5 » The Life Experience of Oneness
The cross in its deepest dimension

Paul’s words in Romans 16:25, “Now to Him who is
able to establish you according to my gospel, [that
is,] the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revela-
tion of the mystery,” are an unveiling of the cross in its
deepest dimension. He is showing us the cross from its
corporate side. The Lord not only bore our sins, crucified
our old man, and condemned sin in the flesh, on the
individual side; but on the corporate side He abolished in
His flesh all the divisions existing between the divided
peoples, in order to create in Himself “one new man,”
making peace (Eph. 2:15). Amen! He “made peace
through the blood of His cross” (Col. 1:20). This was the
deepest accomplishment at Calvary. There was a recon-
ciliation of all of us in one Body. Ephesians 2:16 says,
“that He might reconcile them both to God in one Body
through the cross.” This includes all of us together.
This one Body is “the mystery of Christ” (Eph. 3:4-
6). He produced it on the cross. So to be “established” is
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to be practically meeting as the church, receiving one
another on the basis of what happened at the cross. Itis
having Calvary as the factor between us as we enjoy our
commonness in one Body with oBeirit. This is what
Paul is speaking of in Romans 16that the saints could

be established “according to the revelation of the mystery.”

The pivotal point of receiving

The revelation of the mystery of this one Body pivots
on one word — receiving. Whether or not there could be
an expression of the new man pivots on all the saints’
capacity and grace to receive one another the way Christ
received us. This is the key to Paul’s burden in the book
of Romans. We need to see the nature of receiving,
because it is the factor for the establishing of the church
in any place. To receive one another is to simply come
together without preference, without choice, with one
kind of response — the obedience of faith. This response
comes from the corporate revelation of the one Body
produced on the cross. lItis the revelation of the mystery
of Christ, that on the cross the Lord destroyed all the
ordinances, all the factors of division, and made us one
Body in Him.
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“Receive one another, just as
Christ also received you”

Romans 15:7 says, “Therefore receive one another,
just as Christ also received [you], to the glory of God.”
Again, this word “receive” is pivotal in Paul’s burden.
Chapter 14 is the context for Paul’s speaking this word on
receiving one another. Here in chapter 15 Paul continues
to speak to those Jews and Gentiles in Rome who were
keeping more to themselves than meeting with one an-
other. He shows them that God’s heart’s desire for their
oneness s also revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures.
With this background, he further appeals to them to come
and rejoice together as Gentiles and Jews, praising the
Lord with one mouth, glorifying God in one accord (vv.
9-11).

Coming together in the way Paul describes in Ro-
mans 15:9-11 pivots on our receiving one another just as
Christ received us. If | am going to learn how to receive
you, | must deeply immerse myself in how Christ has
received me. If I know how Christ has received me and
experience the Lord in my daily life under this revelation,
there will be an automatic response in me to receive you.
Sowe can see there is a connection between experiencing
life and receiving one another.
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Receiving is a major thing in God’s economy because
it reflects the very essence, or nature, of God Himself,
which is love. Receiving has to do with the essence of
God’s person. Thus, when the church is the embodiment
of the nature of God, then there is the receiving in the new
creation, in the new man, with one accord and one mouth
glorifying God. In this receiving the Lord’s enemy is
crushed under our feet by the God of peace. Receiving
plays a major partin our relationships because it has to do
with our reactions, our perceptions, and our capacity for
each other. So, it would behoove us to say, “Lord, | need
to know how You have received me.” Christ’s receiving
of us and our experience of life and knowing Him
personally affects our relationship with one another.

The relationship between life and receiving

We all know that when Paul wrote his letter to the
Romans, he did not divide it into chapters. He was
flowing out a burden. So we must think of these chapters
in arelated way. For example, chapters 13 and 14 are to
be viewed together and not in a disconnected way. And
we should realize that chapter 13 leads into chapters 14
and 15 on receiving.
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In Romans 13:1-2 Paul says, “Let every soul be
subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist
are appointed by God®. Therefore whoever resists the
authority [opposes God’s ordination], and those who
resist will bring judgment on themselves.” Here Paul
begins to talk about government and the existing authori-
ties. We must realize that these authorities were part of
the Roman Empire. Paul was not referring to a wonderful
governmental system but a pagan empire. Nevertheless,
he is saying that every person is to be subject to the
authorities.

In verse 5 Paul tells us why we need to be subject:
“Therefore [it is necessary to] be subject, not only be-
cause of wrath but also for conscience’ sake.” This means
that any rebellion in us toward the government is a
conscience matter. Then in verses 6-7 he say$§,or
because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s
ministers attending continually to this very thing.
Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are
due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor
to whom honor.” Paul touches all these practical matters
of our daily life and our relationships with people in
commonplace things.
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Paul knows that if the saints in Rome are going to
embrace one another and receive one another, thatreceiv-
ing will be by the growth of God and the life of God
manifesting itself out of their being. Thus, receiving is
rooted in their experiences of Christ in the details of their
daily life —in paying their taxes, in relationships involv-
ing authority, in caring for matters of conscience. In other
words, if you are not living by the Lord’s life in the
practical matters, you can only have a philosophy of
receiving and an outward standing as the church. This is
because the church is the outflow of our experience of
God's life. Our receiving of one another is based upon
experiencing Christ in these matters of daily life.

These verses in Romans 13 also indicate that receiv-
ing one another is related to having a sense of God’s
authority among us. We are under that authority. We
respect that authority. Throughout the centuries, when
the enemy has come into the church, it has always been
through unruly persons. We know that Satan himself
became unruly. He would not remain under God’s
authority. In the same sense, when there is unruliness,
rebellion, and a lack of consciousness of God’s authority
in the Body, it is impossible to have the proper receiving
and the proper church life. Paul is wise. Even before he
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touches the matter of receiving in chapter 14, he touches
the practical matters of our human living in chapter 13,
showing us how much our daily experience of Christ as
life is related to the receiving of the saints.

At the end of chapter 13 Paul says in verses 12214,
“The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let
us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light.®® Let us walk properly, as in the day, not
in revelry and drunkenness, not in licentiousness and
lewdness, not in strife and envidf. But put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill
its lusts.” Here Paul is showing us that our capacity to
receive all the saints is directly related to how much we
do not make provision for the flesh.

How much ground you have given to the flesh will be
evidenced in your receiving ability. If you make provi-
sion by an immoral life, by drunkenness, by partaking in
strife and jealousy — by any of the works of darkness that
are mentioned in chapter 13 — it will affect your ability
to receive other saints. Making provision for the flesh can
touch any area of our life, from how we spend our time,
to how we handle our money, to what magazines we look
at, to what we watch on TV, to fantasies we indulge in our
mind, to our habits, to whatever area. Ultimately, all of
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these matters influence our ability to receive one another.
Whether or not we live by God in our private daily life
will affect our ability to embrace all the saints.

It has been my observation from 30 years in the
church life that when someone is a striving, divisive
person and is damaging the church, it is often related to
his not experiencing Christ in some area of his life. That
person who is damaging the church is usually involved in
darkness in some way. These are related.

Paul ends Romans 13 by saying, “Put on the Lord
Jesus Christ” (v. 14). This means we experience Christ
and do not make any provision for the flesh. We take care
of anything in our life that is not according to God, that
causes us to have a controversy with God, because it
would become an avenue for the enemy to affect the
church. This makes us all want to walk before the Lord,
living by His life and experiencing His life.

Paul’'s words in Romans 13 show us what makes the
church life work, what brings in the genuine receiving of
one another in Romans 14 and 15. Inthese later chapters
he is not talking about merely an outward way of meeting.
He is not saying, “Let us all be general and receive one
another.” We know that this will not work. What works
is all of us experiencing Christ together and knowing Him
and not making provision for the flesh.
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2 Corinthians 6:11—7:2

Let us look at two other passages in the New Testa-
ment that show how critical our experience of life is in
relationship to receiving. The first one is 2 Corinthians
6:11—7:2. Paul is imploring the Corinthians in verses
11-13: * “O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to
you, our heart is wide opef? You are not restricted by
us, but you are restricted by your own [inward parts].
13 Now inreturn for the same, (I speak as to children), you
also be open.” Paul is saying to them, “Open wide your
inward parts. You do not receive me. You are restricted
in your own inward parts. But open, receive.”

Then in verse 2 of chapter 7 Paul again speaks of
receiving: “Open your hearts to us. We have wronged no
one, we have corrupted no one, we have defrauded no
one.” Some versions of the Bible translate the first part
ofthisverse as “Receive us.” Others say, “Make room for
us,” “Welcome us,” or “Give place to us.” Paul’s burden
is for the saints in Corinth to be enlarged to receive him.

Between these two portions of the Word about receiv-
ing, Paul directs the Corinthians to their walk with the
Lord. In verses 14-18 of chapter 6, he sdys;Do not
be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And
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what communion has light with darknes$?And what
accord has Christ with Belial? Orwhat part has a believer
with an unbeliever?!®* And what agreement has the
temple of God with idols? For [we] are the temple of the
living God. As God has said: | will dwell in them and
walk among them. 1 will be their God, and they shall be
My people.l” Therefore come out from among them and
be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean,
and | will receive you?*® | will be a Father to you, and you
shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”
Then in verse 1 of chapter 7 Paul makes a transitional
statement to reveal how the Corinthians’ dealings with
the Lord are directly related to their capacity to receive:
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all [defilement] of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

Why Paul puts all these verses together has perplexed
many Bible scholars and teachers through the years. But
in God’s light we can see their significance. They show
that the genuine receiving without division in the church
life — where there is the capacity to experience Christ
with one another in agenuine way —is very much related
to our experience of life. Itis related to whether or not we
touch the unclean thing, whether or not our spirit has been
defiled, or polluted. So rather than just saying “Open
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your hearts to us” and “Enlarge yourselves to receive us,”
Paul goes directly to the problem. He knew that outside
of the church meetings these saints were living a life in
darkness (2 Cor. 6:14). They were getting involved with
lawlessness (v. 14) and with things of the devil (v. 15).
They were coming to the church meetings and then going
to the idol's temple (v. 16). Because they had a deficient
experience of life, their inward parts were restricted.

Again, this shows us the relationship between the
experience of life and receiving one another. Consider
your own experience. When you have lived in sin, in the
flesh, did it not backfire and have an effect upon your
relationship with your spouse or your children? Did you
not experience a lack of capacity to receive others be-
cause you had reaped the effects of living in the flesh?
You got angry, you got mad. Your flesh was fresh in
anger because it was fresh in hidden sin. This shows us
that the flesh has many departments. When you open the
door to hidden sin, you have just unwittingly opened the
door to anger. You do not know it at the time. But what
happens is that you find yourself coping with reactions.
You should not be reacting, because you are a brother in
the church. But the heated feelings are there. | think we
all could testify to this experience.

We know how much living before God with a good
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conscience and with the blood cleansing us affects our
relationship with everyone. When we are living in the
Spirit, we do not touch the unclean thing. We cast off the
works of darkness, in whatever form they may be. Some
are evil practices. Some are reasonings in your mind.
Maybe you are rebellious toward your boss. There is no
sense of authority within you. Or maybe you are involved
in cheating in financial matters. Works of darkness can
be anything of this nature. But when you deal with these
things and you are living before God, your conscience is
good, God’s life in you is satisfied, and your spirit is
buoyant. Itis in this life experience that we receive one
another. The feelings of God are fresh. Hallelujah! The
love of God is fresh within us because our life experience
is fresh.

Colossians 3:1-15

When Christ is experienced by all of us in this life
way, there is a spontaneous receiving of one another. In
Colossians 3:4 Paul says, “Christ who is our life.” He is
our life. Then Paul says, “Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth: fornication, unclean-
ness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry.” Here Paul mentions severalimmoral practices.
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He does not use one categorical word, but specifies
different degrees of sinful things. Then after he says to
put these to death, he also says to put off “anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.
Do not lie to one another” (vv. 8-9). Paul presents a
gradation, beginning with the baser, sinful, fleshly things.
Then he progresses to dispositional reactions and related
practices. This is because when we deal with the first
things, God has a way to come to us on the finer things.

Then in verse 14 Paul speaks of putting on the “bond
of perfection,” which is love. And in verse 15 he says,
“Let the peace of [Christ arbitrate] in your hearts, to
which also you were called in one Body; and be thank-
ful.” To let the peace arbitrate is to give place to the
feeling of God between us. Itis notletting our anger, our
reasonings, and our flesh override that peace between
us. Butif we are living in the realm of the flesh, we will
view things differently. We will want to blame others
and strike back. In other words, when we live from the
source of our flesh, we leave the cross. We leave
Calvary love, Calvary relatedness. We end up in the
realm of our self and the flesh. This realm has no regard
for the peace of Christ between us.

In all these verses we can see how much our experi-
ence of life is related to receiving. So we all need to care
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for these life matters. Then we will enjoy the receiving,
and the church will be established. The establishingis in
the receiving, and the receiving is connected to the
experiences of life. Thisibe way Paul opens up the major
section on receiving iRomans 14—15. Hatroduces it

in thedimension, orealm, of life. He shows us the direct
relationship between life and receiving.

Receiving and our relationship
to ourselves in justification

Our receiving of one another is also related to our
understanding of the way Christ has received us. Romans
15:7 says, “Receive one anothgrst as Christ also
received us, to the glory of God.” Thus, if | am going to
receive you the way Christ has received me, then | need
to know how | am related to myself in justification. | need
to know how Christ has received me. So let us consider
our relationship to ourselves in justification from Ro-
mans chapter 4.

Christ has received us according to God’s justifica-
tion. So we need to know how we are related to ourselves
as justified persons. Do you know how you are related to
God in your justification? In your experience do you
enjoy and live in your justification? When you have
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failed to live out Christ, can you still say, “Lord, | did not
do so well today. But thank You, God, Christ is my
righteousness™? When we as individual believers enjoy
what it means to relate to ourselves in justification, it will
have a corporate effect on how we relate to one another.

In Romans 4:5-8 Paul tells us what happens in justi-
fication: ® “But to him who does not work but believes
on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted
for righteousness,® just as David also describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteous-
ness apart from works:Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covéiaédssed
is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.” These
verses show that in justification sin is no longer ac-
counted to me. Justification means that before God my
history of sins and even the present sin nature in my flesh
are not counted against me. | am accounted righteous by
faith. |1 am a justified man. Not only negatively have |
been forgiven, but positively | have been clothed with
Christ, who is now my righteousness.

To be justified means that before God | have fulfilled
the law. I have keptit, every jot and tittle. God could not
be happier with me. When Christ is my righteousness, it
means | am not only forgiven, negatively, but | also have
a positive standing. |1 am positively admired in Christ, my
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robe of righteousness. Not only is nothing counted
against me, butalso I amin all that He is as righteousness.
He obeyed the law. He fulfilled it. And now He has
become myrighteousness. So |l really feel wonderful about
myself, because Christ is my righteousness. Hallelujah!

Are you related to yourself as a justified person? Do
you have wonderful feelings about yourselfin Christ? Do
you know what it means in your experience to stand in
your justification? Maybe you are feeling horrible about
yourself, and yet you cannot pinpoint anything definite
that you have done to bring on those feelings of condem-
nation. Yet, you feel wrong. If there were something you
could pointto, some sin that you had committed, then you
would simply say, “Lord, thank You for Your blood.”
But this feeling is vague, like something intangible hang-
ing over you. In that moment do you know how to
exercise your spirit and say, “Thank You, Jesus. Thank
You, everything is okay. Hallelujah! Nothing is reck-
oned against me!” Do you know how to enjoy your
justification? Or do you carry the load of those feelings?
Do you take the condemnation?

If you and | do not know the joy of justification, and
how to catapult ourselves immediately out of false feel-
ings of the enemy and the flesh, and how to stand before
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God in the righteousness of Christ in boldness by the
blood of Jesus, then our relationship with one another is
going to feel the repercussions. The lie you believe about
yourself is going to be projected upon others. Then, of
course, there will be no receiving of one another. This
shows how crucial it is to know the joy of justification.

What an enjoyment when we sing songs about our
justification, about how God “saved a wretch like me.”
What a blessedness — to know that He saved this wretch
and clothed this wretch in righteousness. When we relate
to ourselves in this way, the love of God just beams out
of us toward all the saints. In that love we experience the
receiving of one another, just as Christ also received us.
This is the justification that Paul unveils in Romans
chapter 4.

Paul’s main burden is that the saints would be estab-
lished by receiving one another. In order that this could
happen, he writes in the wisest way. He begins by
bringing all of them to their common level of being
sinners. Then he brings them all to the same righteous-
ness, the same cross, the same blood — the same justifi-
cation. In short, he brings them all into a marvelous
feeling about themselves in their justification. Paul
knows that these truths will be the solid factors between
the saints.
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Our relationship to ourselves in identification

After seeing how to properly relate to ourselves in
justification, let us now see our relationship to ourselves
in identification. In Romans 6:3-5 Paul says;Or do
you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His deathPherefore
we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness oflife.
For if we have [grown] together [with Him] in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the
likeness of His resurrection.” Then in verses 10-11 Paul
continues to show us our identification in Chridt‘For
the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the
life that He lives, He lives to God! Likewise you also,
reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but [living] to
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Inthese verses we see how to relate to ourselves in our
identification with Christ. We are absolutely identified
with Him. So we reckon ourselves to be dead to sin. This
means we live inwardly not identifying with condemning
thoughts or those whispers of the “old man” trying to
engage us in conversation. When you and | immedi-
ately shift to our real person, we are reckoning our-

166



The Life Experience of Oneness

selves “to balead indeed to sin.”

Toreckonisto countonreliable facts. Let me give an
illustration. 2 + 2 = 4. This equation always holds true.
It never changes, regardless of when, where, or why you
use it. In the same way, your identification with Christ
never changes. Do notlook at your feelings. Do not think
about your history. Just reckon 2 + 2 = 4. Your person
is Christ. You have been baptized into Him. You are one
with Him. So reckon yourselfto be dead indeed to sin, but
living to God. Inwardly you quickly make a transfer.
You do not bargain. You do not reason. You do not get
on that level. You shut the enemy’s mouth by calling
“Jesus!” You identify with Christ in death and resurrec-
tion. You are living to God in Christ Jesus.

Do you see what will happen by relating to yourself
in this way? It will affect your relationships with one
another. But if you do not remain in your identification
with Christ, and you engage in the activity and conversa-
tion of the old man, eventually you will not be talking
only with your old man. You will find yourself talking to
your husband, but not according to Christ. You will find
yourself talking to your wife, but not according to Christ.
In other words, when we do not reckon ourselves accord-
ing to our identification with Christ, we are left to the
realm of the flesh and the self. Then there is no capacity
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to receive one another and to be established together in
the church life.

So we see how this Christian life works — it is
through justification, identification, and the resulting
inward transaction of throwing off falsehood and dealing
with God. Now you learn to quickly get to the spirit. You
learn to quickly get through all the mire of thoughts and
feelings. You go directly to your identification with
Christ. You do not solve problems. You do not get
answers. You do not stay on that level. You go directly to
Jesus.

Satan wants to have long, drawn-out conversations.
He likes to talk things out, reach a compromise —
whatever allows him room to live in us, nullifying the
cross. Thatis hisrealm. But God’s realm is the realm of
the cross. You know when you are in the reality of the
cross, because the cross is always quick. It works fast. If
whatyou are doing is prolonged, if you yourself are trying
to live a crucified life, it is probably not the cross. The
cross is in the Spirit, and when you touch the Spirit, there
is a quick cutting off of the flesh. It just happens. A quick
circumcision of the flesh takes place. When we identify
with Christ’s all-inclusive death in the Spirit, God'’s life
flows out of us in resurrection. This has a tremendous
effect on our receiving of one another.
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Our relationship to ourselves
under law and under grace

Our relationship to ourselves under the law and under
grace includes our relationship to the Spirit and to our
human spirit. We know that in Romans 7 Paul was under
the law. Of course, in my own life, if | am a person under
the law, then | will bring everyone else under the law. So
| need to enjoy Romans 8:1: “There is therefore now no
condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.” Halle-
lujah! When | enjoy the realm of my spirit with His Spirit,
| am out of the reach of condemnation. | am “in Christ
Jesus.” If you can condemn my Christ, then you can
condemn me, because | have no existence apart from
Him. lamin Him. laminthe Beloved One. 1do not have
a history outside of Him. | dare not consider myself one
inch outside of Him, not even a millimeter outside of
Him. Inrelation to everything, | amin Christ. Everything
that is true of Christ is true of me. Hallelujah!

We relate to ourselves in the realm of the Spirit. We
know the Spirit. We know the joy of experiencing Christ
and not living under condemnation. This removes any
ground for the enemy to bring condemnation into the
church through us. May the Holy Spirit say much more
to us about these matters from the book of Romans.
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Receiving one another, that is, being established
together, is not arrived at in a cheap way. Neitherisitan
insignificant matter. It is the most magnificent thing in
the universe to have an established local church, as
described in Romans, and to have churches that receive
one another as Christ received us. This comes from the
experiences of life. It comes from interacting with
ourselves in justification, in identification, and in grace.
Paul builds the whole book of Romans solidly on life.

Toward the end of Romans Paul tells the believers to
receive one another the way Christ received them. But he
does not say this without having first imparted into them
all the receiving factors. They have been exhilarated in
their justification in chapter 4, realizing that nothing is
against them anymore. They are full of peace in chapter
5 because of God’s reconciling work through Christ’s
death on the cross. They are justified now by faith and
have peace with God through Jesus Christ. In chapter 6
they are fully identified with Christ. God put them so
muchinto Christ! In chapter 8 they are enjoying being out
of the reach of condemnation by being “in Christ Jesus.”
Then, after infusing the saints with all these factors and
more, Paul says, “Receive one another, just as Christ also
received [you] to the glory of God” (15:7).
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Oh, may the Lord grant us much mercy and grace in
these days for a deeper enjoyment of all the rich factors
of our oneness as believers. Out of this enjoyment will
flow the genuine receiving of one another, and the God of
peace will have the way to crush Satan under our feet
shortly. Amen.
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