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So Paul had written two letters to the Corinthians, encour-
aging them to keep their promise to give to the saints in
Jerusalem.  Actually, Paul had been boasting about the
Corinthians’ willingness and eagerness to give, but he
still needed to prod them a little (2 Cor. 9:2-5).  While in
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With the above background in mind, it is clear that
what was on Paul’s heart at the time of the writing of the
letter to the Romans was the oneness of the Body as the
mystery of Christ, that is, the practical establishing of Jew
and Gentile in one church.  In going to Jerusalem Paul’s
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with Jews and Gentiles, tells us that the atmosphere
among the churches was not that peaceful.  Just consider
how Peter withdrew and separated himself from fellow-
ship with the Gentile saints because of fearing “those who
were of the circumcision” (v. 12).  This was even after he

lation from God about
th a confirming experi-
s (Acts 10).  His fear

 tension in the atmosphere

hen Paul wrote his letter
me as he was about to

nd of prayers that Paul
rs to pray indicates there
n Romans 15:30-32 Paul
, through the Lord Jesus
he Spirit, that you strive
s to God for me,  31  that
 Judea who [are disobe-

erusalem may be accept-
me to you with joy by
shed together with you.”
rged the atmosphere was,
g many concerning a gift
124

had had such a powerful reve
receiving the Gentile saints, wi
ence in the house of Corneliu
indicates that there was a strong
of the churches.

This tension was present w
from Corinth to the saints in Ro
depart for Jerusalem.  The ki
beseeched the Roman believe
was warfare related to his trip.  I
says,  30  “Now I beg you, brethren
Christ, and through the love of t
together with me in your prayer
I may be delivered from those in
dient], and that my service for J
able to the saints,  32  that I may co
the will of God, and may be refre
These verses indicate how cha
due to the strong feelings amon



 Established in Oneness

from Gentile churches going into Jewish territory, espe-
cially when the apostle to the Gentiles was bringing the
gift.

The tension reaches its peak in Acts 21, when Paul
arrives in Jerusalem to be received by the church there
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a church composed of Jew and Gentile to come forth in a
simple way.  Of course, the problem was compounded
due to the hatred existing toward Paul.  We know that he
was well aware of the problem because of the way he
spoke to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:22-23:  22  “And
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incident led to Paul’s imprisonment.  Such a sequence of
events illustrates one major fact about the New Testa-
ment period — there was tension and a tremendous battle
over the establishing of the one Body of Christ according
to the revelation of the mystery.
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The word “even” captures the appositional relationship
between the two phrases.  Thus, “my gospel” is “the
proclamation concerning Jesus Christ.”  Paul’s gospel is
not one thing, and the proclamation of Jesus Christ
another.  They are the same.  Thus, Paul is saying the same

ospel” is equivalent to
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has been made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures
has been made known to all nations, according to the
[command] of the [eternal] God, for [the] obedience [of]
faith.”  Once this revelation is disclosed by God in the
Scriptures, there is only one thing left for all the nations

edience of faith.”  The
means that no one has a
ply hear, and then we
esponse to what we hear
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Established by mutual receiving

With the background from Romans 16:25-26 on the
meaning of being established, let us see how Paul used
this same term “established” in Romans 1:11-12:  11  “For

art to you some spiritual
ed —  12  that is, that I may
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primary sense of “established” in verse 11.  A church is
established when there is a mutual receiving and sharing
of the faith of the saints in the context of the new man, the
one Body of Christ.

The mutual faith is also the “common faith” (Titus
th in common with one
 we partake together of
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examples constitute an established church.  In the biblical
sense, an established church exists when the saints stand
together in a common way in a locality and receive one
another.  This kind of receiving is awesome, because it is
a mutual acknowledgment that God has received us all

at respects the reality of

re where saints can grow
. 4:15-16), where every
is own mind (Rom. 14:5),
’s light when they are
ostle Paul (Phil. 3:15),
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view, our ministry, our work, or our denomination, though
what we are “establishing” may be considered outwardly
good by man’s standards.

The proper establishing of the church is an establish-
ing based upon the common ground of the cross, where

rs, and positively we are
 real test of an established
 is a genuine receiving
ing is more than a mere
 as part of the Body of
 ourselves, receiving one
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flects and expresses what
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we see that an established church is one that receives the
saints on the ground of what transpired on the cross (Rom.
15:7; Eph. 2:13-16).

When we understand that “the revelation of the mys-
tery” in Romans 16:25 is all about the kind of relation-

n us on the cross, we can
plies to us:  “Now to Him
ording to my gospel and
t, cording to the kind of
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going to shout on high, “It’s the blood!  It’s the blood!”
Hallelujah!  We are all going to sing to the Lord, “You
have redeemed us to God by Your blood!” (Rev. 5:9).
Our theme will be “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to
receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and

v. 12).  All other chords
refrain about the Lamb.

eiving

to receiving one another,
ature of receiving in the
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word is used in the New Testa
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distant, standoffish receiving, but to drawing someone
toward you.

This same Greek word for receive is also used in
Romans 15:7, where Paul says, “Therefore receive one
another, just as Christ also received [you], to the glory of

 at arm’s distance.  He
me part of Himself.  He
7).  He does not receive
k from us.  Now, our

e same nature as Christ’s
iving that the church is
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manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever
business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a
[protectress ] of many and of myself also.”  Phoebe was
a very strong sister who had been a great supply and help
to many, including Paul himself.

 Phoebe but to receive her
y of the saints.”  This
ts is not a casual matter.
uld match the dignity of
t died.  This matter of

 practice of the church life
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d.”  In other words, as
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saints we should consider our calling — the dignity of it,
the greatness of it, the honor of it — in such a way that our
daily life and walk would match this calling and express
the importance of it.  The calling comes out of eternity past
(2 Tim. 1:9).  We are God’s masterpiece, “created in Christ

dy, the church, to manifest
isdom (Eph. 3:10).
lue and worth concerning
rs.  Paul knows that we
he calling with which we
 on that revelation he begs
ur calling.  Let the way

 we keep our home, the
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 react to people, the way
ur total walk be worthy
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 what God has done over
mans 16.  In verse 2 Paul
hoebe] . . . in a manner
himself exemplifies this
f the chapter.  In Romans
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he says in verse 5, “Greet
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to the universe God’s manifold w

There is a sense of great va
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worthy of the saints.”  Then he 
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my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia
[unto] Christ.”  In verse 7 he continues, “Greet Andronicus
and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners, who are
of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ
before me.”  As he names saint after saint, he elevates

taries.  You can sense the
in Christ.
ys,  “Greet Amplias, my
erse 9 he says, “Greet
hrist.”  In verse 10 he

in Christ.”  Then in verse
nd Tryphosa, who have
e beloved Persis, who
d in verse 13 he says,
rd, and his mother and

 can feel Paul’s genuine
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ny of being
s from Corinth
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them as though they were digni
greatness of each one’s status 

Continuing in verse 8 Paul sa
beloved in the Lord.”  And in v
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labored in the Lord.  Greet th
labored much in the Lord.”  An
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mine.”  In all these verses you
receiving of the saints, his own t
an intimate and personal way.

The practical testimo
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mentions both the Jews, his kinsmen, and the Gentiles.
Each saint is mentioned in the sphere of his being in the
Lord.  The way Paul addresses the saints is itself a
practical example of his own receiving of them in the
vision of the one new man, which is “the revelation of the

 Paul discloses that he is
there are a number of
t city in a church life that
ccording to the revelation
ays, “Timothy, my fellow
s, Jason, and Sosipater,
h brothers.  Timothy was
s 16:1).  He is with Paul
Jewish brothers.
, Tertius, who wrote this
  This is a very telling
  Paul did not actually pen
 And the secretary took the
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relationship the brothers
ame is of Latin origin.

 the fact that a Gentile is
ch in Corinth.
aius, my host.”  Paul also
 1:14 as a brother that he
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mystery.”  Moreover, in verse 21
writing from Corinth, and that 
brothers who are with him in tha
includes all the saints meeting a
of the mystery.  In this verse he s
worker, [greets you], and Luciu
my kinsmen.”  These are Jewis
half Jewish and half Greek (Act
in Corinth, along with the other 

Then in verse 22 we read, “I
epistle, greet you in the Lord.”
insertion in the book of Romans.
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liberty at the end to greet the sai
to the warm and spontaneous 
had with each other.  Tertius’ n
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co-working with him in the chur

In verse 23 Paul mentions “G
speaks of Gaius in 1 Corinthians
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had personally baptized.  Now this brother had opened his
home to become Paul’s host.  Probably Gaius had more
financial substance to have a larger home for the sake of
the church life.  From the wording in verse 23, “Gaius, my
host and the host of the whole church,” it is likely that the

.  This could have been
one place (1 Cor. 14:23).
 saints in Rome from
 going on with Jews and
e, is a living testimony of
. 16:21-23).  In the city

tually gathering in one
lems, but their problems
ke out in a different way.
rch in that city, and Paul
xt of a locality where the
 joined together into one.
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s, “Erastus, the treasurer
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whole church met in his house
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The way Paul writes to the
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Gentiles meeting together as on
what the church should be (Rom
of Corinth, the church was ac
place.  Of course, they had prob
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Nevertheless, they were the chu
was writing to Rome in the conte
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By using the phrase “the wh
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cerning the gathering of the s
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three Gentile brothers, all spe
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of the city, greets you.”  This tells us that one of the city
officials from Corinth was meeting with the saints there.
He also was a Gentile.  Then, the last person mentioned
in verse 23 is Quartus:  “And Quartus, [the] brother.”  We
do not know anything about Quartus, except that he is

ntile origin.
les and the Jews together
giving their greetings to
e saints were somewhat
e Jews and the Gentiles

 themselves.  There was
ing that existed among

riting from Corinth gives
w man gathered as one
:21-23 prepares the way
7.  When he says, “Now
h you according to my
on] of Jesus Christ, ac-
 mystery,” he utters this
e saints in Rome in the
ch in Corinth.

ting the saints

any times in Romans 16.
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called “the brother” and is of Ge
Here in Corinth are the Genti

with Paul as the whole church, 
the saints in Rome.  In Rome th
separated from each other.  Th
were each tending to group by
even some despising and judg
them.  Thus, Paul’s manner of w
a practical example of the ne
church in that city.  Romans 16
for Paul’s prayer in verses 25-2
to Him who is able to establis
gospel, [that is, the proclamati
cording to the revelation of the
prayer for the establishing of th
context of the established chur

The significance of gree

Paul uses the word “greet” m
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It comes from the Greek word ajspavzomai, which means
“to embrace.”  The root meaning is to draw someone near
or toward you.  It is similar to the Greek word for
“receive” in chapters 14 and 15.  So when Paul tells the
saints to greet one another, he is talking about more than

ulture, the word “greet”
 polite “Good morning.”
rstand greeting, but that
s 16.
aul speaks of here in
velation of the mystery of

ach saint is a particular
eceive and embrace.  The
mplies not just casual
nships.  We are members
y you want to embrace
 Paul says, “Greet one
. 16:16a).  This is the
g chapter.

m of divisions

rds on the establishing
also a negative warning.
,” and “receive,” he also
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just a casual greeting.  In our c
tends to be in the category of a
This is the way we usually unde
is not its significance in Roman

The kind of greeting that P
Romans is based upon a deep re
Christ in one organic Body.  E
member of Christ that we are to r
Greek word for “greet” also i
acquaintances but family relatio
of the family of God.  This is wh
the saints in a warm way.  So
another with a holy kiss” (Rom
atmosphere found in this closin

Dealing with the proble

Along with Paul’s positive wo
of the saints in Rome, there is 
While he says, “greet,” “embrace
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says, “avoid,” or “turn away from,” some.  The same man
who says “receive” also says “avoid.”  How can you have
receiving and avoiding at the same time?  To answer this
we need to look at Romans 16:17-20:  17  “Now I urge you,
brethren, note those who cause divisions and [causes of

ing] which you learned,
o are such do not serve
wn belly, and by smooth

eceive the hearts of the
as become known to all.
ut I want you to be wise
 concerning evil.  20  And
n under your feet shortly.
rist be with you.  Amen.”
 preserve the receiving by
re persistently divisive.
hurch is related to the
g to the revelation of the
ttack on the church will be
iving.  The church is the
receive one another.  It is
is not a certain group; it
 anyone’s private work.
ended as one Body by the
nded Christ.  Yet, because
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stumbling], contrary to the [teach
and avoid them.  18  For those wh
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their o
words and flattering speech d
simple.  19  For your obedience h
Therefore I [rejoice over you]; b
[as to] what is good, and simple
the God of peace will crush Sata
The grace of our Lord Jesus Ch
Here Paul shows us the need to
avoiding those whose actions a

If the establishing of the c
receiving of the saints accordin
mystery, then Satan’s greatest a
to disturb and frustrate the rece
highest place in the universe to 
the church of the living God.  It 
is not a denomination; nor is it
The church is where we are all bl
crucified, resurrected, and asce
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there is an enemy of the building up of the Body, Paul
gives a clear warning concerning divisions and causes of
stumbling.

As long as some would persist in letting Satan into the
church through divisiveness and actions that cause the

e one another in a simple
 them, to turn away from
 is not contradictory to
s an action that preserves
e divisions and causes of
ceiving.  Paul makes this
e was not only despising
en the saints, but also a
p together according to
sion.  The reason Paul
 there was not a receiv-
ints’ relationships.
ceiving, then it is neces-
 them and avoid them, as
egative action, in reality,

he atmosphere of receiv-
y of being guarded and
 to seek to “deceive the
8).  The simple here are

saints who are guileless
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saints to stumble and not receiv
way, then the Bible says to avoid
them.  The turning away here
receiving the saints.  Indeed, it i
the atmosphere of receiving.  Th
stumbling are attacks on the re
clear in Romans 14, where ther
and judging taking place betwe
tendency among them to grou
their preferences, causing divi
pleads for the receiving is that
ing atmosphere governing the sa

When some persist in not re
sary to exercise caution, to mark
Paul said.  Such an apparently n
tells how positive and precious t
ing is in the church.  It is worth
protected.  Satan uses people
hearts of the simple” (Rom. 16:1
not simple-minded people but 
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and not distrusting toward others.  Where there is simplic-
ity there is not an atmosphere of suspicion.  We just love
Jesus, and we love one another.

It is this state of simplicity among the saints that Satan
hates and seeks to disintegrate.  It is this kind of church,

g between the saints, that
 who cause division and
need to be made aware of
omes with smooth words
seudo-spirituality.  You
at realm because you are
nward ruptures, you are
icions, and you are left

 says to avoid those who
t of the establishing of the
 practical way.  This is a
re there is righteousness,
 among us.  We treasure

recious commodity.  It is
ive one another as Christ
 of the peace, Satan’s head
 who crushes Satan (Gen.
ack to the peace.  We let
 our hearts.  It is to this
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where there is a genuine receivin
Satan attacks through persons
occasions of stumbling.  So we 
the enemy’s subtle attacks.  He c
and flattering speech and a p
know when you have touched th
left with death, you are left with i
left with evil thoughts and susp
with opinions.  That is why Paul
cause such things.  This is all par
church as the one new man in a
matter of the house of God, whe
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit
this reality.

The peace between us is a p
the bond that unites us to rece
received us.  When we take care
is crushed.  It is the God of peace
3:15; Rom. 16:20).  We come b
the peace of Christ arbitrate in
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peace that we were called in one Body (Col. 3:15).
Thank God that we could be established according to

the revelation of the mystery.  The establishing is in the
receiving.  Thus, receiving is a great matter in God’s
establishing of the church in oneness.
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