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Preface

he title of this book,The Church Is Christis

based upon 1 Corinthians 12:12 and Colossians
3:11b. First Corinthians 12:12 says, “For as the body is
one and has many members, but all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.”
This verse briefly unveils the precious New Testament
truth ofthe corporate Christ Colossians 3:11b, says,
“Christis all and in all.” This statement spoken by the
apostle Paul also defines the inner nature of the church.
Christ is all things to the church, and Christ is the
indwelling reality of the church. Thugshe Church Is
Christ!

The contents of this book were given in the form of
spoken messages, and therefore reflect that form
throughout. The messages came out of a burden to
share with the saints that the reality of the church is just
Christ Himself. They were given in Seattle, Washing-
ton and Scottsdale, Arizona during the months of Feb-
ruary and March of 1993.

The Bible translation used in this book when quot-
ing Scripture is th&lew King James Versipanless it



is otherwise noted. Where words and phrases could
have been better translated according to the original
Greek text we have included the more literal translation
in brackets [ ] within the verse.

| also want to express my thanks to the Lord for the
dear brothers and sisters co-working with me, who
labored faithfully in Christin many details in order that
these messages might be available in print.

Our prayer is that the Lord will use this book to open
our eyesto see whatis the inner reality of the church, and
that it might direct us away from so many distractions
and complications to “the simplicity and the purity that
is toward Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3, ASV).

— Bill Freeman
March 1993 Scottsdale, Arizona

Vi



Scripture quotations are taken from
the New King James Versiamless
otherwise noted.




1 » How the Church Is Christ

|. By the Statement in 1 Corinthians 12:12

We need to see the basic revelation of what the
church is according to God’s thought. In our
religious background many of us have not properly seen
what the church is. We have grown up in the history and
practice of Christianity and have followed the traditions
of men in regard to the church. But when we come to the
pure Word of God, we discover something altogether
different and fresh concerning the church — we see that
the church is Christ! According to Paul’s statementin 1
Corinthians 12:12, in its highest definition and reality the
church is Christ.

First Corinthians 12:12 says, “For as the body is one
and has many members, but all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.” Some
Bible translations say, “so also is the Christ,” because the
definite article occurs before “Christ” in the original
Greek text.

To reveal that the church is Christ, Paul uses our
human body as an illustration. The human body is one
unit, yet itis composed of many members. For example,

1
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| am not many persons standing in front of you; | am just
one. My body is one. Yet, if you take me apart, | am
composed of many members. But these many members
are not many bodies; rather, the many members are one
body. The many members form one unit and together
make up one body.

In 1 Corinthians 12:12, Paul first speaks about the
body from the angle of its oneness: the body isone. Then
he describes this one body from another angle: the one
body is in reality made up of many members. Then from
the angle of the many members he comes back again to
the angle of the one body. He is emphasizing two
different points that are equally true. Looking atthe body,
you see only one body, and yet you also see many
members. Then, looking at the many members, although
you can recognize many members, yet you see only one
body. Look at the hands, the arms, the feet, the ears —
many members, yet one body. Look at the body in its
oneness — one body, yet there are many members.

Paul specifically applies this one body/many mem-
bersillustration to the church in the most elevated way by
saying, “soalsois the Christ.” The word “also” links
what he is about to say with what he just said in the first
part of the verse. In other words, in the same way that our
body has a oneness and a plurality, so Christhas a oneness
and a plurality — Christ is one and Christ is many.
According to our thought, we would have concluded, “so
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also isthe church’ Although the church is the one Body

of Christ, and as such has many members, Paul in 1
Corinthians 12:12 does not identify oneness and plurality
with the church or the Body; instead, he identifies this

oneness and plurality with Christ! This elevates our

realization of what the church is according to its inner

reality — the church is Christ. Thus, according to the

divine view, Christ is not merely a single Person, but a

corporate Person.

Perhaps some may ask, what do you mean by saying
that the church is Christ? | am aware that to say that the
church is Christ is to risk being accused of teaching
heresy, or teaching a kind of pantheism similar to the New
Age movement. Of course, | do not mean anything like
that. However, we all must admit that to say that the
church is Christ is not tonterpret Paul’'s words in 1
Corinthians 12:12, but simply tpuotethem. Therefore,
let us see how the church is Christ according to other
scriptural statements.

Il. By Other Scriptural Statements
A. Matthew 25:34-40 and 1 Corinthians 8:12
Understanding that the church is Christ is not a

minor truth presented by the apostles to clarify certain
New Testament situations; rather, it is an underlying
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supposition of the whole New Testament. It runs through
the apostles’ writings from Matthew to Revelation. On
many occasions the writers simply speak from the premise
that the church is Christ. For example, the Lord’s words
about how we are to treat His “brethren” are recorded in
Matthew, planting a seed in the Gospels that the church
is Christ. In Matthew 25:34-40 we reatt, “Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the worlé. for | was hungry

and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me¥h| was naked

and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me; | was
in prison and you came to Mé” Then the righteous will
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry
and feed You, or thirsty and give You drin€®hen did

we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and
clothe You?°Or when did we see You sick, orin prison,
and come to You?* And the King will answer and say

to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to yomasmuch as you did it

to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it t§' Me.

In 1 Corinthians 8:12 Paul presents another example
of how the church is Christ. He is addressing a practical
situation where insensitive brothers are offending weak
brothers. Perhaps the Corinthians were somewhat shocked
when they read Paul’'s words to them. They probably
didn’t have Paul's understanding of the church being
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Christ, so they were thinking that this was just an issue
between brothers. But listen to Paul’s interpretation of
their behavior in 1 Corinthians 8:12: “But when you thus
sin againstthe brethren and wound their weak con-
scienceyou sin against Christ The brothers — Christ!
What an application to your family life! How this affects
your relationships — taking care not to wound the weak
conscience of your spouse, or of your children, or any of
the saints. If our mind is not renewed, we just see one
another according to our natural thought. We look at one
another according to the flesh, and we may think we can
owneach other. We may think we can manipulate each
other and control each other. But, brothers and sisters, if
you wound the saints, you wound Christ.

Again, the Lord said, “Inasmuch as you did it to one
of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt.
25:40), and “Inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to Me” (Matt. 25:45). He
is fully identifying Himself with His members. His
members are parts of Him. When you see the church this
way, it makes all the difference in how you experience the
church — how you forgive, how you handle others, even
how you live your life not to consciously offend or to
wound others. Obviously, due to our weaknesses, our
blind spots, our untransformed natures, oftentimes we
offend, even unwittingly. Thus, itis Christ that we need
to experience together that we might see something of the
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reality of what the church is.
B. 1 Corinthians 12:26-27

Another passage illustrating how the church is Christ
is 1 Corinthians 12:26-27¢“And if one member suffers,
all the members suffer with it; or if one member is
honored, all the members rejoice with?tNow you are
the body of Christ, and members individually.” The
traditional understanding of verse 27 is, “you are the body
of Christ.” No doubt, all the translations put in the
definite article, because the sentence does not seem to
make sense otherwise. But, “the” is not in the original
Greek text. Thus, the verse could be properly translated
“you are a body of Christ,” or, “you are body of Christ.”

If Paul is saying to the local church in Corinth, “you
are the body of Christ,” this means that as the local
church, meeting there in that city, the believers could be
identified as the body of Christ. Although this fact may
be true in other passages, there’s something special here
that Paul was actually pointing out. Grammatically, in
the Greek language, the absence of a definite article
means that the writer is emphasizing the nature of some-
thing. Paul, then, is describing the nature of the churchin
Corinth as “body of Christ.”

Let us look at other passages in the Word that
illustrate this grammatical point. John 4:24 says, “God is
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Spirit.” Itdoesn’t say, “God is the Spirit,” referring to the
third Personinthe Godhead. Here, the writer is purposely
leaving out the definite article to emphasize the nature of
God. Godis Spirit. Although He is the triune God — the
Father, the Son, and the Spirit — yet John 4 emphasizes
His nature. Because in nature God is Spirit, to worship
Him you have to be in spirit, in the realm of the spirit. To
touch God'’s nature, you have to touch God in the realm
of the spirit.

This principle of emphasizing theature of some-
thing is also seen in John 1:5, where we read, “God is
light.” Andin 1 John 4:16 the writer again leaves out the
definite article to describe God’s nature — “God is love.”
Thus, when 1 Corinthians 12:27 says, “You are body of
Christ,” or, “you are a body of Christ,” it's touching the
nature of what we are. Some Bible versions have trans-
lated it this way: “You are a body to Christ,” touching the
nature of what you are. If you read 1 Corinthians 12:12
and then continue on in the chapter, you will notice that
Paul returns to the same thought in verse 27: “you are in
nature a body to Christ.” Paul wanted to impress us as
believers with the nature of what we are. We are a body
to Christ; we are members to Him. Asthe body is one and
has many members, and yet the many are not just many,
but are one, so also is Christ. Christis many. You are a
body to Christ.

These scriptural statements from the Word of God
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help us to understand the dimension ofrtatireof the
church. If you don’t see the church in this way, you don’t
see the full, deep content and reality of what the churchiis.
Once we see that the church is Christ, our every view,
every opinion, every division, is shattered. Nothing of
this kind can remain intact when we see that the churchin
the divine thought is just Christ — Christ Himself living,
occupying, and supplying Himself into every member.
And this issues in an expression of Him. The flavor of the
church is Christ. It tastes like Christ. It gives you the
sense of Christ. You're touching Christ, because the
church is Christ.

C. Ephesians 5:28 and 1 Corinthians 1:13

In Ephesians 5:28 Paul gives us a remarkable ex-
ample of how the church is Christ: “So husbands ought
to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves
his wife loves himself.” In saying, “He who loves his own
wife loveshimself’ Paul is identifying the wife as part of
the husband. The husband and the wife are one. They are
one flesh. Paul brings out this emphasis, this precise
speaking, to convey precise revelation into us about the
church. Then, notice Ephesians 5:29: “For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishesiit, just as
the Lord does the church.” Paul speaks again in a very
intimate way to show us that we are members of Christ’s
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Body.

We nourish and cherish our flesh, just as Christ does
the church. This shows how the church is related to Him.
It's Himself. How can you damage Him? How can you
negatively affect Him in any way? When Paul deals with
division in 1 Corinthians 1:13, he declares, “Is Christ
divided?” He doesn't say, “Is the church divided?” He
says, “Is Christ divided?” That's why, when | recently
heard about the problems concerning one of the churches
in this area, that brothers were taking brothers to court, |
just felt grieved. Is Christ divided?

In the church we are not like unbelievers, behaving
ourselvesinthe realm of rightand wrong. The world may
ask, Who is right? or Who is wrong? Butwe as believers
ask, Where is Christ? We're notinissues. We're dealing
with a living Person — Christ. Where is Christ between
the brothers? | personally talked to both sides. | said,
“Brothers, I'm grieved over the situation. Could we not
come together and fellowship?” Some may be wonder-
ing about why | would speak. But | am a member of the
Body, seeking to fellowship with the brothers to see that
the peace of Christ arbitrates between them. Paul said in
1 Corinthians 6:5, “I say this to your shame. Is it so, that
there is not awise man among you, not even one, who will
be able to judge between his brethren?”

The real test of genuineness is in how we relate to
Christ, not in seeking to know who is right and who is
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wrong. In 1 Kings 3:16-27, Solomon was testing genu-
ineness in a situation where two women claimed to be the
mother of the same child. In his wisdom, Solomon
proposed to have the child cut in half, knowing that the
real mother would object to such a solution. The real
mother quickly gave up her rights to the child rather than
see the child killed. In doing this she established her true
relationship to the child. Thus Solomon was able to
restore the child to the real mother.

The same principle applies in the church situation.
Rather than see the church divided, will we not let the
peace of Christ arbitrate? Where the peace of Christ
arbitrates, where Christ is not divided, that is the reality
of the church. Otherwise you have something that is not
an expression of the fullness of Christ.

We need to see clearly from the Word of God how
the church is Christ. By searching the Scriptures dili-
gently like the Bereans (Acts 17:11), we will be more than
convinced of this basic truth revealed in the New Testa-
ment. By continuing through the next chapters of this
book, we will see that the church is Christ to such an
extent that we could never be the same. This will be a
solid foundation for our entire Christian life and church
life.

[ll. By the Enlargement of Christ

10
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We need to see the church according to divine
revelation, otherwise our vision and practice of the church
will lack something. Surely the church is not a physical
building; neither is the church a human organization; nor
is the church merely a group of people who subscribe to
a particular doctrinal statement. Rather, the church is
Christ Himself dispensed into all His members. His one
life is dispensed into the “many members.” Itis His life,
filling and functioning through every member, that makes
the church the Christ in reality. Such a definition of the
church points us to the proper source of the church —
Christ Himself! All His members make up His fullness.
We are organically joined to Him as the Head. As the
Head, He is not merely the controlling center, but He is
also the life supply that flows in every member. By His
life He lives in us, fills us, and flows out from us, and we
become His expression. Thus, the church is the enlarge-
ment of Christ. For example, | am one person with both
aheadand abody. My head is connected to my body, and
because they are organically joined together as one unit,
there is an enlargementand afullness. If I had only a head
and no body, there would be no enlargement or proper
expression.

The Holy Spirit reveals this same truth in 1 Corin-
thians 6:15: “Do you not know that your bodies are
members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of
Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly

11
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not!” Then verse 17 says, “But he who is joined to the
Lord is one spirit with Him.” Our bodies are the members
of Christ, and our spirit is one spirit with the Lord. These
truths reveal the extraordinary oneness existing between
Christ and the church. This is a revelation of the church
atthe deepestlevel. We are not just believers or followers
of Christ in an outward way. Nor are we limited to being
members of His Body, with a concept that His Body is
something separate and detached from Christ Himself.
All the saints are one spirit and life with the Lord Himself,
and their bodies are not only temples of the Holy Spirit (1
Cor. 6:19), but also are “members of Christ.”

In the fourth century, Augustine saw the biblical
revelation that the church is Christ, and he coined the
phrase “the Whole Christ.” The following are his utter-
ances:

What is the Church? She is the body of
Christ. Join to it the Head, and you have one
man: the head and the body make up one man.
Who is the Head? He who was born of the
virgin Mary . . . . And what is the body? Itis
His Spouse, that is, the Church . ... The Father
willed that these two, the God Christ and the
Church, should be one man.

All men are one man in Christ, and the unity
of Christians constitutes but one man.

Let us rejoice and give thanks. Not only are

12
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we become Christians, but we are become
Christ. My brothers, do you understand the
grace of God that is given us? Wonder, rejoice,
forwe are Christ! If He is the Head, and we are
the members, then together He and wdlaze
whole man.

When the Head and the members are de-
spised, then th@/hole Christis despised, for
the Whole Christ Head and body, is that just
man against whom deceitful lips spéak.

John Calvin, living during the time of the Reforma-
tion, also gave utterance to this marvelous revelation in
his commentary on 1 Corinthians 12:12:

So also is ChristThe name of Christ is used
here instead of the Church, because the si-
militude was intended to apply — not to
God’s only-begotten Son, but to us. Itis a
passage that is full of choice consolation,
inasmuch as he calls the Chukchrist for
Christ confers upon this honor — that he is
willing to be esteemed and recognized, notin
himself merely, but also in his members.
Hence, the same Apostle says elsewhere (Eph.
1:23), that the Church is his completion, as
though he would, if separated from his mem-

13
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bers, be incomplete.

Both Augustine and Calvin saw that the reality of
the church is Christ. If the church is Christ, then we are
members of Christ and parts of Christ. We are not parts
of a denomination. We are not merely parts of a group of
disciples or believers, as true as that may be. We are, at
the deepest level, the very parts of Christ. Christ lives in
us. The church does not have any other source or reality.
The church is a Person, living and expressing Himself
through His many members. If we see the church in this
way, it will make all the difference in our experience, in
our practice, in our understanding, and in our relation-
ships with one another. For example, in our relationships
we will realize that we are not just dealing with another
person — we are dealing with parts of Christ. We are
dealing with the members of Christ. We are handling
Christ. We are handling His members. We are touching
those that have been made part of Him. We are touching
the redeemed, those purchased by blood and organically
joined to Him, the living Head. We are members of one
another because we are members of Christ.

In the diagram on page 15, we can visualize how the
whole person — Head and Body — is the Christ. Thisis
the church. This is what the church is by revelation.
According to the New Testament, you do not join a
church by signing up to become a member. There is not

14
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such a practice in the New Testament. In the book of
Acts, as the church was growing, people weddedto

the Lord.” In Acts 5:14 we read, “And believers were
increasinglyaddedto the Lord, multitudes of both men
and women.” Then also Acts 11:24b says, “And a great
many people weraddedto the Lord.”

When you and | receive Christ and are genuinely
born of God, at that moment we are added to the Lord as
an attached member of His Body. Thisis the membership
that is in the New Testament. It is not membership on a
roll. It is not signing a doctrinal agreement. It is not
joining a denomination. Itis not becoming affiliated with
any group. No! We have been befuddled by the teachings
and practices of
church member- theentire entity - Head and members - is the Christ!

ship in traditional

Christianity. Oh,
the Christ

brothers and sis-
A/Cor. 12:12

ters, church
membership is ™Y,
simply becoming

living member of

Christ! When | be- many members
come a
regenerated man,

and the life of

Christ, the Head,

15
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enters into me, at that time | am added to Him as one of
His members! Hallelujah! We are members of Christ!
As members of Christ, we belong to one another as parts
of Christ. Marvelous! This is the church.

Some have asked us over the years, “Don’t you have a
membership? Isn’t it uncertain and shaky not to have a
membership? Don’t you have some way to keep your
members?” My response inwardly has been, “Keep my
members?” The church is nota community club. No, we
are members of Christ! We are members of one another
by being organically joined to the life of our one Head.
Brothers and sisters, we don't join the church — we see
the church. We enjoy the reality of being added together
to Christ (Acts 2:41, 47). Nothing is more solid. The
gates of Hades cannot stand against this kind of member-
ship. This is an organic membership. This is members
joined to the Head. Thus, the church is the enlargement
of Christ with all His members filled with Him and
expressing Him as His fullness. This is the basic vision
that we need to see to understand how the churchis Christ.

IV. By the New Testament Revelation of Christ
A. Through Paul's Experience

To describe how the church is Christ, we need to
have the New Testament revelation of Christ. The

16
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revelation of Christ according to the teaching of the
original apostles will bring us into another realm con-
cerning our apprehension of the church. Through the
apostle Paul’'s experience, we see the most outstanding
example of how the church is Christ. In Acts 8:1 we read,
“Now Saul was consenting to his [Stephen’s] death. At
that time a great persecution arose against the church
which was [in] Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samatria, except the
apostles.” Please note the phrase, “the church which was
[in] Jerusalem.” This is an example of the original
identification given to the church in the New Testament.
From this we observe how the church was identified
simply as “the church.” Also, the church was identified
according to geography, that is, “in Jerusalem.”

Based upon the revelation of the church as Christ, to
say, “the church which was in Jerusalem,” would be
equivalent to saying, “the Christ which was in Jerusa-
lem.” In other words, we should not identify the church
by anything else. We should not add anything to Christ
or the church. We should not make the church someone’s
group or personal following. It should not be Paul's
church, Peter's church, or Luther's church. Let the
church just be the church! Let Christ just be Christ
through His members gathered and meeting in any given
place.

The centrality of Christin Jerusalem is captured and

17
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preserved by calling the saints in Jerusalem, “the church
which was in Jerusalem.” To talk about the church is to
talk about Christ in His exalted state. Christ was in
Jerusalem. His continuation was expressed in the church
— His enlarged form.

In the Gospels, Christ was in Jerusalem in the flesh.
This was only the beginning of what He was “to do and
teach.” In Acts 1:1, Luke says, “The former account [the
Gospel of Luke] I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus
begarboth to do and teach.” By using the word “began,”
Luke indicates that Acts is tlwentinuationof Christ —
now in His enlarged form as the church.

Through His incarnation He was present in the flesh
for 33%/2years and began to do and teach many things.
But now through His resurrection, as a life-giving Spirit,
He continues to do and teach many things through His
members. He hasimparted His life into His members and
continues to be expressed in His “other form” — the
church! The glorified Christ has now streamed into
thousands that have beatded to Him In Acts, we see
an enlarged Christ. That is, we see the church, because
the church is Christ!

The record of Saul's experience of persecuting the
church and the Lord’s subsequent appearing to him
clearly reveals how the church is Christ. In Acts 8:3 we
read, “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering
every house, and dragging off men and women, commit-

18
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ting them to prison.” This verse tells us that the persecu-
tion was aimed specifically #te church Also, Acts 8:1
indicates that Saul specifically approved of Stephen’s
killing. Then again in Acts 9:1 we read, “Then Saul, still
breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest.” Once again, it was against
thedisciplesof the Lord that the severe persecution was
directed.

Saul’s encounter with the Lord in Acts 9:2-5reveals
the Lord’s interpretation of his actions against the believ-
ers:? “And [Saul] asked letters from him [the high priest]
to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any
who were of the Way, whether men or women, he might
bring them bound to JerusaletmAnd as he journeyed he
came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around
him from heaven? Then he fell to the ground, and heard
a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecut-
ing Me?’ 5 And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the
Lord said, ‘1 am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Itis
hard for you to kick against the goads.”” Apparently,
Saul was persecuting the church; but according to the
Lord’s own words in verses 4 and 5, he was persecuting
Jesus.

Through this experience on the Damascus road,
Saul saw Christ in a corporate way. He saw the whole
Christ. He saw that the church was joined to Christ, the
living Head. He saw that to touch the smallest member of

19
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the church was to touch Jesus. This experience and
revelation became the controlling heavenly vision of
Paul’s life and work (Acts 26:19). No doubt his utterance
in 1 Corinthians 12:12 about the Christ being made up of
many members was related to his Damascus road expe-
rience. It was there that he saw the vision of the Head
organically joined to His members.

To say that the church is Christ does not mean that
the church is deity, or that the church is part of the
Godhead in a heretical sense. No! It means just what the
Bible says, that we are one spirit with the Lord, and we are
joined to Him as His very members (1 Cor. 6:15, 17).
Every part of me, including my eyes, my ears, my hands,
my feet, my soul, my heart, my mind, is a specific member
of my body. So now every part of me is a member of
Christ. My eyes are members of Christ! My ears are
members of Christ! My eyes and my ears are not mine
anymore; they belong to Christ. My body in its parts and
as a whole is a member of Christ. Each individual saint
is a member of Christ! Thus, the church is identified by
Paul as the Christ.

B. Through Paul's Understanding
We see not only through Pauégperienceghat the

church is Christ, but we also see it through Paulter-
standing In Ephesians chapter 3, we see how Paul
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wanted us to enter into his understanding of what he calls
“the mystery of Christ.” In Ephesians 3:1-4 he says,
“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for
you Gentiles — 2 if indeed you have heard of the
dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me
for you, ® how that by revelation He made known to me
the mystery (as | wrote before in a few wordby which,
when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ).” In other words, he wants the believ-
ers to enter into his understanding of the mystery of
Christ.

We need to understand the mystery of Christ as
being one of the two basic mysteries in the Bible. Of the
several mysteries mentioned in the Bible (Matt. 13:11;
Rom. 11:25; 1 Cor. 4:1; 2 Thess. 2:7; Rev. 1:20; 10:7,
17:5,7), two are basic. The first is the mystery of God,
mentioned in Colossians 2:2. Here Paul says, “That their
[the believers’] hearts may be encouraged, being knit
together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, [unto] the [full] knowledge
of the mystery of God, [Christ].” The phrase, “the
mystery of God, Christ” is, in Greek, an appositional
statement. That is, the mystery of God is Christ. Christ
and the mystery of God refer to the same thing. Christis
the unveiling of God! If we want tlmowGod, if we want
to seeGod, if we want totouch God, if we want to
understandhe mystery of God in this universe, then we
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must see thatitis all in Christ. To look at Christis to look
at God! To know Christ is to know God! The first basic
mystery in the Bible is the mystery of God, which is
Christ.

The second basic mystery inthe Bible is the mystery
of Christ, mentioned by Paul in Ephesians 3. After Paul
speaks concerning some of the details related to the
mystery in Ephesians 3:3-5, he then unveils what the
mystery isinverse 6: “That the Gentiles should be fellow
heirs, of the same Body and partakers of His promise in
Christ [Jesus] through the gospel.” Thus, the mystery is
the one Body of Christ, made up of both Jews and
Gentiles. Paul continues to refer to the mystery of Christ
in Ephesians 3:9 by saying, “And to bring to light what is
the administration of the mystery .. .” (NASV). Then he
specifies in verse 10 that the administration, or the
economy, of the mystery is being worked out through the
church. Thus, the mystery of Christ is the church!

If we want to know Christ, if we want to touch
Christ, if we want to hear Christ, if we want to see Christ,
then we must realize that Christ is revealed in the church.
The mystery of Christ is His Body, the church, the
fullness of the One whofills allin all (Eph. 1:22-23). The
churchis the expression of Christ — even Christ Himself
lived out in a corporate way through His members. Itis
this revelation of the corporate Christ that was the unique
revelation of Paul's ministry. Indeed, he says that his
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understanding of the mystery of Christ was given to him

that we might perceive and enter into his understanding.
In other words, there is not going to be another revelation
forusto enterinto. No! All believers are required to enter

into Paul’s revelation and understanding, and that under-
standing is to see that the church is Christ — Christ
revealed and unveiled through His one Body!

C. Through Paul's Prayer

The New Testament revelation of the church being
the whole Christ comes uniquely through Paul’s experi-
ence, through Paul’'s understanding, and also through
Paul’s prayer uttered in Ephesians 1:15-23. His prayer is
that we would all have a spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the full knowledge of God; that s, that as believers we
would have a deeper and a higher vision of the full
knowledge of God. This full knowledge in verses 19-23
includes knowing what is the exceeding greatness of
God’s power toward us who believe. We must see that
the power that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him
on the throne, far above all rule and authority, is the same
power that made Him the Head over all things to the
church, which is His Body. The full knowledge also
includes seeing that the church as His Body is, in reality,
“the fullness of [the One] who fills all in all.” Hallelujah!

Through Paul’'s prayer we sé®w the church is
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Christ! The church is Christ because the church is just
Himself filling every member with His life. Ephesians
1:23 says, “The fullness of [the One] who fills all in all.”
Here the verb “fills” is in the present tense and can be
translated, “the One who is continuously filling all in all.”
The Lord, having been glorified through His resurrection
and ascension, has now become a life-giving Spirit. Now,
He can stream into all the spirits of all the members!
Every member who is presently being filled is incorpo-
rated into His organic expression! Inthisway, alarge, full
Christ is expressed on this earth. There is not just one
hand, in Palestine, laid on a leper to heal him. There are
thousands of members of His Body expanding the love of
God to humanity. The ministry of Christ now flows
through each individual member! Thus, in Paul’s prayer
we see that the church is an enlargement of this glorified
Onewho livesinus andwhois now filling us. Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord! What a revelation — a revelation of
Christ being the church!

D. Through John’s Vision and Revelation

When we come to the end of the Bible, we come to
the consummation of all things, expressed in the New
Jerusalem, the holy city. The apostle John had a vision
and arevelation of this city, and he describes what he saw
— acity that was a full expression of God with man. For
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example, Revelation 21:3 says, “And | heard a loud voice
from heaven saying, ‘Beholthe tabernacle of God is
with men and He will dwell with them, and they shall be
His people, andsod Himself will be with therand be
their God.”” Then in verse 22 John sayBut | saw no
temple init, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple’ Then againin verse 23 he says, “And the city
had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in ithéor
glory of God illuminated it and the Lamb is its [lanip].

It is clear from these Scriptures that the tabernacle, the
temple, and the glory and lamp of the city are just God
Himself and the Lamb. When John was in spirit, he saw
that the city was identified aite bride, the Lamb’s wife”
inverses 9and 10. In other words, from one angle the city
is an expression of God Himself, but from another angle
the city is composed of all the chosen and redeemed
people of God as the bride of Christ. Thus, we must ask,
is the city God? Or, is the city the people of God? The
answer is both! The city is a composition of God mingled
with man.

When Revelation 21:22 reveals that God Himself is
the temple, it does not mean that God is the temple by
Himself. Rather, it means that God is so thoroughly and
completely embodied in His people thheyhave be-
comean enlargement of Hiras a temple (1 Cor. 3:16; 2
Cor. 6:16). They are His dwelling place to such an extent
that they perfectly express Him and have His glory (Rev.
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21:9b-11). God’s building at the end of the Bible is
composed of God Himself built into every saint —
transformed and conformed to the image of His Son
(Rom. 8:29)! When you look at the holy city depicted in
Revelation 21 and 22, you are impressed with the fact that
the whole city is God! God is the temple! The Lamb is
the lamp! Heisthe lightthatilluminesthe entire city! The
river of the water of life is flowing to every part of the city,
supplying it with God Himself (Rev. 22:1-2, 17).

What we behold in the holy city is God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. This triune God is
the inner content and reality of His finished work, His
dwelling place for eternity! Hallelujah! The city has the
glory of God! It is not existing for itself or building up
itself with a name, like Babylon (Rev. 17:1-5). Itis just
God Himself enlarged in the Body of His Son (Col. 1:18-
19), supplying everything directly as the Spirit (Rev.
22:1), flowing as a river for all to freely drink (Rev.
22:17)! What oneness and solidarity between God, the
Lamb, and the city!

The holy city is not only the consummation of all
God’s work throughout the ages, but it is also the present
goal toward which we should pursue (Heb. 13:14). Thus,
the proper church life today should be a miniature of the
holy city. The church should simply express Christ,
having God’s glory shining through it (2 Cor. 4:6-7).
When people touch the church, they should be able to
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touch Christ in all the members. What people should be
impressed with is simply Christ living and flowing from
all the saints. The church is not an organization, it is not
a program, it is not entertainment, it is not a special
personality. The churchis Christ! The church should be
in the enjoyment of a Person, so that what people are
impressed with is a living Christ expressed in His living
Body! Praise the Lord! “Unto Him be glory in the
church” because Christ is life to His members (Eph.
3:21)! That is all the church is — just Christ!

V. By Organic Oneness with Christ
A. An Organic, Life Oneness

To understandowthe church is Christ according to
the definition in 1 Corinthians 12:12, itis necessary to see
how the church is organically one with Christ. This
organic oneness s clearly revealed in the Lord’s prayer in
John 17. Inverse 21 He prayed, “That they all may be one,
as You, Father, are in Me, and | in You; that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent
Me.” Here the Lord is praying for the oneness of all the
disciples who would believe on Him through the apostles’
word (John 17:20). In His prayer to the Father He
specifies the nature of the believers’ oneness — “That
they also may bene in Us’ or “That they also may ba
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Us.” (The latter translation is according to some of the
oldest Greek manuscripts.)

In verse 22 the Lord continues praying, “And the
glory which You gave Me | have given thethat they
may be one just as We are dn&his part of the prayer
again specifies the nature of the believers’ oneness — it
isaonenessthatis directly related to the oneness between
the Father and the Son.

Furthermore, in verse 23 He utters exahtiyvwe
are one: “linthem, and Youin Me; thatthey may be made
perfect [into] one, and that the world may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved
Me.” In other words, to be “one justas We are one” means
in reality, “l inthem, and You in Me.” This is how we are
one — one in the oneness of the Father and the Son! This
oneness is the Son Himself indwelling us (“ in them?”),
and thereby bringing in His oneness with the Father
(*You in Me”). Thisis an organic, life oneness. ltis this
oneness entering into us as the gift of eternal life (John
17:2-3) that causes us to be made perfect into one.
According to the Greek text, the word “perfect” in John
17:23is a perfect passive participle and may be translated
more literally, “that they may be in a state of perfection.”
Indeed, in hi€xpanded Translatioonf the New Testa-
ment, Kenneth Wuest translates John 17:23 as, “l in them
and you in me, in order that they, having been brought to
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the state of completeness with respect to oneness, may
persist in that state of completeness.” In other words,
when eternal life enters into us in the Person of the Son of
God, a perfect state of oneness enters into us. Itis simply
the “linthem, and You in Me” that creates and establishes
the oneness of believers with Christ, the Head, and all the
members of His Body. It is being grafted into an organic
oneness (John 15:4-5). In thisway the churchis Christ —
by an organic life-union with the Head, who is supplying
every part of Himself with His life (Eph. 5:28-30).

Brothers and sisters, our oneness is His oneness!
The churchis Christ! Itis nota made-up oneness. We are
not excited over a movement for oneness that says, let us
all be one! Nor are we believers attempting to create
oneness through conferences and revivals. Thisis notthe
oneness in the New Testament. Oneness is not the
cooperation of denominations; nor is it interdenomina-
tionalism. Oneness is the corporate Christ made up of all
His redeemed. We are already one! We are one because
He dwells in us!

We have the oneness of the Father and the Son
installed into our spirit, and the best that we could do is
wake up one morning arseget and say, “O God, O God,

I’m one with the brothers, I'm one with all the saints, I'm
one with my wife.” Allwe can do is see the oneness. We
can't create it. We can’t produce it. We can’t arrange it.
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The Lord prayed that we would be one, and we must ask,
how could this be? By negotiation? By doctrinal inves-
tigation? “What doctrine do you believe? In which way
do you believe in the Lord’s second coming? Do you
speakintongues?” Should we try to be one thisway? No!
The Lord says, “That they all may be one, as You, Father,
are in Me, and | in You; that they also may be one in Us.”

When we see all the verses in John 17 together, it
is as though the Son was saying, “What | am going to
do, Father, is bring them into Us. | am shepherding
them from eternity pastin the eternal covenant. | have
marked them out. They are the objects of My grace
from eternity past. | will pick them up out of the mud,
redeem them, get inside of them, and make them
members of Me. Now | am going to bring them with
Me as My members into Us.” Amen! Hallelujah! Oh,
brothers and sisters, we're in Him — He has made us
part of Himself in an organic union.

We are now enjoying the same flow of love that
circulates between the Father and the Son and the Son
and the Father (John 17:23, 26). We were putrightinto
that flow of liquid love — He’s not loving me sepa-
rately from the Son. I'm an organic part of His Son.
I’'m the object of the same love that the Son is receiving
from the Father. The love of God is poured out in our
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hearts (Rom. 5:5). It's not worked-up love. It's not
manufactured love. It's love that is released from our
spirit. It's love that is dug out from the well within
(John 4:14). Our part is to enjoy and drink deeply at
this fountain. We are in the Son. We are members of
Christ. This shows us the organic nature of our one-
ness. It's an organic, life oneness that constitutes the
church as Christ.

B. The Oneness of the Spirit

“The unity [oneness] of the Spirit” that Paul speaks
of in Ephesians 4:3 is still another way of describing how
the church is Christ. The experiential reality of the Lord
is the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17-18; John 14:16-18). In order for
the Lord to be the organic Head of His Body, the church,
He became a life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45b). The Lord
is not a detached Head, nor a figurehead; neither is He
merely an order-giving Head. He is a life-giving Head,
supplying life, as the Spirit, to all His members. Indeed,
1 Corinthians 6:17 says, “But he who is joined to the Lord
is one spirit with Him.” To be one spirit with the Lord is
to merge with the oneness of the Spirit, thereby causing
His life to become our life (Col. 3:3-4). When His life is
our life, then the church can be nothing else but Christ
Himself lived out and expressed.
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Christ as the inner reality of the church is just the
oneness of the Father and the Son flowing into us and
shared between us. Thusir onenesss not a oneness
that is distinct or separate frofrheir oneness Our
oneness i$heironeness. The oneness of the Triune God
has entered into us and is now settled in us. Our part is
simply to recognize this oneness and keep it between us.
We are sharing and participating in Their oneness! That
iswhy Paul can only say to the believers in Ephesians 4:3,
“Endeavoring [being diligent] tkeephe unity [oneness]
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Just keep it! To keep
it means that we already have it resident within us.

Brothers and sisters, have you recognized the one-
ness of the Spirit in your relationships? Have you seen
thatTheir(the Father and Son’s) onenesgigroneness
in your marriage life? Are your children being raised in
an atmosphere where the oneness of the Spigtsg-
nized in day-to-day living? What about our
relationships as brothers and sisters in the church life?
Do we see that our relationships are not in the natural
realm? Have we seen that our relationships are in a
transcendent realm? When we see that the church is
Christ embodying the oneness of the Spirit, then be-
tween us the governing principle in all of our
interactions and dealings is “the peace of Christ”
ruling and arbitrating in our hearts (Col. 3:15, NASV).
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For example, when | am tempted to remain in my
disagreeable disposition with my wife, | now have a
new kind of realization: | am not merely having a
disagreement with her; | am interacting with God
Himself between us. Are you going to be mad at your
spouse for a few hours? Do you realize that you are
touching a member of ChristApparently the dis-
agreement is over some problem that has arisen, but
actuallythe real issue is the oneness of the Spirit being
worked out between us.

Thus, the most important thing is not to solve a
problem, but to “keep the oneness of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.” Let the peace of Christ arbitrate and
make the decision in your heart. Taking care of the
peace is the practical way to keep the oneness of the
Spirit. Indeed, the oneness of the Spiritis found in the
peace. When the peace of Christ controls our relation-
ships, Christ is practically the Head over all things to
the church. The church is Christ when the peace of
Christ rules. And this peace is simply the oneness of
the Spirit expressed in the Body of Christ as we are
filled with the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

33






2 » The Secret of Christ
Being Everything to Us

To understand how the church could be Christ, it is
important to see th&hrist is our relationship with
everything When the apostle Paul said in Galatians 2:20,
“It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me,” he
opened up a profound revelation concerning our life —
Christ is now our relationship with all things. If Christ
now lives in me, with the “I” crucified and no longer in the
picture, then | do not have a separate, independent rela-
tionship with God. My relationship with God is Christ!
In fact, one of the most refreshing things to my spirit is for
me to declare that | do not have a relationship with God.
“Bill Freeman does not have arelationship with God. My
relationship with God isesus Chridt

God has established one unique relationship with
Himself, and that relationship is with Hsly begotten
Son (John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18). FirstJohn 4:9 says, “In this
the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has
sentHis onlybegotten Son into the world, that we might
live through Him.” To identify the Son as tloaly
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begottermeans that God has only one relationship with
one Person. Then to directly relate the only begotten Son
to us by saying, “that we might literoughHim,” reveals
thatHis relationshipwith the Father as the only begotten
Son has now beconmir relationship

Jesusis both the Son of God and the Son of Man. As
the Son of God, He is the One who has the relationship
with God. Asthe Son of Man, He is the One who has the
relationship with man.He is the representative man.
Indeed, only one Man has a proper and approved relation-
ship with God and man, and that is Jesus Christ. He
represents the meaning of man. For example, in Hebrews
2:6 the question is asked, “What is man?” The answer
comes in verse 9, “We see Jesus.” Thus, Jesus Christ is
the one Man that has the one unique relationship with
God.

God established a relationship with His Son, and
then He took that relationship and put it into our heart.
Hallelujah! Now, Christ ismy relationshipwith the
Father. This is the meaning of John 14:6 where Jesus
revealed that He is the way, the truth, and the life, and that
no onecan come to the Father except through Him. In
otherwords, He is the One who exclusively has a relation-
ship with the Father. Christ being my relationship with
the Father is also the meaning of Galatians 4:6 where the
Spirit of His Sonis sent forth intoour hearts crying,
“Abba Father!”
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Based upon these facts, we need to reevaluate the
source of our relationship with God. Is Christ the source
of our relationship with God? Or, are we the source?
Instead of considering hoaur relationship with God is
and how wellveare doing, we need to consider how His
relationship with God is, and how well He is doing. To
look atour feelings,our condition,our day,our history,
orourprospects for the future is to be in the wrong realm.
As long as we remain in the realmair selfandour
relationshipwith God, we will invariably fall into the pit
of discouragement and condemnation. Our relationship
with God is not in the realm of ourselves. Our relation-
ship with God is Jesus Christ. Praise the Lord!

A. The Address of Christ in Us

Many Christians may know objectively the truth
concerning identification with Christ, but they may not
know subjectively His location within their being. To
experience Christ as our relationship with everything,
one of the most crucial things to know is that He lives in
our spirit. Man’s regenerated spiritis the address of Jesus
Christ. In 2 Timothy 4:22 the apostle Paul says, “The
Lord Jesus Christ be wittour spirit” This identifies the
place where Christ actually lives in us.

We need to understand that our spirit is as much a
part of our constitution as our other faculties are. For

37



The Church Is Christ

example, our mouth isur mouth, and our eyes ao@ir

eyes, and our hands arar hands. | can close my mouth
and | can open my mouth. | can close my eyes and | can
openmy eyes. | can squeeze my hands and | can open my
hands. | can do all these things with my mouth, eyes, and
hands because they angmembers. In other words, we
have the ability to do whatever we desire with our own
faculties. In the same way, we have control over our own
spirit that God has formed in us (1 Cor. 14:32; Zech.
12:1).

Have you ever observed how many personal pro-
nouns there are in the New Testament related to the
human spirit? “The Spirit Himself bears witness ettin
spirit” (Rom. 8:16). “For they refreshedy spirit and
yours (1 Cor. 16:18). “And we rejoiced exceedingly
more for the joy of Titus, becauses spirit has been
refreshed by you all’ (2 Cor. 7:13). “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be wityour spirit” (Gal. 6:18). All
these verses refer to the deepest part of our being that is
joined to the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17). ltis this part that is the
source of Christ being our relationship with everything.
Without living and walking according to spirit, it is
impossible for Christ to be everything to us (Rom. 8:3-4).

The diagram at the top of page 39 illustrates that
man is a tripartite (three-part) being, possessing a spirit,
a soul, and a body (1 Thess. 5:23). Man’s spirit is the
address or dwelling place of Christ (2 Tim. 4:22).
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Man’s
Tripartite
Being

Christ
lives here

When Christ comes into us, He comes as the Spirit
(John 14:17-18; 2 Cor. 3:17) into a specific place in our
being called spirit. John 3:6 says, “That which is born of
the Spiritis spirit.” This means thatwhatis born of the big
Spirit is little spirit. The capital-letter Spirit begets the
small-letter spirit. The divine Spirit begets the human
spirit. The Holy Spirit begets the spirit of man. The
following diagram illustrates the joining and mingling of
the two spirits (1 Cor. 6:17):

he irit of God
Mlnglgd irit of man
Spirit

The secret of Christ becoming everything to us is
found in thismingled spirit, wherghe two spirits have
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become one (1 Cor. 6:17). Though they are one, the
integrity and distinction between the Spirit of God and the
spirit of man is still preserved (Rom. 8:16). Our wonder-
ful Christ, who is our relationship with everything, is
dwelling in our spirit. Thus, when we realize that exer-
cising our spiritis as simple as squeezing our hand, it will
revolutionize our daily life. Our spirit is a part of us, and
like the other parts of us, it is subject to us. Because our
spiritis subject to us, we can enjoy Christ anytime, in any
place, and under any condition. Hallelujah!

When we know the address of Christ in us and learn
to abide with Him in that place (John 15:4-5), we can
consistently experience the unsearchable riches of Christ
in our daily life. There is no need to wait for a “mountain-
top” experience. Years ago when | went to retreats, |
would alwaydeelclose to God in the atmosphere of the
mountains and big trees. Then a few days later, after
returning home, | wondered what happened to those
feelings. | tried to imagine how | might recapture that
mountain-top atmosphere in order to be close to the Lord.
But one day | discovered the address of Christ in me. |
saw from the Word that Christ was dwelling in my spirit;
and from that time forth, | began to experience Christ in
a way that | had never known was possible. Praise the
Lord!
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B. The Church Is Christ in the Two Spirits

After discovering that Christ as the Spirit is joined
to our spirit, let us see how the church is Christin relation
to our experience of these two spirits. In the New
Testament there are two sister verses that show us this. In
Romans 8:15 we séa spirit of sonship” (lit.), and in
Galatians 4:6 we sé#he Spirit of His Son.” To under-
stand these two spirits, we need to carefully consider both
verses. Romans 8:15 says, “For you have not received a
spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of [sonship] by whiare cryout, “Abba,
Father.” And Galatians 4:6 says, “And because you are
sons, God has sent forth the Spirit-bé Soninto your
hearts,crying out Abba, Father!” When we compare
these two verses we have to ask, who is doing the crying?
Inthe Galatians verske Sons crying, butinthe Romans
verseweare doing the crying. The reason for the apparent
contradiction is simply that the two spirits are mingled
into one. From one angle it is the Son crying; from
another angle itis our crying. These are not two separate
cryings. It is only one crying due to the mingling and
oneness of the two spirits. The Son’s crying is mingled
with our crying, and His crying does not happen apart
from our crying.

When we ask how the church is Christ, the answer
is — the mingled spirit! Christ lives in us and moves
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through us as we give Him the track of our spirit. For
example, our praying is His praying (Rom. 8:26-27, 34),
our preachingis His preaching (2 Cor. 5:20), our witness-
ing is His witnessing (Matt. 10:19-20), our love is His
love (1 John 4:12), our experiences are His experiences (2
Cor. 4:10-11). Christisallandin alll! Amen! This s the
church. Itis Christ!

In Romans 8:16 we see the dynamic that takes place
in the mingled spirit. When in verse 15 we cry vath
spirit of sonship, “Abba, Father,” then in verse 16, “The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God.” Let me ask a simple question that will
help to make this clear. According to Romans 8:15-16,
what did our spiritdo in verse 15 that causes the Spirit
Himself to witness with our spirit in verse 16? In other
words, what is the factor that causes the Spirit of God to
respond? The answer is revealed in verse 15 — it is our
crying, “Abba, Father,” that causes the Spirit of God to
respond and testify in us.

In our religious mentality, we usually read Romans
8:15-16 the opposite way. Our thought is that the Holy
Spirittakes the initiative and does the crying, and then our
spirit bears witness with His Spirit. In other words, our
spirit witnesses with His Spirit. But according to the
verse, it is just the opposite — the Spirit Himself wit-
nesses with our spirit. To cry “Abba, Father,” is to take
the initiative to exercise Christ within us.
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Based upon this principle of the mingling of the two
spirits, the church is Christ. For example, when we come
to the meetings of the church, we come exercising our
spirit with Christ. When we do this, the meetings are
brought into the realm of the reality of Christ. We don’t
wait for an inspiration or for someone to make the
meeting happen. The meeting is not a spectator event like
entertainment or sports. Noristhe meeting animpersonal
program being carried out. No. The meeting is the
mingling of the two spirits crying, “Abba, Father.” This
mingling, through the exercise of our spirit, releases the
meeting to be Christ. When we pray, fellowship, speak,
sing, and open up to each other as members of the Body
of Christ, the Spirit Himself withnesses within us and is
full of joy and happiness. The churchis truly Christinthe
mingling of the two spirits.

C. The Church Is Christ as We Are Filled in Spirit

Since Christ Himself dwells in our spirit, the secret
of experiencing Him is to use our spirit. Thus, the apostle
Paul exhorts the saints to be filled in spirit in order that
they would experience the shining of Christ on them. In
Ephesians 5:14 he says, “For this reason it says, ‘Awake,
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you” (NASV). Thenin Ephesians 5:18 Paul revédeds
Christ will shine on them: “And do not get drunk with
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wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled [in spirit]”
(NASV). The verb “filled” is in the present tense in
Greek, stressing a continuous kind of experience. It is
also in the passive voice, indicating that something is
causing the filling. And finally, it is in the imperative
mood, which means it is a command. However, the
command Paul gives here seems to be outside the reach
of our experience. According to our thought, to be “filled

in spirit” requires inspiration, a special feeling, or excited
emotions. But Paul does not mention these things as the
means to be filled in spirit. What then is the means or
cause of the filling?

To find the cause of being filled in spirit, we do not
need to look far. There are at least five participles in the
succeeding verses that are grammatically connected to
thisverb. The word “participle” itself reveals its function
in a sentence — participatesin the action of the verb.
Thus, when Paul said, “Be filled in spirit,” his thought
was linked to the five participles that followed in verses
19 to 21. The first participle speakingthe second is
singing the third ispsalmingor making melodythe
fourth isgiving thanksand the fifth isubmittingto one
another. All five of these participles participate in the
action of the verb, “befilled.” They express simultaneous
action with the verb. They also are the means for being
a person continuously filled in spirit and shining with
Christ. To experience Christ shining upon us so that He
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is everything to us, we need to be filled in spirit by
speaking, singing, psalming, giving thanks, and submit-
ting to one another.

Brothers and sisters, our spirit is joined to the Lord.
This means His life, His love, His praise, His overcom-
ing, and His victory are all resident within us. We all have
the same Christ. No one is excluded. None belong to a
special class of people. We all have the same potential.
If you have Christ and | have Christ, we can all shout,
“Hallelujah!” We can experience Him as our relationship
with everything as we simply allow Him to fill us up by
speaking, singing, psalming, giving thanks, and being
subject to one another. This is how we are filled in spirit
and this is how Christ shines upon us.

When we take the initiative with our spitat speak
His name and testify of our experience of Him, to sing His
praisesto psalmby plucking the guitar or playing the
piano to the Lordfo give thanksn all things, ando
submitto each other, we cooperate with the Christ who is
already installed in us. We do not need a re-installation
of Christ in us. For example, this building has been
installed with an electrical system. Atone pointthere was
a once-and-for-all installation in the building. Now there
is no need to go through the procedure of installation
again. Whatis needed is simply to turn on the switch. Just
turn the switch on and the light shines. In the same way,
we switch on Christ in our lives by our speaking and
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singing. Our exercised spirit and our speaking mouth is
the key to letting Christ shine upon us and become
everything to us.

D. Our Spirit and Our Mouth

The apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:13 shows us the
importance of our spiritand mouth in experiencing Christ
in the midst of our environments. He says, “But since we
have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written,
‘| believed, and therefore | spoke,” we also believe and
therefore speak.” This verse is Paul’s quotation of David
in Psalm 116:10. In Psalm 116 David describes his
afflictions and trials, and then speaks of how he called
upon the name of the Lord in the midst of them. When
Paul says, “We havéhe samespirit of faith,” he is
identifying himself with David — both with David’s
trials, as well as with how he handled his trials. David’s
way and Paul's way of passing through trials was to
release their spirit of faith by speaking.

To understand the spiritual law of opening our
mouth to draw from our spirit of faith is the key to
experiencing Christ in a practical way. It is in this way
that Christ can become our relationship to everything. It
is also in this way that the church is Christ in its expres-
sion. For example, in the middle of my feelings of
bitterness and hurt — when | can feel them wanting to
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take me over, when the feelings are turning into anger,
when my reasonings begin to fuel my feelings and | am
about to give vent to them in words and deeds — at that
moment | can exercise my spirit by opening my mouth
and saying, “Lord Jesus!” When | call His name, He
operates within my spirit to change me. Thus, He
becomes my relationship with others. And this is how the
church is Christ.

Whenyou say, “Lord Jesus,” from your spirit, at that
pointyou are walking in the Spiritand not carrying outthe
lusts of the flesh (Gal. 5:15-16). For example, the desires
of the flesh in the form of vengeance start to well up
within you. These desires of the flesh want to be angry or
lustful, or to turn inward with morbid introspection. The
flesh has many facets to it. It can be angry one minute,
lustful the next, and then turn into a deep depression.
Although we may have these feelings of the flesh, we can
interrupt them by walking in the Spirit and not carrying
them out.

For many years | didn’t know how to practically
interrupt my flesh and walk in the Spirit. 1 just didn’t
know how to apply Christ at the times | needed Him the
most. For example, | used to have problems with my
mind in relation to things in the past. The thoughts were
so awful that they would plague and torment me. The
only thing I knew to do in my early Christian life to handle
those thoughts was drive down the freeway for miles. |
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would just drive my car, hoping to shake the thoughts out
of my head. | didn’t realize at that time the secret of
exercising my spirit by using my mouth — that this was
the way to walk in the Spirit and let Christ be my
relationship with my thoughts.

However, one day on an old dirty, dusty road in an
avocado orchard, | discovered my spirit by using my
mouth. | was going through a hard time, and | just started
walking back and forth, calling on the name of the Lord.
Even though | knew the teaching and theology of the
human spirit — | knew about it all — I didn’t know how
to make itreal in my experience. Butthatday | just started
thanking God out loud for my regenerated, born-again
spirit. | started actually opening my mouth, thanking the
Lord, exercising my spirit, calling on His name. By doing
this, lwas in my spiritenjoying Christ. I really discovered
the Lord, not by mere knowledge about Him, but by
actually contacting Him. Praise the Lord!

We not only see that God’s Son is in us and that He
is now our relationship with the Father, but we also have
discovered the secret of allowing Christ to be everything
to us. By exercising our mingled spirit we can be filled
up with His life. Knowing that His address is our spirit
makes it possible for us to experience Him at all times.
Could anything be more encouraging? Itis by living out
this secret that the church is in the reality of expressing
Christ.
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3 » Christ —
Our Relationship with Everything

part from Christ we cannot do anything, and neither
o]

we have a relationship with anything (John 15:5).
For the church to be Christ in reality this must be our
controlling vision. According to John 14:6, itisough
Christ that we come to the Father. We are not coming to
the Father on our own, merely using the name of Christin
a formal way. Galatians 4:6 describes John 14:6 more
precisely by showing that God has sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into our hearts crying, “Abba, Father.” We are
coming with the Son Himself in our hearts crying, “Abba,
Father.” Our crying, “Abba, Fathei$ Christ in us
crying, “Abba.” He says, “Abba” in our “Abba” (cf. Gal.
4:6 and Rom. 8:15). In other words, we are actually
participating in His relationship with the Father.

As my relationship with the Father, Christ is my
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor.
1:30). Thus, I am not shrinking back in coming to God,;
neither am | a condemned person. Farbeit! There is now
no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom.
8:1). am coming to the FathaHim, throughHim, and
with Him. If Christ can be condemned, then | can. But
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since He is outside the reach of condemnation, so am |I.
Hallelujah!

The illustration has been given of a soldier keeping
himself in a tank and not lifting the lid to stick his head
out. Itisdangerous for himto raise his head out of the tank
to look around. To do so is to risk becoming a target of
the enemy. It is safer to keep the lid shut and remain in
the tank. Inthe same way we need to stay in Christ, abide
in Christ, and let Him be our relationship with God, not
lifting ourselves up to look around at our condition. If you
lift your head up and look at yourself with your subjective
feelings and thoughts, you will become the target of the
darts of Satan. Brothers and sisters, we just need to rest
and remain in Christ. There is no need to defend our
relationship with God when our relationship with God is
Christ (Rom. 8:31-39). The diagram below will help us
to see, both visually apg, sgripturally, how our relation-
ship with all things is Gfiti&t.Himself.

(2 Cor. 5:15-17;
Phil. 1:8) (Rom. 6:8-11)
the Saints Sin

Christ

the Law o,ur . |—» sSeil
(Gal. 2:19-20) Relationship (2 Cor. 5:15;
With Rom. 14:7-8)

Sa

the Flesh
(Gal. 5:24-25)

the Devil
(Col. 2:14-15)

Condemnation the World
(Rom. 8:1, 31-39) (Gal. 6:14)
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Christ is our relationship withall things — both
positive and negative. As we have seen, on the positive
side, Christis our relationship with the Father. He is also
our relationship with all the saints, the members of His
Body. On the negative side, Christ is our relationship
with sin, the self, the flesh, the world, condemnation, the
devil, and the law. Praise the Lord! Thus, we must ask
ourselves, how are we related to sin? How are we related
toourflesh? How are we related to the world? Oftentimes,
we have tried to live the Christian life with ourselves as
the source. But we must see that we have no life in
ourselves apart from Christ (John 6:53). Our life is
wholly wrapped up with Him. Our true life has been
hidden with Christ in God. “Christ who is our life” in
Colossians 3:4 means that we died tarskim. We died
to the fleshn Him. We died to the worlth Him. We
defeated the devith Him. And we died to the laim Him.
Praise the Lord!

Our relationship with all these realms is Christ.
Even in our encounters with sins, we need to be a person
who reacts exclusively with the blood of Jesus (Heb.
10:17-19). Concerning sin, we need to interact with what
happened on the cross. Christ died to sin, and in Him we
reckon ourselves to be dead indeed to sin. We are alive
to Godin Him (Rom. 6:8-11). When we are oriented to
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these facts, our partaking of Christ and our participation
in Him become so rich and full. He supplies to us the
victory. The victory over sin and death is just Himself.

We do not strive to win the victory. We receive and

participate in His victory! Hallelujah!

Brothers and sisters, we are all on the same level, so
we can all echo the familiar song, “Just as | am, without
one plea, but that Thy blood was shed forme ... O Lamb
of God, | come, | come.” This is exactly how we should
relate to the Lord, always coming to Hwere we are
If you are thinking that you have to do it, or that you have
to repair yourself, or that you have to reach a point where
you are stronger in yourself to be accepted by God, then
you have it all wrong. There is nothing in ourselves that
can stand before God (Rom. 7:18). In fact, if we would
seek to clean ourselves up on our own, and come to Him
with some merit in ourselves, His analysis would be that
all our righteousnesses are nothing but filthy rags (Isa.
64:6). God only accepts one Person —atlily begotten
Son Amen!

When Christ is revealed in me (Gal. 1:15), | have a
new relationship with everything. 1 no longer come from
the source of myself. 1 am no longer the savior of my life.
Christ Himself is my Savior. | no longer interact with
matters and things apart from Him, as though I am on my
own. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 that as a man in
Christ, I am in the realm of the new creation, whate
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things are [out] of God.”The new creation means Christ
is the center and spring of my life, and because of this |
now have a new relationship with all things.

A. Christ — Our Relationship with the Father

To understand our relationship with the Father, we
must understand the relationship that exists between the
Father and the Son. In Matthew 11:27, the Lord Jesus
unveiled that relationship by saying, “All things have
been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father
except the Son, and he to whom the Son wills to reveal
Him.” From this verse we see two crucial things about the
relationship between the Father and the Son. First, the
Father and Son’s relationship is mutually exclusive. That
means no one in this universe knows Their relationship
except the Father and the Son. Second, the Father and
Son'’s relationship can be revealed to us. That is, Their
relationship can be known as the Son makes it known to
whomever He wills. Thus, God has only one relationship
— the relationship with His Son. The Father has no other
relationship in this universe.

What is important to see in understanding our rela-
tionship with God is that we do not have a separate
relationship apart from the Father and Son’s own rela-
tionship. God is not establishing new relationships with
others. He has established one relationship with His Son,
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and then He gives that relationship away as a gift. This
is the meaning of the gift of eternal life in the New
Testament. Eternal life is receiving the Son of God into
us and participating in His relationship with the Father.
John 17:3 says, “And this is eternal liteat they may
know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent Also, 1 John 5:20 says, “And we know that
the Son of God has come and has given us an understand-
ing,that we may know Himho is true; andie are in Him

who is truein His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God
and eternal life.”

When we receive eternal life we receive the Father
and Son’s very own relationship. Hallelujah! Now Christ
Himself is my relationship with the Father. You and | do
not have a different relationship with God besides the one
Christ has with the Father. This is why after the Lord
revealed the one unique relationship in the universe
between Himself and the Father in Matthew 11:27, He
immediately said in verse 28, “Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.” This
means there is no longer any need to labor and struggle in
our souls, trying to establish our own relationship with
God (Rom. 10:3-4). We only need to come to Jesus and
learn from Him. When we do, we become one with Him
and discover thabur relationship with the Father is
actually His relationship. We are merging with His
relationship with the Father, and this brings rest to our
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souls (Matt. 11:28-30).

Based upon redemption, God can now give away
His relationship with His Son. Galatians 4:4-6 sdys,
“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the latg,
redeemthose who were under the lathat we might
receive the [sonship]® And because you are sons, God
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying
out, “Abba, Father!” To receive the sonship is to receive
the rights, privileges, and relationships of the Son of God.
Oh, brothers and sisters, our God took His relationship
with His Son and put it rightinto our hearts! Amen! Now
we do not have a separate fellowship with the Father.
Indeed, we have been caliatb the one unique fellow-
ship of His Son, Jesus Christour Lord (1 Cor. 1:9). “Truly
our fellowship is witlihe Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ” (1 John 1:3b).

This relationship and fellowship means that we are
not standing with our own righteousness, but with His
alone (1 Cor. 1:30). Neither are we dependent upon our
condition or status as the basis of our relationship with
God. We are not trusting in anything related to ourselves
(Phil. 3:7-9). We are nothing and have nothing. Whenwe
wake up in the morning we need notinspedattelation-
ship with God”; rather we say, “Lord Jesus, how are You
doing today? How is Your relationship with the Father?”
Never again do we need to doubt our relationship with
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God, since our relationship with God is Christ (Rom.
8:38-39).

The uniqueness of the Lord’s relationship with the
Father is emphasized in John 14:6: “Jesus said to him, |
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes [“is
coming” — present tense] to the Father except through
Me.” When He says, “no one,” it means categoriaatly
one (Rom. 3:10-12). No one is coming to the Father
except through Him. When He said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life,” He was, in effect, saying, “I am your
constant relationship with the Father.” How could we
ever sink to puny, morbid introspection again? This kind
of inner subjective activity is useless! It is wasted time
and energy. My relationship with the Father is Jesus
Christmy Lord. He doesn’t change. Every morning | can
wake up and open myself to God with a released spirit,
knowing that my joy, my love, my relationship with the
Father is absolutely wonderful. Hallelujah! Oh, what a
Christ | have!

B. Christ — Our Relationship with Sin

To speak of Christ as our relationship with sin does
not sound so positive, yet the New Testament reveals that
Christ’s relationship with sin has become my relation-
ship. Christis my relationship with sin. God dealt with
sin in Christ. Then He put us in Christ, so that now our
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relationship with sinis to be found in Christ. Romans 6:8-
11 clearly shows usow Christ is our relationship with
sin: & “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with Him$ knowing that Christ, having
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer
has dominion over Him° For the death that He died, He
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives
to God. * Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be
dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Verse 11 says that we are “alive to God in Christ
Jesus.” Thisis a most astounding fact. | can declare with
boldness by the Word of God that | am alive and living to
God in Christ Jesus. This truth renews my mind regard-
ing howl am alive to God! This is truth that sets us free!

On the positive side, we are alive to God in Christ
Jesus; on the negative side, we are dead to sin. Since
Christ died to sin once for all, His death to sin has now
become my relationship to sin. There is no way to have
a victorious relationship toward sin apart from Christ’s
relationship with it. Sin is a powerful force dwelling in
our flesh (Rom. 7:14-24). To attempt in ourselves to
overcome this indwelling sin is to end up in the same
condition the apostle Paul experienced at the end of
Romans chapter 7 — defeated and wretched.

In Christ’s crucifixion, He died to sin once for all.
Now in resurrection He lives to God in another realm. In
the same way, we died to sin in His death (Rom. 6:6), and
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now, in Him we also live to God in another realm. Our

history, our life, and our existence are all bound up with
Him. Thus, our relationship to sin is the same as His
relationship to sin; that is, it is in the realm of life. He is

living to God and we also are living to God in Him.

To be dead to sin implies that we are living in
another realm. Just like a dead person is dead in the
physical realm but alive in the after-life (Luke 16:19-31),
sowe also are dead to the realm of sin because we are alive
in the realm of the Spirit and life. According to Romans
8:2, “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made
me free from the law of sin and death.” One realm frees
us from another realm. Thus, being dead to sin has
nothing to do with our impotent efforts and struggles;
rather it is a question of what realm we are in.

When we see Christ as all in all, He then becomes
not only our relationship with all things, but He also
becomes the new realm we live in. Indeed, the way we
experience death to sin is not by trying to be dead to it in
ourselves. It is by staying in the realm of resurrection.
The realm of resurrectionis the realm of the Spirit and life
(1 Cor. 15:45Db). In this realm we are automatically freed
from sin. That is, the power of sin is broken in our lives
by what one servant of the Lord has called “the expulsive
power of a new affection.” This new affection is in the
realm of the Spirit. Itis the love of God poured out in my
heart by the Holy Spirit that enables me to put to death the
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practices of my body (Rom. 5:5; 8:13).

Dealing with sin is not to be achieved in a process of
trying to overcome it. Rather, itis drawing from the life-
power of Christ in the realm of resurrection. Instead of
interacting with sin as though it were my responsibility to
overcome it in myself, | interact with Christ -my
relationship with sin.In thatrelationship, sin is a dead
thing to me. Because | can exercise my spingrel am
alive to God in Christ, | come under the expulsive power
of a new affection for God and the things of God (Rom.
8:5-6). Itisthat affection thatimmobilizes the force of sin
inmy life. Inthe realm of the spirit, indwelling sin forever
remains a dead thing to me, because | died anemyne
is now hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3-4).

In Romans 6:11 Paul saysrexkonourselves to be
“dead indeed to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” The
Greek term for “reckon” 4ogizomai is a mathematical
term and simply means 2 + 2 =4. This equation is reliable
and can be counted on every time we use our calculator
to do some addition. Paul wanted to convey that Christ as
our relationship with sin is just as reliable. He meant that
we could rely upon Christ as our relationship with sin just
as we rely upon the facts of mathematics. For example,
when you wake up in the morning and it's stormy weather
outside and the electrical power has gone out, it does not
change the fact that 2 + 2 = 4. Whether itis good weather
or bad weather — any kind of weather — two plus two
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will always equal four.

In the realm of the Spirit, to reckon means to trust
and rely upon what exists in that realm. What exists
there? Victory over sin in Christ Jesus! No wonder Paul
broke forth in Romans 7:25 and declared, “Thanks be to
GodthroughJesus Christ our Lord!” (NASV). At that
moment he saw Christ as his relationship with sin. Sin
could no longer intimidate him. He was freed from the
torment of sin, because he saw his new relationship with
sin in the Person of Christ. Instead of being in the mode
of being miserable and wretched, he started operating in
the mode of thanksgiving. When we experience Christin
this way — as our relationship to sin — the church will
become increasingly a life-giving expression of Him.

C. Christ — Our Relationship with the Flesh

In John 3:6 the Lord Jesus said, “That whidiom
of the flesh is flesh, and that whichogrn of the Spirit is
spirit.” By using the Greek perfect tense (a present/
permanent state) for the word “born,” He conveyed two
important principles: first, the realm of the flesh never
changes; second, the realm of the spirit never changes.
These two realms are separate from each other, are
mutually exclusive, and, in fact, oppose each other (Gal.
5:17).

When we receive Jesus Christ into our lives, we
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need to realize that our flesh does not change at that time.
Neither will it change in the future. Itis our spirit that is
born again. Our dead spiritis begotten of the divine Spirit
and comes alive (Eph. 2:1; Rom. 8:10). Indeed, our
newly-born, mingled spirit becomes the source from
which we live as believers. Itisinto our regenerated spirit
that Christ comes to dwell. From this place He Himself
becomes our relationship with the flesh. Thus, our rela-
tionship with the flesh is Jesus Chiast Helives in our
spirit andas wewalk according to spirit (Rom. 8:3-4).

There are many aspects to the flesh —the lusts of the
flesh (Gal. 5:16), the will of the flesh (John 1:13), the
mind of the flesh (Rom. 8:6-7), and the works of the flesh
(Gal. 5:19), to name a few. The flesh has feelings and
reactions, as well as deeds; and many times we are subject
to these things. Thus, we bear a close relationship with
the flesh.

Concerning his own flesh, Paul had to admit, “For |
know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good
dwells” (Rom. 7:18). Then, in Colossians he warns the
believers thatifthey relate to the evil flesh with areligious
flesh they will encounter certain defeat (Col. 2:18-23).
How then can we be related to our flesh, if flesh cannot
overcome flesh? The answer to that question is found in
Galatians 5:24-25:% “And those who are [of Christ
Jesus] have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires.® If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
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Spirit.” The phrase uttered by Paul, “thasbo are of
Christ Jesus,” tells ushowwe are to be related to the
flesh. Itis those who simply belong to Christ Jesus, who
are one with Him in spirit, that have crucified the flesh.
Are you one who is of Christ Jesus? This means you do
not have a separate life from Him. You are wholly
identified with Him. You do not have a separate relation-
ship with the flesh in your flesh. You a£Christ Jesus
and as such, yoawn His relationship with the flesh.
Hallelujah! His relationship with the flesh is not a long,
drawn-out battle with it; rather itis a one-time crucifixion
to it. The word “crucified” in Galatians 5:24 is in the
aorist tense in Greek, indicating a blow was dealt to the
flesh inthe past thatis decisive, complete, and final. That
blow was dealt to the flesh on the cross of Calvary two
thousand years ago.

How we are related to the flesh is wrapped up in the
answer to one guestion Are we of Christ JesusThat
is all we need to answer. We don’'t need to examine
whether or not we have any potential. Neither do we need
arecord or string of victories that we can boastin. Nor do
we need to look at our condition to see whether or not we
feel like a crucified person. We just need to answer one
guestion — Are we of Christ Jesus? If so, then we have
crucified the flesh. Paul says it— If we are of Christ Jesus
thenwe havecrucified the flesh. This means that Christ
is our relationship with the flesh.

62



Christ — Our Relationship with Everything

In Galatians 5:24, the relationship with the flesh is
established as a factin Christ Jesus. Theninverse 25, the
application and experience of this fact is revealed by
Paul: “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit.” To “live in the Spirit” in this verse is equivalent
to being “of Christ Jesus” in the preceding verse. Thus,
Christin the realm of the Sping our relationship with the
flesh. Butfor this fact to become our experience over and
over again in our daily life, we need to walk in the Spirit.

The Greek word in Galatians 5:25 for “walk” is a
specific military word, rather than the more general word
for walk used in other places inthe New Testament. It has
the sense of “keeping in step with the Spirit.” This could
be likened to a group of soldiers marching down the
street, keeping in step with the cadence of the drummer.
Their steps are very deliberate and specific. Itisthe same
when we walk in the spirit; Christis in us, in our mingled
spirit. He has already dealt a blow to the flesh. Now we
must keep in step with Him whenever our flesh rises up
to be fulfilled. This means we take a deliberate and
specific step in spirit at the moment our flesh manifests
itself. When we keep in step with the Spirit, the Lord
Himself is our relationship with the reacting flesh. We
just say, “Amen, Lord, | love You!” Or, call out His
name, “Lord Jesus!” This is how we keep in step with the
Spirit, and execute the crucifixion over our flesh.

The main point in dealing with the flesh is not to
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interact with it. We do not dare to handle it on our own.
There is only One who is qualified to handle it, and He
was incarnated to do so. He became flesh (John 1:14) and
lived a victorious life in the flesh (Rom. 8:3). Now in
resurrection He has become a life-giving Spirit in our
spirit to supply to us His triumphant relationship with the
flesh. Now all we need to do is keep in step with the Spirit.
Pray alittle bit, call a little bit, shout to God a little bit, sing
a little bit. Just keep in step with the Spirit. For example,
you come to a meeting with the feelings and mood of the
flesh. Then during the meeting you start to walk in spirit.
You are just keeping in step with the Spirit, and automati-
cally in the realm of the Spirit you experience the
crucifixion of the flesh. Hallelujah! This is our experi-
ence.

If, as an excuse, you say to me, “I can’tovercome my
flesh. I have already tried over and over again and failed.”
| will respond by saying, “That’s right! Of course you
can't!” If you and | have a relationship with the flesh
based upon ourselves, we are through. Oh, brothers and
sisters, let us come back to Christ — to see Him as our
relationship with the flesh and then just keep in step with
the Spirit. Thisis how the churchis Christ. Itis by agroup
of people enjoying Christ as their relationship with every-
thing, including the flesh. When you, as a member of the
Body, experience Christ as your relationship to sin and
the flesh, and | experience Christ in my daily life in the
same way, then when we all come together to meet —the
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church is Christ!
D. Christ — Our Relationship with the World

The church is also Christ is in its relationship with
the world. When we as believers allow Christ to be our
relationship with the world, we will find ourselves living
a church life in the realm of the “new creation” (2 Cor.
5:17; Gal. 6:15). The church life is described with similar
terms in Colossians 3:10-11 as “the new man” where
“Christis all and in all.” These phrases, “new creation,”
“new man,” and “Christis alland in all,” depict the church
life. To have a practical church life in this realm requires
a decisive dealing with the world — both with the euvil
world and with the religious world. The world and the
present evil age are always opposing God’s perfect will
to have the church life as a pure expression of Christ (Gal.
1:4; Rom. 12:2; 1 John 2:15-17).

The apostle Paul speaks concerning his relationship
with the world in Galatians 6:14-15*“But God forbid
that | should glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and
| to the world.*> For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation.”
Paul lived in the realm of the new creation, and experi-
enced the crucified Christ as his relationship with the
world. The cross of Christ was the point of reference for
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Paul whereby the world was crucified to him and he to it.
According to Paul in these two verses, “the world” is
something opposite from the “new creation.”

When our relationship to the world is Christ, we are
crucified to it and it to us. That means we are released to
live in the new creation — where we live in a different
realm with different goals and different values. In this
realm, the system of the world under Satan’s dominion is
nullified. Our priorities are not the same. We love Christ
and the church. Ourtime and energy is for God’s will and
purpose, rather than being usurped by this age with its
worldly preoccupations.

Christ being our relationship with the world issues
inthe church life as the new creation. When I’'m out of the
world, I'm in the church. The church is #exincio —
the called-out ones. That is the nature of the church —
being assembled as the called-out ones. The fact that we
could meet as the church, standing together in the cities
where we live, means we are out of the world. We are out
of the world, because Christ is out of the world (John
17:15-16). The cross is our once-and-for-all dealing with
the world. We are not trying to deal with the world in
ourselves. It has been dealt with in Him through His
cross. Now we glory and boast in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, because by it the world has been crucified to
us and we have been crucified to it. Itis a dead thing to
us and we are a dead thing to it. We no longer live in the
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realm of its values. Rather, we value the new creation
where Christ is all and in all.

E. Christ — Our Relationship with Condemnation

Christ has also become our relationship with con-
demnation. Has it ever occurred to you what your
relationship with condemnation is? Many times we live
under a stream of condemning thoughts from the enemy
in our mind. We relate to these thoughts by coping with
them in some form or another. Sometimes we try beating
them away in a fly-swatter fashion. Or, we attempt to
replace them with new resolutions and promises to God
that we won't fail again. Or, we just sink into depression.
We live always feeling condemned.

God’s answer to this spiritual disease is found in
Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no condemnation
to those who are in Christ Jesus.” In other words, not
being condemned has nothing to do with your past record
or your present performance. Nor is it dependent on your
ability to cope with your thoughts. Itis strictly a matter
of whereyou are. Where are you? Are yiayourselfor
are youin Christ Jesu® If you are in Christ Jesus, then
you can shout “Hallelujah!” You can tell condemnation
that you are now related to it in Christ. If Christ can be
condemned, then you can be condemned. But since you
are included and hidden in Him (1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 3:3), all
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the arrows of condemnation have to come to Him. Of
course, that is unthinkable.

When our religious flesh is alive, trying to be justi-
fied by the works of the law, we unwittingly set ourselves
up for a condemnation situation. But if our flesh is
terminated, and the law-keeping “I” is crucified with
Christ (Gal. 2:19-20), then there is not even a possibility
of receiving any condemnation. We don’t even have a
chance to be condemned anymore. We died with Christ,
and it is “no longer | who live.” Thus, Christ is now my
relationship with condemnation.

Paul is so clear about being a person in Christ who
cannot be condemned that he begins to boldly challenge
everyone in the universe. It's as if he were saying, “Are
you (whoever you may be) going to condemn me? Are
you going to bring a charge against me? Come and listen
to me!” Then in Romans 8:31 through verse 34, he
declares,** “What then shall we say to these things? If
God is for us, who can be against isPle who did not
spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all thing¥?
Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God
who justifies. ** Who is he who condemns? It is Christ
who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the
right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”
Hallelujah!

Paul totally ignores the possibility of being charge-
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able, or of whether or not the condemnation is perhaps
legitimate. He does not give any ground for anyone to say
anything against him. He does not answer the charges
with himself, his record, or even his victorious Christian
life. He only answers with Christ Jesus. Itis Christ who
died! Itis Christ who is risen! Itis Christ who is at the
right hand of God making intercession for us! Itis Christ
who is our relationship with condemnation!

Our problem is that we have been in a relationship
with condemnation for such a long time that we live with
our conscience deflated, and our spirit down. We can’t
enjoy God because we are flooded with condemning
thoughts. At those points we have to boldly declare,
“Condemnation, | don’t have a relationship with you
anymore. My relationship with you is now my Christ.”

We all need to learn this lesson from an older brother
in the Lord in Washington State. He is about 90 years old
and he is ready to meet the Lord at any time. | heard him
give the following testimony: “You know what | do when
the devil comes and starts to condemn me? | say,
‘JESUS! HE'S HERE AGAIN! ” Oh, brothers and
sisters, that is what we need to declare when those
condemning thoughts come streaming in — “JESUS,
HE'S HERE AGAIN! The thoughts are here again!” We
don’t handle condemnation with ourselves. We handle it
with Christ, because He is now our relationship with it.
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F. Christ —Our Relationship with the Deuvil

One of the most crucial areas in which we need to
know Christ is in our relationship with the devil. In Jude
9 we read, “Yet Michael the archangel, in contending
with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses,
dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but
said, ‘The Lord rebuke you!”” Michael's relationship
with the devil in this verse is brief and to the point—“The
Lordrebuke you!” That says itall. The Lord Himself is
our relationship with the devil.

Atevery stage of the Lord’s history, He defeated the
devil. In His human lifejn the wilderness and in His
ministry He defeated him (Matt. 4:1-11; Luke 11:20-23).
In His death on the cros€hrist decisively destroyed the
devil and triumphed over him (John 12:31-33; Heb. 2:14;
Col. 2:14-15). In His resurrection Christ broke the
devil’'s power (1 Pet. 3:18-22; Rev. 1:18). His ascen-
sion and enthronemenHe subdued the devil (Eph.
1:19-22).In His building of the churciHe crushed Satan
under our feet so that he cannot prevail (Rom. 16:20;
Matt. 16:18-19)In His indwellingin the believer, Christ
is greater than the devil (1 John 4 My)His battle to bring
in the kingdomall believers overcome the devil because
of the blood of the Lamb (Rev. 12:9-11h His millen-
nial kingdom the devil is bound in the abyss for a
thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3i. His eternal victorythe
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devil is castinto the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10). Hallelujah!

At any point in our daily life we can resist the devil
by simply resting in the Object of our faith — our
victorious Christ (1 Pet. 5:8-9). By submitting to God
with Christ our life, the devil has to flee (James 4:7). By
being totally focused on Christ and remaining pure and
simple toward Him, we keep ourselves preserved from
the deceiving serpent so that he cannot touch us (2 Cor.
11:2-3; 1 John 5:18). What a victory! Christ is our
relationship with the devil.

G. Christ — Our Relationship with the Law

God desires that the church be the enlargement of
Christ (Eph. 1:22-23). For this to happen God made
Christ our wisdom and our relationship to everything (1
Cor. 1:30). Thus, the more we experience Christ as our
relationship in all things, the more the church is Christ
being fully expressed through His members. This in-
cludes the believers’ relationship with the law. Christis
also our relationship with the law.

In Galatians 2:19-21, the apostle Paul shows how
our relationship with the law is just Christ?® “For |
through the law died to the law that | might live to God.
20 ] have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which | now live
in the flesh I live by [the] faith [of] the Son of God, who
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loved me and gave Himself for m&.l do not set aside
the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the
law, then Christ died in vain.” In verse 19 we see how
God dealt with us in our relationship to the law — we died
to the law in the death of Christ on the cross. When Christ
died on the cross we also died (2 Cor. 5:14). Indeed, Paul
makes it clear in Romans 7:3-4, that when the body of
Christ was hanging on the cross, we not only died with
Him but we diedo the lawwith Him. The law demanded
that the sinner die for his sin (Ezek. 18:4). Thus, in our co-
crucifixion with Him, we legally and judicially died. We
were all judged on the cross in His death. The law
effectively put us to death in Him and dealt a final blow
to our law-breaking flesh. This is the meaning of Paul's
statement, “I through the law died to the law.”

Now that we have died to the law in the death of
Christ, we no longer have a relationship with it in our-
selves. Our relationship to the law is now Jesus Christ
Himself. He is not only the end of the law for righteous-
ness to us (Rom. 10:4), but He is the fulfiller of the
righteous requirement of the law in us as we walk accord-
ing to spirit (Matt. 5:17-18; Rom. 8:3-4). We are no
longer occupied with living to an impersonal law and
demand that has no life in it. We are living to God in a
Person who is life and who gives life! Christ being my
relationship with the law means that it is no longer the
law-keeping “I” that lives, but Christ who lives in me.
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This means | am forever delivered from slavery, bond-
age, legality, impotence, and fear. I am now living to God
in the Person of Christ.

The way we live to God is not from ourselves or our
efforts. We live to God in our relationship and fellowship
with His Son. In the Son we have received the “sonship”
(Gal. 4:4-5). The “sonship”in the New Testament means
to have an existence continually living before God as an
object of His love (Eph. 1:4-6). We are being constantly
supplied with grace because we are in the One who is
continually being loved — the Beloved One! This is
“sonship.”

| live to God in the very relationship that Christ has
with the Father (Eph. 2:18). Even though | am still in the
flesh and can feel its tendencies and weaknesses, my
relationship with God is never disturbed. Thisis because
of a constant infusion of faith that comes from being so
flooded with the personal love of my Christ for me. Paul
says it well in Galatians 2:20: “the life which I now live
in the flesh I live by [the] faith [of] the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me.” Thus, “the faith of
the Son of God” was coming to Paul because of his love
relationship with the Lord (Gal. 5:6). Thatis the way faith
operates — it is simply by abiding in His love.

Despite the presence of the flesh and even the
rumblings of the flesh, we are not under the law to
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interact with it or have any kind of relationship with it.
The only thing we do now is keep ourselves in the love
of God. By this we allow faith to keep infusing us to
be completely occupied with Christ. It is in this way
that the church is Christ — by saints being freed from
the tyranny of the law, having only one relationship in
their lives — Christ!

H. Christ — Our Relationship to Ourselves
1. Concerning 2 Corinthians 5:14-15

One of the most wonderful things to discover is that
once we have received Christ, He then becomes our
relationship to ourselves. Paul makes this clear in 2
Corinthians 5:14-15“For the love of Christ constrains
us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all
died;**and He died for all, that those who live should live
no longer [to] themselves, but [to] Him who died for them
and rose again.” In verse 14, when Paul says that “One
died for all,” according to our understanding, we prob-
ably would have continued the sentence by saying, “then
all are forgiven.” Of course, itis true in other passages of
Scripture that when Christ died for all, He died to forgive
all. However, inverse 14, Paul is stressing another aspect
of Christ’'s death. The statement, “if One died for all, then
all died” reveals a crucial fact about our relationship to
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ourselves. Furthermore, as we consider verse 15, Paul
opens up what the issue should be of our having died in
His death — “that those who live should live no longer
[to] themselves, but [to] HIm.” In other words, a relation-
ship to ourselves with ourselves has ceased — Christ is
now our true relationship to ourselves. We do not live to
ourselves any longer. We live to Him.

The death of Christ is not only for our forgiveness;
it is also for our termination. The terminating of the self
is very positive, for it has one goal in view — the release
of Christ living in us. When we no longer live to
ourselves, we are no longer our point of reference in
relation to our daily life and affairs. Our point of refer-
ence is no longer the self, but Christ. Thus, we begin
learning how to livéo Him. Who do we live to? Our
orientation in our fallen nature is to live to ourselves —
to our own reasoning mind, to our feelings, to our reac-
tions, to our own analysis of ourselves. In the past “the
self’” has been our point of reference.

When the self is our point of reference, we really do
not know ourselves as we should in God'’s light. In fact,
according to the Scripture, apart from Him we are prone
to being deceived about ourselves. The self cannot
accurately know the self. So, no one really knows himself
without God’s light. Jeremiah 17:9 says, “The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who
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can know it?” Who can know their own heart properly?
We may think we are fine, when we are totally off. Or, we
may think we are off, when we are fine. Brothers and
sisters, we are unable to know our hearts. God says our
hearts are desperately wicked, whether we agree with His
diagnosis or not. It is God who asks the question, “Who
can know the heart?”

In Jeremiah 17:10, the Lord answers His own ques-
tion, “l, the LORD, search the heart, | test the mind, even
to give every man according to his ways, and according
to the fruit of his doings.” Itis the Lord who knows and
searches our hearts. Even the Lord is identified by a
compound title in Greek — “the Heart-Knower” (Acts
1:24; 15:8). Thus, to know ourselves we must first come
to know God. We may think we know ourselves by
introspection, or by analyzing our own heart. We may
imagine that we know ourselves rightly, but apart from
being in fellowship with the Heart-Knower, we are prone
to deception.

Actually, James says it in a good way: “Draw near
to God and He will draw near to you.” And immediately
after that, he adds, “Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded” (4:8). Now, the
religious way of understanding those verses isfitsit
you cleanse your hands and try to purify your heart. You
try to make it seem right, according to your thougihien
you draw near to God — as though you are the savior and
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the one who cleans yourself up, as though you are the one
qualified to know the duplicity in your heart and to know
when your heartis divided, as though you can do the work
yourself. You think that after you've done what you
could, then you can draw near to God. But James doesn’t
say itthat way. He saysto come as you are and draw near
to God. Come just the way you are, without one plea, but
that His blood was shed for you. Blood has been shed.
You can come the way you are, and God will draw near
to you. And then you get in the light. “In Your light, we
see light” (Psa. 36:9). In God’s light your hands are dirty.
“O God, look at the filth on me.” And yet, when you're
looking at your hands, you’re not looking at them with
yourself as the point of reference. You're looking at
yourself fromHis light, and in His light, the blood is
cleansing. And you canweep and you can repent and you
can shed tears; and all the time you're weeping and
repenting and shedding tears, it's not at all ascetic or
religious. You are actually participating in the grace of
God.

Repentance is a gift (Acts 11:17-18). You don't
work up repentance. Repentance is given to us as a gift
(Ezek. 36:25-31). The fact that | could weep and repent
and confess — that is a gift of God. Hallelujah! It's not
of us. The whole thing is Him, from beginning to end. So
we see that first, you draw near to God and He'll draw
near to you, and then you see your dirty hands and you see
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your heart — your motivation and how you manipulate
people. You see the duplicity in your heart. You see how
thoroughly corrupt you are. And all the time you see that,
you say, “Lord, I stilllove You.” And when you're saying
that, He’s just diffusing His life into your heart. He’s
going to change you. “I will take the heart of stone out of
your flesh” (Ezek. 36:26). It's as though He’s saying,
“You can’t do it. I'll take it away. I'll give you a new
heart. I'll give you a heart of flesh. And you will walk in
My statutes. You will do it, because I'm going to do it in
you.”

In one of our home meetings, there was a new sister
among us. She was worn out as a believer, and was ready
to give up the Christian life. She had no where else to go.
She satin that meeting, just forlorn, disappointed. Raised
in a Christian home, she’d had all the Christian upbring-
ing, but didn’t know which way to turn. | said to her, I'm
going to show you something. | opened to Ezekiel 36.
She sat there, her face sad because she realized the
condition of her heart, but had no way to handle it. 1 said,
Look at what it says here, “I will give you a new heart and
put a new spirit within you.” Her tears were just starting
to come down. | said, Look —Will take away the stony
heart.” — He’s going to do it! She had never seen it
before, that He would actually take away the stony heart.
She began to weep for joy to see that it was God’s work
— God was going to do it.
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“Draw near to God.” You draw near, not after you
adjust yourself, but before you even try. Because the
blood has been shed, we can enter into God — the real
Savior. He'sthe real Repairer. He'sthe real Healer. He’s
the One who cleans up our heart. He’s the real Cleaner-
upper. He's the real Restorer. He does it, and He does it
while we’re in contact with Him.

Being oriented to Christ in your experience means
you’re in contact with Him — no longer living to yourself
but to Him. My point of reference is no longer me. My
point of reference is Christ. For example, if I'm broken
down, and | need some repair, then | need to go to the
Repairman. Jesus is my Repairman. | don’t know how
to fix anything. I'm just simple to come to Jesus. Thisis
what | appreciate about my wife. She has her weaknesses,
but amazingly, even in her frailty, weaknesses, and feel-
ings of failure, she still has that boldness to just keep
coming to God. Sometimes | wondered how she could be
testifying in a meeting so boldly, when she’s feeling so
weak. But, you know, this is the right way — “Just as |
am, without one plea . . . Fightings within and fears
without, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.” Amen. Just
like that. And He does the work in us.

2. Concerning Romans 14:7-8

God wants us to keep coming forward and enjoy this
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grace that's ours. So, our point of reference is not
ourselves, it's Him. Romans 14:7-8 tells us, “For none of
us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. For if we
live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.
Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.”
Then verse 9 continues, “For to this end Christ died and
rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the
dead and the living.” It says, “that He might be Lord” —
the Boss — “both of the dead and the living.” So, live to
the Boss. Live to the Lord. He died and rose again, not
merely to become a ticket in our pocket for us to go to
heaven when we die. He died and rose again to be Lord.
This means we live now to Christ. He’s our point of
reference. We no longer live to ourself. We never refer
back to ourself. Our whole source has changed, from
ourself to Him. He’s bringing us back to what He
intended with the tree of life in the garden of Eden — that
He would be our source.

Our relationship with ourself is Christ. This kind of
understanding will come progressively in our experi-
ence. As our mind is renewed by the Spirit and by the
Word, a consciousness of life will begin to invade every
area of our living. We will start linking this word with our
experiences. For example, you have a love of money in
your heart, and you’re not allowing the Lord to be the
Lord with your finances. You're struggling over this
matter. Then you begin to make the link with the Word
— Christ is your point of reference. So now, you begin
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to touch Him, “Lord, Amen. You're my relationship with
money. Jesus, thank You, You're the giving One in me.
You're the life in me.” You begin to drink and to eat Him
in this way, and you begin to experience Him. You'll
discover that your greedy, closed hands will begin open-
ing up and you'll start giving, even hilariously, because
Christ becomes your life.

This consciousness of Christ being our point of
reference will continue to spread in our daily life. For
example, you will find it in your speaking. You say
something, but in your saying it, you feel like you put on
a suit of clothes that doesn't fit, that doesn’t feel right. As
you’re criticizing and gossiping, you're going to feel like,
“O Lord, this language doesn’t fit. Amen, Lord, You're
my talk. You're my speaking. | used to speak so freely.
But Lord, Amen.” By contacting Him and experiencing
Him in this way, you begin to feel the restraint in your
words. Christ is becoming your talking (2 Cor. 13:3).

Little by little, the Holy Spirit will begin to make
Christ real in your speaking. You may fail, but you
experience Christ in your failure. You touch the living
One, because your point of reference has changed. You
can no longer rearrange your thoughts, thinking “I
shouldn’t talk that way anymore.” Nor can you replace
bad thoughts with good thoughts. That doesn’t work!
You have to interact with God. You have to touch the
Spirit. And when you touch the Spirit, you draw from
Him and He changes you. Then, you come to the meeting
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and you just make the meeting Christ — because you've
handled Him. You've handled Christ as your portion in
your speaking. Amen!

|. Christ — Our Relationship to One Another

When Christis our relationship to ourselves, and we
know ourselves in God’s light, the result of this knowing
is that Christ becomes our relationship to one another.
The apostle Paul follows this sequence in 2 Corinthians
5:14-17,*“"For the love of Christ constrains us, because
we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all digand
He died for all, that those who live should live no longer
[to] themselves, but [to] Him who died for them and rose
again. ¢ Therefore, from now on, we [know] no one
according to the flesh. Even though we have known
Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus
no longer.t” Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things
have become new.” In verses 14 and 15 of this passage,
Paul stresses that we no longer live to ourselves, based
upon the fact that we all died in Christ. Then in verse 16
Paul goes directly into our relationship with one another.
In other words, when we live to Christ rather than to
ourselves, we know each other and are related to each
other, not according to the flesh, in the realm of the old
creation, but in the spirit, in the realm of the new creation.
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The deep significance of 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 that
Paul opens up is a new kind of knowing of Christ in
contrast to his old knowing of Christ. What is this new
kind of knowing of Christ? The obvious answer is in
verse 17, where Christis presented in an enlarged way by
Paul. He no longer considers Christ merely alone by
Himself. He says,If anyone is in Christhe is a new
creation. ..” Christ here is not just an individual man, but
a corporate man where other persons are “in Him.” Thus,
the new knowing of Christ is knowing Him as the church
(Eph. 5:29-30). Itis the knowing of Him according to 1
Corinthians 12:12, where both the one body and the many
members form one whole Christ! It is also the same
knowing of Him found in Paul’s prayer for the believers
in Ephesians 1:17-23. Here, the full knowledge of God is
to know Christ as Head of His Body, the church, which is
described as being “the fullness of [the One] who fills all
in all.”

It is the church as Christ that is the new kind of
knowing of Christ in 2 Corinthians 5:16. The church
described as “the new man” in Colossians 3:10-11 is also
the new kind of knowing of Christ. The church as the new
man of the new creation is the realm where Christ is all
andinall. Itis alsothe realmwhere old things have passed
away and all things have become new! In this realm we
know each other as members of Christ. We no longer
regard or know each other according to the differences
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and distinctions of the old creation (Gal. 3:27-28).

According to the context of 2 Corinthians chapter 5,
to say, “old things have passed away” and “all things have
become new” means that old relationships have passed
away and all things in our relationships with each other
have become new. We all have together been newly
created in Christ as one new man, and have all been
reconciled to God in one body by the cross (Eph. 2:15-
16).

Christ as our relationship with each other is what the
church is. In other words, the church is just Christ
between us. If Christ is not our mutual fellowship, then
the reality of the church is lost. So, brothers and sisters,
to know the church is to know Christ as our relationship
with each other. It is not a matter of knowing each other
in a natural way according to race or background. Neither
is it formally joining a church to become a member. No.
We are joined to the Lord in one Body, and His relation-
ship with all His members becomes our relationship with
every member. So we freely receive one another the way
Christ received us (Rom. 15:7). This is what the church
is. Praise the Lord!

The depths and intimacy of Christ as our relation-
ship with one another comes out in Paul’s relationship
with the Philippians. In Philippians 1:8 we read, “For
God is my witness, how greatly | long for you all with the
[inward parts] of Jesus Christ.” Here Paul so identifies
his feelings with the Lord’s that he is not merely saying,
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“l am burdened for you,” or “I am thinking of you.” The
Lord Himself with His inward parts became the relation-
ship with the Philippians. Paul was a man who embodied
the Lord’s own feelings and intimate care for the saints.
This demonstrates to what extent Christ becomes our
relationship with one another. My relationship with you
and your relationship with me is Christ. How precious
this is. The more there is an increase of Christ in us, the
more there will be an increase of Christ in our relation-
ships. Amen.

85



The Church Is Christ

4 » Christ Formed in Us

|. The Meaning of Galatians 4:19
A. Progressive or Instant?

nowing and experiencing Christ as our relationship

with everything is directly related to Christ being
formed in us. The apostle Paul speaks of this in Galatians
4:19. To know the precise meaning of Galatians 4:19, we
need to examine the verse and then seek to apprehend
what it is saying. The verse says, “My little children, for
whom | labor [travail] in birth again until Christ is formed
in you.” There are two ways to understand this verse.
One way is that Christ is formed in us progressively; the
other is that Christ is formed in us in an instant.

The understanding of Christ being formed inus in a
progressive way has been illustrated with a hand and a
glove. Agloveis shaped accordingto a hand. Now, | start
slipping my hand into the glove in a progressive way.
First, | put my index finger into the glove, then my thumb,
and then all my fingers, one by one. Eventually my whole
hand is formed into the glove. This illustration has been
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applied to our experiencing the Lord a little bit at a time
over along period until Christis formed in us. Experienc-
ing the Lord progressively in our daily living is a reality
that we enjoy. Such an experience is scriptural, yet it
should not be applied to this portion of the Word. The
guestion then is, what did Paul mean in Galatians 4:19
when he spoke of travailing again for the believers until
Christ would be formed in them?

The second way to understand Christ being formed
inusisthatit happensinaninstant. Thatis, Christcomes
into us and immediately is formed in our heart as our
relationship with everything. Thus, Christ formed in us
does not refer to our arriving at a final stage of maturity
in the growth of life. Rather, it refers to the constant state
of every child of God from the day of his new birth until
he reaches full maturity.

If Christ being formed in us referred to a gradual
growth process, then Paul would not be travailing for it to
happen again. Surely, Paul is not expecting them to be
born again asecondtime. There is no such teachingin the
New Testament. They were already born again; never-
theless, something had happened in their experience to
remove them from Christ (Gal. 1:6). Thus, He was not
formed in their hearts as their point of reference for them
to grow in the Lord in a proper way.
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1. Christ Is the Way We Operate

Since Christis my relationship with God, then He is
my point of reference to make everything in my Christian
life work. Let me illustrate this principle using the
Macintosh computer. This computer has what is called
“the system folder.” Without this system folder, the
Macintosh will not work. You might have the best word
processing program with an exhaustive number of capa-
bilities, but if you don’t have a system folder your word
processing program will not work. If the system folder
breaks down, everything else on the computer breaks
down. Inthe same way, Christ being formed in us, is like
having the system folder in operating order. If that is
operating, then everything else is going to work.

If Christ is not formed in me, if He is not my point
of reference to relate to all things, then nothing “works”
inmy Christian life. Christ'sworkin me —Hisliving and
operating — comes to a halt. There is no growth, no
sanctification, no conformation to the image of His Son,
and no way to proceed in the Christian life. If | am not
interacting with Christ, then | am interacting with the law,
or what is formed in my mind. | am interacting with my
feelings of discouragement or the reasonings of my mind.
My point of reference when | go through things is not
Christ, but it is something else. It is my feelings, the
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outward circumstances, the situation, the law, what I'm
supposed to be, or even what I’'m not — all these mental
gyrations that go on within us. The principle is that
whatever is formed in me is what | interact with. If Christ
is formed in me, crying, “Abba, Father,” | interact with
Him. If something else is formed in me, | interact with
that.

Christ formed in me doesn’t mean I'm perfect, that
I’'m a finished product. Christ formed in me means that
my point of reference is always and ever Christ—that He
would have the first place in everything. So | don’t know
how to handle myself. |1 don’t know how to handle sin. |
don’t know how to handle my reactions to my environ-
ment. But Christ has already handled all these things. So
by taking Him as my point of reference in all these things,
| remain in fellowship with Him.

When Paul speaks of Christ being “formed” in you,
he uses the Greek aorist tense, indicating that it happens
at a point in time. This bothered me for years, because
most Bible teachers have interpreted the word “formed”
as though it was a present tense, giving the impression
that it means processhappening over a period of time.
However, the aorist tense for the word “formed” implies
that Christ needed to be “once again” formed in their
experience. This did not mean they lost their salvation.
They were still born of God, but due to their being focused
upon the law instead of Christ, they fell out of being
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supplied by the realm of grace. Christ no longer profited
them. They were, as Paul says in Galatians 5:4, “dis-
charged” from Christ living and operating in them, because
they went to something else. Instead of Christ being
formed inthem, Moses was formed in them, circumcision
was formed.

Maybe due to your religious background, what is
formed in your mind right now are your own thoughts
about the way you're supposed to be. You feel like you
can't get to the Lord until you fulfill some requirement.
You have so many things formed in you. Paul says, “I
travail again . . . until Christ is formed in you,” until He
again becomes your present enjoyment and fellowship.
Out of that you will grow. Out of that He will live in you.
Out of that He will operate in you. Out of that you will
grow with the growth of God. The principle of this verse
is identical to Colossians 2:19, where Paul speaks of
“holding fast the Head,” or “seizing the Head.” Your
point of reference is the Head. Seize the Head. Don't
seize ordinances or regulations, such as, “Do not touch,
do not taste, do not handle” (Col. 2:20-21). Seize the
Head and you will grow with the growth of God.

What an encouragement that right now all of us
can have Christ as our point of reference — our
relationship with the Father, our relationship with one
another, our relationship to everything in our life.
When He is formed within our heart, we are fellow-
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shipping with Him, partaking of Him, drinking and
eating Him, and living from Him. Amen. Isn’t this
wonderful? And when there is a group of people on
this earth enjoying this reality, then it doesn’'t matter
what problems or what weaknesses they have, or how
many battles and bruises they have. Brothers and
sisters, all these things are for Christ to become all in
all to you. When He iall in all to you, when He is all in

all to me, when He becomes rich in every member — the
church is Christ.

B. The Background of Galatians

To understand Galatians 4:19, you must understand
the entire background of the book of Galatians. These
believers had begun in the Spirit, and were loving the
Lord and experiencing Christ. But then they were in-
vaded with Judaistic concepts and being compelled to be
circumcised. As aresultthey were distracted from Christ
as their center. He was no longer their point of reference;
rather, with their flesh they were living to the law, to that
impersonal demand. Thus, Christ had no way to grow in
them, to spread gradually into their whole being, because
they were focused upon the law.

The Galatian believers were crippled by legality,
and it was evident in their experience. They were angry,
they were ready to bite and devour. They did not know
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how to handle their flesh, because they had lost Christ as
their handling center. They were relating to themselves.
Thus, it is with this kind of background that Paul spoke
the word in Galatians 4:19, “My little children, for whom

| labor [travall] in birth again until Christ is formed in
you.”

C. “Again” and “Until”

To accurately understand the exact sense of Gala-
tians 4:19, itis important to realize that the background of
this verse is that the Galatian believers had fallen into a
state of legality. Paul is speaking to that kind of situation
when he says, “I labor [travail] in birdgain untilChrist
is formed in you.” These words “again” and “until” tell
us something. At one point in the believers’ experience,
Christ had already been formed in them. Then they lost
Christ as the One who was everything in their hearts.
Now, Paul is travailingagain until Christ is formed in
them. This further substantiates the truth that Christ
being formed in usis not a process; otherwise, they would
be waiting indefinitely for this to take place. Rather,
Christ “formed” is Christ restored instantly in our hearts
as our center, our focus, our point of reference for relating
to all things. Paul was travailing again until this would
happen in the believers.
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D. Punctiliar Action

To knowthe meaning of Galatians 4:19itisimportnat
to understand the significance of the verb, “formed” as it
was used by Paul. As children in elementary school, we
all learned thaverbs are action wordsIn our English
language, verbs emphasize the time in which action takes
place, whether past, present, or future. Thus, in English
the time of the actiors what is important. However, in
the Greek language the emphasis with the verb ieen
kind of actionthat is taking place, rather thtre time of
the action The kind of action related to Greek verbs is
seen as taking place either in an instantaneous way or in
aprogressive way. Instantaneous actionis galledtiliar
action, and progressive action is calledear action.
These two kinds of action may be illustrated in the
following way:

Punctiliar Action Linear Action

) (—)

The kind of action that is seenas ~ The kind of action that is seen
happening instantaneously at as happening progressively
a point in time. and continuously.

The dot illustrates point, opunctiliar, kind of

action; and the line shows continuouslioear, kind of
action. To fully appreciate Paul’'s expectancy of Christ
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once again being formed in the Galatians, it is vital to
know that Paul used an aorist tense in Greek. The aorist
tense emphasizes punctiliar action, not linear action.
Thus, when Paul said, “I [travail] again until Christ is
formed in you,” he meant th#étte wayChrist would be
formed in them would b&stantaneousthat is, some-
thing occurring in a moment of time. This is in contrast
to a gradual, progressive kind of formation.

For Christ to be formed in us means that Christ is
instantly poured out into our hearts so that He becomes
our relationship with everything from that moment on.
He is now our continuous point of reference. He is the
source from which we live. He is the way we handle
everything in our lives. He is the way we relate to
ourselves. He is the One in whom we constantly abide.
He is the Christian life living His life in us. In short, He
is our life. Hallelujah! Oh, brothers and sisters, Christ
formed in us means He is formed within our hearts as our
all in all' It is in this way we will grow with the growth
of God.

1. The Passive Voice

It is also encouraging to see the means God uses in
order to accomplish the formation of Christin us. Thisis
brought out by observing that the verb “formed” is in the
passive voice, rather than the active. The active voice
would imply that we are somehow responsible for Christ
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to be formed in us, but the passive voice tells us that
something outside ourselves is the means for Christ to be
formed in us. In other words, God uses a means or agent
to form Christ in us. The agent He uses is the Word of
God. Thus, as we come under the hearing of the Word,
it becomes the agent that forms Christ in us. This Word
brings us under the hearing of faith, and Christ is formed
in our heart. He is formed in me because someone spoke
Him into me by means of the Word. For example, Christ
was formed in the Corinthians by means of Paul’s speak-
ing the gospel. He implies this in 1 Corinthians 4:15:
“For though you might have ten thousand instructors in
Christ, yet you do not have many fathdws;in Christ
Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel

In Romans 10:8 Paul says, “ ‘The word is near you,
even in your mouth and in your heart,’ that is, the word of
faith which we preach.” How is the Word in our mouth
and in our heart? By being formed there, as we sit, relax,
and hear the Word. This is called “the hearing of faith”
(Gal. 3:2, 5). Hear the wonderful words of life. Hear that
He loves you, hear that He died for you, hear that He was
raised for you, hear that He will do everything in you. Just
hear it. And the moment you say, “Lord Jesus,” He is in
your heart. He is formed there. How was He formed? He
was formed by the spoken Word. So the way Christ is
formed in us is not by works of law, but by the hearing of
faith.
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So, what was Paul doing in his epistle to the Gala-
tians? He was speaking again and again in order that the
saints could come under the hearing of faith. He knew
that this was how they had received the Spirit initially,
and he also knew that this was how Christ would be
formed in them again. What a marvelous thing — that
Christis formed in us by means of the Word! This shows
us that the Christian life is entirely a matter of grace from
beginning to end.

E. Defining Christ Formed in Us

Part of the context of Galatians 4:19 is Galatians
4:5-6. Let us see how these two verses define the
formation of Christ in us?® “To redeem those who are
under the law, that we might receive the [sonsHighd
because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father’" Ac-
cording to these verses, when we are redeemed, we
receive the sonship. Receiving the sonship simply means
receiving the Son with all that He is and all that He has
accomplished. We were redeemed to receive the sonship
as a gift given by grace. The sonship is not something we
work for or grow into. To receive the sonship is instan-
taneous when we receive Christ and are born again. Itis
not something we receive after a long process of being
dealt with by God or something we receive as a reward for
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work done.

What is the sonship? Galatians 4:6 tells us: “And
because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His
Son into your hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father’!” Halle-
lujah! In other words, the sonship is the formation of
Christ in us. He has besent into my hear— not just
into my spirit— but into my heart. Here in Galatians 4:6
it is not a matter of Him growing into my heart. Noris it
Him taking over my heart little by little. He has besent
(aorist tense / punctiliar action) into my heart. He has
been instantly formed in me through regeneration.

The moment the Lord is formed in me through
regeneration, | immediately begin crying, “Abba, Fa-
ther.” And my crying, “Abba,” is synchronized with His
crying, “Abba,” and vice versa (Gal. 4:6 and Rom. 8:15).
This crying is my direct participation in the sonship,
which includes the Son’s very own relationship with the
Father. My orientation is the Son with the life of the Son
(2 John5:20). Now, whenI’'mweak, when I’'m “out of it,”
when | can’t make it, my focus is no longer on myself. |
am now inwardly aligned with Christ. Christ has been
formed in my heart as the object of my love and attention.
This is what it means to handle everything with Christ.
You're one with Him. You're loving Him. He’s formed
in your heatrt.

“God sent forththe Spirit of His Son.” The verb
“sent forth” is in the aorist tense, meaning that it hap-
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pened in a moment of time. Then Paul tells us where the
Spirit of God’s Son was sent “to our hearts.” God
wants our hearts to be occupied with Him! Now, this
doesn’t mean that we’re all “finished products.” But this
ishowyou become a finished product. This isthe way —
by handling everything with Christ.

Christ was no longer formed in the hearts of the
Galatians. What was formed in them was Moses and the
law. And when something is formed in you, that's where
your mind goes. That’s where your thoughts go. It’'s like
amoldinthere, and you think and reason according to that
mold. In their relationship with God, the Galatians were
oriented to laws and rules, so that is what was formed in
them, that is what had molded their thinking. That was
their point of reference.

When your thinking is molded by the law, the law is
like a mirror looking right back at you — at your law-
breaking flesh, your failing self, your unfinished,
untransformed, unconformed state. You see all the
blemishes, and it's terrifying. That's what happens when
you're related to the law, because you're related to God’s
goal asa demandhatwemust attain instead afresultof
interacting with Christ. The final goal of conformation to
Christ takes care of itself when our spirit and our heart
simply stay engaged with loving Christ.

Il. Christ — Our Point of Reference
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In Galatians 5:1-2 Paul exhorts the believets,
“Stand fast, therefore, in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke
of bondage?Indeed |, Paul, say to you that if you become
circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.” Christ
would profit them nothing if what was formed in them
was circumcision. Ifthey held to that, Christ would profit
them nothing. That means He would no longer be their
point of reference. Do you want Christ to profit you? For
Christ to be a profit to you, you simply need to interact
with Him and love Him, just the way you are. Look to
Him, believe in Him, trust in Him, and draw your supply
from Him. That's what He loves. He loves to take
unfinished people who will just keep focusing upon Him,
and conform them to His image. While we’re looking at
Him, His glory comes from His eyes, and the transfusion
comes in. We get transformed by beholding Him (2 Cor.
3:18). Transformation doesn’t happen by our own ef-
forts. It happens by beholding the glory of the Lord. To
behold the Lord is the same as to have Christformed in us.
Christ formed in us means that He’s there in such a way
that we can only behold Him. And then He can profit us.
Then He is our point of reference.

In Galatians 5:3 Paul continues to emphasize this
point: “And | testify again to every man who becomes
circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law.” In
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other words, if you make one mistake, if you break one
law, you are guilty of breaking the whole law (James
2:10). Then in verse 4 he says, “You have become
[discharged] from Christ.” You are not discharged from
Christin the sense that you lose salvation, or that you lose
His indwelling in your spirit. But you have temporarily
been separated from the benefit of having a direct supply
of grace from Him to change you. You have been
separated because of what you are looking at and what
you are oriented to. You're about to be discharged from
Christif you're looking at that law, expecting it to change
you and to perfect you before God.

The Christian life is not about changing and perfect-
ing yourself. It's about coming to the Son the way you
are, under the new covenant, by the blood. This gives
Him the opportunity to come in as the Spirit to write on
your heart and mind. By the blood of the covenant you
keep coming to Him in a direct way, just as you are.

Then Paul says in Galatians 5:4, “You who attempt
to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” You
have fallen out of the supply that comes from the enjoy-
ment of Christ. Then in verse 5 Paul reminds them of the
proper way to relate to the law: “For we through the Spirit
eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.” It's
as if he’s saying, “Do you want to know how we do it?”
“For we through the Spirit,” we stay in the waiting room.
This can be likened to the fathers staying in the waiting
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room at a hospital, waiting for the baby to be delivered.
The waiting room is a place where you remain until the
baby is brought forth.

In the same way, Paul says, “For we through the
Spiriteagerly waifor the hope of righteousness by faith.”
This means, we stay in the Spirit. For example, you may
know that your disposition is an irritable one; neverthe-
less, you are not going to live under a heavy cloud about
your irritable disposition. You are just going to keep
drinking the Spirit. And you’re waiting in that waiting
room of the Spirit, enjoying God, while God is working
in you day by day. Amen. Inthis way, you're experienc-
ing Christ, and that’s how the church becomes Christ. It
is a group of people who are in the process and have one
thing formed within their heart — Christ. God sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts. He is in our hearts.
He is our constant point of reference as we interact with
all these things in our daily lives. Just keep loving Him.
Just keep relating to this Person, and He does the rest.
And we grow with the growth of God (Col. 2:19).

[ll. Christ Making Home in Our Heart
We have seen that Christ “formed” in us refers to the
normal state of our heart as we are growing in the Lord,

and that He is our point of reference in relating to all
things. Now let us look at another passage from the Word
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to further clarify the state in which He is in our hearts, that
is,howHe is in us. Ephesians 3:16-17b says, “That He
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with might, through His Spirit, [into] the
inner man, that Christ may [make His home] in your
hearts through faith.” Now, we know that to be strength-
ened into our inner man is to be strengthened into our
spirit (2 Cor. 4:16). But, when you touch your spirit and
experience the strengthening, the purpose of this is that
Christ would move in — that He would move into your
heart. And He doesn’t take several months to move in.
He immediately moves in and occupies every “room” of
your heart. So, when you're strengthened into your spirit,
you begin to handle Christ as the One who has made His
home in your heart. As you are in spirit, He is in your
whole heart as the “Head of the household.” As the Head,
He says, “This is My house. Everything about you
belongs to Me. | give the orders here. I'm doing the
talking. I'm going to supply. I'm going to provide. I'm
going to do everything here.” Let Him make home in
your heart. Amen.

Here in Ephesians 3:17 His making home in our
hearts is not a gradual process. Paul uses the aorist tense
for the infinitive “make home” or “dwell.” Again, this
means it's an instantaneous action. He just comes in and
takes up His residence in every part of your heart as the
Head of the household. He’s doing everything. You refer
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everything to Him. He lives in your house. You don't
make the decisions there. He’'s made His home. He’s
going to tell you whatto do now. That means Christ being
formed (Gal. 4:19), Christ making home (Eph. 3:16-17),
and our holding Him as the Head (Col. 2:19) is the way
we should live every moment of every day, because now
He has replaced us to becooue life. Then we’re rooted
and grounded in love (His very own love). Then we are
able to apprehend with all the saints the vast dimensions
of the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ.

These truths were real to John and Charles Wesley
and to George Whitefield. That is why the Spirit worked
so dynamically in their day. Those brothers saw that at
the moment they were regenerated, instantly Christ was
formed in their hearts. That is why we have so many
inspiring songs by Charles Wesley.

George Whitefield was saved by reading a little
booklet that Charles Wesley gave to him. It was entitled
The Life of God in the Soul of Mdsy Henry Scougal.
Before reading this booklet, Whitefield was struggling
with all kinds of religious duties. And yet he couldn’tfind
peace. Then he beganto read the little book, which begins
by saying that religion is not to be found in mere orthodox
beliefs, or in external religious duties such as prayers and
fasting. Whitefield tells us in his journal that when he
read the things the author listed, he said to himself, “Alas!
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thought 1, if this be not true religion, what is?” He was
doing all of these things. And then he continued to read:

But certainly religion is quite another thing,
and they who are acquainted with it will enter-
tain far different thoughts, and disdain all those
shadows and false imitations of it. They know
by experience that true religionis a union of the
soul with God, a real participation of the divine
nature, the very image of God drawn upon the
soul, or, in the apostle’s phrase, it is ‘Christ
formed within us.” Briefly, | know not how the
nature of religion can be more fully expressed,
than by calling it aivine life?

Whitefield saw that Christ was formed within. In
his journal, he continued to say, “God soon showed me;
forinreading a few lines further, that ‘religion was union
of the soul with God, and Christ formed within us,” a ray
of Divine light was instantaneously darted in upon my
soul, and from that moment, but not till then, did | know
that I must be anew creature.” From this experience, both
the Wesleys and Whitefield went on to make a big
spiritual impact on England.

Oh, brothers and sisters, Christ is formed in us.
Christ making home in our hearts causes something to
happen! Everything we hold on to, everything we self-
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ishly cling to, everything we struggle with — all of this
we let go of, we loosen our grip, we don’'t handle any-
more. He has come in and He magde home In the
Greek, it's in the aorist tense, “that Christ nmagkeHis
home,” right now, in your heart, through faith. “Through
faith” shows us the means by which Christ makes His
home in your heart. When you touch the spirit, you're
loving the Lord; and when you're loving Him and calling
on Him and contacting Him, something happens — faith
operates through love (Gal. 5:6). So, here you are —you
can’tbelieve so much, you can’ttrust so much. But, that’s
okay. Just love. Sing some more songs. Just touch the
spirit, and you love Him. And when you're loving the
Lord and you're saying, “Abba,” you're just holding
Him, you're just clinging to Him; then faith operates
through that interchange of love. Christ makes home in
your hearts through faith. There’sjustabelieving, a sense
that, “Lord, You've made home here. You're the One
doing everything in me. | refer everything to You as the
Head of the household. Hallelujah! | justlive here. I'm
here following You, Lord.” And this is how | grow with
the growth of God. Brothers and sisters, this is how, with
many experiences of Christ, we become the reality of the
church as the Christ. Amen.

IV. Holding the Head
and Growing with the Growth of God
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Another experience of Christ that makes the church
the reality of Christ is seen in Colossians 2:18-19. In
these verses we can see what robbed the Colossian
believers of a genuine experience of Christ and the
genuine growth of God. In verse 18 Paul describes how
the energy of the flesh is being exercised: “Let no one
defraud you by judging you unworthy of your prize.” Do
you know what your prize is? Your prize and my prize is
Christ. Don't let anybody judge you or defraud you of
your prize. It's not just that Christ will be my prize one
day when | die. My prize right now is my present
possession of Christ as my life. In verses 18 and 19 Paul
exposes the things that were defrauding the Colossian
believers. “Let no one defraud you of your [prize], taking
delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding
into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up
by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the Head.”
When Paul says, “And not holding the Head” (KJV), he
is telling us that there’s a way to grow and a way not to
grow. The way not to grow is to be focused on yourself,
having a relationship with yourself, or your flesh, or your
own energy, or the law, or man-made religion. Thatis the
way not to grow. Growing comes from holding the Head.
“Holding the Head"” is in the present tense, which means
that you're continuously holding Christ as your Head.
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When you hold something, you handle it. The Colossian
believers didn't hold the Head. They weren’t handling
Christ.

Theninverse 19 Paul continues, “from whom all the
body, nourished and knit together by joints and liga-
ments, grows with the [growth of] God.” This verse
uniquely shows us why the church meetings are so rich
and precious. It's because there’s a supply coming from
every part, every joint, every connection, every supply-
ing member. We're just coming to the meeting holding
the Head. Hallelujah! We are just holding Christ.

It is while the Body is being supplied that it is “knit
together with the joints and ligaments” agdows with
the growth of God When Paul says “grows with the
growth of God,” he is specifying what kind of growth
takes place when we’re holding the Head.

The way to grow with the growth of God is to have
Christ formed in you. That means He’s there within your
breast, crying “Abba.” That’s the formation of Christ in
your heart. And that happens in an instant. He’s formed
in me. That means He’s my center, He’s my focus. And
now I'm just holding the Head. I'm handling Christ. And
while I'm handling Christ, in my unfinished state, | grow
with the kind of growth called “the growth of God.”

It's not self-improvement, it's not outward change.
It's not the self-esteem programs advocated in parts of
Christianity today. It's not a matter of replacing bad
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thoughts with good thoughts, or of being a very positive-
thinking man. 1 once heard a well-known preacher speak
along these lines. He said, “When | get up in the morning,
I look into the mirror and | tell myself, “You're a wonder-
ful person today. You're going to have a wonderful
day.” Brothers and sisters, you may be “wonderful,” but
where’s Christ? How much is there of Christ? Today
there is a lot of self-improvement philosophy in the
Christian world. It's in the seminaries, it's in the evan-
gelical world; and it's a big substitute for Christ. There
are “how to” books on marriage, on the family, and on all
kinds of things. Much of this is simply human psychol-
ogy and philosophy. It's cheating people from the reality
of Christ Himself.

God, on this earth, wants Christ — nothing but
Christ Himself. The church is Christ. Blbwis the
church Christ? The church is Christ by all the members
holding Him. A person who feels weak, crippled, and
lame, but who knows how to hold Christ, can build the
church with Christ. This weak person only knows how to
fall on Christ with his whole being. A doctor once
complained to me that all Christians seem to need a
crutch. He was disparaging our dependence on God. |
said to him, “No doctor, you're wrong. | don’t need a
crutch, | need a wheelchair.” What | was saying is that
Christis everything to me. He’'s my life. Thisis really the
way itis. Christis our life. So, we can see that by holding
the Head, we grow with the growth of God. Oh, hallelu-
jah!
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The Church Is Christ

5 » Understanding
the Church as Christ

I. Revelation and Understanding
A. The Need for Understanding

hen Paul deals with the matter of the
reality of the church he emphasizes the importance
of having an adequate understanding. To gain this
understanding requires a settling down of our being
before the Word. We need to read it, dig into it, feed on
it, internalize it, see it for ourselves (2 Tim. 2:15). The
result of being in the Word in this way is that we receive
revelation that is solidly based upon the understanding of
the Word. Itis this understanding that will preserve us,
change us, and transform our living.

In Colossians 2:2 Paul says, “That their [the saints’]
hearts may be [comforted], being knit together in love,
and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of under-
standing, [unto] the [full] knowledge of the mystery of
God, [Christ].” In this verse Paul gets right to the root of
the problemin Colosse — the saints were being robbed of
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Christ because of the deficiency in their understanding
about Christ. They were open to winds of teaching and
other influences about the law, about asceticism, and
about all kinds of mystical things. They were carried off
by many different things. Because of this, they were
disappointed and their hearts needed comforting. They
needed to be restored, touched, and healed.

Let us look further into what Paul identifies as their
condition. He knew that somehow in their understanding
they did not have the riches of the full assurance. This
deficiency kept them from having the full knowledge of
the mystery of God, Christ. “Full knowledge” does not
mean merely objective knowledge about something. The
word in Greek for that kind of knowledgegeosis The
Greek word for “full knowledge” ispignosisand means
experientially apprehending or laying hold of something.
Paul is saying that believers need the riches of the full
assurance of understanding. We need revelation that
enters into our mind, causing a renewal and giving clear
vision. Then Satan cannot invade our understanding to
distract us in any way. The riches of the full assurance of
understanding is “unto” a rich, full experience of Christ.
Without adequate understanding, our experience will be
deficient and there will be open doors for the enemy to
come in because we lack the full assurance of understand-
ing.

Now, after passing through a church trial where it
seemed like everything was turned upside down, we can
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testify that it was the full assurance of understanding that
fully preserved us. The Lord’s deposit in us of the riches
in our understanding of the Word led us and gave us clear
direction to pursue Him and the church life. According
to our realization, we didn’t miss a step in our following
Him, because through the years we allowed\Word of

God itself to be etched into our minds. Regardless of
who, what, or when — any kind of storm that would come
in the church life — our understanding has been solidly
based upon the Word of God. Thus, our thinking was
automatically pointed in the one direction of Christ and
the church. This, we believe, has been due to the riches
of the full assurance of understanding. These riches issue
into a full knowledge, that is, into a deeper and richer
experience and apprehension of the mystery of God,
Christ.

The Colossian believers were hurt, they were dam-
aged, they were under a negative influence. They didn’t
have the full assurance of understanding, and as a result
they were distracted by such things as angels, visions,
restrictive practices in eating and drinking (asceticism),
and philosophy. They were getting robbed of Christ, their
prize. They thought they needed Christ, but they thought
they also needed a lot of other things. They thought that
the fullnessreally wasn’'tin Him. To their understanding,
you could have Christ, but the fullness was not in Him.
That is why Paul responds, “in Him dwells [all] the
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fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). Saints, you
think you need something more. But, let me tell you, in
Him dwells all the fullness.

There is no other book like the book of Colossians
that opens up the details of the riches of what Christ is in
this universe. For example, Colossians 1:16 says, “For
[in] Himall things were created. . . all things were created
throughHim and [untoHim.” Also, Colossians 2:3 tells
us thatirHim “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.” It's the “word o€hrist” in Colossians 3:16
that dwells in you. Andin Colossians 3:15it’s the “peace
of [Christ] ” that makes the saints so happy. Throughout
the book of Colossians, it's Christ, Christ, and more
Christ.

In the Colossian believers’ understanding Christ’'s
sufficiency was being undermined. They lacked the full
assurance in their apprehension of Christ so they were
vulnerable to being cheated by the enemy. The subtlety
of intruding influences caused some of the believers to
look elsewhere, other than to Christ. So Paul says in
Colossians 2:2-3, “That their hearts may be [comforted],
being knit together in love, and attaining [unto] all [the]
riches of the full assurance of understanding, [unto] the
[full] knowledge of the mystery of God, [Christ], in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge.” Amen.

We need to know more and more about what Christ
is. We need the portrayal of Him from Genesis to
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Revelation fixed in our understanding. Our minds need
to be renewed to the extent that He is all-inclusive to us.
Christis our moon! Christis ourday! Christis our peace!
Christ is our rest! Christ is our everything! Book after
book, verse after verse, word after word, gives me the full
assurance of understanding. Itis by this that | enter into
a rich enjoyment and apprehension of Christ in my daily
life. For example, when I’'m denied something, Christ at
that moment is my portion. | don’t need anything else,
and | don’t want anything else, but Christ.

Paul declares in Colossians 2:9-20%For in Him
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodiy;and you
are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality
and power.” If God’s estimate of things is centered in His
Son so that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him,
then who am I to challenge God about what is important
in my life? | surely do not want to go after something else
other than Him. Itis God who said that the fullness dwells
in Him. Are we going to challenge God'’s interpretation
of our life? Do we think we need something more than
Christ? A better husband? A better wife? A better job?
A better environment? Better security? We think we
need something more than Christ. Don’t challenge God.
God says, “In Him dwells all the fullness” and not only so,
“you[have been made full] in Him.” What contentment!
What satisfaction! | might be deprived in my outward
circumstances. | might even be tried to the limit, but |
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have a Christ in me who is rich and all-sufficient. He is
my fullness and my satisfaction.

Because Paul knew Christ as his fullness and his
satisfaction, he could be in prison and talk about “always”
rejoicing (Phil. 4:4). He could pray, sing, and praise the
Lord in the midst of suffering because his understanding
was so fulland rich with Christ (Acts 16:24-25). The “full
assurance of understanding” and “the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ” were constantly ushering Paul into
more and more experiences of Christ in his daily life
(Phil. 3:7-8). Thus, we can see that a proper understand-
ing of Christ is crucial. The book of Colossians reveals
that the way our understanding of the unsearchable riches
of Christ can increase is by letting the word of Christ
dwell in us richly (Col. 3:16).

We also need to be enlarged and expanded in our
understanding concerning the mystery of Christ, the
church. In Ephesians 3:3-4 Paul says, “How that by
revelation He made known to me the mystery (as | wrote
before in a few words? by which, when you read, you
may [perceive my understanding] in the mystery of
Christ).” Paul wants us to perceive his understanding in
the mystery of Christ. Again he uses the word “mystery,”
which refers to something that cannot be known apart
from divine revelation. A mystery in the Bible is not
something we cannot know. It is simply something we
cannot know by our natural thought. It cannot be known
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apart from divine revelation in our spirit. That is why the
church in the Bible is not in the category of our thought.
The church is in the category of God’s thought. No one
knows the church, no one can create the church, no one
can explain the church or understand the church. The
church is one hundred percent in the realm of mystery.
That means no one knows the church until God reveals it
(Matt. 16:16-18). This is what we have enjoyed through
the years. The church to us is not in the realm of man’s
choice — my choice, your choice, his choice, their
choice. Itis simply not in that realm.

Salvation is not in the realm of our choice. For
example, there is no salvation in Buddha, there is no
salvation in Confucius, and there is no salvation in the
New Age movement. We know, it's not our choice.
There’s only one name under heaven given among men
whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). This means that
concerning salvation, it is altogether a matter of God’s
choice. And the church is no different. It is also in the
realm of God’s choice. The choice has been made. We
simply see it.

This seeing involves an understanding. In Ephe-
sians 3:3 Paul says, “by revelation He made known to me
the mystery (as | wrote before in a few words).” No doubt
he is referring back to chapters one and two. And thenin
Ephesians 3:4 he says, “(by which, when you read, you
may [perceive my understanding] in the mystery of
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Christ).” We need to enter into Paul’'s understanding.
Paul was given understanding for all believers, as he says
in Ephesians 3:2, “If indeed you have heard of the
[administration] of the grace of God which was given to
me for you.” Paul wants the believers to enter into his
understanding of the mystery of Christ. When we read
about his understanding in Ephesians chapter 2, we see
that when Christ died on the cross He made the Jew and
the Gentile one. He broke down the middle wall of
partition, creating the two peoples in Himself into one
new man, and reconciled both in One Body to God. Paul
shows us that the mystery of Christ is the church, His
Body. And he wants us all to enter into his understanding.
So we need to understand Christ is everything, and we
need to understand that the church is simply the expres-
sion and testimony of a Christ who is everything.

B. The Proper Meaning of Understanding

It is so wonderful to have such a thorough under-
standing of the church as the Christ, and to see that this
understanding comes by the Word of God. We have seen
the need for the full assurance of understanding. Itisn’t
enough to merely hear these things, but we need to
actually understand them as well. And the understand-
ing, in the divine concept, is something related to Christ
Himself.
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All proper human understanding is understanding
with Christ as the focus and centrality (Col. 1:16-17);
otherwise, the word understanding is only a borrowed
term. According to God'’s creation and His Word, the
only genuine, proper understanding is to understand
everything in Christ, from Christ, through Christ, and
unto Christ. Without this, you have no understanding.
You don’t understand your life. You don’t understand
anything properly. Unless you see Christ, you only have
the husk of an understanding. He’s the kernel of all
understanding. Understanding from God’s point of view
is to enter into His thoughts about everything — about
creation and His purpose. So, for any of us as human
beings, the proper understanding is that we see Christ as
all and in all. That's understanding. This comes from
having our minds renewed.

Let us see how the Lord used the Scriptures to show
that He is the focal point of all understanding. In Luke 24,
as the Lord was with the disciples on the road to Emmaus,
He was talking with them, yet concealing Himself. And
then He unveiled Himself. He said to théht'O foolish
ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken!?® Ought notthe Christto have suffered
these things and to enter into His glofyAnd beginning
at Moses and all the Prophets, He [explained] to them in
all the Scriptures the things concernktighself” Notice
that He explained the things concerntlignself

118



There’s only one way to study the Scriptures, and
thatis to come to the Scriptures to see Christ. If you come
to the Scriptures to study the Bible, to simply get Bible
knowledge, like I did in Bible college and seminary, you
don’t see and you don’t understand the Scriptures. You
may have Bible knowledge, but what links everything
together? The Lord opened the Word from Genesis
through Malachi, clearly showing the disciples the things
concerning Himself — that He was the focus of all the
Scriptures.

InLuke 24:32, after the disciples’ eyes were opened,
they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within
us while He talked with us on the road, and while He
opened the Scriptures to us?” A burning heart comes
when we can take the Bible and talk about Christ and
apply Christ. It is the understanding of the Bible with
Christ as the focus that causes our heart to burn.

Again in Luke 24:44-45 we read, “Then He said to
them, ‘These are the words which | spoke to you while |
was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which
were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their under-
standing, that they might comprehend the Scriptures.”
Their understanding was opened when the Scriptures
were opened with the focus on Christ. It was not just
Bible study, not just completing a lesson, but opening the
Word to unveil Christ and to see Christ (John 5:39-40).
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Not only was the Lord focused with His handling of the
Scripturesto reveal Himself from Genesis to Malachi, but
also the apostle Paul was very focused in his ministry. In
Ephesians 3:8-11, Paul summarizes his ministry with two
things: preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ and
making all men see the church as the administration of the
mystery of Christ. In other words, Paul, in his ministry,
was focused on Christ and the church. His focus was
taken right out of the heart of God. It was hidden there.
Paul makes this clear in Ephesians 3:9, which says, “And
to make all people see what is the [administration] of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been
hidden in God who created all things through Jesus
Christ.”

God had something hidden in Himself that He didn’t
make known for a long time. This may be considered as
God’s suppressed desire for the universe (Rom. 16:25-
26). This desire is wholly focused in Christ. Paul
understood this focus, and thus his ministry never devi-
ated from making known the unsearchable riches of
Christ through the church (Eph. 3:20-21).

When we see the focus of Christ in this universe
according to the Lord’s use of Scripture and the apostles’
ministry, it is quite clear that the church is just Christ!
What else could the church be? If“Christis alland in all,”
as Colossians 3:11 says He is, then the church, even
logically, must be Christ. Understanding the church as
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Christ is very simple when we see that Christ is the
centrality of the church, the content of the church, the
reality of the church, and the expression of the church.
When we understand the church as Christ, this
understanding will issue in a focused daily life with many
experiences of Christ. Thisis the meaning of Paul’s word
in Colossians 2:2 related to having the full assurance of
understandingntoan experiential knowledge of Christ.
This experiential knowledge of Christ is knowing Christ
increasingly as our relationship with everything.

C. Being Unsettled by the Wind of Teaching

Without the proper and adequate understanding of
the church as Christ we will be subject to being blown
about by the wind of teaching. When Paul speaks of the
wind of teaching in Ephesians 4:14, he puts it between
two verses that direct us solely to Christ. He say3iill
we all come to the [oneness] of the faith and [of] the [full]
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Chif¢hat we
should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried
about with every wind of [teaching], by the trickery of
men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to
deceive,™ but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up
in all things into Him who is the head — Christ.” In these
three verses the stressis upon the believers being progres-
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sively reduced to Christ (v. 13) and growing up into Him
in all things (v. 15).

Believers today are very much tossed about with
various winds of teaching. When we don’t have or
understand the proper focus of Christ, we are always
subject to distracting and even heretical things. These
winds and distractions are very unsettling to our souls.
For example, Acts 15:24 says, “Since we have heard that
some who went out from us have troubled you with
words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You must be cir-
cumcised and keep the law’ — to whom we gave no such
commandment.” Legalistic teachings and tones are not
focused on Christ and are always unsettling to our souls.
This is due to a wind of teaching. Only being rooted and
grounded in Christ Himself can save us from these kinds
of things. We need to have the same value system that the
triune God has in this universe — Christ.

It is Christ that must be our emphasis and our
atmosphere. If something else comes in and replaces
Christ, regardless of how good it may be, it is a wind of
teaching. Itmay be a good teaching from the Bible, it may
be a particular practice, it may be a gift of the Spirit, it may
be an emphasis upon a gifted person — whatever it may
be — it will have the effect of unsettling your soul.
Anything that brings us down to a level lower than Christ
is not the church. The church is always Christ in its
emphasis and focus.
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With the full assurance of understanding that Christ
isalland in all, we are solid, just like a rock. Nothing can
change or influence us. We are not left to blow in the
wind, wondering what direction we should take. Our
course is set and our way is clear, because we are under
revelation. Itis not a matter of speculation, negotiation,
or experimentation. Christ and the church is a matter of
revelation. Revelation motivates us! Revelation is our
leading! Revelation is our mandate! Once we see the
revelation of the church as Christ, that very revelation
becomes a mandate to practice the church life on this
earth (Eph. 1:9-10). We have no choice. Indeed, the
revelation is referred to by Paul as “the [command] of the
[eternal] God” (Rom. 16:25-26). The command is made
known for the obedience of faith. This is the ultimate
issue of understanding the church as Christ—that we rise
up to gather together with the saints to experience a rich
Christ for the church life.

II. Revelation and Practice
A. The Real Nature of Division
Now we need to understand the reality of the church
in relation to our practice of the church. The practice of

the church should be based upon the revelation that the
church is Christ; otherwise the result will be division.
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Paul knew that the division in the church in Corinth was
due to the believers’ lack of revelation. Thus, when he
dealt with their divided situation, he did so in a way that
revealed that the church is Christ. In 1 Corinthians 1:10-
13 we read® “Now | plead with you, brethren, [through]
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but
that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and
in the same judgment! For it has been declared to me
concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s house-
hold, that there are contentions among yéWNow | say
this, that each of you says, ‘I am of Paul,” or ‘I am of
Apollos,’ or ‘Il am of Cephas,’ or ‘I am of Christ®® Is
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Orwere you
baptized [into] the name of Paul?” Paul’'s question to the
Corinthians, “Is Christ divided?” exposes the real nature
of division — division is not merely to divide an organi-
zation or a group of people. Division is to divide Christ.
Usually when the problem of division is spoken of
among believers, itis identified as “church division.” In
fact, as we read the above passage in 1 Corinthians
chapter 1, we would logically conclude that Paul would
have said, “Is the church divided?” But Paul deals with
“church division” as “Christ division.” Even while he is
dealing with a problem, he imparts a high vision of what
the reality of the church is. For Paul to ask, “Is Christ
divided?” reveals the real nature of division, on the

124



negative side; and it reveals that Christ is the inner reality
and content of the church, on the positive side.

When we gather together as believers, we need to be
mindful of the real nature of our standing and meeting.
We should not stand on the ground of division. What is
the ground of division? Anything that replaces Christ
Himself. Even to meet around the apostle Paul is to meet
in a divisive way. The church is Christ and Christ alone.
There should not be any name or denomination appended
to Christ. We need to be watchful as we come together as
Christians. When we see that the church is Christ, we
could never stand as a denomination or meet according to
our preferences. Our standing and meeting as the church
must be pure and simple — a standing where Christ is all
and in all (Col. 3:11).

As believers, are we coming together as Christ? Or,
are we coming togetherasr own grouf® It makes a big
difference how we gather together. Paul told the believ-
ers in 1 Corinthians 11:17, “Now in giving these
instructions | do not praise you, singai come together
not for the better but for the worseThe context of this
verse reveals that they were not coming together simply
as Christ, but with parties and factions and divisions
among them. According to Paul’'s analysis of the situa-
tion in 1 Corinthians 11:20, he had to say, “Therefore
when you come together in one place, it is not to eat the
Lord’s Supper.” In other words, Paul was exposing that
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they had nullified the reality of the Lord’s supper by their
improper way of meeting and practicing the church. This
shows us that it is not a small matter to gather as the
church. We must stand and meet according to the
revelation of the Word of God. We meet not jfest
Christ orunder the banner d€hrist, butas Christ!

Paul’s interaction with the saints in Corinth (1 Cor.
1:10-13; 3:3-9, 21-23; 4:6) indicates that as good as Paul,
Peter, and Apollos were, they were never to be the factors
around which to create a church. To meet as the church
in any way other than around Christ is to meet without
revelation and in ignorance. This gives ground to the
flesh and the proud, undealt-with self. Of course, we
should realize that the self is so subtle that even the name
of Christ can be used in a fleshly and proud way. Paul
condemned not only the ones who said they wEPaul
or of Peter orof Apollos but also the ones who said they
were of Christ It seems like a paradox, but when
believers gather together in an impure way, even their so-
called gathering around Christ can be very divisive.

Paul's way of dealing with the problems of the
church in Corinth brought forth revelation and clarity
about how believers should meet together. Paul’s utter-
ance and statement, “Is Christ divided?” at once reveals
the inner nature and reality of the church. Like the
statement in 1 Corinthians 12:12, we see that Christ is
composed not merely of Himself, alone in the heavens,
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but also of all His members meeting on earth. Such a
statement identifying the church with Christ teaches us
that the church does not belong to a worker, a pastor, a
pope, a group of elders, or even the most legitimate of
apostles, such as Paul and Peter. The church is God’s
building in Corinth (1 Cor. 3:9). This means the church
is God’s own property (1 Cor. 1:2; Acts 20:28), and the
only thing that He will own is Christ (Col. 3:11; Gal.
3:27-28)!

The truth that the church is Christ is the reason why,
in the New Testament, the singular term “church” is used
along with the city’s name where the church meets. For
example, to say “the church in Jerusalem” is like saying
“the Christ in Jerusalem.” The church is Christ enlarged
and expressed in Jerusalem. The church in Philadelphia
is Christ expressed in that city, or the churches of Galatia
are Christexpressed in thatregion. InRomans 16:16 Paul
says, “The churches of [the] Christ greet you.” Of course,
Paul is not referring to a denomination called “the church
of Christ.” He is referring to the reality of all the churches
in plurality being an enlargement of Christ. It means the
churches are just Him in their identification and expres-
sion.

That is why over the years | have said many times,
itis not left up to us to name the church. God did not give
us that prerogative. No! We do not name the church, we
see the church. To see the churchis like seeing salvation.
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We do not make it up, create it, or invent it. Salvation is
one hundred percent a matter of revelation from the Word
of God. Our partis to respond by faith and say, “Amen!
| believe!” By this we are saved. Itis the same way with
the church. The church is one hundred percent a matter
of revelation from the Word of God (Matt. 16:17-18;
Rom. 16:25-26). To be the church and meet as the church
is a matter of faith. We simply believe the Word of God,
which reveals to us that the church is Christ. Christis in
you, and you are one of His members. Christis in me, and
| am also one of His members. When we come together
we just need to see this and say, “Amen! | believe.”
Hallelujah! We are all in Christ together and we see it!
The apostle Peter saw the church in this way. The
Jews had received the Holy Spirit, the church was estab-
lished in Jerusalem, and Peter was practicing the church
as he knew it. But the Gentiles had not yet been included
in the church with God’s salvation. Then in Acts 10 we
read of the account of Peter’s divine guidance to preach
the gospel to the Gentiles in Cornelius’ household. As he
stood before them to preach the gospel, the first word out
of his mouth was, “In truth | perceive that God [is not a
respecter of persons]” (Acts 10:34). As Peter continued
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon Cornelius and his
household and interrupted his message. Peter reported
this experience later in Acts 15:7-8 during a council in
Jerusalem:” “Men and brethren, you know that a good
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while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe.
8 So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them, by
giving them the Holy Spirit just as He did to us.” It was
God who chose. In other words, Peter didn't choose,
James didn’t choose, John didn’t choose. Itwas God who
made the choice. Peter saw God'’s choice before his eyes
and all he could do was recognize it. This s the principle
of standing and meeting together as the church. We
simply recognize Christ in one another and gather ac-
cording to God’s choice.

Brothers and sisters, when we see that the church is
Christ, itis for keeps. We are not trying something out to
see if we like it or not. We are not gathering in an
experimental way. We are here for God’s building — the
building that the gates of Hades cannot prevail against.
The church as Christ is for keeps. It is for keeps now in
time and for eternity. Amen! Hallelujah! What a vision!
What a revelation of what the church is! We stand and
meet togethein Christ,with Christ, andas Christ!
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The Church Is Christ

6 » The Sense in Which the
Church Is Christ

[. Inclusion in Christ

We have seen the need that we all have for revelation
and understanding that the church is Christ. We
have also seen several of the scriptural passages where
Paul states so clearly that the church is Christ. However,
in what sense is the church Christ? What does Paul mean
when he says the church is Christ? The following seven
points will help us understand in more detail how it is that
the church is Christ.

First, we must see our inclusion in Christ. Brothers
and sisters, we have all been included in Him. We were
chosen in Him before the foundation of the world (Eph.
1:4). Whenthe Father looks at me, He sees me in His Son.
He does not consider me in any other way. “But of Him
are you in Christ Jesus who became [to] us wisdom from
God: [both] righteousness and sanctification and re-
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demption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Itis of God that | have been put
into Christ. Now, the Father sees me in Christ. He has
included me in Christ. This is why the phrase “in Christ”
is used so frequently throughout the New Testament.
And it is in Christ that the Father graces us. Paul
says, “He has [graced] us in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6). The
word “Beloved” in this verse is not a noun. We would
think “Beloved” would be a noun. Itisratheraverbinthe
perfect tense, which in Greek denotes a present state or
condition. The sense of this verb and the whole verse is
that He has graced us in the One who is right now in a
present state of constantly being loved by the Father. He
is in the process of receiving the flow of love from the
Father and He’s flowing love back to the Father. So we
are being graced in the One who is getting “hit” with all
the Father’s love. All the Father’s love is hitting the Son.
The Son is receiving all the love from the Father and He
has graced us in the One who is being loved. Hallelujah!
When we see this we will quickly lose all our
inferiority complexes. So often we get down on our-
selves. We feel nobody loves us. But, brothers and
sisters, we are the objects of the divine love. The same
love that is directed to the Son is the love that is coming
to me. | am not apart from the Son. 1 am in the Son. And
He has graced ma the One who is now being loved.
Sowhen we sing or pray a little and just exercise our
spirit, we discover that there is liquid love flowing there.
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That liquid love is just the Father and the Son loving
one another right within our spirit. When we sing or
pray, we are merging into their love. We are taking the
“‘on-ramp” into the “freeway-flow” of the Father and
the Son. They are loving one another and enjoying one
another and we have an on-ramp in our spirit to merge
into their love. Hallelujah, there is only one love in this
universe. It's that love that is flowing between the
Father and the Son. Thereis no other love that God has
separately for us. There is only one love. Itis the love
of the Father for the Son. And that love has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
(Rom. 5:5).

John 17:26 says, “And | have declared to them
Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which
You loved Me may be in them, and | in them.” In this
passage, the Lord prays that the love with which the
Father loved Him would be in us! The same love that
is between the Father and the Son is now in us. How
isitin us? The Lord said, “and | in them.” When He
gets into us then the same love is flowing in us.

So, brothers and sisters, we are in Christ. We are
included in this beloved One. You ask, does God love
me? Actually, you need to change your question to,
does God love Christ? You are in Christ. If you are in
Christ, you cannot help but be loved because we know
that God loves Christ. You are in the object of the
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Father's love. Regardless of our condition, we are
eternally the objects of divine lo\and divine grace.

Il. Incorporation into Christ

We also can understand the sense in which the
church is Christ by our incorporation into Christ. The
New Testament tells us that we have been baptized into
Christ (Gal. 3:27-28; Rom. 6:3-4). We have been
“plunged” into Christ. To be baptized into Jesus Christ
simply means that we have been incorporated right into
Him.

The New Testament also tells us that we have been
added to the Lord (Acts 5:14; 11:24-26). This is real
church membership. Today people join churches, sign
doctrinal statements, and are added to the church mem-
bership roll. But there was no such thing in the New
Testament. The book of Acts says that when people got
saved, they were just added to the Lord. So membership
in the Bible is like becoming an arm, a hand, a member of
Christ. We become parts of Him organically. We are
joined to Him in our spirit. He is the Head and we become
His very Body. So we are members of Christ. This is the
real membership. So we can see that we are incorporated
into Christ by being baptized into Him and by being
added to Him. Itisinthis sense of incorporation into Him
that the church is Christ.
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Ill. ldentification with Christ

Another way we can understand the sense in which
the church is Christ is by our identification with Christ.
Believersin the Bible are called Christians. That was not
just a nickname given to them by outsiders. Acts 11:26
says that the disciples were first revealed Christians in
Antioch. The word “revealed” is often translated “called.”
However, the Greek word is best translated “revealed.”
This means that in the church life in Antioch, as Paul and
others were speaking the Word, they received the revela-
tion that they were “Christians,” “Christ ones.” “Christ”
means anointed one. He is the anointed One. And we
have been joined to the Lord. We have been attached to
Him and thus we are Christ ones. The anointing thatis on
the Head is also on His Body. He is anointed and we are
also anointed (1 John 2:20, 27; 2 Cor. 1:21). Hence, we
are identified with Christ by the anointing.

We are also identified with Christ in His death,
resurrection, and ascension (Eph. 2:5-6; Col. 3:1-4; Rom.
6:1-11; 7:4; Gal. 2:19-20; 2 Cor. 5:14-17). We died with
Christ. We were raised with Christ. We were made alive
together with Christ. We are seated with Christ. The
Bible identifies us so absolutely with the Lord. Thisisthe
sense in which the church is Christ.

Then, the apostle Paul says that our bodies are
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members of Christ. “Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of
Christ and make them members of a harlot?” (1 Cor.
6:15). Paul actually deals with the problem of fornication
in the church by elevating the vision of the saints to see
what their bodies actually are — they are members of
Christ. Shall | take my eyes or my ears, which are
members of Christ, and let them see or hear things that are
incompatible with the Lord? Shall | let my feet go places
or my hands do things that are displeasing to Him? My
body is a member of Christ. My body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). And so we can see how our
bodies and our spirits being joined to the Lord are
identified with Him. Thisisthe sense in which the church
is Christ.

We can also see our identification with Christ in our
relating to the saints. We are familiar with Saul’s expe-
rience on the Damascus road and how it says in the book
of Acts that he was persecuting the church. He was
dragging off the disciples of the Lord and delivering them
to prison (Acts 8:3). And then when he was on the
Damascus road he heard the voice, “ ‘Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me?’ And he said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’
And the Lord said, ‘Il am Jesus, whom you are persecut-
ing’ ” (Acts 9:1-5). Just a few verses before it says Saul
was persecuting the disciples. But then the Lord told
Saul, you are persecutiMe. By this account we can see
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such an identification of the church with Christ. When
you persecute a member of Christ, you are persecuting
Christ!

First Corinthians 8:12 says, “But when you thus sin
against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience,
you sin against Christ.” If this realization was really in
our consciousness — that to sin against a brother is to sin
against Christ — how differently we would treat one
another. Brothers and sisters, we are members of Christ.
So we need to keep the precious oneness of the Spirit
between us. God is between us. We are not making up
or manufacturing a oneness. We are sharing in the
oneness of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Their oneness is
in us! We don’t have another kind of oneness.

That is why we have a burden for the brothers here
in the Northwest. My burden is for neither side. | have
no burden to take sides, one against the other. But,
brothers, could we not see that there is a oneness of the
Spirit? Could we somehow keep the oneness of the
Spirit? God is between us as the bond of peace. And the
way you keep the oneness of the Spiritis to keep checking
the monitor of peace. Is there peace? In taking the steps
that you are taking, is there peace? Don't interfere with
the peace. The peace between us is so sweet. The
kingdom is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 14:17). Where there are no other factors
between us, and no legalities being imposed on us, so that
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only Christ Himself is between us — there is peace! It's
called the peace of Christ. And that peace is not just a
good little feeling between us. That peaceis a Person! He
made peace. He Himself is that peace (Eph. 2:14). And
keeping peace is keeping Him, keeping Him between one
another (Col. 3:15). That’s what the church is. The
church is Christ dispensing His peace between us. This
is the sense in which we understand that the church is
Christ.

V. Cohesion in Christ

A further way that we can understand the sense in
which the church is Christ is by our cohesion in Christ.
Colossians 1:17 says, “And He is before all things, and in
Him all things consist.” Or, you could say, all things are
held together in Him. This is a very deep verse because
it tells us that the Lord Himself is the cohesive factor that
causes us to be held together. Whenever we are experi-
encing Christ with one another, there is such a sense of
being glued together. Cohesiveness means that there’s
something sticky. We stick together. There’s a fellow-
ship, there’s a knitting, there’s a bonding. And the
bonding is not just because we agree mentally on certain
things. It's because the Christ within us automatically
coheres and bonds us together. fdé that fellowship,
that joy, that oneness. We are not just detached units by
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ourselves. We are not divided or separated. But there’s
a sense of togetherness. There’s a sense of flow. Whatis
this? It's Christ! It's not just a good feeling. Itis Christ
who is the cohesive factor. He holds everything together.
Hence, we need to experience Him and know Him.
Aswe do, He Himself becomes the holding factor. Notice
how Paul continues from verse 17 into verse 18. After
saying that in Him all things consist, he then says that
Christ “is the Head of the Body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things
He may have [the first place].” This verse shows us the
practical way that we can enjoy the experience of this
cohesiveness. Itis by all of us allowing Christ to have the
first place in all things, to be everything to us, and to be
the center of our being, so that our relationship with one
another is Him. He is before everything. He has the
priority. | don’t handle my flesh. | don’'t handle my
reactions. | don’t handle my resentment. | don’t handle
my hurt. | don’t handle my problems. | don’t handle
myself. I'm not qualified. | simply handle Christ. |
handle Him first. | give Him first place. I'm not qualified
to be my savior. He’s my Savior. He’'s my life. He's my
relationship with myself. He’s my relationship with the
Father. He’s my relationship with sin. He’s my relation-
ship with the flesh. He’s my relationship with the world.
He’s my relationship with the devil. He’s my relationship
with the law. He’s my relationship with all the saints.
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Christ is my life.

So, what is the church? The church is Christ. How
is the church Christ? The church is Christ when the
members, in their daily living, in their relationships with
one another, allow Him to have first place. You're not
qualified to talk back to your husband. You're not
gualified to say those words to your wife. You walk in
spirit. You experience Christwith your husband and your
wife. You are not even qualified to deal with your
failures. You are not qualified to deal with your sinking
feelings of condemnation. Instead, you sink yourselfinto
Christ. You call, “Jesus.” Paul said, “O wretched man
that | am!” (Rom. 7:24). When he said this, he was at the
bottom. He was in the pit. He had failed over and over
again. What he wanted to do he didn’t do, and what he
hated he did. He was a wretched man. Finally, he asked,
“Who will deliver me?” He thenreplied, “I thank God —
through Jesus Christ.” Paul just thanked God through
Jesus Christ. It wakiroughJesus Christ. He was the
means by which Paul handled his own wretchedness.
This shows us that the church is not just a group of perfect
people. Rather, itis a group of failures who handle Christ.
I’m not condoning sin or condoning failure. But we can
handle our failures and condition through Christ. When
we experience Christ in this way, the church is full of the
cohesion of Christ, full of the glue that holds us together.

We can also see our cohesion in Christ by the
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cohesion of the branches. The Lord told us that He is the
vine and we are the branches (John 15:4-5). We are all
attached together in Him in an organic way. And then we
can see our cohesion in Christ by the fact that we are
God’s building (Eph. 2:19-22). Christ Jesus Himself is
the cornerstone of God’s building. In other words, He is
the cornerstone that holds the building together. We are
all stones in God’s building, but He is the cohesive factor
between all of the stones. He’s the holding factor.
Nothing else can hold us. The church is not an organiza-
tion where we all agree on a certain method. That is not
our cohesion. Butitis Christ and our experience of Him.

We have recently purchased a Perfect Bind machine
that perfect binds our books. The first time | used the
Perfect Bind machine, | inserted all the collated pages
into the clamp. The machine milled the pages, glue was
applied to the spine, the book cover was attached, and out
came the book. But when | began to examine the book,
the cover fell off and the pages fell apart.

Immediately | called the technical support people.
They told me that | had not used enough glue. | simply
needed to apply more glue. So | adjusted the knob that
controls the amount of glue, put through another book,
and the cover and pages stuck together. It was perfect
bound. Why? Because there was enough glue! Brothers
and sisters, Jesus Christ is the glue of the church. We
simply need more glue, more of Christ! When all of the
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members experience Christ, there is lots of glue and we
become “perfect bound.” Isn’t that marvelous? He is the
holding factor that binds us together.

V. Participation

Thus far we have seen four points which help us to
understand the sense in which the church is Christ —itis
by inclusion in Christ, incorporation into Christ, identifi-
cation with Christ, and cohesionin Christ. The fifth point
is participation in Christ. This pointis crucial because our
participation in Christ is what makes all the other points
a reality in our experience. Itis how the church is Christ
in reality.

Paul told the Corinthians that they had been called
into the fellowship, or participation, of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ (1 Cor. 1:9). God had called them to participate in
Christ. How do we participate in Christ? Itis by calling
His name, Jesus. When we say, “Jesus,” we participate in
Jesus. His name is the practical handle for us to partici-
pate in Him. And when we participate in Him, we must
realize that we are participating in all the phases of His
existence. The Lord Jesus passed through incarnation,
human life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension.
These are the phases of His existence. And today all these
phases are in the Spirit, who has been poured out like a
flowing river for us to drink. So when we call, “Lord
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Jesus,” we drink the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3, 13-14). And as
we drink the Spirit, we are participating in the phases of
His existence. We participate in His incarnation, His
human life, His death, His burial, His resurrection, and
His ascension. We participate in His life and become
living members of Him. Itis by such a participation that
the church is Christ.

In Romans 6:4-5 Paul says, “Therefore we were
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as
Christwas raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we
have [grown together with Him] in the likeness of His
death, indeed, we will also be in the likeness of His
resurrection.” Years ago | studied this phrase, “grown
together with Him.” I was deeply impressed by Frederick
Godet's remarks in his commentary on Romans. He
states that this phrase “denotes the organic union in virtue
of which one being shares the life, growth, and phases of
existence belonging to another; so it is that the existence,
prosperity, and decay of the branch are bound up with the
state of the stem. Hence we have ventured to translate it:
to be made one and the same plant with Him.” So, we
have become ones joined to Him and growing together
with Him.

Now, all that He has passed through and all the
phases of His existence are for our participation. We can
participate in Him by eating Him (John 6:48-63). And
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when you eat Jesus, you eat His humanity, the glorified
humanity made available as living bread. The manhood
that He lived out was not lost 2,000 years ago. That
manhood has now been put into the Spirit to ever be a
constant supply of bread for us to eat (1 Cor. 15:45). Now
we can eat the thinking of Jesus and the reactions of Jesus
and the choices of Jesus. We can eat His mind, His
emotion, His will. It flows in the Spirit. We all need
another disposition to live the church life. We need the
divine disposition. How do we obtain such a disposition?
It's by feeding on Him in the Word, by calling on His
name, and by drinking of the Spirit.

For instance, | had a wonderful dinner today. |
enjoyed lasagna, tortellini, and for dessert, chocolate
mousse. | participated in all those delicious foods. Itwas
areal enjoyment and so tonight | am really satisfied. But
not only am | satisfied, | am also supplied. When we eat,
we are receiving all the nourishment that is needed to run
the body. In the same sense, the way the church is Christ
is by being a group of people who eat and drink Him, who
participate in Him, who enjoy Him, and are thus supplied
to live by Him.

VI. Transmission

The sixth point that helps us to understand the sense
in which the churchis Christis the transmission of Christ.
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Ephesians 1:22 tells us, “He put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church.”
The phrase t6 the church” indicates a transmission
through the organic union of the Head and the Body. He
is transmitting His life to His Body, the church. He is the
life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45), and all of us have
regenerated spirits. Did you realize that there is a heav-
enly transmission going on? He is transmitting Himself
as the Spirit into all of our spirits. He has been installed
in each of us. Itisjustlike this room. This room has been
installed with electrical wiring. Somewhere nearby is a
power plant that is transmitting electricity to the wiring
that is installed in this room. Now, to turn on the lights
and enjoy the “good” of the electricity, we only have to
flip the switch. You justturn the switch on, and you enjoy
the benefits of transmitted electricity into this room.

All of us, brothers and sisters, have been installed
with God. There is a transmission of the divine life into
our spirits. So, our partis just to turn the switch on. And
the switch is our mouth. You just open your mouth. The
Bible tells us to be filled in spirit by speaking, singing,
and giving thanks (Eph. 5:18-20). As we speak, sing, and
give thanks, there is a transmission, and the church is
filled up with Him. This is how the church is Christ.

Then, there is the transmission of love in the Triune
God (John 17:21-26). We have already seen that there is
acurrent of love between the Father and the Son. And that
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flow of love between the Father and the Son is the same
love that is being transmitted to us! It is wonderful to
know thatin this universe there is only one love. We don’t
have any love for God. We might think we have love for
God, but in ourselves, none of us have any love for God
(Rom. 3:10-11). Every bit of love in us toward God is
God. Perhaps you feel you don’t have that much love for
the Lord. You find your heart loving the things of the
world. Butletmetellyou, ifthere is even allittle bit of love
within you, a little bit of desire for the Lord, thiatthe
Lord. Take that little bit of love, baby it, nourish it, and
let it grow. Just tell the Lord, “Thank You for this little
bit of love. It's You, Lord. The love in me for You, even
if i's so small, is You. Itis God.” There is one love.
And that one love has been poured out into our heart
(Rom. 5:5). That's why we don’'t work up love. We
cannotbe lovingin ourselves. We need to getinto another
kingdom, another realm, where the divine love is flow-
ing. We need to be born again. When we are born again,
we see the kingdom and we enter into the kingdom. We
enter into the realm of the divine love. Our spiritbecomes
joined to the Lord so that we are joined to the transmission
of divine love between the Father and the Son. So right
inside of you is the love of God (John 17:26). It'sin you.
To experience this transmission of divine love, just go
home, get on your knees, and start thanking Him for
everythingin your life. Thank Him for every problem.
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Thank Him for every impossibility. Thank Him that all
things are working together for good to those that love
God (Rom. 8:28). Just startloving Him and start thanking
Him. After a short time, the tears will come down, and
you will begin to merge with the divine life and love that
is within your being. That life is so thankful. It's so
thankful to the Father. That life knows how to suffer. It
knows how to pass through difficulties. That's why the
Bible talks about entering into the fellowship of His
sufferings (Phil. 3:10). It's not gritting our teeth and
hoping for a better day. It's participating in the satisfac-
tion and the contentment of His life (Phil. 4:11-13).
Nothing outwardly changes, but inwardly, you are joyful
in God. And God is enough. You say, “Thank You,” to
the Lord, and there is a wonderful transmission of life and
love. That's how the church is Christ.

VIl. Continuation

The final point that helps us understand the sense in
which the church is Christ is the continuation of Christ.
Acts 1:1 says, “The former accountl made, O Theophilus,
of all that Jesus began both to do and teach.” You have
to notice the word “began.” Luke wrote both the Gospel
of Luke and the book of Acts. When Luke wrote the book
of Acts, he started out by referring to the “former ac-
count.” This “former account” is the Gospel of Luke.
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Then Luke says that he wrote an account in his Gospel of
all that Jesubeganto do and teach. This means that the
Gospel only records what Jefiegganto do. The book of
Acts records what Jesaentinuedto do. However, He
continued not as an individual Christ, but as an enlarged
Christ, as the corporate Body of Christ. The Lord Jesus
enlarged Himself with many members. And in the book
of Acts all can see Him preaching the gospel and going to
the Gentiles. It's the enlargement and continuation of
Christ (Matt. 28:18-20; Eph. 2:17).

We can also see the church as the continuation of
Christin Colossians 3:10-11. Itsays, “and have putonthe
new man who is [being] renewed [unto] full knowledge,
according to the image of Him who created him, where
there [cannot be] Greek and Jew, circumcision and
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, freeman, but
Christ is all and in all.” This new man is simply the
continuation of Christ. When we are persons who are out
of the old creation, and are not related by nationality, by
social standings, by religious backgrounds, but are re-
lated by Christ who is all and in all, then there is the new
man. And the new man is the continuation of Christ.

How do we put on the new man as the continuation
of Christin a practical way? Paul tells us in the following
verses: “Therefore, as [God’s chosen ones], holy and
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, [lowliness],
meekness, longsuffering; [bearing one another], and for-
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giving one another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as [the Lord] forgave you, so you also
[forgive]. But above all these things put on love, which
is the bond of perfection” (Col. 3:12-14).

To have the bond of perfection, to have a perfect
relationship, does not mean that you and | are perfect.
Perfection in the Bible refers to one thing — the perfect
love of God. That's perfection. Of course, we know that
in our marriages, and in the church life, we're all imper-
fect people. We make mistakes, we offend one another,
we oftentimes neglect one another unwittingly. We do
things without even knowing what we've done. Some-
times we even hurt people intentionally. So, how canyou
have a perfect church? What is a perfect church? A
perfect church is simply where there are fallen sinners,
who have weaknesses and failures, but who at the same
time enjoy the perfect love of Calvary flowing among
them. The bond of perfection is the love of God flowing
between us. So, in the church life, eventually there will
be things that you will be unhappy about. You will be
disappointed over things that did not go the way you
expected them to. Perhaps you might say, “This is not
what | thoughtitwas going to be.” That's right. Whatyou
need now is to touch the source of the perfect love of God
(2 John 4:11-12, 16-17). You start calling and enjoying
God. There’s His forgiveness, there’s His kindness,
there’s His forbearance. And when the flow of the love
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of God is between us, that’s the building. That’s Christ.
We’'re being built up in love with one another.

Paul's word in Ephesians 4:15 tells us that we
should speak, or hold, the truth inlove. We should notuse
the truth like a hammer over each other. Sometimes there
are imperfect situations in the church life, but there’s a
factor between us, and that factor is the perfect love of
God. With the love there is the peace. Immediately
following the exhortation to “put on love” as the bond of
perfectionin Colossians 3:14, Paul goes on to say in verse
15, “And let the peace of [Christ arbitrate] in your hearts.”
This means, let that peace rule. Let that peace make
decisions. Don't overstep the peace. So often, we want
to put somebody in their place. We have a complaint, and
our complaintis right. But, Paul does not add, If anybody
has a complaint, go to someone and see who is right and
who is wrong on this point. He says that if you have a
complaint, forgive, grace one another. Because so many
times, even if we are right, our flesh is so involved. Our
vindictive nature, which likes to put people in their
places, is being expressed. But just sink yourself again
into the liquid flow of love between the Father and the
Son. When all the members do this, the church life is
perfect. Because there’s a perfectlove. Love one another
the way Christ loves you. That's the church, and that’s
how the church is Christ. Oh, may He show us the church
is Christ in all these rich ways!
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7 The Reality
of the Church as Christ

nce we see the sense in which the church is Christ,

we need to see the reality of the church as Christ.
Many verses in the New Testament confirm the objective
truth that the church is Christ. However, the Greek word
aletheiatranslated “truth,” includes not only the thought
of objective truth, but the subjective reality of that truth.
Thus, in this chapter we need to consider the factors that
reveal the reality of the church as Christ.

I. The Centrality of Christ
A. Christ Having the First Place
For the church to be the reality of Christ expressed
on this earth, the saints need to know Christ as the
centrality of all things. Colossians 1:15-18 unveils the

truth concerning the centrality of Christt “He is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn [of] all creation.
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% For [in] Him all things were created that are in heaven
and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All
things were created through Him and [unto] HifAnd

He is before all things, and in Him all things consi&t.
And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things
He may have the [first place].” These verses clearly point
to the centrality of Christ in the universe. Inverse 15 and
16a, His centrality is related to all of creation. Inverse 16,
His centrality is related to the means through which the
universe came into being, and to the purpose of the
universe, since all things were created “unto” Him. In
verse 17, His centrality is related to His having priority in
time over all things, as well as to His present intrinsic
presence that holds the universe together. Inverse 18, His
centrality is related to His being the Head of His Body, the
church. All of these points unveil to us just hosntral
Christ is in this entire universe.

Experiencing the centrality of Christ in our lives is
essential for Him to be the reality of the church. Practi-
cally, this centrality is worked out by our giving Him the
first place in all things. This means that we do not initiate
things and matters in our lives. Our mind, emotion, and
will are not the initiators in our living. We do not think
on our own, feel on our own, decide on our own, choose
on our own, go on our own, stay on our own. In
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everything He has the first place! I'm not qualified to
initiate anything. I'm not qualified to speak; neither am
| qualified to issue a rebuke! In everything He must have
the first place! This is how His centrality is worked out.

| must give a word of personal testimony about my
speaking here in Seattle concerning Christ being the
church. Inwardly, I have the full assurance that He has the
first place in my speaking. He is the centrality. My firm
conviction is that Christ is all and in all. Because of this,
| come here to ask one question, where is Christ? Where
is Christ in dealing with the problems among the saints?
| have become aware of some of the problems here. 1 am
burdened to fellowship with all of you that the church is
Christ. We must give Him the first place in all things.
Christ must be the centrality of solving our problems.

For the church to be Christ we must hold fast to the
Head in the midst of trials and problems. Itis in this kind
of environment that we need to learn to touch Him and be
oriented to Him. He must be our point of reference in
relating to all things. When we give Him the first place
by holding Him firmly in our spirit, He grows in us, and
we grow up into Him. As we are all growing up into Him
in this way, the church is just Christ.

Christ is the centrality of all things by our actually
giving Himthe first place. To do sois to stand on the same
ground as the Father. It is the Father that recognizes
Christ as the centrality of all things. Don’t dispute with
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the Father. We don’t dare to think differently from the
Father. The Father has already made the decision about
Who is the centrality in this universe. The Father made
Christ to be everything by making Him the firstborn of all
creation. The Father has caused the fullness of the
Godhead to dwell in Christ bodily. The Father said, “This
is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt.
3:17). Oh, brothers and sisters, we must see that the
Father has put His stamp of approval on His Son. He
wants His Son to be the source of all things. Don’treason
and dispute in your small, feeble thinking, that you are
going to have the first place in your life or in the church.
No! Christ has the first place. We must let Him be our
relationship with all of our affairs by calling on His name
and submitting to His inner authority. As we let Him
transmit Himself into us, He infuses us with His life and
virtues. In this way, He is the centrality and He has the
first place. This is how the church is Christ.

B. Christ in the Realm of Resurrection

Another crucial matter is that the reality of the
church as Christ is in the realm of resurrection. To see
this, we must read John 2:14-27°And He found in the
temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the
moneychangers doing busine¥3/Nhen He had made a
whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with
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the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers’
money and overturned the tablé&sAnd He said to those
who sold doves, ‘Take these things away! Do not make
My Father’s house a house of merchandiserhen His
disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for Your
house has eaten Me up.’”

Just consider the Lord here with His reaction to all
the false things in the Father’s house. He made a whip of
cords and then He overthrew the false things. Why?
Because He was eaten up with zeal for the Father’s house.
The false things were deceiving all the people about what
the Father's house was. So, the Lord Himself went
through the temple to upset the whole situation. Now, if
you and | were there, what would you say about the Lord?
Was He a bad man? Was He mean? Was He doing
something out of Himself? Of course, none of us would
charge the Lord this way. But, here was the Lord. Why?
Because He was in the realm of resurrection, eaten up
with the zeal fothe realityof the Father’s house.

Immediately following the Lord’s purging of the
temple, verse 18 says, “So the Jews answered and said to
Him, ‘What sign do You show to us, since You do these
things?’” The Jews were always asking political kinds of
questions. Their questions and talk were filled with
ulterior motives. They were not pure in their asking for
a sign. When we do something in the realm of resurrec-
tion, we are often confronted by religious people with
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their political talk and impure motives. |told some of the
brothers here that | am not in the realm of politics,
discussion, or debate in regard to why they went to court
against their brothers. Neither am | on the level of taking
sides. I'm notin that realm and will not come down to that
level. | only want to remain in the realm of resurrection
where there is fellowship in the Spirit, where Christ is all
andin all. Letus talk in away in which we can find Christ
in all the saints! There’s no place for politics in the church
life. I'll only talk to you about your heart, about your
spirit, about your attitude, about whether you're presently
ready to forgive seventy times seven. I'll only talk to you
about whether you will allow Christ to be your relation-
ship with your brothers and drop your court orders and
injunction against them. | told the brothers to drop it. |
was not asking them to drop it, or negotiating with them
about dropping it. | was exhorting them to drop it. This
is Christ. This is not politics.

When the Jews asked for a sign, Jesus answered
them in verse 19 by saying, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days | will raise it up.” In other words, the Lord’s
answer to political questions was not to come down to that
level, butto remain in the realm of death and resurrection.
They asked for a sign, and the sign the Lord gave them
was a word about destroying Him through crucifixion so
that He would be the raw material for resurrection life to
come forth. Hallelujah!
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Again, | must testify that the enjoyment and the
sense of flow and anointing that I'm enjoying in these
days here in the Seattle area in resurrection life is due to
our having been destroyed for seven years. In coming
back here, I didn’t have an opinion or thought about doing
anything in this area. In fact, for the last seven years we
have stayed away from divisive speaking that would
undermine a servant of the Lord’s ministry. The whole
church in Scottsdale, with all the saints, is very positive.
Neither do we allow zealous brothers from other locali-
tiesto come and impose one man’s ministry in animproper
way (1 Cor. 4:6). If some compel others to follow “the
ministry” in amore absolute way, thisis to actin the flesh,
apart from Christ (1 Cor. 3:3-5) and to bring a Judaizing
atmosphere into the church. However, if they would drop
their imposing attitude and behavior, preserving the at-
mosphere of freedom, then the Spirit would be between
us, and we could have fellowship in Christ.

Brothers who are here in the meeting, who have
come with any other motive than just to enjoy Christ, are
like the spies in Galatians. Inthe book of Galatians they
were called spies. They came to spy out the freedom that
the saints had in Christ Jesus (Gal. 2:4). Brothers and
sisters, there’s a freedom here! There’s an enjoyment of
the Spirit! The reality of the church is here with this
Christ who raises us up in resurrection. John 2:20 says,
“Then the Jews said, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build
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this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?’ ”
Again we see how the Jews were always in the realm of
their reasoning mind trying to figure out another realm
they knew nothing about. The Lord was speaking in one
realm and the Jews were reacting in another realm.
Verses 21 and 22 say! “But He was speaking of the
temple of His body?? Therefore, when He had risen from
the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this
to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word
which Jesus had said.” For the Lord to raise the temple
of His body in three days, refers to His physical body. But
we also realize that He has a spiritual body, which we are.
We are the members of His Body, the church; and in
resurrection, we have all been raised together with Him.
So, when we speak about the church being Christ, we are
speaking of the realm of resurrection. This realm is a
realm of life out of death. Itis life that has gone into death,
passed through death, and come out of death victoriously.
It is this resurrection life that is the reality of the church
today. This reality is Christ Himself.

So, whatever we have passed through where some-
thing apparently was destroyed — that's part of the
process for the Lord to perfect the church, and bringitinto
the realm of resurrection. There must be some destroy-
ing. There must be some sad things that happen. There
must be some with sad faces, like those leaving Jerusalem
in Luke 24 walking on the road to Emmaus. These
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disciples had thought that the Lord was going to redeem
Israel. They were disillusioned, disappointed, wonder-
ing, Why did all this happen? Let me say, that's as it
should be. In verse 15 the Lord comes alongside them.
He’s right there. And in verse 17 he asks them, “What
kind of conversation is this that you have with one another
as you walk and are sad?” And then they related to Him
all the things that had happened in Jerusalem concerning
Jesus, and how they had thought He was going to be the
Redeemer. Then, in verses 25 and 26 He s&ys0O
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spokeri¥ Ought not the Christ to have
suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” In other
words, don’t you know that there is a suffering part, and
it is the suffering part that leads to the glory of resurrec-
tion? The destroying part is for the raising-up part!
Many of you, a few years ago, were disappointed.
You thought this was the church. But some things
happened in such a legalistic way that it virtually de-
stroyed the church life we had experienced in Seattle.
Many could not take the Judaizing element that invaded
the local churches. From the Judaizers’ point of view,
among the saints there was not an absolute oneness with
“the ministry.” Everything not “one with the ministry”
was considered by them as divisive. Actually, prior to
this there was no division among us; but this sinister
Judaizing attack created the problem of division. And
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then the same Judaizing attackers turned around and
blamed the division on co-workers, elders, and saints
who just wanted Christ and the church with a supply from
the ministry in a normal way. This was the situation in
1986, and it is still the existing situation that God has
allowed to become a destroying factor for many. But,
brothers and sisters, if we are rooted in God’s economy,
then we all have to admit that this had to happen. We are
“always” bearing about in our bodies the dying of the
Lord Jesus. We are “always” handed over into death for
Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus would be made manifest
in our mortal bodies (2 Cor. 4:10-11). “For Your sake we
are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter” (Rom. 8:36).

The way that the church is in the reality of Christ is
in the realm of resurrection. And the way that we
experience death should be in the realm of resurrection
life (Phil. 3:9-10). In that life we are in the fellowship of
His sufferings — not the burden or bitterness of His
sufferings, but the fellowship of His sufferings. Then the
church is sweetened with Christ, not living with hurt,
bitterness, and anger. We must all throw “the tree” of the
cross into our bitter waters (Exo. 15:23-25). Whenwe do,
those bitter waters become so sweet. There is nothing
sweeter than the taste of the realm of resurrection. The
church is Christ in this realm.
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[I. The Lord Building “Upon This Rock”

The reality of the church as Christ is where the
centrality of Christ is, and where the Lord Himself is
building the church “upon this rock.” The Lord opens up
the significance of building “upon this rock” in Matthew
16:13-18: ** “When Jesus came into the region of Cae-
sarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘Who do
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’So they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophetsHe said to them, ‘But
who do you say that | am? And Simon Peter answered
and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’
17 Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father who is in heavéihAnd | also
say to you that you are Peter, and [upon] this rock | will
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevalil
against it.””

Peter’s confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God,” is a confession that is both definite and
singular: He is uniquelheSon, and He is thenly Son,
distinct and particular. The Lord responded to Peter’'s
confession by saying that what he saw was revealed to
him by the Father, and that he did not receive this
revelation by flesh and blood. Although these verses and
utterances are familiar to us, we may have overlooked the
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real impact of them on our Christian lives. To make a
confession based upon revelation that Jesus, the Son of
Man, is the Christ, the Son of the living God is to be a
person who is reduced, focused, and centered upon one
Person. It is a confession that Christ is the unique
anointed One — He is the One appointed to live out the
Father’s life, do the Father’s will, and accomplish all
things in God’s economy. To confess that Jesus Christis
the Son of the living God is to acknowledge Him as the
One who has the approved relationship with the Father, as
well as the proper relationship with all things, both
negative and positive. This confession is an all-inclusive
utterance concerning the Christian life. Itis a confession
that recognizes that Christ is all and in all.

Immediately following Peter’s revelation and con-
fession, Jesus said, “And | also say to you that you are
Peter, and [upon] this rock | will build My church.”
Peter's name in Greek etros which means “rock.”
And the Greek word for rock in the phrase, “upon this
rock,” is petra Both words are derived from the same
root word for rock.

Among Bible teachers there are various interpreta-
tions of what the “rock” means. First, the Roman Catholic
church says that “this rock” refers directly to Peter. They
do have a ground to say this, because etymologically the
Greek wordgetrosandpetrabelong to the same root
word. Some dictionaries attempt to differentiate between
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the words by saying thaetra (rock) means a massive
rock or boulder, angetros(Peter) refers to a small piece
of rock that is broken off of the massive rock or boulder.
Although there is some ground to make this distinction,
the evidence is not conclusive.

The Roman Catholic Church has taken their inter-
pretation and falsely applied it to Peter, designating him
as the first pope, the head of a hierarchy of cardinals and
bishops who oversee an international religious institu-
tion. In other wordsPeteris the rock, the pope, upon
which the churchis ostensibly built. They say thatto have
historical continuity with Peter, you need to be part of the
Roman Catholic Church, because Peter is the rock upon
which the church is built, and he was the first pope of
Rome.

Second, the Protestants interpret this verse to mean
that “this rock” refers tethe confessioof Peter Thus, it
is Peter’s confession of Christ that becomes the rock upon
which the church is built. Of course, this interpretation
has the biblical context as support and should be part of
our understanding of the proper meaning. The Protestant
interpretation has crystallized in the phrase “the confes-
sion of faith.” This phrase is often used to refer to the
significance of the “rock” upon which the church is built.

Other good Bible teachers have brought out a third
pointin connection with the meaning of the phrase, “upon
this rock.” They say that it the revelation of Petghat
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constitutes the rock upon which the church is built. In
other words, Peter’s confession was based upon a revela-
tion from the Father, as Jesus said in the immediate
context. This interpretation must also be included in the
proper understanding of what the rock is, because verse
17 mentions that what Peter confessed was a revelation.

Finally, a fourth point concerning the meaning of
the “rock” is presented by many teachers of the Word.
This point simply emphasizes that the rockCisrist
Himself Itis based upon sister verses like 1 Corinthians
10:4, which says that the “Rock was Christ” and 1 Peter
2:8, which refers to Christ as “a stone of stumbling and a
rock(petra)of offense.” Obviously, this interpretation is
accurate according to these confirming verses.

Thus, we can conclude that all four of the above
interpretations are right, from the angle in which they
approach the passage. In other words, we should receive
the light that all four understandings shed upon the
significance of “this rock.” First, to say tig¢ter himself
is the rock reveals that the building of the church is with
the saints themselves as “living stones” (1 Pet. 2:5). The
Lord is not building a house made of material things. The
Lord’s building is a spiritual house made up of the saints
(Heb. 3:6). Thisis nota “mansion” in the sky. We all are
the materials of the building (1 Cor. 3:9). Second, surely
the church is built upon owonfessiorof Jesus as the
Christ, the Son of the living God. Itis this confession and
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declaration that opens the way for the Lord Himself to do
the building of the church. Confessing and declaring
Christ is the rock upon which He builds. Thirdly, this
confession is not something originating from flesh and
blood, but comes from threvelationof the Father (Matt.
11:27). FourthlyChrist Himselfs the Rock upon which
the church is built. “Unless the Lord builds the house,
they labor in vain who build it (Psa. 127:1).

What constitutes the full meaning of “this rock” is
the saints making a confession of Christ Himself as
everything out from the realm of revelation. This “revela-
tion/declaration of Christ,” to coin a phrase, is the factor
for the church to be Christ in reality. Such a declaration
of Christ as “this rock” proceeds from our spirit of
revelation, which sees Him as everything. It is unique,
simple, and available for all of us to utter — “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.” When we declare this
in our daily life we are saying, “You are the qualified
One! Youare my allinall' You are the One who has the
relationship with the Father! You are the One who has the
relationship with the saints. You are the One who has a
relationship with the law, the flesh, the self, the devil,
condemnation, and sin. Lord, You are the Christ, the
appointed One to become my relationship with all things.”

In the presence of this kind of revelation and decla-
ration, the Lord seized the opportunity to say to Peter,
“upon this rock, | will build My church.” In other words,
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it was as though, in that brief declaration — “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God” — Peter summarized
every forthcoming truth in the entire New Testament
about the all-sufficiency of the indwelling Christ. Thus,
to confess “You are the Christ” means, “You're revealed
in me. You're everything to me. You're living Your life
in me. You're my relationship with all things — with the
Father, sin, the self, the flesh, the world, the devil, the law,
and all the saints.” To declare, “You are the Christ,” is
saying, “I'm nolonger living to myself. I’'m no longer my
point of reference. Lord, You are! You are! You are!”
This becomes our constant confession in our daily lives,
and this is the “rock” upon which the church is built.
With this confession we drop our self as the source
of our living. We drourdecisionpurchoice purview,
ourway, and we take Christas our allinall. Thenthe Lord
has the “rock” upon which to build the church. When we
are persons constituted with this revelation and confes-
sion in our daily living, we bring in the reality of “this
rock” upon which the Lord will build His church that the
gates of Hades will not prevail against. The Greek word
for “prevail” implies a struggle; nevertheless, even with
the struggle, the gates of Hades is not going to be strong
enough to overpower the building of the church. Why?
Because, in your weakness and in your frailty you do not
refer yourselfto yourself anymore! But with your mouth
you declare, “Jesus, You are the Christ!” With your
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thoughts, with your feelings, with your reactions, with
your considerations, you inwardly experience this One
by saying, “You are the Son of the living God!” That’s
saying, “Lord, You know how to live. 1 don’t know how
tolive. I'mjustabranchinYou asthe Vine. Without You
| can do nothing!” That's the significance of saying,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!” And this
kind of declaration coming from this kind of revelation is
the rock upon which Christ builds His church in reality.

| would like to say to all the brothers in this area who
have taken their brothers to court — drop everything.
Tell the Lord that He is the Christ, the Son of the living
God. Let Him be your relationship with one another.
Consider how Paul handles relationship problems be-
tween the saints. In 2 Corinthians 2:7-11 he saySp
that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up
with too much sorrow# Therefore | urge you to reaffirm
your love to him? For to this end | also wrote, that | might
put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.
© Now whom you forgive anything, | also forgive. For if
indeed | have forgiven anything, | have forgiven that one
for your sakes in the [Person] of Christlest Satan
should take advantage of us; for we are notignorant of his
devices.” In these verses dealing with a sinful brother,
Paul forgives in the Person of Christ. It's not a matter of
personal feeling. It's a matter that Christ is my forgive-
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ness toward the brothers! You have to tell your feelings,
“Come on feelings, you have to catch up with my Person,
because my Personis Christ. Feelings, you may still have
some lingering hurts and resentments about the past; but
sorry feelings, you have to follow my Person.”

| talked to one of the leading brothers in Seattle
concerning their initiating a lawsuit against their broth-
ers. |told him that | wanted to share with the saints that
Christ is our relationship with one another, but he kept
bringing up the past. He kept bringing up that there was
not such a good feeling among the brothers about certain
events that happened in the past. | said to him that he
needed to help the brothers to drop the past and forgive.
| told him definitely that if he knew how to shepherd the
church, he would bring the saints out of the realm of their
reasoning mind to Christ and forgiveness. Let the peace
of Christarbitrate. Then|said, “If you do that, then Christ
is between us. Christis our relationship with each other.
Christ is the church.” | said to him that it's not a matter
of negotiating, or discussing who is right or who is wrong.
It's a matter of the government of the kingdom. | told
him, “I refuse to negotiate.” Brothers and sisters, we're
Christians! We’'re not politicians. I'm just here with
Christ, not political maneuverings. Our Christ must be
our relationship with the brothers, and that means total
forgiveness and forgetting of the past.

To say, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
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God,” is not a mere doctrinal confession. Itisto say, You
are the Christ forgiving the saints. It's saying, You are the
Christ that died to sin. It's saying, You are the Christ that
died to the flesh. It's saying, You are the Christ that loves
the saints. It's saying, You are the Christ where there is
no condemnation. I'm not a condemned person anymore
because I'm not qualified to take any condemnation! God
didn’t leave me in myself. He put me in Christ Jesus!
Now there is no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus!
You are the Son of the living God, so You are my
relationship with the Father! I'min His love. I'm in His
joy. I’'m notimitating His love. I'm not imitating His joy.

| have the actual joy of Jesus in me! It is revelation that
causes me to make these declarations about Christ, and it
is “uponthisrock” that the Lord builds His church.

lll. Getting Satan out of Our System

The reality of the church as Christ is altogether
where the centrality of Christ is and where there is
revelation and declaration concerning Christ as the Rock.
Now we must ask, how can this happen in our own being
and among us? Letme tell you how. We have to get Satan
out of our system. Apart from Christ occupying us, Satan
is in our system! That means Satan is in our mind. Satan
is in our soul. For Christ to be the reality of the church,
we need to eject the Enemy out of our system. The
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Enemy, not any person, is the attacker of the church. Our
battle is not against flesh and blood; it is against the realm
of the Enemy. And he is in the system of individuals who
have not allowed Christ to be their relationship with all
things.

We see Satan in Peter’s system as we continue to
read in Matthew chapter 16. Verses 21-25 gd¥;rom
that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He
must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be
raised again the third day2 Then Peter took Him aside
and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You,
Lord; this shall not happen to You¥* But He turned and
said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense
to Me, for you are not [setting your mind on] the things of
God, but [on] the things of mert*Then Jesus said to His
disciples, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Wieor
whoever desires to save his [soul] life will lose it, and
whoever loses his [soul] life for My sake will find it.” ”

To follow the Lord, according to verse 24, is to
follow Him for the building of His church. He wants us
to follow Him in the reality of the church life. For this we
need to deny ourself and take up our cross and follow
Him. We also need to lose our soul-life for His sake. To
lose our soul means losing our soul as the initiator! Lose
setting your mind on the things of men. Lose it! Take Me!
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You'll find your soul when you take Me as your relation-
ship with all things. Your relationship to yourself is Me!
Lose yourself; don’t find yourself. When you lose
yourself to find Me, then you will really find yourself in
a proper way.

For the church to be in the reality of Christ, we need
many experiences where we start to do something out of
ourselves and then we stop ourselves by calling on the
name of the Lord. By this we bring our being back to
Christ. We sink back into our mingled spirit. We stop
ourselves from initiating, thinking, acting, deliberating,
and bring ourselves back to Christ as our source. At that
point, we lose our soul-life. The more we lose our soul,
the more Satan comes out of our system, the more Satan
cannot destroy the church through our undealt-with mind
and opinion. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God” . .. “upon this rock I will build.” That means, you
must take Christ as everything.

When Peter took the initiative to rebuke the Lord
concerning His going to the cross, the Lord looked at him
and said, “Get behind Me, Satan.” That means Satan was
in Peter’'s system. He was occupying Peter’s soul. This
iswhere the problems and division inthe churchreally are
— in our undealt-with soul.

Satan will be ejected out of our system if day by day
and hour by hour we do not initiate anything, but lose our
soul-life to find it in Him. When the self initiates things,
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Satanis unrestrained in his attack on the church. We must
all learn not to initiate! Don’t live! Don’t reason! Don't
even introspect yourself! Just say, “You are the Christ!
The Son of the living God!” Then, like Peter, we will
learn to eject Satan out of our system, and our indepen-
dent, undealt-with self will not be Satan’s door into the
church.

The reality of the churchis Christ. We all must learn
to experience Him in a genuine way so that He is our
centrality and our Builder. | offer this fellowship to the
brothers here from Bellevue and Seattle. | say it to all of
us. I love all the brothers, and | have no personal feelings
against anyone. | mean it. But | feel like the Lord has
charged me to speak frankly to you that the church is
Christ. 1 have not had any plan or strategy to do anything
inthis area, but once | heard that the brothersin the church
in Seattle were taking their brothers to court, then |
became fully burdened to come here and plead for har-
mony and oneness. If the brothers refuse to hear this
word, then we have no choice but to identify their practice
as sectarian and unworthy of the kingdom of God. | trust
the Lord’s mercy and grace to be over us all. | told the
brothers, let us not repeat history. Church history has
already done these kinds of things. Let us experience
Christ together through all our problems; then the church
will be the reality of Christ. Anyway, I'm so happy that
our Christ is here to stay. Amen! The church is here to
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stay! There will be building among us more and more,
and we trust it will spread. The Lord will do something
to shame His enemy and glorify Himself. He loves
harmony and oneness in the peace of Christ. Amen.
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The Church Is Christ

8 » Handling Everything
with Christ

. How the Father Handles the Universe

tis a wonderful thing to realize that the Lord builds the

church with brothers and sisters that handle everything
in their daily life with Christ. Christ is our relationship
with every item in our lives, whether inward or outward.
But God’s intention that everything would be handled
with Christ does not just extend to us. Have you ever
realized that even thieather Himselhandles the entire
universe with Christ? Even the Father does not touch the
universe apart from Christ. Let us see this marvelous fact
from the Word.

A. In His Eternal Plan with His Good Pleasure

It is so enlightening to see that the Father handled
His eternal purpose, His plan, and the good pleasure of
His will with His Son. It was by His Son and with His Son
that He handled His eternal plan. Ephesians 1:3-4 says,
3“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places in Christ,just as He chose us in Him
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before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without [blemish] before Him in love.” The Father,
in eternity past, chose us to be before Himin love. He put
us in His Son, His Beloved, in order that we could be
before Him without blemish in love. This is how the
Father in eternity past began to handle the universe.
Before the universe was created, the Father was at the
“drawing board” considering all those that would be in
His family and that would be part of His eternal habitation
for eternity. And what came out was an eternal plan that
had everything to do with His Son. God did not come
forth with a plan that was apart from His Son. The
Father’s plan was in Christ. And the Father chose us in
Christ.

Verse 5 continues, “having predestined us to [son-
ship through] Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will.” It was the Father’'s good
pleasure to handle His eternal plan with Christ. God’s
good pleasure is to have many sons. He has predestinated
us for this. But God has done it all through Jesus Christ
and through His redemption. Itis by His one unique Son
that God gets His many sons.

B. In Creation

The Father also handled the creation of the universe
with Christ. Colossians 1:15-16 says;He is the image
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of the invisible God, the Firstborn [of] all creatidghFor

[in] Him all things were created.” Christis the Firstborn
of all creation, and in Him all things were created. When
the Father handles and touches the universe, He doesiitin
and through Christ. He doesn’t touch one thing in this
universe apart from Christ. He created everything in
Christand through Christ. Verses 16-18 contifdti&;or

[in] Him all things were created that are in heaven and that
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and [unto] Hirf.And He is before

all things, and in Him all things [coheré}And He is the
Head of the Body, the church, who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.” Praise the Lord!

Brothers and sisters, do you see it? The Father
handled creation, He handled the universe, with Christ.
He didn’t touch anything apart from Christ. The hymn
written by Augustine, “All Creatures of Our God and
King,” expresses it so well. The first two lines of the
hymn say, “All creatures of our God and King, lift up your
voice and with us sing.” All of creation has to praise the
Lord. Letthe sun, letthe stars, let the moon, let the grass,
let the trees, let everything cry out, “Praise the Lord,”
because all of creation has the stamp of Christ uponit. Of
course, | do not mean this in a pantheistic sense. | do not
mean that the trees are God, or the rocks are God, as itis
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taught in pantheism and in the New Age movement. But
the entire creation has the stamp of Christ on it because it
came through Him and it is unto Him.

Oh, brothers and sisters, do you see how the Father
feels about His Son? Even the Father would not handle
the universe apart from Christ. This indicates how deeply
the Father feels about His Son. When Peter said, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God,” the Lord re-
sponded, “flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
My Father who is in heaven.”

In other words, Peter received the revelation of how
the Father feels about the Son. He is the Christ, the Son
of the living God! Get out of your well. Get out of your
problems. Get out of your own thinking, and come over
to the Father’s side. Come on over, and let’s stand and
look from the Father’s point of view. Let’s look and see
how He feels about His Son. If you would just say from
your spirit, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God,” God’s Spirit will witness with your spirit. You will
be taking the Father’s testimony, the Father’s viewpoint,
about His Son. The Father’s value of His Son is so high
that He would not handle creation apart from His Son.

John 1:3 says, “All things [came into being] through
Him, and [apart from] Him [not one thing came into being
which has come into being].” Just consider this state-
ment: “and [apart from] Him [not one thing came into
being which has come into being].” Not one thing! The
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Father did not do one thing apart from Christ! Should we
be any different from the Father? The Father handles
everything with Christ.

C. The Father’s Feeling about His Son

A brother once wondered if the Father was feeling
bad because we were talking so much about Christ. But,
let me tell you how the Father really feels. What the
Father is saying to us is, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). The Father’s
testimony about His Son just points us to His Son. And
if the Father is handling everything, touching everything,
doing everythingvith Christ,throughChrist,by Christ,
and unto Christ, what right do | have to handle one
thought, one depressed feeling, one anxiety, one reaction,
one fleshly desire, or one thing in my life apart from
Christ? Oh, brothers and sisters, if all of us would rise up
in our daily life and agree with the Father’s testimony and
just say, “You're the Christ,” what a difference it would
make! As we touch Him, handle Him, and apply the
Spirit, then it's upon “this rock” — this confession, this
declaration, this revelation — that He builds His church.
It is no longer a synagogue, but a church, an assembly, a
group of called-out ones becoming the testimony of
Jesus.

Oh, it is so marvelous to see the Father’s feeling
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about His Son. The Father revealed His own feeling
about His Son to Peter. Peter got into the Father’s
viewpoint and saw the Father’s estimate and value of
Christ. He is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Hebrews 1:1-2 says,“God, who at various times
and in different ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets? has in these last days spoken to us [in the]
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through
whom also He made the [universe].” Some versions
translate the word “universe” as “the ages,” which is also
acceptable. He made all the universe and all the ages
through Christ. Then verse 3 says, “who being the
[effulgence] of His glory and the [impress] of His [sub-
stance], and upholding all things by the word of His
power....” Here we see how the Father made everything
and upholds everything in the universe through Him. |
just reduce all these words to one thing: the Father
handles everything with Christ.

D. The Father’s Testimony Concerning His Son

Then in Matthew 11:27 we can see the Father’s
testimony about His Son. He says, “All things have been
delivered to Me by My Father, and no one [fully] knows
the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone [fully] know
the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son wills
to reveal Him.” So here is a clear statement — no one
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knows the Son but the Father, and no one knows the
Father but the Son. This means that we cannot know the
Son apart from the revelation of the Father. We cannot
know the Father apart from the Son revealing Him. In
other words, this is a close-knit relationship. And this is
the only relationship in the universe. And it is this
relationship that has become a gift of eternal life to all of
us. So when | receive Christ, the Spirit of God’s Son
comes into my heart crying, “Abba, Father.” | begin to
know the Father the way Jesus knows the Father. | begin
to know how to be an object of love and grace and mercy.
| begin to know how to receive the love of God again and
again and again. I'm in the beloved One. | have been
graced inthe beloved One. I'm getting showered with the
love of God because I'm in the Son of God. Hallelujah!
Do you have any personal problems? Do you have
any inferiority complexes? Just come and let us talk
about you in Christ and Christ in you. Just keep saying,
“You are.” In every problem and every situation, just say
“You are.” The Lord Jesus told the Jews that He was the
“I AM” (John 8:58). Whatever we need, He is. Hence,
we can say to Him in our daily life, “Lord, You are. You
are peace. You are patience. You are endurance. You are
power. You are faith.” Just keep saying, “You are.”
Now let us consider 1 John 5:9. It says, “If we
receive the [testimony] of men, the [testimony] of God is
greater; for this is the [testimony] of God which He has
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testified of His Son.” In the church meetings, we always
give testimonies about Christ. A brother or sister will
stand up and give a testimony. Well, God stood up one
day and gave a testimony. The Father’s testimony was
about His Son! It says in this verse, “this is the [testi-
mony] of God that He has testified concerning His Son.”
Then verse 10 says, “He who believes [into] the Son of
God has the [testimony] in himself.” When we believe in
Christ, we receive in our spirit the testimony of the Father
about the Son. The Father not only spoke from the
heavens when Jesus was baptized in water (Matt. 3:17);
He not only spoke when Jesus was transfigured (Matt.
17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35); He not only spoke when
Jesus was on the cross through that centurion who said,
“Truly this was the Son of God!” (Matt. 27:54); but the
Father also has a testimony about His Son that is currently
preserved and flowing in the Spirit. And when we are
reduced to Christ and say, “Jesus,” believing into Him,
we then have the Father’s testimony in ourselves. When
we simply cry, “Abba, Father,” His Spiritis testifying and
witnessing with our spirit that we too are a child of God,
an heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ! (Rom. 8:15-
17). We get the Father’s testimony in ourselves. We get
the “Yes” of the Father. We get the “Amen” of the Father
(2 Cor. 1:20). And so, brothers and sisters, just reduce
your life to saying, “You are.” Every time we say, “You
are,” we are agreeing with the Father, and we are enjoying
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the Father’s testimony.

Notice that John says, “He wihelievedinto] the
Son of God has the [testimony] in himself; he who does
not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not
believed the testimony that God has given of His Son” (1
John 5:10). This means that we really believe He is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. We really believe He
is everything. It means that we embrace Him as our
relationship with everything, and we get the testimony in
ourselves. We may not have our problems solved out-
wardly, but we have the joy of the Holy Spirit flowing
within our being. We’re so happy. We are like Madame
Guyon, who was imprisoned for many years in the
Bastille in France. She said that God had placed her like
a little bird in a cage for her to sit and sing to Him every
day. She said all the stones in the Bastille were like rubies
to her because she was enjoying Christ as her everything.
We can enjoy God in the same way, experiencing Christ
as our everything. But if we do not believe God’s
testimony that Christ is everything to us, that He is the
Son of the living God, and we think that we must do
something ourself, then we make God a liar, because we
have not believed in the testimony which God has testi-
fied concerning His Son.

Verse 11 continues, “And this is the testimony: that
God has given us eternal life.” He gave to us eternal life.
Eternal life is not some substance or some commodity.
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Eternal life is the person of God Himself. “And this is
eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God,
and Jesus Christwhom You have sent” (John 17:3). What
is eternal life? It is not some ticket we are holding.
Eternal life is our relationship with the Father and the
Son. ltis that current of life between the Father and the
Son in the flow of the Spirit. Eternal life is that current
which has been flowing for eternity between the Three in
the Godhead. And He has given to us Their relationship.
He has given to us Their flow. He has put within us Their
reciprocal relationship One with Another. He has in-
cluded us in that flow, because we are the Body of the
Second in the Godhead. We are the Body of Christ. He
is the Head, and we are the members. He is the Anointed,
and we are the anointed ones. He is the Christ, and we are
the Christians. We are one with Him in our union with
Him. Then 1 John 5:11-12 say$! “And this is the
testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life
is in His Son*?He who has the Son has [the] life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have [the] life.” Do
you have the Son? Hallelujah! Then we have the life, the
eternal life.

And then John saysinverse 13, “These things | have
written to you who believe [into] the name of the Son of
God, that you may know that you have eternal life.” We
can know we have eternal life. How? Because the
Father’s testimony concerning His Son was not just a
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historical event 2,000 years ago when the Father spoke
out of the heavens at the river Jordan (Matt. 3:13-17). It
is so wonderful that the Father’s testimony about His Son
is now in the Spirit, and when | say, “You are. You are
the Christ. You're the One living for me now, Lord. Live
inme. | refuse to handle this, Lord. | refuse to live apart
from You. Without You | can do nothing. I'm just a
branch drawing and absorbing from You,” His Spirit will
be constantly bearing witness within me and testifying,
“Yes, yes, that's right.” Because this is how the Father
handles everything. He handles it all with His Son. And
now we too can live handling everything the way the
Father does — in Christ, through Christ, and unto Christ.

| trust that this kind of fellowship will ignite a
different daily life for all of us! I trust it will change our
lives, change our schedules, change our priorities, change
our giving, change our loving, change our time in the
Word, change everything! Instead of living in our habits,
inour tradition, in our preferences, in our flesh, and by the
current of the age, let us live in this Person and just keep
saying, “You are, Lord. You are my livingtoday. You are
my schedule today. I'm going to prioritize my life
according to You.”

lI. Handling the Church with Christ

A. Handling the Mysteries of God
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We have seen thus far how the Father handles the
universe with Christ. We now want to see how the church
is to be handled. According to the clear revelation of the
Word, we are to handle the church with Christ. The
apostle Paul said, “Let a man so consider us, as servants
of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor.
4:1). We know that the two great mysteries that Paul
handled were the mystery of God, which is Christ (Col.
2:2), and the mystery of Christ, which is the church (Eph.
3:3-10; 5:32). And we must also see that Paul did not
handle these mysteries in aloose or commonway. He did
not handle the churchinjustany way that he pleased. Paul
was a servant. He was a steward. This means that he was
in complete subjection to His master, the Lord Jesus. He
could nottouch the church inanatural way. He was under
a vision that he had to handle the church in Christ and
according to Christ.

B. Handling Our State of Perfection

We also must see that to handle the church, we
must be handling a state of perfection. In our relation-
ships with one another, we are handling a state of
perfection. You might ask, “What do you mean? We
are not perfect. We have along way to go.” However,
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we must see from the divine point of view that we are
in a state of perfection. Let us consider John 17:21.
The Lord Jesus said, “That they all may be one, as You,
Father, are in Me, and | in You.”

The kind of oneness that the Lord is speaking of
here isnot an organizational or negotiated oneness. Itis
the very oneness between the Father and the Son. Then
the Lord continues in verse 21, “that they also may be one
in Us.” ltis like the Lord is saying “Once they’re in Us,
Father, everything will be solved. If they can just be
brought into Us, Father, they will then participate in Our
oneness. We have no problems, do We, Father?” “No,
We have no problems,” the Father replies. The Father,
the Son, and the Spirit are absolutely one. Their oneness
is a continual flow of liquid love. The Father loves the
Son and the Son loves the Father in the current of the
Spirit. Now the Lord’s prayer is that we would be brought
into Their oneness, Their love. There is only one love in
this universe. It is not a matter of our love. Even as
Christians, we have no love within ourselves. No, there
is only one love. It's the love of the Triune God that has
been deposited right within us. We just need to recognize
it. The love of God is in me for you. The love of God is
inyou for me. We have been broughtinto the Triune God,
and Their relationship has been brought into us.

Then verses 22 and 23 s&3/,And the glory which
You gave Me | have given them, that they may be one just

186



as We are onée?l in them, and You in Me; that they may
be [perfected into] one.” This word “perfected” in verse
23 could unsettle us. It seems as though this verse is
saying that we must labor and struggle to arrive at a state
of perfected oneness. But, actually, this is not the case at
all. The tense of the word “perfected” in the original
Greek textis crucial in understanding the proper meaning
of this passage. Infact, itis the tense in Greek that brings
to us an astounding revelation about what the Lord is
saying here. “That they may be perfected” is in the
perfect tense in Greek. It could also be translated “that
they may be brought into a state of perfection.” Kenneth
Wuest's translation of the New Testament emphasizes
the tenses of the verbs. Itis an excellent translation and
captures the meaning of the perfect tense in John 17:23.
His translation says? “I have given them, in order that
they mightbe one even as we are éhEin them and You

in Me, in order that they, having been brought to the state
of completeness with respect to oneness, may persist in
that state of completeness, to the end that the world might
be understanding.” We have been brought into a state of
perfection, of completeness. The oneness that we have
been brought into is the perfect oneness between the
Father and the Son. When He says, “l in them and You
in Me” — that is the perfection right there. That is the
state of perfection. We have been brought into Them to
participate in this perfect state of oneness.

187



HanthegdEvecyihéaghvigh Christ

This is why Paul says, “Keep the [oneness] of the
Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). To keep the
oneness of the Spirit is to keep the oneness of the Triune
God. Itis a serious thing to cut off a brother or to reject
a saint, especially over such matters as eating meat or not
eating meat (Rom. 14:1-17), or emphasizing and exalting
one brother above another brother in the ministry of the
Word (1 Cor. 1:12). To draw lines and to demarcate the
saints based on these kinds of matters is a very sober and
serious thing. You are touching the oneness of the Father
and the Son. You are touching the state of perfection that
we are all in! Itis so serious! If we could feel how the
heavens feel, we would realize that to touch the oneness
among the saints is to touch God.

Brothers and sisters, we have been brought into a
state of completeness. We have been brought into a state
of oneness. Do not tell me to get into the oneness. | am
already in the state! Thisis a state of perfection. Now, we
can persist in this state of perfection by keeping the
oneness.

C. Handling Christ as the One Continuously Being Laid
Finally, let us look at 1 Corinthians 3:10-12°
“According to the grace of God which was given to me,

as a wise master builder | have laid the foundation, and
another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he
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builds on it. ** For no other foundation can anyone lay
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Again, we
need to study the original language to understand the
tense of the verb in verse 11. The phrase, “that which is
laid,” should literally be translated “that which is being
laid [present tense].” This foundation, which is Jesus
Christ, is presently and continuously being laid. Thistells
us that the Lord Jesus Himself is the living foundation of
the building of the church. The foundation is not merely
the doctrines of Christ. In the past, our understanding of
the foundation of the church may have been more in a
doctrinal mold. Even to say that the church was founded
here many years ago, and that Christ was laid as the
foundation, is still deficient. When Paul touched this
matter he did not use a past tense. He did not ségid”|
Christ as the foundation in that locality many years ago.
| presented all the apostolic teaching about Christ. There-
fore, the foundation was laid.” We must see that Christ
as the foundation of the church is not merely a doctrinal
matter. Do not substitute mere doctrine, or even the
apostles’ teaching, for the Person of Christ Himself.
When Paul says, “No other foundation can anyone lay
than that which is being laid,” it means that presently, in
the experiences of all the saints, the foundation of the
church is the ever-living Christ who is continuously
being laid. If we do not experience Him as our foundation
rock, if we lose the experience of Christ, then where is the
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foundation of the church? If we relate to one another in
ourselves and in politics, then there is no foundation. In
fact, you cannot have the ground of the church if you have
no foundation. The ground of the church is automatically
nullified if you do not have the One who is “being laid.”
So | ask, this week has Christ in our experience been the
rock to us? Is He being laid? He is the ever-living, up-
to-date, present foundation of the church. He Himself is
the chief cornerstone. Do not substitute doctrine, teach-
ing, or past experiences for Him. He must be our portion
today, and then the church is Christ.

When we refuse to handle our depression, our fail-
ure, or our condition by ourselves, and instead tell Him,
“You are the Christ. You know how to get people out of
holes. You know how to pull me out, Lord. You know
how to take me on, Lord,” then the Lord is there! You just
keep interacting with Him. You handle everything with
Christ. He responds to that. He loves that. Then He is
with us, and the church is Christ.
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The Church Is Christ

9»  Nullifying Christ

n the New Testament there are many words that reveal

to us that the church is Christ, but there are also many
words and examples that show us that we can nullify
Christ and the reality of the church. If we are persons who
do not handle Christ and experience Him, then we will
nullify the reality of what we say we believe. When
Christ Himself is replaced by anything, then the church
no longer expresses Him. Church history is filled with
examples of seeking saints and of movements that began
with a fresh revelation and experience of the Lord, but
then fell into substitutes and replacements for Christ.
Many of the denominations today come under this cat-
egory.

Reality in the spiritual realm is present whehrist
Himselfis living and present among us, for He is reality.
Reality simply does not exist apart from Him (John 14:6;
15:5). In this chapter we need to review the kinds of
things revealed in the New Testament that not only
nullify Christ, but nullify the reality and practice of the
church.

I. Losing the Atmosphere of Freedom

One of the chief things utilized by Satan to nullify

192



Christ is an atmosphere of legality. This kind of atmo-
sphere can subtly creep into the church. This was one of
the primary problems that invaded the church life in the
New Testament. The Gospels are filled with accounts of
the scribes and Pharisees who nullified the Word of God
by their tradition and detailed legalities (Mark 7:6-9).
The book of Acts does not cover up the fact that the
church in Jerusalem was replete with “believers” who
were zealous for keeping the law (Acts 21:20). Many of
the Epistles were written due to the battle with Judaizers,
who were going about to spy out the believers’ freedom
in Christ (Gal. 2:4). From the New Testament days until
this hour, Christ is nullified when the church loses the
atmosphere of freedom.

The apostle Paul addresses this problem in Gala-
tians 5:1-5. The New American Standard Version has the
better translation for verse 1: “It was for freedom that
Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not
be subject again to a yoke of slavery.” In other words,
Paul is saying that it is for the express purpose of an
atmosphere of “freedom” that Christ died on the cross to
setus free. Freedom in this verse is a state or atmosphere
thatbelieversareto live in. Indeed, Paul exhorts the saints
to “keep standing firm” in this blood-bought freedom. To
lose this freedom is to be brought again into a yoke of
slavery. Paul continues in verses 28ndeed I, Paul,
say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will
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profit you nothing 2 And | testify again to every man who
becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole
law. * You have become [discharged] from Christ, you
who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from
grace. 5 For we through the Spirit eagerly wait for the
hope of righteousness by faith.”

For Christ to no longer “profit” us and to be “dis-
charged” from Christ means to nullify Christ. By speaking
in this way Paul brings out the serious consequences of
losing the atmosphere of freedom. An atmosphere where
saints are beingompelledto conform to a spoken or
unspoken standard or practice is what constitutes the loss
of freedom (Gal. 2:3; 6:12). The saints had lost that
precious freedom that preserves the atmosphere where
the love of God can freely flow — from God to man, from
man to God, and from man to man. In order for this flow
to be preserved in all its sweetness, we must preserve the
atmosphere in which it can happen.

This means in the church life there always must be
an atmosphere of freedom where the love of God is able
to flow among us. Love cannot and does not flow where
there is no freedom. When love doesn’t flow, Christ has
been nullified (cf. Gal. 5:2, 4 with verse 6). Where there
is law, where there is obligation, where there is a legal
mind-set, it not only chokes the flow of love, it makes it
impossible for love to happen. For example, if | tell my
wife, “You mustlove me. | am your husband. | am your
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head, and therefore yooustiove me.” The more | talk

to my wife in this way, the more | make it impossible for
her to love, even if she wanted to. How couldfshely

give love when | am over her demanding it? Love needs
the atmosphere of freedom in order for it to exist. If
freedom is not the atmosphere in our relationships, Christ
and love are nullified. To love God and to love one
another requires the atmosphere of freedom.

This is why it is so serious for the law to come into
the church in any form. It kills the ability of the Spirit to
be released and the ability of the divine love to flow. This
happened among the Galatians. When the saints were put
under a yoke of slavery, they discovered that they not
only lost the love between themselves (Gal. 5:14-15), but
they were also biting and devouring one another. They
were “consuming” one another because the freedom was
lost.

By observing Paul’s interaction with the saints in
the New Testament letters, we can see that he was always
careful to speak in such a way that the liberty of the saints
was preserved (Philem. 12-14; Rom. 1:11-12; 2 Cor. 8:7-
8). Study the fine points in Paul's dealing with the
churches, and you will see a relationship between an
apostle and the saints where freedom was maintained.

Brothers and sisters, for freedom Christ set us free!
We are all here willingly, not because aaveto be here.

No! Thereis no forcing or compelling here. There are no
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unspoken or hidden agendas. There’s not an “expected
way” to meet or practice the church. Whether this way or
that way, as long as Christ is not nullified, we are all
happy to be in the reality of the kingdom of righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). We are
not here with “formed ideas” and “concepts,” even about
the scriptural way to practice the church. It's not that
anything is wrong with the scriptural way concerning the
gathering of believers. But what is more importatités
waythese kinds of things are handled, because it deter-
mines whether the atmosphere of freedomis preserved or
lost. If freedom is lost, then Christ is nullified, and the
Spirit cannot operate. Spiritually speaking, everything
comes to a halt, even though, outwardly speaking, the
meetings and activity of the church life continue.

The apostle Paul was very much aware of the
implications of practicing anything that would put people
under the law. Thisiswhy he had to rebuke Peter publicly
for withdrawing from fellowship with Gentiles at Anti-
och. Peter’s withdrawing was due to his fear of “those
who were of the circumcision” (Gal. 2:11-21). Appar-
ently, Peter was just under a little pressure to conform to
some racial and cultural differences as a Jew. But
actually his way of behaving was building up a legal
system all over again under the guise of the gospel (Gal.
2:18). It needed Paul to draw out the serious and far-
reaching consequences of Peter’'s practice. The
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foundational principles of the gospel — freedom, justifi-
cation by faith, being co-crucified with Christ, dying to
the law, Christ living in us — all were being threatened.
And the resultant atmosphere of freedom based on these
foundational principles was at stake. In other words,
Christ was nullified. In fact, Paul brings out the ultimate
result of Peter’s legal practice — the grace of God is set
aside and Christdied invain (Gal. 2:21). Thus, we can see
that when the atmosphere of the law (in whatever form it
may appear) replaces the atmosphere of freedom, Christ
Himself is nullified and the church is no longer Christ in
reality.

[I. Christ Not Profiting Us

In Galatians 5:2 Paul knows he is making a crucial
statement about the secret of experiencing Christ, so he
draws attention to it in a special way. He starts out by
saying, [Behold] I, Paul, say to you that if you become
circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.” With the
word, “Behold,” we get the impression that Paul knew
how important the atmosphere of freedom was to genu-
inely experience a living Christ. To be circumcised or not
to be circumcised does not determine whether Christis in
you. Paul does not deny the fact that the Galatians were
Christians. This was not his point. His burden was that
Christ would profit the believers in the realm of their
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experience. Thevaythe practice of circumcision was
brought in among them was the focus of Paul’s concern.
The way was a “compelling” and a “forcing” of a prac-
tice, which caused the atmosphere of freedom to be
destroyed. Christ cannot profit us if we are under a
religious system that compels and forces us.

Actually, Paul's concern was not even over the
practice of circumcision. His concern was oventiag
circumcision was being handled by the Judaizers. For
example, at one point in his ministry, Paul took Timothy
with him as a co-worker and had him circumcised for the
sake of not offending the Jews (Acts 16:3). Thatwas an
occasion of not abusing freedom for the sake of love and
not becoming a stumbling block to any (Gal. 5:13-14). Of
course, it was perfectly acceptable to be circumcised
under those circumstances. However, on another occa-
sion Paul refused to have Titus circumcised because it
involved the practice of circumcisiom a way that
destroyed the freedom of the gospel (Gal. 2:3-5). Why
did Paul act differently toward circumcision on those
occasions? Itwas not because he was opposed to circum-
cision as such, but because he was oppostttwvay
circumcision was being handled by the Judaizers. Paul’s
use of the word “compel” in Galatians makes this clear.
The way circumcision was promoted and handled brought
with it an atmosphere of fear and intimidation (Acts 15:1,
24). ltisthatatmosphere that nullifies Christ.
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If Christ can be nullified in experience, surely the
church life can also be nullified. In 1986 we passed
through a church experience similar to what happened to
the Galatians. Brothers began to talk about a new move
or turn that the Lord was taking among us. Some of the
points they brought up were good, and even scriptural.
Butthe wayit was applied and enforced so destroyed the
atmosphere of freedom among us that some brothers and
sisters could no longer go into the meeting place. The
reality of the Spirit was replaced with zealousness for a
new way. Paul refers to this kind of zealousness in
Galatians 4:17 and 6:13%" “They zealously court ypu
but for no good; yes, they want to exclude ybat you
may be zealous for them . ¢ For not even those who
are circumcised keep the law, Ity desire to have you
circumcised that they may glory in your flésh

When the proper atmosphere of freedomis replaced
with a forcing and compelling atmosphere, Christ no
longer profits us. This means Christis of no use to us. He
is of no supply to us. There is no practical advantage of
having Christ. This is what happens when He is replaced
by the law. When this happened in our experience, we
didn’t know how to act or behave. We didn’t know what
to do with ourselves in the meeting. The new turn or way
was very much centered on how to have a proper meeting.
The way things were handled put many into a straight
jacket. Personally, | did not know how to operate in that
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kind of forced realm. It was like somebody tried to put
Saul’'sarmoronme, and | justdidn’tknow how to manage
it. But later, when we were removed from that atmo-
sphere, I, so to speak, put my track shoes back on. | do
know how to run with my track shoes. In other words,
give me back my spirit and a living touch with the Lord,
and | can function again and share Christ with all the
saints. Amen.

[ll. Shutting Christ Down

Paul's word in Galatians 5:4 is very strong concern-
ing how we can shut Christ down in our lives. He says,
“You have become [discharged] from Christ, you who
attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from
grace.” To be discharged means “brought to nought from
Christ,” “be separated from Christ,” or become “idle in
relation to Christ.” Again, this does not mean we lose our
salvation. Butitdoes mean, according to the Greek word,
katargeq to nullify and put out of operation.

In my Macintosh computer | have what is known as
“the system folder.” This folder is the key to the operation
of allmy Mac-related programs. If the system folderis up
and running, then everything else runs fine; but if some-
thing goes wrong with the system folder, everything on
my computer shuts down. Eventhough | have many good
programs that can do a lot of things, if the system folder
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is damaged in any way, then nothing works for me. Inthe
same way, ifyou and I come under the law in any form and
are brought again under a yoke of slavery, we are dis-
charged from Christ and He is nullified in our experience
and practice.

This word from Paul in Galatians is helpful to all of
us. It perhaps helps to explain our experiences in the past,
when under certain situations, we felt like the Lord was
virtually absent from a place. The atmosphere of freedom
was lost. Christ was nullified. This word will also
preserve us as we go on together in the church life in the
coming years. May we always maintain the blood-
bought atmosphere of freedom for the full enjoyment of
Christ, that the church would be in the reality of Christ.
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The Church Is Christ

10 » Escorted to Christ

I. The Need to Be Measured
and Escorted to Christ

he highest revelation of the church is to see that the

church is Christ! This is how the Father sees the
church. This is how the apostles saw the church, and this
is how we should see the church. The vision of the church
as Christ is truly a heavenly vision. This vision reduces
us to Christ and becomes the governing factor controlling
our daily life. Thus, we will be escorted to Christ over and
over again.

In order to be a person escorted to Christ, we need to
see in the Bible the divine principle of measurement that
governs God's relationship with man. God works with
fallen man on the basis of this principle. First, He
measures man according to His standard. Then, this
divine measurement becomes a demand upon man. This
demand, in turn, reveals man’s shortness and failure.
Finally, man’s realization of his failure is intended by
Godto escort him to Christ. In other words, the measure-
ment and the subsequent demand of God is for one thing
— to lead us to Christ to experience Another life.
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God desires to be man’s life-supply. The way He
fulfills this desire is by first measuring man to expose his
shortness; second, by this measuring He escorts man out
of his own resources into God Himself as his boundless
supply.

Thus, in God’s economy the measuring Word of God
is always intended to produce a standard beyond man’s
ability and capacity. Indeed, God’s Word with its divine
measurement and high demand, which far exceeds man’s
natural capacity, is the same Word that escorts man to
God Himself over and over again. Itis this principle that
we see governing God’s relationship with fallen man,
both in the Old Testament under the law and in the New
Testament under the higher demand of the law revealed
in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5—7). Thus, we can
say thatman’s extremitybecome$od’s opportunity

A. The Demand of the Law

The demand of the law pushes man beyond his
capacity. It exhausts him of his resources. When the law
makes its demand upon the flesh, the flesh cannot do it.
This failure results in a sense of discouragement within
fallen man. He is discouraged because of his inability to
measure up to the law of God. Of course, according to the
principle of measurement, this is precisely what God
intends to produce in man. Indeed, that weak feeling of
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inability and our discouragement over it become God's
way of escorting us to Another life!

This principle of measurement is addressed by the
apostle Paul in Galatians 3:21-2#%: “Is the law then
against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there
had been a law given which could have given life, truly
righteousness would have been by the I&wvBut the
Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise [out
of] faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe. 2 But before faith came, we were kept under
guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward
be revealed?* Therefore the law was our tutor [Greek:
escort, or guide] to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified [out of] faith.” We can see from these verses that
the law has become our escort unto Christ. The law could
notgivelife, but it didleadandescortus to life.

The apostle Paul is a prime example of a person in
whom this principle of measurement was operating in
Romans 7. He was struggling with the demand of the law
expressed in the tenth commandment, “You shall not
covet.” Unlike the other nine commandments that are
related to actions, this particular commandment is a
commandment on reactions. Basically, the Ten Com-
mandments are commandments on actions, for example,
“You shall not kill,” “You shall not commit adultery,”
and “You shall not steal.” These are commandments
against certain actions. But God so designed the Ten
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Commandments that they would also include a com-
mandment on reactions. In other words, no one escapes
coming up short when measured by the high demand of
God’s Word.

The tenth commandment is “You shall not covet,” or
“You shall not feel that way,” or “You shall not react the
way you are reacting.” Itisacommandment on reactions.
The tenth commandment shows how deep sin is in our
being. Sinis notjustin our actions; itis in our reactions.
God’s law exposes sin to the core of our nature, not
merely on the surface of our being. Our very reactions are
wrong and come short of the divine measurement. We are
void of the divine love in our reactions. Thus, our fleshly
reactions show us that we are sinful at a deeper level than
outward actions.

With the apostle Paul in Romans 7, the tenth com-
mandment was a demand upon his inner being. What he
did not want to do, even what he hated, is what he found
himself doing. This chapter reveals the frustration of a
man trying to be right, but continuously falling back into
the sinful habits and patterns that he was in bondage to.
The law as the divine standard and measurement did its
work upon Paul — it exposed his inability and weakness.

When we come to the end of Romans 7, we find a man
who has been defeated again and again. He is defeated to
the point of utter frustration, discouragement, and wretch-
edness. He cries out in Romans 7:24, “O wretched man
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that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”
Thus, the law did a perfect work over Paul — it escorted
him to Another life. 1t guided him out of himselfto Christ.
It so measured him that he no longer was looking at
himself or expecting anything from himself. He was
absolutely turned to Another source — Another life. In
Romans 7:25 Paul breaks out and says, “I thank God —
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” This is an expression of
a man who has been escorted to Christ. Amen!
However, many times when believers are being mea-
sured by the Lord, instead of being escorted to Christ,
they are left in discouragement and depression. They are
left with hopeless feelings, feelings of not making it and
wanting to give up. Thus, it is imperative to see that the
demand of the law is the principle that governs God’s
dealings with man. This demand is designed by God to
produce a certain effect in man — feelings of failure and
frustration. Itis these very feelings that serve to escort us
to Christ. God uses our frustration to lead us to Another
source and life that we might learn to become a partaker
of Christ, our life.

B. The Demand of the Lord’s Sayings

The Lord not only measures us by the law, but even
more, He measures us by what He taught in Matthew 5—
7. The Lord’s sayings in this section of the Word reveal
a higher demand than the Old Testamentlaw. In Matthew

206



5:17-20 the Lord says) “Do not think that | came to
destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy
but to fulfill. *® For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass
from the law till all is fulfilled. ** Whoever therefore
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be
called great in the kingdom of heavéhFor | say to you,

that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter
the kingdom of heaven.”

When the Lord speaks of having a surpassing righ-
teousness for entering into the kingdom, He is applying a
finer measurement with a much higher demand than the
law. The standard of the law could be compared to
measuring in “inches,” but the Lord’s sayings in Matthew
5—7 could be compared to measuring in “picas,” which
are a fraction of an inch. This means the measurementis
much finer and more detailed.

The Lord’s word in Matthew 5—7 measures our
emotions, our attitudes, our reactions, our exaggerations,
our comments about others — He measures it all! He
measures our heart, He measures what we think, He
measures the fantasies in our mind, He measures how we
look at others, He measures lust, He measures anxiety.
He measures how we react in situations that touch our
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selfishness and personal convenience; for example, go-
ing two miles instead of one, or giving our outward coat
as well as our inner garment. Nothing escapes being
measured.

If we were discouraged by the law of Moses, we are
even more discouraged by Matthew 5—7. Indeed, in
Matthew 5:48 the Lord reaches the point of saying,
“Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in
heaven is perfect.” Perfection in this verse is the demand
tolove exactly as the Father loves. Itis not merely putting
up with our enemies, but praying for them and blessing
them. Such a measuring of our love finds us all short, but
at the same time escorts us to Christ as our life and life-
supply. When we are escorted to Christ, we become
partakersof His love. This is why the Lord begins
Matthew 5—7 with “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:3). When we
are poor in spiritwe realize, for example, thatin ourselves
we do not have the divine love toward our enemies; we
realize we are nothing and can do nothing. Itis this sense
of nothingness that escorts us to Christ. The Lord’s high
standard is intended to cause disappointment over our-
selves, in order that we would be drawn away from our
own energy and strength to the energy and strength of
Another life.

In Matthew 5:17 when the Lord said, “I did not come
to destroy [the law or the prophets] but to fulfill,” He
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meant thaHe Himselfwould be the fulfillment of all that

He taught and commanded. In other words, it was as
though He was saying, “I am living the perfect life. 1 am
overcoming sin, the flesh, the world, and the devil. | am
bearing the penalty for sin. | am going to be raised from
the dead, and | will become a life-giving Spirit to enter
into you and fulfill in you all that | have spoken. Every-
thing is now embodied in Me! Now just learn how to
draw from Me, drink of Me, feed upon Me, depend upon
Me, and abide in Me. Let your need and sense of
nothingness, which comes from being measured by the
divine standard, escort you into all that | am!” Amen!

C. The Demand of Our Environment

Being measured and confronted by the divine de-
mands is always for the purpose of escorting us to Christ.
God uses not only the law and the Sermon on the Mount
to measure us, but He also uses our environment. Our
environment makes demands upon us that cause us to
sense our frailty and weakness. How we meet our
environments, face them, and interact with them is used
by God to escort us to Christ. Environments include your
husband, your wife, your children, your money, your job
— all persons, matters, and things in your daily life that
affectyou. Infact, environment, according to the biblical
understanding, is simpthat which affects usA stormy
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relationship can affect us, money problems can affect us,
taking a thought about a past mistake can affect us.
Whatever may affect us — this is environment. Environ-
ment is like the law making a demand upon us that is
beyond our capacity to handle. Just as the law escorts us
to Christ, God intends that our environmental trials would
also escortusto Christ. This means that we acceptthe “all
things” of Romans 8:28 as being under God’s sover-
eignty. Categorically, all things are working together for
good, because under the mighty hand of God they escort
us to Christ.

Environment, which is measured out by God, is
always pushing us a little bit too far. We have environ-
ments that we cannot cope with in ourselves. We get
discouraged. We get depressed. We turn inward upon
ourselves and sigh, “How can | go on?” or “| can’t make
it.” Oh! brothers and sisters, that's right! That's exactly
right! God intends that our environments push us beyond
our limits.

This experience of being pushed beyond what we're
able to do becomes our guide to escort us to Christ. This
was Paul’s experience in 2 Corinthians 1:8¥1%For we
do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, of our trouble
which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond
measure, above strength, so that we despaired even of
life. ° Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that
we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the
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dead,*® who delivered us from so great a death, and does
deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us.”
Here Paul allowed his “despair of life” to escort him to the
God who raises the dead, knowing that He would deliver
him. Thus, again and again, every kind of demand in our
environment is actually a divine escort in disguise to lead
us to Christ.

A further example of the Lord’s speaking concerning
what He intends to accomplish through environmental
dealingsis found in Deuteronomy 8:223And you shall
remember that the LORD your God led you all the way
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test
you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would
keep His commandments or nétSo He humbled you,
allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which
you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He
might make you know that man shall not live by bread
alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of the LORD.”

When the Lord said, “to humble you and testyou,” He
meant “to measure you.” When He said, “to know what
was in your heart,” He meant that in their hearts, the
children of Israel would discover murmuring and rebel-
lion manifesting itself, and they would find themselves
coming short of God’s standard. In other words, all their
negative reactions to their environment were allowed by
Godto escortthemto live by every word that proceeds out

211



TBsecOhect ol Cahsist

of the mouth of God.

The fact that the Lord allowed them to hunger and
then fed them with manna signifies that they were pushed
beyond their capacity in order that they would be escorted
to eat divine food. Notto “live by bread alone” meant not
to live by the natural life, but by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of the Lord. God was seeking to escort
them in the wilderness to learn to live by Him as their
source and supply.

In the same way, God humbles us through environ-
ments that we just can’t cope with. It's at those junctures
that we need to quickly recognize our escort! The
feelings of not being able to copee the escort. Our
escorts leading us to Christ come in the form of frustra-
tion, desperate feelings, and failure. We need to recognize
these escorts and allow them to guide us to live by manna!
That is, we allow them to guide us to live by Christ as our
bread!

The law is beyond our capacity. The Lord’s sayings
in Matthew 5—7 are beyond our capacity! Our environ-
ments also push us beyond our capacity! All of these
things are absolutely God'’s favor to us, because He is not
leaving us to ourselves. He exhausts us. He allows us to
be defeated and feel discouraged. But the problem is this
— we do not see discouragement as our escort to Christ!
May the Lord open our eyes to see what is happening to
us in the midst of our reactions, that we might seize our
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discouragement and let it escort us to Christ.

Have you had any escorts lately? Praise the Lord!
There is great hope in our escorts. They turn defeat into
hope. The most defeated can use their very defeat as an
escort to Christ. Whatever the Lord may expose in our
lives — our reasoning mind, our divided heart, our
motives — causes us to feel undone, naked, and defeated
before Him. We need to realize at that time that the Lord
is simply escorting us to Himself. Paul indicates this in
Hebrews 4:13: “And there is no creature hidden from His
sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him
to whom we must give account.” Following this verse in
which we are exposed to the core of our being, Paul says
in Hebrews 4:16, “Let us therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.” This speaks of being escorted to
Christat the very timef being naked and laid bare. Thus,
all the demands and all the defeats are our personal
escorts to Christ.

The demand of the law, the demand of the Sermon on
the Mount, and the demands of our environment are all
arranged by God to lead us out of our own limited
capacity and ability. God’s intention is to bring us into
Another life. He wants us to touch the life that has already
made it into glory! Touch the life who is the victory!
Touch the life that now dwells in our spirit!

Now we need to know how to turn to Christ in the
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midst of our problems and defeats. That is, we need to
know how to touch the spirit and how to partake of the
One that we are being escorted to. Without this turn to
Christ we will still languish in ourselves. But brothers
and sisters, there’s an installation in us! Itis the installa-
tion of the Triune God. The Father is in the Son, the Son
flows as the Spirit, and the Spirit is joined to our spirit
(John 14:20; 7:37-39; 1 Cor. 6:17). When we open our
mouths and contact such a God, we open ourselves to all
the riches of the Godhead as our supply. Amen!

There is nothing that is too hard for Christ. He has
already been perfected for us and become the source of
our salvation (Heb. 5:9). So what should we do with our
defeatedness, our sense of discouragement, our reactions
that say “l can’t do that! | can’t be that way! | can’t love
that way!”? Simply allow all these to become escorts to
lead us to Christ.

D. The Demand of the Church Life

The demand of the church life is another kind of
experience that God uses to escort us to a richer and
deeper Christ. This demand comes with the revelation of
the churchthatis according to the New Testament apostles.
Once we see the church by revelation, we see how short
we are in our ability to live such a life. The most basic
point related to the demand of the church life is to love
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like Christ loves. The church life requires loving one
another, not onlywith Christ’s love, butn His love —
loving as Christ loves, loving all the saints for the build-
ing up of His unique one body. This requires the divine
love, the kind of love that is beyond our capacity, the kind
of love that we don’t have in ourselves.

The kind of church life described in the New Testa-
ment requires a higher and deeper love than we have in
our natural life. We are called to love sinners. We are
called to love those who are unfinished, who are still in
the process of being transformed. We are called to love
weak, and oftentimes failing, saints. Divine love is
Calvary love — the love demonstrated on the cross. Itis
love that flows out to despicable kinds of people — ugly
people, hateful people, dirty people, rebellious people,
deceived people. The love of God in Christ is all-
embracing and full of forbearance and longsuffering.

To have the church life that is unveiled in the pages of
the New Testament demands this kind of divine love. It
isachurch life thatis beyond the reach of our natural man.
In ourselves we do not have the capacity to love one
another the way Christ loves us. But that's okay! When
we see the demand of the church life with its measure-
ment, it should produce a sinking feeling in our self-life.
But that sinking feeling, if properly understood, is really
an escort to guide us to Christ. While we are sinking in
a feeling of despair over ourselves, we begin to confess
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our inability and emptiness by saying, “Lord, there is
nothing in me that could live the church life with the
disposition of the divine love toward all the saints. But |
thank You, Lord, for Your life in my spirit that can
strengthen me. By Your strengthening, You can make
home in my heart to love through me with Your love.”
This kind of sinking, yet confessing, prayer is an escort to
Christ. When we are overwhelmed with the demand of
the church life, we are put more and more into contact
with Another life that can supply us with divine love.
Thus, the demand escorts us to Christ. Amen!

In the book of Ezekiel we see this principle of mea-
surementatwork. The last chapters of this book, describing
the details of the temple, are in typology a portrayal of the
church life in the New Testament. For example, in
Ezekiel 43:10-12 we read? “Son of man, describe the
temple to the house of Israel that they may be ashamed of
their iniquities; and let them measure the patt&rind
if they are ashamed of all that they have done, make
known to them the design of the temple and its arrange-
ment, its exits and its entrances, its entire design and all
its ordinances, all its forms and all its laws. Write it down
in their sight, so that they may keep its whole design and
all its ordinances, and perform thethThis is the law of
the temple: The whole area surrounding the mountaintop
shall be most holy. Behold, this is the law of the temple.”
When Ezekiel had the vision of the temple, he was to
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measure the pattern. This means that everything related
to the temple was measured according to the divine plan
with its divine dimensions. That measurement exposed
the state of the children of Israel. If they would allow the
measurement to produce shame for their iniquities, then
that kind of response would escort them to God and
deeperinto the details of His building for His satisfaction.

The measuring process is opened up to us in Ezekiel
47:1, 3-5:! “Then he brought me back to the door of the
temple; and there was water, flowing from under the
threshold of the temple toward the east, for the front of the
temple faced east; the water was flowing from under the
right side of the temple, south of the altar® Then, when
the man went out to the east with the line in his hand, he
measured one thousand cubits, and he brought me through
the waters; the water came up to my anktedgain he
measured one thousand and brought me through the
waters; the water came up to my knees. Again he
measured one thousand and brought me through; the
water came up to my waist. Again he measured one
thousand, and it was a river that | could not cross; for the
water was too deep, water in which one must swim, ariver
that could not be crossed.” Thus, Ezekiel had a wonder-
ful, marvelous escort that brought him through the
measuring process.

We are all being measured. Our mind is measured
under certain environments. For example, when we
consider the matter of giving to the Lord, we are being
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measured. Our reasoning comes in, “l can’t give.” This
environment is for the purpose of being escorted through
the waters and brought into another level of life. In other
words, this escort is an escort into life-supply. This
supply will take us into a deeper Christ— a Christ beyond
what we can ask or think. Here in Ezekiel there is a
measurement over the house, and the measurement is
according to the divine standard. Ezekielis measured and
escorted through the waters into more life-supply for a
purpose — that water could flow out of the temple, God’s
house.

In the New Testament we are measured by the de-
mand of the church life revealed by the apostles. Itis not
the kind of church life found in present-day Christianity
with its shallowness and outwardness. The kind of
church life in the New Testament is not denominational.
It has nothing to do with being a Baptist, a Methodist, a
member of a Free Church, or a charismatic. The church
life revealed in the Bible is without division. All genuine
believers are members one of another. All are organically
related to each other by Christ, and Christ alone! And all
are being built up with one another in love, experiencing
the cross with one another and practically meeting to-
gether in the oneness of the Spirit.

In contrast, in today’s divided church, the self-life is
not touched that deeply. In fact, you can remain in many
places in the professing Christian world and never really
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be measured by the Lord. It is not a church life that
demands everything in your life. It does not push you
beyond the limit of yourself. Itis only a convenient, so-
called church life that totally centers on meeting your
need, rather than creating a need in you to be escorted to
Another life.

The church that is according to man’s thought does
not escort you to Christ. But the revelation of the
church in the divine thought pushes you beyond your
capacity, with the goal of escorting you to Christ. For
example, the measurement of the church in the book of
Ephesians goes far beyond our limited concept of the
church. To have such a church life requires a deeper
and higher experience of Christ. That is why Paul
prays two specific prayers for the believers in Eph-
esians. We need to see the church by revelation, and
we need to feel the church by our hearts being filled
with Christ and His knowledge-surpassing love. Then
we experience forgiving one another, enduring, suffer-
ing long, keeping the oneness of the Spirit in the bond
of peace, and not being blown by the wind of teaching.
We find ourselves going beyond what we could ask or
think in relation to living a more committed church
life. The seeming impossibility of the kind of church
life described in Ephesians is itself an escort to Christ.
The church according to God’s thought goes beyond
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the ability of our natural self and demands that we be
escorted to Christ as our life.

When we talk about the church and giving our
whole being to the church life, we may feel we can’t
make it. We just don’t have the disposition for it. Our
coming up short produces a kind of discouragement.
Again, we have to say, according to the divine prin-
ciple of measurement, God uses this discouragement
to escort us to Christ.

The church, in God’s thought, requires Another
disposition that we do not have in ourselves. That is
why we are escorted to Christ. Paul prays this way —
that we would be strengthened into our inner man, that
Christ would come in and possess us, and even make
home and settle down in our heart. It is by our being
escorted to Christ that we will have the capacity for the
church life.

Oftentimes, we’'ve been left with our flat, demoral-
ized feelings. The demand of the law was there, the
demand of the Lord’s sayings was present, the demand
of our environment was upon us, and the demand of the
church life was ever before us. All these things were
like high demands, yet we did not realize the demands
were our escorts to lead us to “the rock that is higher
than I.” Hear what the Psalmist declares to the Lord:
“From the end of the earth I will cry to You, when my
heartis overwhelmed; lead me to the rock that is higher
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than I” (Psa. 61:2). This illustrates the proper under-
standing of being measured and escorted to Christ.

E. The Demand of the Kingdom

The divine principle of demand and measurement,
which governs God’s relationship with man, extends to
the realm of the kingdom. The demand of the kingdom
life is indeed beyond man’s ability, as we see from the
Lord’s conversation with the rich young ruler in the
Gospels. In Matthew 19:16-17 we re&d'Now behold,
one came and said to Him, ‘Good Teacher, what good
thing shall | do that | may have eternal lifé?So He said
to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one is good but
One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep
the commandments.” ” Then the Lord graciously pre-
sented the various commandments. To this, the young
man replied;All these things | have kept from my youth.
What do I still lack?” (v. 20). In answer to this question
the Lord applied the tenth commandment to the young
man’s life: “Jesus said to him, ‘If you want to be perfect,
go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me’ ” (v. 21).
The young man’s response to this word should have
escorted him to Another life. Instead, verse 22 says, “But
when the young man heard that saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”
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The young man’s reaction to the demand of the
kingdom to sell all was typical of fallen man — he was
covetous and he was not willing to sell his possessions. In
other words, he failed the test. The Lord measured him
by the tenth commandment and he was found wanting.
The Lord then said to His disciples in verses 23-24,
“Assuredly, | say to you that it is hard for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of heaveff. And again | say to you,
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” By
these words the Lord revealed the high demand of the
kingdom life in relationship to man’s lust and desires.
Then in verse 25 we read how the disciples responded:
“When His disciples heard it, they were exceedingly
amazed, saying, ‘Who then can be saved?’ ” Again, the
Lord had pushed the demand of the kingdom to the utter
limits. Who is willing to give up all their possessions for
the sake of the kingdom? This demand produced a
reaction of astonishment in the disciples. They imagined
that it was impossibléhenfor anyone to be saved. Thus,
the demand of the kingdom is stringent and absolute,
altogether unachievable to the natural man. As we have
seen, when God presents this kind of demand, it is His
way of escorting man to Himself.

To the disciples’ question, “Who can be saved?” the
Lord replied, “With men this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible” (v. 26). This word indicates that
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the sorrowing feelings of the young man over his lack of
willingness should not have led him away from the Lord,;
rather they should have escorted him to the Lord. By
being escorted to the Lord, he could draw from Him all
the possibilities in His life. The young man had the right
reaction to the demand of the kingdom — he felt sorrow-
ful over his greediness and recognized that in himself he
could not let go of his possessions. At that juncture he
should have allowed his inadequate feelings to escort him
to the God who makes all things possible.

To properly understand the Christian life we need to
apprehend this divine principle that governs God's rela-
tionship with man: wherever there is demand from God,
there is always supply waiting to meet that demand. We
need only to be escorted to the source of the supply.
Whether it is the demand of the law, the Sermon on the
Mount, our environmental dealings, the church life, or the
kingdom — all are to lead us to Christ to interact and
fellowship with Him that we might partake of His victo-
rious life.

May this word govern us the rest of our lives, that we
would realize again and again that our weaknesses are our
escorts out of ourselves into Another life. So, today when
our flesh reacts to the Lord’s measurement, instead of
staying in the reaction, or fueling the reaction, we need to
allow the reaction to bring us to Christ in a specific way.
Various kinds of reactions — discouragements, defeats,
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and temptations — are all our escorts to experience more
of Christ.

Brothers, yes, your flesh is lustful. Your lustful
feelings affect you in a negative way. But walk in the
Spiritand you will turn those feelings into paths to Christ.
None of us can change our flesh (John 3:6). It is
irreparable and unchangeable. However, while we are
still in these mortal bodies as redeemed children of God,
God usesthe fleshtolead us to Christ over and over again!
Therefore, when we allow our greatest weakness to escort
us to Christ, it will become the factor of our greatest
supply of life.

This was the apostle Paul's experience in 2 Corin-
thians chapter 12. He had a “thorn in the flesh.” It was
achronic problem that caused himto feel weak. He asked
the Lord three times to remove it, but the Lord did not
remove it according to his prayer. The Lord answered
him instead with “My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9).
When Paul realized that God was using an environment
to putademand upon his flesh that was beyond his natural
strength, he completely changed his attitude toward his
thorn in the flesh. In 2 Corinthians 12:9b-10 he séys,
“Therefore most gladly | will rather boast in my infirmi-
ties,that the power of Christ may [tabernacle over] me.
10 Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,
in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake.
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For when | am weak, then | am strong.” In other words,

Paul was saying, “When | am weak, | allow my weakness
to escort me to Christ! It is in my weakness that He

tabernacles over me and | draw from Him. Instead of my
weakness becoming a frustration to my experience of the
Lord, it has become a path to lead me to the One who
supplies me continuously with His grace.”

Paul learned this through his experience of the de-
mands in his environment. So none of us should allow
any environments to embitter us. Instead they should
sweeten us, because they bring us so much God. Inallthe
demands, God is teaching us one lesson — “l don’t want
you to live by your own life anymore. I'm simply driving
you out of yourself into Myself that | can be your All in
all'”  Oh, brothers and sisters, there are hundreds of
hallelujahs within us as we appreciate the fact that all the
demandsinour lives are one escort after another, lined up,
to lead us continuously to the all-sufficient Christ! Amen!

F. The Demand of the New Jerusalem

The final measurement in the Bible revealing all that
God is and all that He wants is found in Revelation 21—
22. Thisis the most thorough measurement with the most
exactingdemand. The measurement comes inthe form of
a vision of the holy city, New Jerusalem. In Revelation
21:15-17 we read® “And he who talked with me had a
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gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its #&lhd

the city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as
its breadth. And he measured the city with the reed:
twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height
are equal!’ Then he measured its wall: one hundred and
forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that
is, of an angel.”

According to Matthew 22:30 man becomes like the
angels in the realm of resurrection. Therefore, the mea-
sure of a man being that of an angel simply refers to a
measurement in resurrection. This means that the entire
city of the New Jerusalem is measured according to the
standard and demand of resurrection life. Itis measured
with a golden reed, signifying the divine nature in resur-
rection. The measurement of the city reveals the Triune
God with all His chosen and redeemed people for eter-
nity. The city is composed of God’s people fully
transformed and supplied with God in the Lamb flowing
as the river of the water of life.

The New Jerusalem is the consummation of all God’s
measuring and escorting throughout all the ages. The
revelation of the city unveils what God requires: it is
golden; it has the glory of God; it is holy; it is separate; it
is the bride, the Lamb’s wife; it is constituted with God
through and through. Looking at the holy city in spirit
will cause us to realize that we all have come short of the
glory of God. It will also serve to escort us to Him who
is our eternal supply as the tree of life and the water of life
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(Rev. 22:1-2).

Eventually, with whatever measuring we experience
— related to the law, the Sermon on the Mount, our
environment, the church life, the kingdom, or the New
Jerusalem — the demand should always lead us to a
higher and richer experience of Christ. God does not
want to bring us down to the level of ministry which
pleases man and makes man feel comfortable, without
any exposure or conviction. No! He wants His demands
to remain beyond the reach of our natural life so that we
would be driven out of ourselves into Him. The New
Testament ministry of the Word should always maintain
the divine principle of God’s measurements and de-
mands. When this is a reality among God’s people, we
will be escorted to Christ to abide in Him for His rich
supply (John 15:5). May we seize every opportunity in
our daily lives with the “all things” of Romans 8:28 to be
escorted to Christ with an open heart and an open mouth
to call upon His Name. By this we will find ourselves
drawing from the inexhaustible supply of the Triune God
(2 Cor. 13:14). Amen!
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