, one
reference. Our selfis no longer what we consult with or with the Father, not speaking from Himself. Indeed, He
what we are oriented to. What a glorious release, that did nothing from Himself. He did everything in union
selfis no longer our center. We have been wonderfully and fellowship with the Father, with the base of His
rearranged. Hallelujah! This rearrangement means thatoperation being His spirit joined to the Father. This
now Christ in our spirit is the center. Christ is our new gives us revelation about the source of our living.

point of reference. What a glorious release — that we no longer live to
This is the deep significance of the Lord’s death — ourselves, but to the Lord. We may say this, but for it
weare crucified. “Itis no longdg” no longeregg no to actually be our experience depends on how much our

longerme “but Christ lives in me.” We know thatto  self is dealt with and how much we have practically
become aregenerated person is not merely to receive “adropped this self. For instance, how much have we
ticket” to go to heaven. Itis not just to know that you dropped our opinion? How much have we not lived by
have eternal life in that sense. Itis to know that you are our opinion, and how much have we not lived by our
a person who has been rearranged. There is a new basgeasoning? Second Corinthians 5:15 which says, “No
of operation for your whole being. There has been an |onger live [to] themselves,” can be amplified to read,
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“no longer live to our opinion” and “no longer live toour  literally sunk into ourselves. This is subjectivity —
reasoning, butto Him.” This is what it means to be freed there is no objective standard in our experience.
from the entire realm of the self-life. There are four pillars that will pull us away from our
Now we need to concentrate on a particular aspect subjectivity and bring us into a transfer of source. The
of the self, and that is the matter of being subjective. first pillar isChrist Himself: “No longer I, but Christ.”
Opinion is one expression of the self, reasoning fis This Person, this lovely Person, loves us and died for us.
another, and being subjective is still another. Being Heis nowrevealedinus. He lives in us and has become
subjective is definitely the expression of living in the our glorious center. This Person will pull us out of
self. Weneed to concentrate our fellowship on this one ourselves. Holding the Head, that is, interacting exclu-
point, so that we could be transferred out of every degreesively with this Christ, will pull us out of our subjective
of being subjective. states and moods. The second pillaous spirit.
Hallelujah for our spirit! It is not only this Person, but
this Person dwelling in our spirit. We seize this Christ
from our spirit by calling upon His name (Matt. 22:43;
We need to understand the meaning of being subjec-1 Cor. 12:3). Calling upon the name of the Lord is how
tive. These three points will help us: (1) the definition we let our spirit prevail. This pillar will make the
of being subjective, or what being subjective is; (2) transfer for us. If we stay in our spirit, our spirit will
what being subjective does, how it operates, how it catapult us out of our subjective feelings. Hallelujah for
manifests itself, and the characteristics of being subjec- Christin our spirit! The third pillar ihe truth the pure
tive; and (3) how to deal with being subjective, which Word, the revealed facts, all that the Bible reveals about
means dealing with the self. us. The God-breathed Word will correct, instruct,
rebuke, and realign us to the truth itself. This will
deliver us out of our subjectivity. The fourth pillathe
Body Hallelujah for the Body! The Body will keep us
Let us consider what being subjective means. For out of our subjectivity.
this we need to read Philippians 2:3-4. Paul says, “Let  Thus, to be a person that is not subjective and sunk
nothing be done through selfish ambition. . .” It means into ourselfis to be a person enjoying Christ, exercising
that the self is the base of operation, the self is the sourceour spirit, standing with the truth, being in fellowship
of our living. To do something by way of selfish with the members of the Body, and learning to believe
ambition is to do something out of the self. Verse |3 the Body. These pillars are the provisions for us to be
continues, “Or conceit, but in lowliness of mind leteach delivered from our subjectivity, to no longer live unto
esteem others better than himself.” Then verse 4 saysourselves but unto Him.
“Let each of you look out not only for his own interest
but also for the interests of others.” The wordléak
outin Greek is where we get the word “scope.” Thu
the meaning of this word is a looking at, a scoping,|a Let us read some of the dictionaries’ definitions of
focusing on our own things. This indicates that the being subjective. The first definition is: “relating to the
problem with some of the Philippians was that they were thinking subject having its source in the mind.” This is
just looking at and focusing upon their own things one dictionary’s definition of a person that is subjective.
being subjective, just in themselves. That person’s source is the mind. The second definition
Being subjective is opposite to being objective. Tjo is: “pertaining to or peculiar to an individual subject or
be subjective means that there is no objective base in puhis mental operations depending upon one’s individual-
experience. Everything arises out of ourselves, and weity and idiosyncrasies.” You could add peculiarities, or
measure everything by ourselves and with ourselves. peculiar ways of relating to ourselves and to others. In
Our standard of measurement is how we feel, and it is other words, it refers to the way we hear and perceive
based on our subjective states of mind and our subjec-others. The third definition is: “tending to lay stress on
tive moods. We measure and relate to everything from one’s own feelings or opinions; given to brooding over
ourselves. We relate to God and we relate to othersone’s mental states; excessively introspective or reflec-
subjectively, that is, according to our own moods and tive.” The fourth definition is: “existing in the mind only
feelings. The final court of appeal to usiav we feel without anything real to correspond to it; illusory and
This is what it means to be subjective. It means to be fanciful.” These are some of the definitions in@eord

What Is Being Subjective?

Everything Arising out of Self and Measured by Sel

Definitions of a Subjective Person
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English DictionaryandThe Webster Dictionamelating
to being subjective. By the Word of God and by these
definitions, we realize that a person who is subjective) is
confined and bound up in himself, without objective
reality.

The objective reality in this universe includes these
four pillars: Christ, our spirit, the truth, and the Body

Apart from these four things we are left to ourselves,|to

our judgment. This is why Paul in 2 Corinthians 10:4-
5 calls reasoning a “stronghold” that needs to be over-
thrown. If we let our spirit prevail in prayer, and open
up to the fellowship in the Body, we can have this
reasoning and opinionated mind overthrown, and begin
to experience a transfer into our spirit.

Being Subjective Leaves Us Ignorant of Ourself

measure ourselves by ourselves and compare ourselves

among ourselves. To measure others by our o
subjective moods, feelings, and opinions is to be left|in
our self. Thus, we see that subjectivity is in this realm
— just being shut up and confined to our own subjective
states and moods with no objective base.

Under this kind of definition, we all have to admit
that there is some degree of subjectivity in us. And with

wn

Being subjective leaves you ignorant of yourself so
that you do not know yourself in God's light. This is
what subjectivity does. In 1 Corinthians 2:11 Paul says,
“For what man knows the things of a man except the
spirit of the man which is in him?” Who knows the
things of man? Who knows the self? Who knows the
rottenness of fallen man? Who knows that there is

some of us there is a great degree of subjectivity. Even nothing good in himself? Who knows that this selfis not

though we know doctrinally about Christ, our spirit, the

to be trusted? Who knows that his opinion and reason-

truth , and the Body, we are a mess inwardly, because weing is untrustworthy? Who knows himself? According

do not exercise ourselves in these four realms. Experi-

entially, we do not believe any of the objective facts.
Actually, we believe our own feeling. Our own feeling
is the final court of appeal. Our own feeling and our own
mind looms larger than the truth itself. We are con-
trolled by self, and we live to our selfThis makes it
impossible for Christ to be lived out and for us to have the
proper organic relationshipsin the Body. So may the Lard
expose all subjectivity in us and give us a quick transfer
into Himself.

What Being Subjective Does
If we are not clear about this definition of being
subjective, if this is still too doctrinal, let us go to the
second point to identify what subjectivity does to us,
how it behaves, and what its characteristics are.

It Makes Us an Opinionated and Reasoning Person

First, subjectivity makes us an opinionated and

to Paul’'s word, it is only the spirit of man that knows the
things of man. This shows us that unless we are vitally
joined to the objective base of our spirit, we are going to
be ignorant concerning ourselves. Although our spirit
is a subjective matter to us, we must realize that the spirit
of man is the factor in man that supplies to him his
objectivity. In other words, to be objective, to be
divided, to know yourself, even to condemn yourself,
and to not trust yourself, your opinion, or your view, is
to be a person that exercises your spirit. To be in the
realm of the spirit is to be a person who becomes wise
concerning your real state. You discover that there is
nothing good in you, and you can admit it, confess it,
and apologize. You can repent without strain. You can
admit your fallen state. You can say to your husband,
“Dear, I'm rebellious, I'm jealous, I'm envious, I'm
bitter.” You can confess your state with ease, because
when you are in your spiryiou knowthat in your flesh
dwells no good thing. You are not trying to defend or
excuse yourself. Thus, you are objective about your-
self. And that objectivity makes it easy for you to

reasoning person. Opinions and reasoning are related toalways agree with God’s diagnosis of the flesh.

believing our own thoughts and remaining within the
confines of our own reasoning. This is the way subjec-
tivity acts. A subjective personis apersonwho believes
his own opinion and feels his opinion is better and
higher than others. A subjective person will only
believe his own mind and his own reasoning, making it
very difficult to fellowship and receive the Lord’s light
Perhaps for our whole life some of us have never
believed anyone. We only believe our reasoning mind.
Our final court of appeal is our opinion, our view, and
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But when you do not exercise your spirit, you stay
enmeshed with yourself. You remain a whole person,
that is, an unbroken person. You are proud, you cannot
admit, you cannot confess, you cannot apologize, be-
cause there is no objective base in you. You are caught
up and immersed into the feelings of pride with its stiff
neck and itsinability to lose its face. This selfis so intact
and whole that it cannot be broken through, it cannot be
penetrated, it cannot be reached, because it does not

(Continued on Page 5)
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GAINING CHRIST, LosING SELF
ParT Il N ‘;

In the previous issue ehe Christian, we saw that home and a new car; nor is it having mere “happiness”
Paul counted all things loss to gain Christ. In the in family life. Good to Paul is to be conformed to the
book of Philippians, he lists specific things in his own life  jmage of Christ. Good is simply to gain Christ. And
which he called “gains to me,” but which he dropped on - cpyist can be gained in any environment. In fact, often
account of Christ. We also saw that Paul’s life is a pattern for more of Christ is gained in hard environments than in
us. Now we will see that Paul alsofferedthe loss of all 9 w
things to gain Christ those that are easy. He was a person that was “always

' carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus” due to his

T here are innumerable items that can be gains to difficult environments, in order that the life of Jesus also

us. However, all things lead back to one thing — could be manifested in him. Paul saw every circum-
the self. It i’s the self that desires material St&Nce as a golden opportunity to cross out a little more

possessions, that has impure motives, that holds on to it2f S€lf and to gain a little more of Christ. _
opinions, that indulges its feelings. Butwhenwe count ~ S€cond, Paul could suffer the loss of all things
these things loss and apply the cross to the self, then we?€Ccause he knew how to put to death the flesh and self-

provide the ground for Christ to grow in us. He spreads f€: Paul was human. He had reactions, _m(’)ods, and
in our heart. He renews our mind. He flows in our cfiticisms. But he knew the power of Christ's death

emotions. We actually gain Christ! He lives rather than which is resident in the Spirit. The effectiveness of the

the self. And as a result, we begin to bear the fruit of the ¢0SS that crucified the old man, the flesh, and the self

Spirit, and the image of Christ is expressed through us. Was not lost 2,000 years ago at Calvary. That killing
element of the cross is still operating in the Spirit. So

Paulrealized that whenever a reaction rose upin his self,
he could put it to death through the Spirit. He only
needed to walk in the Spirit. By walking in the Spirit,

thing tosufferthe loss of all things. The former can be N€ would not live out his reactions. In other words,
somewhat theoretical. But Paul did not live in mere WN€N we get into the Spirit, the reaction of the self

theory. He lived in spiritual reality. Those things that dissipates. The flesh subsides. The Spiritis a poweriul
he counted to be loss, he also suffered as loss. How digPCiSon to the self. Thus, the Spirit can be applied to so
this happen? We could summarize itin two ways. First, Many areas ofour daily life. When the selfrises up with
Paul experienced Christ in the middle of his environ- OPINIONS, agitations, iritations, self-pity, moods, envy,

ments, whether they were good or bad. As we read thePrde, ambition, jealousy, greed — the list goes on and
New Testament, it quickly becomes apparent that Paul °" — We can t?,UCh the Spirit within our spirit by crying
did not have an outwardly happy or comfortable life, &loud, “Jesus. I?stead of remaining in ourselves, we
Quite often his environments were sorely difficult and €@n use the Lord’s name and walk in Spirit, knowing
severely trying. And yet, we cannot sense any spirit of that the effectiveness ofthe crossisinthe Spirit. We too
complaintwith him. We never find him blaming God or  ©&N Put to death the sel-life.

man for his harsh circumstances. Why not? Because
Paul had the revelation that all things were working
together for good. He saw God’s sovereign hand behind _ _
every circumstance that came his way, and he submitted ~ hatmotivated Paul to suffer the loss of all things
to it — he submitted to the mighty hand of God. He Was he just an ascetic? No. He was simply a man who

knew that nothing was a mistake. He knew that God was 2d seen Christ. He was controlied by the vision of
allowing his environments for good. We might ask, Christ. We know that on the road to Damascus, he

What good? How can prison, beatings, hunger Ioerse_received a revelation of Christ. The Son of God was
cution, shipwrecks, and stor’1ing be g;)od? What i revealed in him. We also know that after his salvation,

Paul's definition of good? Good to Paulis obviously not he continued to behold the glory of the Lord in Spirit. As

having a life of ease and comfort; nor is it having a nice & "esult, Paul was able to make a comparison. He
compared the world to Christ. He compared the plea-
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Suffering the Loss of All Things

It is one thing taountall things loss. It is another

Gaining Christ



sures of sin to Christ. He compared the self-life t0 this in each of us!

Christ. And by comparing, he was able to discern which

was worth holding on'to, which was worth pursuing. To  Scripture References:

Paul, the choice was easy. Jesus Christis so wonderful.

Heisso excellent, SO fair, SO beautiful, so attractive. He God'’s progressive Conforming work over the soul:

is so majestic, so glorious. Nothing compares with Rom. 5:10; 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:16-18; Gal. 6:7-8; Eph.

Christ. Nothing even comes close. Nothing. The 4:23; Col.1:28; 3:10; Heb. 8:10-11; 1 Pet. 2:2; Matt.

treasures of the world are like refuse in the light of His 13:3-9, 18-23

glory. Counting all things lossPhil. 3:3-8; 1 Cor. 2:1-2; Luke
Thus, Paul was motivated to count all things loss 9:57-62; 14:25-35: Matt. 10:37-39; 19:21-29; 2

because he saw Someone so worthy to be gained. The  Cor, 12:15; 1 Thess. 2:8; Gal. 6:14

reason we tightly grasp the things of the self is because Applying the cross to the seMatt. 16:24-25; Phil. 2:3-

our vision of Christ has faded. We hardly know Him. 21:3:8-11, 17-19; 4:11-13: Rom. 8:12-13; Gal.

We are born again, but we have little fellowship with 5:13-25; Col. 3:8-10; John 12:24-25; (cf. 2 Tim. 3:2)

Christ, little beholding of Him. Our hearts are overrun Experiencing Christ in environments:Cor. 4:9-13; 2
with the attractions of the age. Our schedules are Cor. 1:3-11; 4:7-18: 6:4-10; 12:7-10; Rom. 8:17-

consumed with the pursuits of self. We have no time for 18, 28-30; 1 Thess. 1:5-6; Heb. 12:4-13; 1 Pet. 1:6-

Him. Our eyes are not fixed on Him. So, our fresh 8: 4:12-14
appreciation and love for Him dwindles. Other loves Gaining Christ: Phil. 3:8-14; Gal. 5:22-2Eph. 3:14-
creep in so that He is no longer our first love. 21; 4:15-16; 1 Cor. 15:10; Heb. 12:1-2; (cf. Rev. 2:4)

But, like Paul, we need to keep our vision of Christ - Manifesting Christ: Phil. 1:19-21; 2 Cor. 2:14-16; 4:10-12
always new. We need to fix our eyes on Jesus, to behold

His glorious face.This happens when we spend time in
His presence, whether alone or with the church. Aswe're
in His presence, our whole value system changes! Nothing :
matters except Christ. We will consider all things as refuse (Continued from Page 3)

compared to the excellency of Christ. We willwant only know itself. It does not know its folly. Apart from our

to pursue Him, gain Him, know Him, and be found in Him. ~ Spirit, we do not know ourself. We are ignorant of
ourself, apart from our spirit. But when we touch our

Conformed to His Image spirit, oh, we loathe ourself. We recognize that there is
nothing good in us; through and through we are alto-
Gaining Christ. Losing the self. This is how Paul gether flesh. We are full of reactions, full of bitterness,

grew and matured in Christ. This is how his soul was and full of hate; and every gross sin is a potential in us.
conformed to the image of God’s Son. And as aresult, ~ The spiritof man s the key to knowing ourselves in
God’s eternal purpose for Paul’s life was accomp”shed_ God'’s |Ight Paul indicates this in 1 Corinthians 2:11:
Hence, when you met Paul, you did not meet an opinion- “For what man knows the things of a man except the
ated mind. You were not struck by a sulking, moody spirit of the man which is in him?” Proverbs 20:27 also
emotion. You did not sense a self-centered or impure states it: “The human spirit is the lamp of the Lord,
heart. You did not encounter a hard, stiff-necked will. Searching every inmost part” (NRSV). Also, Ezekiel
Rather, you met a man whose self had been broken and36:31 tells us what happens at the time of receiving a
crucified. You met a man who was filled with Christ new spirit (cf. verse 26):Thenyou will remember your
and who expressed Christ. You sensed the love of €vil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you
Christ, the joy of Christ, the patience of Christ emanat- Wil loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your
ing through Paul. In other words, you met a man whose iniquities and your abominations.” In other words,
soul was bearing the image of Christ. from our spirit (1) we know ourselves in God’s light, (2)
This is God's goal for all of us. In our daily life, we ~ We are inwardly searched, and (3) we are able to loathe
can gain Christ. We, through the Spirit, can put to death ourselves. Loathing ourselves has nothing to do with
the self. Whether our environments are pleasant or morbid introspection. It is actually a gift of grace
harsh, there is “good” to be realized; and that good is to imparting to us the ability to remain objective about our
experience Christand to be conformed to Hisimage. By fallen stateby agreeing with God'’s judgment of it
this, God'’s eternal purpose is fulfilled. May the Lord do

— Kirk Eland

(Continued on Page 6)
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(Continued from Page 5)

When we remain in our self, or soul-life, we lose others’ condition. This is surely the spiritual qualifica-
that God-given ability to know ourself the way God tion for those who serve and take the lead in the church.
knows us. Paul states thisin 1 Corinthians 2:14: “But the Those who have any responsibility in the church
[soulish] man does not receive the things of the Spirit of must know themselves. This knowing comes by exer-
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he knaw cising the spirit, being broken, and realizing our
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” The untrustworthiness. Without this, the Lord’s testimony
soulish man is the man that stays in himself. He remains will be mixed and impure. Itwill be led by persons who
locked up in his own thoughts and feelings. The things do not know themselves, who trust their opinion and
of the Spirit are foolishness to him; that is, the Spirit’s view, and who lead the church with anignorant, undealt-
judgment of the flesh as it is revealed at the cross is notwith self. May the Lord cause us to be in our spirit more
grasped or understood. Instead of participating in God’s and more, so that we will discern everything with our
judgment of the flesh, the soulish man seeks to protect, spirit. When we get into the spirit we know the things
defend, and excuse what God condemned at Calvaryof man. This includes all the basic things about man —
(Rom. 8:3). man’s creation, man'’s fall, man’s fallen condition and

Being subjective is to be left in a state of blindness state, man’s redemption, man’s regeneration, man'’s
and ignorance, in which we do not know ourselves state of simultaneously having both flesh and spirit, etc.
according to God'’s estimate of things. When this is the Being in the realm of the Spirit is the secret of being
case, whenever we come to fellowship with the saints, delivered out of ignorance and into God'’s light.
we basically trust our own view and opinion. We onl
see things from our own mind and feeling. We are not Being Subjective Makes Us Prone to Deception
that flexible in fellowship, because when our opinion is
rejectedwe feelrejected. Our opinion and self are s Being subjective also makes us prone to deception.
wedded together that when things do not go our way, we In 2 Corinthians 11:3 Paul says, “But | fear, lest
get defensive and upset. Genuine fellowship is very somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness,
difficult with a subjective person, because he does not so your [thoughts] may be corrupted from the [single-
have a proper relationship with himself. ness and the purity] that is [toward] Christ.” Here Paul

What is a proper relationship with ourselves in saysthatthe enemy deceived Eve by his craftiness. The
God’s light? It is that we do not trust our mind and way the enemy gained an entrance was through the
feeling that much. Yes, we fellowship, but at the same thoughts of Eve. When she was seduced and deceived
time, we do not have that much confidence in our view. by the enemy, she became utterly subjective. She did
We are not like Peter who took the Lord aside and nottouch the objective base of the Lord Himself and His
confidently said, “This shall by no means happen to presence. She left her orientation to the Lord Himself
you” (Matt. 16:22b). That means Peter did not know and stayed within the confines of her own thoughts and
himself. He was without any flexibility. He could never thinking. Because of this she was deceived and drawn
have said such a thing so confidently, with his opinian out into sin. So we can see that when we stay in our
being expressed, if he had known himself. So the Lard mind, and our own thoughts become our source, we are
had to expose him by allowing him to fail again and prone to deception.
again until he experienced atransfer of sourceinhislater ~ This deception is especially related to the thoughts
years. about ourself— high thoughts, elevated thoughts, proud

Thus we can see that being subjective means that\wethoughts, even thoughts based upon visions we have
are ignorant of ourselves. So the objective base thatwehad, a call we have had, who we think we are, the
need to seize is our spirit. When you are a perspn spiritual person that we think we are. This s justas Paul
exercising your spirit, you become wiser and more saysin Romans 12:3: “For | say . .. to everyone who is
discerning. What you are wise and discerning about is among you” (that means everyone is subject to this
yourself. You do nottrustyourselfanymore. Youknow temptation), “not to think of himself more highly than
yourself in God’s light (Psa. 36:9). And because you he ought to think.” So if we are a person subjectively
know yourself, you know others. It is not a matter ofja thinking about ourself, considering ourself, measuring
gift of discernment falling upon you. The more we ourself with ourself, we are prone to be deceived. The
know ourself —how fallen we are, how we cannot trust feeling within a subjective person who is deceived is
ourself, and how much we need to live moment by that“l have the goods. | really know better.” This s all
moment by the Lord Himself — the more we will know  subjectivity. And this is Satan’s deceiving us from the
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simplicity and the purity which is toward Christ. himselfin Christ,” but he also saw that everything now
So we need to come back to the objective base of \ya5 to be processéthrough Jesus Christ.” And the
our spirit. From our spirit we deal with our high \yay he could process everything through Jesus Christ
thoughts by praying, “Lord, my thoughts are untrust- \yas bythe law of the Spirit of life'resident within him.
worthy.  Lord, | need to pull down all this elevated | other words, his spirit mingled with the Holy Spirit
thinking in my mind, this thinking of myself more| pecame to him the great objective base for his deliver-
highly than others.” This attitude is also expressed N gnce out of subjective condemnation. In the spirit he
Philippians 2:3 where Paul admonished the saints to o ¢oyld substantiate the reality of being “in Christ” and
things “inlowliness of mind. . .” This means, “Lord,we  doing all things “through Jesus Christ.” Thus, if we live
are nothing and we can do nothing out of ourselves. We ¢ondemned, if we live continuously accused, no doubt
have no trustin our own thoughts. We are just persons tnhe reason is that we believe our own subjective feelings
trusting in You.” This kind of exercise in our spirit will and states of mind, rather th@frist, the spirit, the
preserve us from being prone to deception. truth, and the BodySo we need to remain steadfast in
these four pillars to be delivered from the subjective

Being Subjective Condemns Us state of condemnation.

Being subjective will always manifest itself in
one’slife by a stream of condemning thoughts. Thereal

source of condemnation with many people is simpl Subjectivity makes us fearful. Thatis, when we stay
subjectivity. Thisis the kind of condemnation referred i gurselves considering our own feelings and thoughts,
toin Romans 7 and 8 — subjective condemnation. This e gre fearful and timid. Second Timothy 1:7 says, “For
is why a person lives with condemnation. He believes god has not given us a spirit of fear (cowardice or
his own feelings and his own states of mind. Thus, he timidity), but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”
is set up for the accuser of the brethren. If we do not Then verse 8 says, “Therefore do not be ashamed of the
stand with the four objective facts — Christ, the spirit, testimony of our Lord.” This includes the meetings of
the truth, and the Body —we are left to all the onslaught he church. Some of us have not testified even once in
of condemnation from the enemy. Because there is $in gyer six months or ayear. Why don’t you testify? Why
in our flesh, it acts, it reacts, it moves, and it has its gon't you stand up in the meeting to release the Christin
tendencies. Paul’'s description of his subjective state|in your spirit? It may be due to a subjective state and mood
Romans 7 reveals that there was a fierce struggle going that comes over you in the meeting. You are self-
on within his being, because he had no objective base to conscious. Your point of reference is your self. You are
lay hold of. There was no truth, no spirit, no Christ, and - more occupied with what you are not, than with Christ.
no Body. So he ends up with a desperate cry, “O your being immersed in your personal failure, your
wretched manthatlam...” His wretchedness was due gyerall condition, and your present situation are symp-
to his being confined to his own thoughts. His subje¢- oms of your subjectivity. Because this becomes your
tivity in _handling himself resulted in subjective con point of reference you are fearful and feel ashamed.
demnation. This is what subjectivity does to us. It binds us with a

Then, he bursts forth in Romans 7:25, “Thanks be fearful self-consciousness and keeps us from function-
to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Then again in ing in the meetings.

Romans 8:1-2 he declares, “There is therefore now no But the Word declares that God has not given us a
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. For the spirit of fearfulness or timidity, but of power, of love,

from the law of sin and death.” These two facts uttered 5,9 open our mouth with the testimony of our Lord.

by Paul reveal the way he was delivered from subjective gome of us need to spring up out of our seats with our
condemnation. When he saidfiroughdesus Christ,” | gpjrit, calling upon the name of the Lord, and overthrow
coupled with “the law of the Spirit of life . .. made me oy subjectivity. It is a paralyzing thing to be bound by
free,” h'e disclosetlowhe was deIivgred. His deliver- your own thoughts about your condition — this is what
ance did not come from an experience that he passedgypjectivity does. It makes us fearful to talk about
through. His deliverance came as aresultof moving aut cprist. We are more occupied with what others are

of his subjective state into the objective reality of thinking about us than with Christ. We are afraid of
Christ, the spirit, and the truth. Not only did he kno

Being Subjective Makes Us Fearful

(Continued on Page 8)
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A New Book

From the Introduction

hat is the Christian

life? How could it be
defined? Perhaps we would
answer that the Christian life
consists of assenting to a set of
Biblical teachings and going to
church. Or, thatitis doing our
best to fulfill a list of religious

Christ;

the christian life

Growing Up duties, a set of do’s and don’ts.

m'l’l‘l’l';:nmgs Or, that it is serving God in
various Christian ministries in
order to demonstrate our thank-
fulness to Him for saving us.
Or, that it is trying to improve
ourself to be a better Christian

KirkEland and to set an example for others.

Or, thatitis seeking experiences
of power and spiritual gifts. Or,
that it is getting involved in
today’s social and political is-
sues from a Christian standpoint. Although these various definitio
may seem noble and good, they do not define the Christian life that
New Testament reveals.

What then is the Christian life? Simply put, the Christian life is

a Person. And that Person is Jesus Christ. The most crug
revelation for us to receive about the Christian life is fesus
Christ is the Christian life . . . And because the Christian life is
alife and not a religion, we can expect to experience certain stag
of growth. Life implies birth, growth, and maturity. Life is never
static or stagnant, but is dynamic and developing. This is exac
how it is with the Christian life. . . . | trust that these chapters wi
lead each of us into the Person of Jesus Christ — to gain Him, kn
Him, and grow in Him, because He is the Christian life.

— Kirk Eland
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(Continued from Page 7)

saying the wrong thing. We are all caught up within the
confines of our mind. So we need to exercise our spirit
of power, love, and a sound mind to get out of ourself
and be transferred out of our subjective state to live
Christ and flow Christ out to others.

When we exercise our spirit by calling upon the
name of the Lord, we instantly usher our whole being
into God Himself as our source. It is by this kind of
action that all subjectivity is overthrown, and Satan is
defeated in our lives. Amen!*

*(To be continued next month)

— Bill Freeman

Ministry of the Word Radio Broadcasts
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11:00 - 11:1%.M.
11:00 - 11:1%.m.
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