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     Scripture quotations are taken from the
New King James Version of the Bible, unless
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  1 w  The Nature of the Lord’s Voice

           Introduction

According to the Lord’s own words in John 10:2
His sheep hear His voice and they follow Hi

Thus, as believers, we need to understand what it m
to follow our Shepherd by hearing His voice and in
speaking.  His voice in us is a present reality and tou
the details of our daily life.  As we hear His voice and
along with it, we become partakers of the Lord, and Go
economy of conforming us to the image of His S
progresses in us.

Our God is a living, talking, and speaking God.  
even identifies Himself as the Word.  Concerning 
Lord Jesus, John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word w
God.”  He is the logos, or Word.  That means Christ as t
Word is God’s speech and utterance.  Now this One a
logos has entered into our being.  He comes into us a
Word, with His voice and speaking. Therefore, we n
to understand the nature of His voice.
1
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        The Nature of the Lord’s Voice
 under the Old Covenant

      The ten words written on tablets of stone

To fully appreciate the nature of the Lord’s voi
under the new covenant, we need to see the nature o
voice under the old covenant.  In Old Testament tim
under the old covenant, God did speak.  His voice 
there.  One of the ways God spoke was in the ten w
written on the tablets of stone, that is, in the ten comm
ments.  In Deuteronomy 10:4, most of the Bible tran
tions (at least in the margin) do not say “ten comma
ments” but “ten words.”  God spoke ten words t
revealed His nature and the kind of God He is.

The kind of commands we give reveals the kind
persons we are.  For example, if I am a loose person
commands will be loose.  If I am a strict person, 
commands will be strict.  The kind of person I am will
expressed in the kind of commandments I give.  Thus
kind of God we have is revealed in His commandme
That God would command, “You shall have no ot
gods before Me,” indicates that He wants our affec
exclusively.  God wants our heart.  Similarly, the fact t
He would command, “You shall not kill,” reveals that o
2



nd-
and
 also
ey
hrist.

hen
ne.
and
 the
ant

oke
t He
om
 the
ren
u,

he
s.
ld
God is a God of life and love.  He gives His comma
ments to reveal something of what kind of God He is 
what kind of nature He has.  The ten commandments
reveal how much we fall short of what God is.  Th
reveal to us that we are sinners and that we need C
Accordingly, they lead us to Christ.

The main point under the old covenant was that w
God spoke, His voice was written in the tablets of sto
Though under the old covenant His voice was true 
revealed His holy and loving nature, it could not supply
life that His voice can now supply under the new coven
(cf. Gal. 3:21; John 5:24-25).

                            In the holy of holies

Exodus 25 gives us another picture of how God sp
under the old covenant.  This chapter records tha
spoke in the holy of holies, where He met with man fr
above the blood-sprinkled mercy seat and between
two cherubim.  There, He came to meet with the child
of Israel.  God said to Moses, “There I will meet with yo
and I will speak with you . . .” (Exo. 25:22). Thus, t
words of God were coming forth in the holy of holie
This place of God’s speaking was known in the O
Testament as the oracle of God (1 Kings 8:6 ASV).
3
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 Under the old covenant, God’s speaking was ther
the ten words on the tablets of stone, and His spea
was there in the holy of holies.  Both these instance
God’s speaking revealed His holiness and glory. Ne
theless, the Lord’s voice under the old covenant was
yet of the nature of an inward communication of Himself.
Rather, God’s speaking during the Old Testament pe
was of the nature of an outward communication of His
desires and will.

     In many portions and ways through the prophets

Hebrews 1:1 also gives a good summary of the na
of God’s speaking under the old covenant:  “God, wh
various times and in different ways spoke in time pas
the fathers by the prophets. . . .”  God spoke in m
different ways in the Old Testament. For example, so
times He spoke in a vision, sometimes in a dream. 
spoke to Daniel and to King Nebuchadnezzar in th
ways.

We see then that under the old covenant God 
speaking in many different ways: through the law in 
tablets of stone, in the speaking-place from above
mercy seat, through visions, through dreams, thro
prophets receiving a word from the Lord and speakin
4
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to the people.  In all these ways, the people had to de
primarily upon another person, such as a prophet, to 
God’s direct speaking.  Thus, the kind of speaking un
the old covenant, although true and proper, was 
outward in nature.

           The Nature of the Lord’s Voice
under the New Covenant

                        In His Son

Under the new covenant the speaking of the Lord
the voice of the Lord, is of a different nature.  Hebre
1:1-2 says,  1  “God, who at various times and in differe
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophe2

has in these last days spoken to us [in the] Son, whom He
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also
made the [universe].”  The New Translation by J. N.
Darby omits the definite article, “the,” in the phrase 
the Son.”  This omission is in keeping with the struct
of the literal Greek text. Thus, it reads “in Son.”  Th
same grammatical construction is found in John 4
with the words “God is Spirit.”  The definite article 
absent in both cases.  In Hebrews 1:1, the phrase
prophets” has the definite article.  Thus, in verse 2 
5
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 Son
would expect to read, “has at the last of these days sp
to us in the Son.”  But it does not say the Son; it says “in
Son,” or “in a Son.”  This is because in the Greek langu
when the nature of something is being emphasized
definite article is usually omitted.  Here the emphasi
on the nature of Christ as a Son.  God’s speaking n
under the new covenant, is of the nature of a so
relationship with a father.

The description of Christ as “a Son” implies a re
tionship of life and love.  First, a son is one who has
life of his father. For example, I have two sons. They h
my life.  I begat them. Thus, being a son has to do w
life-relationship. When the writer of Hebrews says t
God has spoken to us in a Son, this means that G
speaking to us is bound up in our life-relationship a
fellowship with the Son.  It reveals that the nature
God’s voice in us is related to our participation in a
enjoyment of the life of the Son.  In other words, the m
we learn how to enjoy and partake of Christ Himsel
life, the more we will hear the Lord’s voice.  It may ev
be said that the Lord’s voice in us is a life-voice, as J
5:25-26 reveals:  25  “Most assuredly, I say to you, the ho
is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the vo
of the Son of God; and those who hear will live.  26  For as
the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the
to have life in Himself.”
6
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Second, a son not only has a life-relationship, but 
a love-relationship.  Love is the realm in which the So
God lives and exists.  The Father loves the Son, and
Son loves the Father.  To say that God has spoken to u
a Son” definitely implies that God’s speaking in us
related to our love-relationship with the Lord.  As w
enjoy the fellowship of life, and as we cultivate a lov
relationship with Him in our heart, we will spontaneou
become acquainted with His voice in us (cf. 1 John 5
4).  Out of the flow of life and love comes much inn
speaking.  To know the Lord as life and love is to kn
His voice in us.  This is the nature of the Lord’s vo
under the new covenant.

                     Upon the tablets of the heart

Christ as the Word/logos (John 1:1) dwelling within
us speaks in the form of spiritual writing upon our hea
Indeed, this is one of the main distinguishing marks of
new covenant in contrast with the old covenant.  Go
law is no longer being written on tablets of stone but
the fleshly tablets of our hearts. In 2 Corinthians 3:3 P
says, “you are manifestly an epistle of Christ, ministe
by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the livin
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, tha
7
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of the heart.”  Thus, to know the Lord’s voice within 
is to understand the way in which His voice manife
itself — by the Spirit’s writing upon our hearts.

The subject of the Spirit’s writing is the law of God
as it is described by the Lord Himself in Matthew 5—
Paul describes this same subject in Romans 8:4-5:  4  “That
the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us who do not walk according to the flesh but accord
to the spirit.  5  For those who live according to the fle
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
live according to the spirit, the things of the spirit.”  T
righteous requirement of the law is what the Lord tau
in Matthew 5—7 in what is commonly called the Serm
on the Mount.  Now this uplifted law is being written up
our hearts by the Spirit. It is this Spirit-writing th
constitutes the Lord’s voice within us.

The evidence of our hearing the Lord’s voice is b
the consciousness we have within our hearts as well a
inclination of our hearts.  For example, the very c
sciousness and prompting in us forbidding us to tak
certain course of action or hold a certain attitude is 
speaking within.  The consciousness itself is the Lo
voice. This kind of consciousness may also be unders
as a consciousness of life, because the nature o
consciousness is an inner awareness that is being
8
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plied to us by the life of God.  If we cooperate with t
consciousness, or in other words, if we listen to the Lo
voice within, and by faith obey His forbidding feeling, w
will unlock the floodgate of the Spirit of life into ou
whole being.  It is important to know that His voi
always comes with the supply of His presence and gr

The uniqueness of the new covenant relations
with the Lord is this: it is not keeping outward comman
but discovering His voice as an inner consciousn
Thus, it is not being outwardly told what to do; it is being
prompted from within concerning what to do.  So, expe
the Lord’s voice to come from within you. And the w
you will discover His voice is by His inner operation th
manifests itself by inward promptings.

Recently, I became acquainted with the most b
function of the IBM computer. When I turned the co
puter on, I discovered a little blinking “C” at the botto
of the screen referred to as the “C” prompt. The “
prompt looks something like this:  C:\>.  The appearance
of this “C” prompt on the screen tells you that the comp
is operating and is prompting you to enter a comma
Indeed, the prompt is the computer’s way of speaking to 
it is the computer’s voice. Of course, when you ente
command, you open up a wealth of information on 
screen.  An entire computer world can instantly be avail
to you by simply responding to the “prompt.”
9
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In the same way, we as believers, indwelt by the
of God, have promptings within us.  These prompti
are the Lord’s way of speaking to us.  They are the Lord’s
voice.  They are telling us that God is operating in u
open up all the riches of His life to our inward par
However, to get the benefit of God’s life within we ne
to respond properly to the prompting.  In our daily li
when we say “Amen” to the prompting within and 
along with it, we are obeying the voice of the Lord.

This prompting is what Paul refers to in Philippia
2:12-14:  12  “Therefore, my beloved, as you have alwa
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much m
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear a
trembling;  13  For it is God who works in you both to wi
and to do for His good pleasure.  14  Do all things without
murmuring and [reasoning].”  In the first part of verse 
Paul mentions the term obey.  The word “obey” in Greek
is a compound word formed by the two words “hear”  a
“under.”  Thus, to obey means “to be under a hearin
Hearing the Lord’s voice is integral to obeying or follo
ing Him, even as He indicated in John 10:27:  “My sh
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me

To hear the Lord under the new covenant mean
recognize promptings within our heart.  The promptin
God Himself operating within us.  When we respo
10
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positively to the prompting, we actually obey Him.  No
it is at the point of obeying Him that we need to see
difference between Old Testament and New Testam
obedience. Old Testament obedience is man respon
to the outward law of God without the supply of life th
is necessary to carry it out (Gal. 3:21).  New Testam
obedience is man responding to God from the v
responses and promptings produced by God Hims
These responses are inwardly produced by God Him
out of the riches and supply of His grace.

 First, it is by grace that God authors and produ
within us the promptings to Himself.  Second, He s
plies grace once again at every point that we obey
voice and respond to His inner promptings.  This is w
is meant in John 1:16:  “And of His fullness we have
received, and grace for grace” (or, “grace in exchange for
grace”).  When we obey by saying “Amen” to H
speaking, we are not merely carrying out an act
obedience from our own energy or strength; we 
exchanging the grace of His promptings for a fresh sup
of grace to work out those promptings in our practi
experience.  Obedience under the new covenant is a
of faith to open ourselves to the flow of God’s grace
once again supply us with Himself.  Thus, to hear 
voice is not to come under a demand of the law.  Ra
it is to hear a call to enjoy a fresh supply of grace.
11
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The Lord’s voice is located in the region of our he
Hebrews 3:7-8 tells us,  7  “Therefore, as the Holy Spir
says: ‘Today, if you will hear His voice,  8  do not harden
your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of trial in 
wilderness.’ ”  The voice of God speaks in our hea
When the Lord is speaking we can either constrict 
harden our heart so that it is not soft and pliable to
voice, or we can hear His voice and soften our heart
go along with that voice.  This is the way we interact w
the Lord’s voice under the new covenant.

        Imparted and written upon our inward parts

Further development of the truth concerning 
Lord’s voice is found in Hebrews 8:10-11:  10  “For this is
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel a
those days, says the Lord:  I will [impart] My laws in th
mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be th
God, and they shall be My people.  11  None of them shal
teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Kn
the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them
the greatest of them.”  These two verses are a quot
from Jeremiah 31:33-34.  Again, the uniqueness of
new covenant is in the imparting of His laws into o
mind and the actual inscribing of them on our heart.  T
12
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shows that the voice of the Lord is in our thoughts an
our heart.  His voice is in our desires, in our feelings
that inner operation of being prompted with an impu
concerning something.  His voice is also in the inclinat
of our will.  The Lord’s voice under the new covenan
directly present within the heart of every believer.  T
is the nature of His speaking.

Sometimes the Lord’s voice comes in the form o
question, such as, What are you doing here? or, Wher
you going?  For example, one day the prophet Elijah 
sulking because Jezebel was seeking his life (1 K
19:2).  Yes, Elijah was truly a mighty man of God.  He h
already caused fire from heaven to come down 
consume an offering, thus exposing the falseness o
prophets of Baal and exonerating and vindicating 
living God (1 Kings 18:19-39).  But when he heard 
report that Jezebel wanted to kill him, he ran for his l
Eventually, his flight ended with his hiding in a cave

In 1 Kings 19:9-13, we read the details of the stor
Elijah’s encounter with the Lord’s voice:  9  “And there he
went into a cave, and spent the night in that place;
behold, the word of the LORD came to him, and He s
to him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’  10  So he said,
‘I have been very zealous for the LORD God of hosts;
the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, 
13
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down Your altars, and killed Your prophets with t
sword.  I alone am left; and they seek to take my life 11

Then He said, ‘Go out, and stand on the mountain be
the LORD.’  And behold, the LORD passed by, an
great and strong wind tore into the mountains and b
the rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD w
not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, bu
LORD was not in the earthquake;  12  and after the earth
quake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and a
the fire a still small voice.  13  So it was, when Elijah hear
it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out
stood in the entrance of the cave.  And suddenly a v
came to him, and said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?
This story illustrates how the Lord is in the still small voi
In the original Hebrew language it says, “a delicate whis
ing voice.”  The Lord was in that whisper.  God’s speak
was in that still small voice, and it was in the form o
question, “What are you doing here?”

Maybe you have found yourself in “a cave” at so
time.  Perhaps you went to the cave of a movie theater
while you were watching all the defiling things on t
screen, there arose a consciousness within you in the
of a question,  “What are you doing here?”  You can
sure that that was God talking to you.  That is the way
voice speaks — right inside of you.
14
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In Genesis 3, God approached Adam in the s
way.  After Adam had hidden himself from the prese
of the Lord, God came to him, asking the questi
“Where are you?”  Of course, God already knew wh
Adam was, but He still needed to ask him the question.

Sometimes in our lives, when we are living f
vanity, while we are in our own little world with our ow
self-centered goals and aims, there comes a consc
ness within us with words that form in our own thoug
saying, “Where am I?  What am I doing with my lif
Where will my life end up?”  It may seem like our ow
mind talking, but we must realize that God’s voice com
to us as He is writing it into our consciousness — into
own thoughts and heart.  God is talking to us through
own consciousness.  This way of speaking is accordin
the new covenant.  He is not merely talking to us, bu
is infusing and supplying into us the very thing He
speaking about.

We probably do not realize how much of the voice
the Lord we, as believers, actually have in our daily l
For example, you may remember someone during
day.  Perhaps as you are washing the dishes, you 
about that person.  Actually it is the Lord speaking to y
putting that person on your heart so that you would p
for him or give him a phone call.
15
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In his letters to the churches and to individuals, P
describes his experiences of having the Lord’s speak
In 2 Timothy 1:3-5 Paul says,  3  “I thank God, whom I
serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did
without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night an
day,  4  greatly desiring to see you, [remembering] your
tears, that I may be filled with joy,  5  when I call to
remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, whic
dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your moth
Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.”  Paul il
trates in these verses that the Lord’s voice speaking to
is in and through his thoughts.  It is in the normal aven
and channels of his being.  This corresponds to God’s
covenant way of imparting His laws into our mind a
inscribing them upon our heart.

When we understand this new covenant way
God’s speaking, we must confess that we all have h
more of His voice in our daily life than we realized.  F
example, God’s speaking has come to us many time
the form of desires within us.  We may have a desire t
to the church meeting.  That very desire within us is Go
speaking in the form of an inclination inscribed on o
heart.  Thus, we could see how simple and intimate is
Lord’s voice to us and in us under the new covenant.
16
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Through our environment

Often in our experience the Lord’s voice in us e
counters a deaf or indifferent ear.  When this occurs
Lord has a way to turn up the volume of His speak
According to the Scriptures, His way is to use our en
ronment and circumstances to intensify His inner spe
ing. This is the spiritual principle of discipline and cha
tisement in the lives of all God’s children (cf. Heb. 12
9).  The effect that God’s discipline has on our ability
hear the Lord’s voice is exemplified in Isaiah 30:20-
20  “And though the Lord gives you the bread of advers
and the water of affliction, yet your teachers will not
moved into a corner anymore, but your eyes shall see
teachers.  21  Your ears shall hear a word behind yo
saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn
the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.”

When the Lord gives us the bread of adversity and the
water of affliction, He is doing so in order to get o
attention, that we may hear His voice.  Adversity a
affliction are described as teachers that are not hidd
a corner anymore.  Indeed, our eyes will see our teac
These teachers are different from brothers and si
giving us outward instructions.  They are like perso
tutors that are able to get our attention so that we 
17
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listen to the Lord.  They are sent by God when all e
seems to fail.  Under God’s sovereignty, the envir
ments of adversity and affliction are used by Him to at
one end — our hearing of the Lord’s voice.

The effectiveness of environmental discipline in o
lives is evidenced by the fact that we eventually do h
a voice behind us saying, “This is the way, walk in 
when we turn to the right or when we turn to the left.  T
voice keeps us on the straight and narrow way of exp
encing Christ.  Our tendency is to be side-tracked, tur
aside either to the right or to the left.  The right and 
represent evil, the flesh, the world, or our own indep
dent way (cf. Prov. 4:23-27).  If we have learned from 
teachers of adversity and affliction, when we are ag
tempted to turn off the road to the right or left, we will hear
the Lord speaking through our consciousness, “This is
way (Christ), walk in it (Him)” (cf. Col. 2:6).  All of God’s
discipline in our lives has this one goal — that we wo
hear the Lord’s voice and follow Him.

 In the New Testament, Revelation 3:19-20 reve
this same principle of discipline used by God to sec
our inner attention to hear His voice.  Here the Lord s
19  “As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline.  Theref
be zealous and repent.  20  Behold, I stand at the door an
knock.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the do
18
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The Lord gives a little rebuking and a little discipline
turn up the volume of His voice.  He has already b
speaking in us, even standing at the door and knock
but we have not heard His voice.  Now He knocks a l
harder through rebuke and discipline.  When He says
anyone hears My voice,” it is as though He is saying
spoke to you in a whisper, in a still small voice, but y
closed your ears to Me by your reasoning mind.  Y
own self-centered desires deafened and muffled 
voice.  But now, through discipline, I have secured 
goal in your life.  You hear My voice and are opening 
door, and I am coming into your life to set up an in
table where we can feast together — you with Me a
with you.”

May the Holy Spirit cause us all to become wa
within, so that we all can say, “Lord, thank You that Yo
voice is so intimate in me all day long.”  Begin thanki
Him for His voice even though you have not obeyed
Simply say, “Thank You for speaking.  Thank You f
this consciousness.  Thank You, Lord, that You h
been speaking in me even though I did not listen.  As
begin in this way to enjoy Him and partake of Him, 
will find within us godly desires, a Spirit-wrought wil
ingness, and inclinations toward the things of God, wh
19
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come from God Himself operating in our being.  B
learning to follow this inner operation, we become,
reality, one of His sheep who hear His voice and foll
Him in daily life.  This is what it means to experien
God’s economy, and this is the pathway to God’s ete
purpose of conformity to the image of Christ.  Amen
20
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       2 w  Understanding the Lord’s Voice

Hearing and understanding the Lord’s voice is a v
and integral part of our daily Christian life.  We a

actually participating in Christ’s own experience d
scribed in Isaiah 50:4-5:  4  “The Lord God has given Me
the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to sp
a word in season to him who is weary.  He awakens Me
morning by morning, He awakens My ear to hear as
learned.  5  The Lord God has opened My ear; and I w
not rebellious, nor did I turn away.”  The Lord Himself
needed to have His ear awakened morning by mornin
order to live an obedient life in His humanity.  The Lo
lives His life in us today in the same way that He lived 
life on the earth.  Indeed, His human life is being rep
duced in us by the Spirit.  Thus, we should become m
familiar with this aspect of His life, so that we can h
and understand His voice in us.
21
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         The Lord’s Voice Is Like an Inner Drawing

The Lord’s voice in us is described in John’s Gos
as an inner drawing.  In John 6:37 the Lord says, “All t
the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one w
comes to Me I will by no means cast out.”   Then agai
verses 44-45 He says,  44  “No one can come to Me unles
the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up
at the last day.  45  It is written in the prophets, ‘And the
shall all be taught by God.’  Therefore everyone who has
heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.”  Thus,
to hear God and be taught by God is, in essence
experience an inward drawing toward the Lord Je
That is, this inward speaking is experienced as an at
tion toward Christ.  This inner drawing indicates H
direct speaking to us.

Although I did not realize it at the time, I experienc
this inward speaking when I first came to the Lord.  Af
hearing the gospel for the first time, there was a cons
inner drawing in me toward Christ.  This drawing e
pressed itself in my curiosity toward the Bible and chu
history.  It also expressed itself through my interest in
girl that later became my wife.  She spoke to me abou
Lord in a way I had never heard before.  The Lord w
drawing me to Himself, and this drawing was His speak-
ing to me.
22
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The Greek word for draw is helkuo, and may be
properly understood as a gentle inner persuasion. 
something in you that attracts and persuades you to
the Lord and the things of the Lord.  It is the same kin
experience spoken of in Jeremiah 31:3: “The LORD 
appeared of old to me, saying:  ‘Yes, I have loved 
with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindnes
have drawn you.’ ”  Thus, the manner of the Lord
speaking is that gentle persuasion of love that draws
hearts to Him.

 The speaking of the Lord under the new covena
an inward drawing resulting from a divine operation
our being.  The drawing is His speaking.  Even though w
are sometimes indifferent to that inner drawing, it is s
there in us.  We can run away from it or we can nurtur
Whatever measure of drawing to the Lord we may ha
it is deserving of our thanksgiving.  We should s
“Thank You, Lord, for the desire that I find in myself f
You.”  Even a little bit of desire in us for the Lord shou
be considered His speaking.

His speaking manifests itself by an inward drawi
In other words, He does not normally speak with aud
words, telling us what to do or not to do.  Rather, 
actually imparts into us the very substance and reali
His speaking.  For example, if He is speaking to us a
23
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“willingness” in an area of our lives, He will incline ou
hearts and draw our hearts in that area.  Philippians 2
13 makes this clear:  12  “Therefore, my beloved, as yo
have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
much more in my absence, work out your own salva
with fear and trembling;  13  for it is God who works in you
both to will and to do for His good pleasure.”  Go
Himself operates within to produce the willingness a
the working.  This illustrates that understanding 
Lord’s voice is related to understanding His draw
from within our hearts.

The Old Testament example of the Shulamm
maiden’s request to her bridegroom expresses the 
kind of drawing spoken of in the New Testament.  In S
of Songs 1:4 the maiden says, “Draw me; we will run a
thee” (ASV).  When the Lord draws us, we will run af
Him.  We can be sure that when we find within us t
gentle inner drawing toward the Lord, that itself is the
Lord’s speaking to us.  By grace He works within us
impart the very reality of the words He speaks. When
calls us to Himself, He makes us feel an inward draw
toward Him, even as He declares in John 12:32:  “An
if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all [men] to
Myself.”
24
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         The Lord’s Voice Is Like an Inner Knowing

According to the verses in John 10 that speak
clearly about the Lord’s voice, we observe that His vo
in our experience is like an inner knowing.  John 10:
says,  4  “And when he brings out his own sheep, he g
before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his
voice.  5  Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, b
will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 
strangers.”  Also, in verse 14 the Lord says, “I am th
good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by
My own.”  This inner knowing of the Lord’s voice i
similar to experiencing an inner drawing, in that we 
moved and touched from within.  In our experience th
is a deep inner consciousness and conviction.  That is
Lord’s voice is written into our very consciousness.

For example, when we received Christ into us, it w
because we were convinced by this inner knowing tha
should receive Him.  Outwardly, we may have heard a
preacher sharing the gospel, or we may have read a tract
explaining to our mind the way of salvation.  But inwardly
we knew that receiving Christ was the right thing to do.  T
inner knowing to follow the Lord as our Shepherd is sim
His voice speaking in our consciousness.
25
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This inner knowing has a long history.  It goes ba
to eternity past and stretches forward to eternity future
John 10:3 the Lord says, “the sheep hear his voice; an
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”  W
must see that the reason He can call His own shee
name is because in eternity past we were given by
Father to the Son by name.  He knows us by name.  In fac
we were all personal gifts given by the Father to the S
In John 10:27-29 the Lord says,  27  “My sheep hear My
voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  28  And I give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither s
anyone snatch them out of My hand.  29  My Father, who
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is ab
to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.”  These verse
John 10 (together with Hebrews 13:20-21, which tells
about the Lord being the great Shepherd of the she
the blood of an eternal covenant) show us somethin
the substance of our inner knowing of the Lord.  Nam
that our inner knowing of His voice today, in time, is our
response to the Father and the Son’s eternal knowing of
us. Thus, we can confidently say that we know H
because He first knew us (cf. Gal. 4:9).

The Son willingly took us by name, and then in 
eternal covenant He agreed to shepherd us all the way —
of eternity past, through time with all the problems of sin,
26
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flesh, the world, and the devil, and into eternity futu
Overcoming all obstacles, He would bring us through, f
conformed to His image.

Furthermore, this inner knowing is a reality to us
Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit Himself bears witness w
our spirit that we are children of God.”  The Spirit witness
with our spirit that we are children of God is an inn
knowing and consciousness.  This is His way of speakin
us in the most intimate and personal manner.  Instea
hearing an outward voice, something apart from us, we 
an inner consciousness of His abiding presence.  This is
we understand the Lord’s voice.

                      The Lord’s Voice Is Like an
                       Inner Infusion and Supply

The Lord’s voice under the new covenant come
an inner infusion and supply.  Galatians 3:21 says, “Is
law then against the promises of God?  Certainly not! For
if there had been a law given which could have given 
truly righteousness would have been by the law.”  Go
voice under the old covenant was indeed correct 
proper in itself, but as an outward law it could not g
life.  It could not infuse and supply life.  It could only te
you what to do.  No doubt, the law given by Mos
27
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accurately defined our condition, but it could not sup
life to carry it out.  But John 1:17 says, “For the law w
given through Moses, but grace and truth [or, real
came through Jesus Christ.”  Grace and reality com
through Jesus Christ is different from an outward 
being handed to us.  Grace and reality is the Lord Him
in person coming to us to infuse His very life into o
being.

  The law was given but grace came.  There is a big
difference.  For example, I can  communicate with yo
two ways.  I can send you a letter or I can come in pe
to communicate with you.  The law given by Moses is l
receiving a communication by letter, but grace and rea
coming through Jesus Christ is, in fact, receiving
communication from Christ Himself in person.  When 
comes in person, we receive direct infusion and sup
This supply is the new covenant way God speaks to
His speaking to us is His simultaneous supply into
Jesus said in John 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life;
flesh profits nothing.  The words that I speak to you a
spirit, and they are life.”  The very words themselves are
spirit and life.  Words and speaking mean infusion 
supply.

 Furthermore, this speaking is not merely an in
mittent or sporadic speaking but a constant supply of
28
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in our being.  For example, we experience an in
infusion of love toward our relatives to pray for the
salvation.  The love we feel for them is God’s way
speaking to us about them.  God did not come 
outwardly tell us to love our relatives and pray for the
He does not do it that way.  Rather, He wells up within
with compassion and burden.  The compassion and
den are the Lord’s voice, because His voice comes w
the infusion and supply of what He wants us to do.  Th
as we learn to read the feelings within our heart, we
learning to hear the Lord’s voice.

Often, His voice comes like a little seed plant
within our hearts, in the form of a thought or burden.
we would pay more attention to those burdens, and
them by prayer, we would discover the voice of God
our daily life in an increasing way.  On the contrary, if 
consider His speaking as merely an objective, outw
voice, we may miss the hundreds of times God desire
subjectively and inwardly fulfill something within us.

Paul refers to this inward teaching in 1 Thessalon
4:9:  “But concerning brotherly love you have no ne
that I should write to you, for you yourselves are tau
by God to love one another.”  The phrase “taught by G
in Greek is a compound word which literally means G
taught (theodidaktos).  In other words, we are intuitivel
29
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God-taught to love one another.  According to 1 The
lonians 4:8 this inward God-kind of teaching is com
from a present and continuous supply of the Holy Sp

There is within us a speaking which is teaching
about our relationships with one another.  However,
teaching comes in the form of an infusion of the H
Spirit, rather than in the form of an outward demand. 
are all God-taught.  This indicates that we have His vo
speaking in us about loving one another.  John 6:45 s
“they shall all be taught by God,” and Hebrews 8:1
indicates that these taught ones include the least to
greatest of the saints.  This tells us that we all have
voice, and we all can experience the infusion and su
of His voice and speaking.

       The Lord’s Voice Is Like an Inner Inclination

The fact that the Lord’s voice infuses and supplie
with love for Him, godly desires, willingness to ob
Him, and the ability to go along with Him reveals that H
voice is like an inner inclination in our being. That is, 
puts His inclinations into us.  This is the nature of H
speaking.  It is not hearing an audible voice; neither 
waiting for a vision; nor is it reading some words th
appear before our eyes in a ticker-tape fashion.  Ra
30
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the normal voice of the Son speaking in us comes 
supplied feeling of life written into our consciousne
This feeling is an inner inclination or inner tendency.
may even be considered as an inner bias or dispositio
is definitely the bent and leaning of our mind, emoti
and will.  For example, there may be an inclination
desire within you to spend more time with the Lord.  Y
have a leaning in that direction.  It is not an overpowe
feeling; nevertheless you seem to be bent in the direc
of desiring more time in your daily life to spend with t
Lord.  That inclination is the voice of the Son of God, 
speaking audibly in your ears, but speaking in your in
consciousness by an infused tendency.  The tend
carries with it a fresh supply of grace.  Thus, whene
you go along with that tendency and obey it, you disco
that the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Chris
present there with you, backing up that tendency w
fresh and available grace.

The apostle Paul mentions this inner inclination
Romans 8:5-6:  5  “For those who live according to th
flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but th
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spi
6   For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritu
minded is life and peace.”  The American Stand
Version translates verse 6, “For the mind of the flesh is
31
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death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace.”  The
Concordant Literal New Testament translates it, “For the
disposition of the flesh is death, yet the disposition of the
spirit is life and peace.”  The Emphasized Bible by
Rotherham translates the same verse, “For what is pre-
ferred by the flesh is death, whereas what is preferred by
the spirit is life and peace.”  All of these translatio
attempt to capture the depth of the Greek word phronema
used here by Paul.

This New Testament word phronema, according to
the Greek lexicons, means the bent or direction of the
mind, emotions, and will.  In other words, it refers to th
inclination of all the faculties of our inner being. Roma
8:6 tells us that the very source of this bent and inclina
is the Spirit. It is the Spirit that produces a Spirit-inclin
disposition in us that registers a consciousness of 
and peace.”  In fact, this is one of the major things
Spirit accomplishes in us — inclining our inner bei
toward the things of God.

When we experience these inclinations toward G
and the things of God, it causes us to worship H
because we realize that the very thing He is inclining
to, He Himself does.  It is all grace!  For example, 
wants us to love Him, so He Himself imparts into us 
love whereby we can love Him.  We discover that the l
32
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of God is something poured out in our hearts through
Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).  Another inclination that w
discover in our experience is a desire to share Christ 
others.  We gradually begin to realize that the inclina
itself is the Lord’s voice in us, prompting us to preach 
gospel.  There are also the times when we may wak
in the morning with a few words of a hymn or spiritu
song.  We are then inclined to go to our hymnal to find
rest of the words of that song.  When we do, we are f
to-face with God’s specific words or speaking to us 
that day.  How many times have you been inwar
directed to a devotional book, such as Daily Light, only to
find the word, the line, or the verse that met your nee
that moment?

To hear the sweet sound of the Lord’s voice in 
daily life we need to look for and follow the Spiri
produced inclinations.  Our following these inclinatio
will issue in the sense of life and peace within.  Aga
under the new covenant His speaking does not norm
come to us as an audible voice, but it comes in the lin
a verse, in the words of a song, in the fellowship w
another member of the Body, in a message we heard
the Word, or in the growing burden we feel in our hea
As we open ourselves to live out of the source of the S
(Rom. 8:4-5), we will increasingly be made aware of 
33
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heart’s inclinations (Rom. 8:6).  It is in those inclinatio
that we will find the Lord’s voice for our daily life.
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3 w   Being Compatible with the Lord’s Voice

  The Lord’s Voice and the Lord’s Life

To properly understand the nature of the Lord’s voice
in us, it is necessary to identify it with the Lord’s life

in us.  Indeed, the Lord’s indwelling life is the manner
His speaking in us.  The Lord, who is declared to be
Word, the logos, in John 1:1, is simultaneously describ
in verse 4 by the words, “In Him was life, and the life w
the light of men.”  The Lord Jesus as the Word is the 
who is life and gives life.  It is this life, which has entere
into us through regeneration, that becomes His spea
in us.  In experience His voice and His life are virtually 
same thing.  It is His life that speaks and talks in us all
long. Thus, hearing the Lord’s voice and obeying it is
same as being compatible with His life.

The Lord’s voice can be described as a life-voi
John 5:25-26 clearly reveals this:  25  “Most assuredly, I
say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the d
will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who h
35
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will live.  26  For as the Father has life in Himself, so He h
granted the Son to have life in Himself.”  Hebrews 1:1
also declares,  1  “God, who at various times and in differe
ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2  has
in these last days spoken to us [in] His Son.”

     Understanding life-consciousness

To understand the Lord’s voice as a life-voice, 
must understand the main characteristic of the Lord’s
in us.  This characteristic is revealed in Romans 8
which says, “And if Christ is in you, the body is de
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteo
ness” (cf. Col. 3:4).  First, Christ, who is our life, is not
us merely in a general way, but He is in us in a spe
way.  Indeed, He is dwelling and living in our spirit.  It
our human spirit that has become the residence o
Lord’s life.  Second, with the Lord’s life in us, there is t
corresponding consciousness that belongs to that
Every kind of life has a life-consciousness.  This is t
about the nature of animal life and human life, as we
the divine life.  Every life has its own kind of consciou
ness.  We may say that the consciousness is the inhe
voice of the life.  The consciousness of life is the intrin
speaking of that life.

Consciousness, in relation to life, means having
36
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awareness of something, a recognition or a perceptio
something.  It means to come to know something exp
entially.  Any particular kind of life brings with it its ow
kind of awareness.  For example, in a cat’s life we 
observe cat-consciousness. Cat life simply brings wi
a consciousness and an awareness that is unique t
life.  Kittens especially have a vivid imagination.  T
kind of life they have gives them the kind of conscio
ness that causes them to flit and dart around as th
something were attacking them.  This consciousne
due to their cat life.  We observe this consciousness in
kind of animal, whether it be a dog, a bird, or a fish. 
particular kind of life gives it a corresponding conscio
ness that, in turn, expresses itself in some kind of an
behavior.  The principle is very clear — with every ki
of life, there is a consciousness that goes with that l

When relating this principle of life-consciousness
human life, there are two main aspects to consider.  F
in relation to the physical life in our bodies, we have 
normal physical senses of seeing, hearing, smel
tasting, and touching or feeling.  These specific sen
have their source in the various organs of our physica
— our eyes, ears, nose, mouth, and our entire body 
its inherent ability to touch or feel.  For example, beca
our body can feel a cold temperature, that very feelin
37



eed
el

 of
, we
wn
 from
ur
om-

ess

lso
the

 in
 the

soul,
ith

we
get
think
other
 the

ur
n-
a form of speaking to us.  In other words, we do not n
to read a sign telling us, “You’re cold.”  Rather, we fe
cold, and the feeling itself of being cold is the voice
physical life speaking to us to put on a jacket.  Thus
may say that physical life with its senses has its o
unique consciousness.  Each consciousness coming
physical life is the voice of physical life speaking to o
body. We have often heard such remarks as, “My st
ach is telling me I am hungry.”  What is this, but the
recognition that physical life with its physical consciousn
does communicate to us.

Second, when considering human life, we must a
observe our psychological life.  Psychological life in 
Bible is called soul-life, from the Greek word psuche.
Everyone has soul-life.  The soul can be identified
many verses in the Bible as that faculty that includes
mind, the emotions, and the will.  Because we have a 
we have the consciousness of soul-life — we think w
our intellect, or mind; we feel with our emotion; and 
choose with our will, or volition.  For example, we can 
embarrassed and become self-conscious.  We can 
thoughts that make us either depressed or happy.  In 
words, because we have soul-life we experience
consciousness that comes with that kind of life.  O
psychological life definitely has its own kind of co
38
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sciousness.  Surely, we can recognize that not only 
our psychological life have its consciousness, but 
consciousness is its voice communicating to us.

Furthermore, an additional part of our psychologi
life is our conscience.  Our conscience is a deeper i
consciousness.  We all have this in common due
possessing psychological life.  Who can deny that t
have the voice of conscience?  The Greek word
conscience is suneidesis.  This compound word is com
posed of the preposition “with” and a root word mean
“to know.”  Thus, by analyzing conscience etymolo
cally, we have a clear definition of the word — to kno
with.  Conscience means a “knowing with” or an “inn
consciousness.”  This knowing comes from psycholo
cal life.

In the same way, when the divine life enters into
it comes into us with a definite consciousness.  In f
because the life of God is the highest form of life, it h
the highest consciousness.  God’s life is exceedingly
in consciousness and feeling.  If animal life and hum
life have consciousness, how much more does the d
life!  Because the divine life is a Person in us and 
merely an impersonal substance, we begin to experi
the rich feelings of God.  His love, His joy, His peace, a
His compassions stir us from deep within.  The apo
39
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Paul clearly depicts these stirrings in Philippians 1
“For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all [i
the [inward parts] of Jesus Christ.”  With Paul tho
“inward parts of Jesus Christ” were the compassions
affections of Christ that he experienced as a life-c
sciousness within him.  Paul was indwelt with Christ
his life (Col. 3:4), and by his own personal experience
knew the rich feelings of Christ that came from H
indwelling life.

Not only did Paul have this life-consciousness, 
every born-again believer has such a consciousne
well.  Romans 8:10 declares, “And if Christ is in you . . . 
Spirit is life.”  First Corinthians 15:45b says, “The la
Adam [Christ] became a life-giving [Spirit]”; and 
Corinthians 6:17 says, “But he who is joined to the L
is one spirit with Him.”  This means that Christ as the li
giving Spirit now dwells in our regenerated human sp
making our spirit life.  Thus, our spirit is life becau
Christ, the life-giver, lives there.  This helps us to rea
the location of the life-consciousness within us.  It is
our spirit!  Consequently, not only is our spirit life, but o
spirit is the source from which every kind of life-co
sciousness flows into our being (cf. John 7:37-39; 10:

At this point we need to make the connection 
tween having and experiencing the Lord’s life and hear-
ing the Lord’s voice.  This connection is presented by t
40
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Lord Himself in John 10:10b and 16 as well as Jo
10:27-28:  10b  “I have come that they may have life, and
that they may have it more abundantly. . . . 16  And other
sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I m
bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one
flock and one shepherd. . . . 27  My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow Me.  28  And I give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither sh
anyone snatch them out of My hand.”  By these verse
can see the way the Lord’s voice is experienced by us.
is by the Lord’s life that we experience His voice.  It i
life-voice!

     Compatibility with the Lord’s life

As we apprehend how hearing the Lord’s voice
interrelated with knowing the Lord’s life, it is importa
to learn compatibility with the Lord’s life.  Hearing th
Lord and being one with His speaking is the same as b
compatible with His life.  Indeed, following the Lord 
our daily life is a matter of always remaining compati
with His life.  As regenerated believers we have Anot
life in us that has Another feeling and Another conscio
ness.  As we experience His life, we discover differ
kinds of responses within us that are according to His life
41
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These responses tell us how to remain compatible.
If we do not remain compatible with the Lord’s li

in any area, we will sense an inward awkwardness
lack.  For example, in Colossians 3:15 Paul says, “An
the peace of [Christ] rule in your hearts, to which also 
were called in one body; and be thankful.”  If I do not
the peace of Christ make the decision in my heart w
I am tempted to engage in argumentative talk with 
other brother in the Body, I am not compatible with 
feeling or registration of the Lord’s life in me at th
moment.  As a result of not remaining compatible, we 
the effects within ourselves.  We may sense that we a
odds with the Lord.  Even we do not feel quite normal in
our demeanor or inward posture.

On those occasions the Lord is not speaking to
with a loud-speaker out of the heavens; rather, He m
fests His voice by the feeling or registration of His li
The Lord instantly feels a certain way within us, prod
ing either the sense of “life and peace,” which is comp
ible with His life, or a sense of “death,” which indicat
that something in our talking, our attitude, or our behav
does not match the nature of His life within.  Romans
says, “The mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of
Spirit is life and peace” (ASV).  The mind of the flesh
our experience is the consciousness of death, and
42
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mind of the Spirit is the consciousness of life and pe
Of course, the richer and deeper our fellowship with
Lord is — the more we drink of Him as the Spirit day 
day — the richer and deeper will be our sensitivity to 
consciousness of His life.  This means each of us wi
one of His sheep that are compatible with His life-voi

               Experiencing Compatibility

          The meaning of compatibility

Being compatible with the Lord’s voice and li
simply means being agreeable with Him on His terms
means always being harmonious with His registration
life and peace within us in our daily life.  It is by livin
compatibly with Him that we grow in life, spontaneous
being changed and transformed into His image.  Thus
only do we enjoy Him in a general way; but as we en
Him we grow rich in the consciousness of that life.  W
learn to specifically recognize His inner approval 
disapproval in our walk.  In other words, we seek to m
that life happy and satisfied all day long.  Whenever 
life is not happy and satisfied, we quickly care for it
make it happy again.

As a believer in Christ I may know doctrinall
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according to the truth in Romans 8:1, that “there
therefore now no condemnation to those who are in C
Jesus.”  Yet why do I still feel condemned?  Why do I f
“out of sorts” within?  If I am not under the law but und
grace, then why do I experience discomfort and a
wardness within when I take a certain course of acti
These kinds of questions have troubled many belie
for years.  The answer to this problem is actually q
simple.  Yes, we are positionally “in Christ,” and the
fore we are justified persons and there is no condem
tion.  Yet whenever we do things out of harmony with 
Lord’s life, we feel the responses and reactions of Ch
within our being, because He is, in fact, “our life”  (Col.
3:4).

God’s salvation over us includes not only justific
tion; it also includes regeneration.  Justification refer
our secure standing before God, based upon the blo
Christ.  Regeneration refers to the life of God that we h
received into our spirit making us one spirit with the Lo
Justification is positional, whereas regeneration is dis
sitional.  Regeneration is a matter of the divine 
entering into us and inwardly guiding us throughout 
life.  Whenever we pursue a course of action that is
compatible with His life, our regenerated state gives
trouble.  That is, we cannot remain inwardly conte
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because we are at odds with His life.  His life with
cannot change its life-consciousness.  We are just sim
incompatible at that point.  Our standing has not chan
but our present condition is incompatible.  This dist
bance of our inward harmony is the Lord’s voice in us
speaking to us to get us back on course with the divine
He is not condemning us, but rather He is loving us
inwardly steering us back to Himself.  Hallelujah!

                 The basis of compatibility

The basis of our being compatible with the Lord
voice is our life-union with Him in spirit.  This union 
expressed in John 14:19 which says, “A little wh
longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will s
Me. Because I live, you will live also.”  We live becau
He lives.  It is that simple.  First Corinthians 6:17 reve
that this union with the Lord is in the realm of our spi
We are joined to the Lord and are one spirit with H
This joining is the basis of the Lord’s utterance in Jo
14:19, “Because I live, you will live also.”  He live
within us in our spirit, and we also live in union with Him
We can know and experience the very consciousne
His life within us.  Thus, our life-union issues in a lif
consciousness.  It is by the life-consciousness tha
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learn to be compatible with His life-voice.
This experiential reality is also expressed in Jo

4:14: “But whoever drinks of the water that I shall gi
him will never thirst.  But the water that I shall give h
will become in him a fountain of water springing up in
[eternal] life.”  When the Lord said, “the water that I sh
give him will become in him a fountain of water,” He was
referring to our life-union with Him.  When we receiv
Christ, an artesian well is established in the deepest
of our  being, in our spirit.  When this life-union, or inn
well, springs up within us, it produces the consciousn
of His life in the many facets of our daily life — from o
inner thinking and motives to our outward behavior a
deeds.  Again, it is this life-consciousness that is 
Lord’s voice.  When we go along with this consciousn
we are being compatible with His voice.

Ephesians 2:5 says, “even when we were dea
trespasses, [God] made us alive together with Chris
grace you have been saved).”  To be dead in offe
means being a person without feeling, having no pro
spiritual consciousness.  The definition of a dead pe
is a person without any consciousness.  Apart fr
regeneration there is no basis or ground to be compa
with the Lord.  But, when we are born again, we 
regenerated with Another life and we are made a
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together with Christ.  And because we are alive toge
with Him by a new birth, we possess His life-conscio
ness within us.  It is our being “alive together with Chri
in a life-union that provides the basis for being comp
ible with the Lord’s voice moment by moment.

   The anointing and being compatible

Being compatible with the Lord’s voice is furth
described by the apostle John in his teaching on
anointing.   In 1 John 2:20 and 27 we read,  20  “But you
have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know
things. . . . 27  But the anointing which you have receiv
from Him abides in you, and you do not need that any
teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you con
ing all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it
taught you, you will abide in Him.”  The word anointin
is a verbal form of the noun the Anointed One.  Anoint
in Greek is chrisma and simply refers to the moveme
and action of the Anointed One, Christ (Christos).

The apostle John says, “the same anointing tea
you.”  This means the movement and action of the L
within us has the ability to communicate to us and te
us.  Thus, the way in which we hear the Lord’s voice is
the anointing.  This kind of speaking does not come in
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form of plain words written on a page.  Rather, it is
inner movement of the Anointed One within us.  T
anointing abides in us.  This anointing should not be
thought of as an extraordinary gift that a few spirit
people possess.  The anointing is simply the movem
and inner activity of Christ Himself in all of His redeem
and regenerated children.

 In our daily experience the anointing  teaches us
giving us an inner knowing.  This teaching is by the 
movement and consciousness within us.  This is a di
ent kind of teaching from the Old Testament law of lett
written on tablets of stone.  The anointing is a kind
teaching that comes out of our fellowship with the Lo
and our inner sensitivity to Him.

  Compatibility in negative experiences

We may liken the teaching of the anointing to o
being taught in the physical realm.  For example, if 
walk into a room in which the temperature is one hund
degrees, the presence of heat teaches us to take o
jacket.  There is no need to read a sign saying, “Take
your jacket.”  The presence of heat automatically teac
us to take off our jacket.  It is the presence of something
that teaches, not a teaching by audible words or outw
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letters of instruction.  We can say that the tempera
itself teaches us with the voice of a “felt presence.”  T
anointing works in the same way within us.  The ano
ing is the presence of a Person moving within us.  T
whenever we are taking a certain course of action th
not compatible with the Lord, we sense a bothering
troubling within.  We lose our normal inward poise 
peace. For example, you are about to complain to y
husband because you are right and he is wrong a
something he did or did not do.  But as you actually lau
into your argument, the more you speak, the more t
is the presence of “heat.”  You feel uncomfortable, y
feel awkward, you lose your peace, and you your
sense that what you are saying is not compatible with 
insides.

Just as heat will teach you to take off your jacket
the presence of the anointing teaches you to stop ta
in a complaining way.  The reason you are unable to k
talking is not because someone is telling you not to 
that way to your husband.  You cannot talk becauseyou
have an inward forbidding.  You are just not free an
liberty to speak that way anymore.  This kind of expe
ence is the anointing teaching you.  The anointing’s vo
made it clear that your words were not compatible w
the Lord.  This kind of experience is not an occasion
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taking condemning thoughts and accusations about y
self before God.  No!  This is not a matter of condem
tion.  Rather, it is an occasion for learning to be com
ible with the Lord’s life in your speaking and attitude

      Compatibility in neutral matters

Learning to be compatible by following the anoin
ing applies not only in negative matters; the anointin
also operating in our lives in the face of neutral mat
where sin and the flesh are not involved.  Sometimes
are faced with decisions of guidance related to wha
should do or where we should go.  The apostle Paul b
testimony to this in his own life in 2 Corinthians 2:12-1
12  “Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Chri
gospel, and a door was opened to me by the Lord,  13  I had
no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus m
brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed 
Macedonia.  14  Now thanks be to God who always lea
us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses 
fragrance of His knowledge in every place. ”  Paul had
open door to preach the gospel, but in his spirit he did
find the rest to do so.  This means the lack of rest in his
spirit was the Lord’s voice indicating to him that to prea
the gospel in Troas at that juncture was not compa
with the Lord’s mind.
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Luke records a similar experience of Paul’s in A
16:6-7,  6  “Now when they had gone through Phrygia a
the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the H
Spirit to preach the word in Asia.  7  After they had come
to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit d
not permit them.”  In both instances, the anointing of
Spirit spoke in a way to “forbid” and “not permit” as the
were proceeding to preach the Word.  No doubt, Pa
fellowship with the Lord was rich and deep, and 
inward parts were sensitive to hear the Lord’s vo
manifesting itself not by outward words but by an inwa
restraint.

          Intimacy and Compatibility

To understand what it means to live a life of comp
ibility with the Lord, we need to consider the example
the Lord’s human living.  What we see in the Lord
relationship with the Father is that His compatibility w
the Father came out of His intimacy with the Father.  J
1:18 reveals that the only begotten Son is “[into] 
bosom of the Father.”  This shows His intimacy 
fellowship with the Father.  John 15:9-10 indicates t
He was abiding in the Father’s love.  It was out of this k
of love-intimacy the Lord had with the Father that 
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lived a life of complete compatibility with the Father
life and will.

The Lord’s example reveals the principle by whi
we can live day by day being compatible with His voi
It is simple.  Compatibility with the divine life comes b
cultivating a life of intimacy.  We all recognize that th
is true in the marriage life.  How is a wife compatible w
her husband?  How does she live to please her husb
The compatibility of a wife with her husband is depe
dent upon her intimacy with her husband.  Her intim
with her husband creates and nurtures the desire to p
him.

The Holy Spirit’s terms in the New Testament f
compatibility are “pleasing” and “well pleasing.”  Joh
8:28-29 says,  28  “Then Jesus said to them, ‘When you l
up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, a
that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught M
I speak these things.  29  And He who sent Me is with Me
The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do th
things that please Him.’ ”  In other words, the reason fo
His compatibility with the Father was that He heard 
Father’s voice because of His life of intimacy with t
Father.  He was sensitive to what the Father taught Him,
not only because the Father was with Him all the time,
because He was always abiding in the Father’s love.  
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was the reason there was such a constant supply co
from Him.  He lived in the Father and was always do
that which was compatible with the Father.

According to the prophecy about the Lord’s life 
Isaiah 50:4-5, the Father woke Him morning by morn
and opened His ear to hear His voice.  Then we obs
in the Gospels the way He lived His life from morning
night — where He went, whom He saw, whom He pra
for, whom He related to, how He went about His da
life.  He always did the things that pleased the Father.
intimacy with the Father was the factor that supplied
ability to live a compatible life with the Father.

By observing the Lord’s life of intimacy and compa
ibility with the Father in the Gospels, we discover 
nature of the life that is now dwelling in us.  It is a life th
thrives on intimacy with the Father (cf. Gal. 4:6; Ro
8:15).  It is a life that always desires to prove, by test
what is well pleasing to the Lord (cf. Eph. 5:10). It is a 
that knows compatibility with the Father’s life-voice 
all the details of daily life (cf. Eph. 4:20-21).  Now this li
is living in us.  Hallelujah!

May the Lord grant to us multiplied grace in o
spirit, so that the love of God, the grace of Christ, and
fellowship of the Holy Spirit would be our daily portio
(2 Cor. 13:14). As we inwardly merge with the intima
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in the Triune God, we will not only abide in His love, b
we will develop a finer and more delicate sensitivity to 
consciousness of life within us.  It is by the love of G
and the grace of Christ flowing in the fellowship of t
Holy Spirit that we can be a person that is compatible w
the Lord’s voice.  Amen!
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  4 w  The Requirement of the Lord’s Voice

       Understanding the Requirement of Life

We have observed that with every kind of life the
is a corresponding consciousness that is intri

cally part of that life.  The presence of life is the presence
of consciousness.  The consciousness of any form o
may also be considered as an inherent law of that 
Thus, the inherent law requires it to behave in a partic
way.  For example, the law of the cat life requires i
chase mice.  The law of the dog life requires it to bark. 
law of the bird life requires it to fly.  We can see that w
every kind of life there is a law that requires and even
demands it to behave according to the law of its life.

With our physical life there is also a law.  F
example, the law of our physical life requires us to sle
The requirement to sleep is built into our physical l
There is no need to go to school to learn how to sl
Sleep is not something taught.  Sleep is a requiremen
demand of physical life.  Thus, because we have phy
life, inherently and automatically we require sleep.
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By these examples we can see that there is a f
principle related to life:  with every kind of life there is
law of that life requiring it to behave in a certain wa
Dogs barking, cats chasing mice, human beings nee
sleep, stomachs feeling hungry are simply the requ
ments of these respective lives.  These requirement
not outward legalities or something imposed from wi
out; rather, they are inherent demands from within 
life.

 To understand the requirement of the Lord’s voic
us, it is necessary to understand the requirement o
indwelling life.  Under the new covenant God’s speak
is in His Son (Heb. 1:2).  The Son comes into us
imparting His life into us.  And He speaks by the vital
and force of the Spirit giving us life and inclining our ve
being in the way He wants us to go (Ezek. 36:26-27).  
Lord’s speaking is not normally of the nature of 
audible voice. Rather, the nature of the Lord’s voice 
life-voice (John 10:27-28).  In our experience the requ
ment of the Lord’s voice is synonymous with the requ
ment of the Lord’s life.  Thus, we need to understand
requirement of life.

 The basic principle in knowing and discerning t
Lord’s life is that we become progressively acquain
with the requirement of that life.  Through regeneration
Christ now lives in us as our life (Col. 3:4).  On one hand
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since His life is His life, it is going to react and beha
according to its own nature.  On the other hand, since
life is also our life, we are going to experience th
reactions of that life, especially when we go agains
nature.  To live incompatibly with the Lord’s life is to liv
a frustrated and miserable Christian life.  We can
change the way His life reacts.  His life, reacting fr
within our spirit (Rom. 8:10), is like a compass th
always points in one direction.  Whatever way you t
the compass, the arrow points north.  Similarly, rega
less of how we may reason and argue with the Lord’s 
we cannot change its nature.  It is eternally destine
react and behave according to the life that is in Ch
Jesus.  Thus, to live compatibly with His life is to go alo
with the requirement of that life.

It is important at this juncture to point out the diffe
ence between outward demand and inward requirem
There is a difference.  The former is related to the le
of the law and brings in bondage; the latter is related to
Spirit of life that brings in freedom. Outward demand
accompanied with condemnation, but inward requ
ment is accompanied with grace and life-supply.  W
you are controlled by outward demand, as in Roman
you end in failure.  But when you are controlled by 
inward requirement of life, you experience God’s inn
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operation, as in Romans 8 and Philippians 2:12-13.
The requirement of life is what Romans 8:2 identifie

as the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.  The law 
gravity requires objects to be pulled downward.  This 
always behaves in this particular way.  In the same w
the life of Christ within us requires that it behave in
certain way. This is why the apostle Paul speaks of the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.”  It is because 
law of the Spirit of life is the law inherent in the divine
life.  The law of life is simply the requirement of that lif
In other words, when the divine life enters into our bei
it brings with it its own requirements.  Paul says
Romans 8:4, “that the righteous requirement of the 
might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to t
flesh but according to [spirit].”  Thus, when we wa
according to spirit something is fulfilled in us.  It is n
fulfilled by us, but in us.  The righteous requirement of t
law is now fulfilled in Christ.  Christ did not come 
destroy the law or the prophets; He came to fulfill (
Matt. 5:17).  He not only fulfilled the law, but He uplifte
the law of God to its true source — the life of God.

According to the Lord’s teaching in  Matthew 5—
the law of letters is superseded by the law of life.  
revealed that what God was after was not mere outw
righteousness and performance, but an inward life 
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touches our lives at the level of motive, lust, reaction, 
disposition.  It is this deeper life-level that the Lord ca
to fulfill in us.  Therefore, the righteous requirement
the law that is fulfilled in us is none other than the li
requirement of a Person living and operating in us.  
example, to live a life of not looking upon a woman to l
after her is not merely an outward demand of the law
is the inner requirement of the life of Christ within (Ma
5:27-30).  His life demands holiness and purity. He is
merely giving us an outward law, but He is describing
nature of His life within.  For this reason, when w
indulge our lusts we sense inward turmoil and confl
This is the effect of being incompatible with the requi
ment of His life.

  In the same way, if we do not go along with t
requirement of sleep, our outward, physical life feels
effect.  Physical life will automatically feel the effects
sleep loss.  Not being compatible with the law of o
physical life that requires sleep will surely weaken a
fatigue us.  Similarly, as believers we have “the life
God” dwelling within us (Eph. 4:18; Rom. 8:9-11
Inherent in the life are its requirements.  Whenever w
against those  requirements, we feel the effects upon
inner life. Understanding the principle of the requirem
of life is crucial to properly discern the Lord’s speaki
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and voice in us.  His voice is a life-voice.  Thus, to h
His voice is to learn to be compatible with the requ
ment of His life.

    The Word defines the life within us

To better know and understand the requiremen
God’s life in our lives, we need to read the Bible.  T
Word of God defines for us the specific areas relate
the requirement of life.  In fact, we may consider the N
Testament letters as a record of the life of God practic
lived out in the lives of the saints.   Thus, if we are not c
about what the Lord is doing in us according to our o
consciousness of life, we can read the explanation
definition of life in the Word and become clearer ab
our own inner registrations.  For example, in Ephes
4:17-19, the apostle Paul describes how the ung
world is “alienated from the life of God.”  He then
contrasts this with the believers by saying in verses 20
21,  20  “But you have not so learned Christ,  21  if indeed you
have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the
is in Jesus.”  To learn Christ, according to these verse
to learn that the inner requirement of His life is a requ
ment to put off the old manner of life with its lusts a
deceit (v.22).  Thus, when we are tempted to go bac
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our old life of sin, we will discover that there is someth
constant and unchanging in our being.  That something 
His life with its demand and requirement to deal with o
old manner of life.  Although we may not quickly heed 
inward prodding of life to put off an old habit or indu
gence, every time we go to the Bible we will be faced w
verse after verse that in one way or another defines
divine life’s requirement to deal with our old manner
life.  Thus, the outward, written Word (logos) will always
confirm the inward, spoken word (rhema), and vice
versa.

In our Christian life we need to learn to live comp
ibly with the law or requirement of the divine life.  If th
requirement or demand is vague to us, God has give
His Word to define and describe it.  In other words, th
has already been a laboratory experience of the divine
in the apostles’ lives, and the record has been prese
for us in their writings.  For example, within the pages
the New Testament, Paul wrote and even admonis
saints in a certain way.  This is because he was spea
according to the knowledge he had of the requiremen
the divine life.  He knew that the life in him was the sa
life dwelling in all the saints,  having the same kind
requirements. Thus, he wrote to them according to
knowledge and experience of that life.  He was abl
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address their problems in a way that led them to know
Lord as life, rather than to merely change their outw
behavior.

Thank God that the Word of God explains a
defines the life of God within us.  We become incre
ingly clear about the requirement of the divine life in o
daily living by prayerfully reading the Word.  Hebrew
4:12 tells us, “For the word of God is living and powerf
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing eve
the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marro
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the he
If we are confused and our feelings are undefined,
Word will divide our soul and spirit and bring in th
clarity that we need to better correspond with His l
The closer we stay to the Word, the clearer we will
concerning the Lord’s life-voice within us.

   Examples of the requirement of life

An example of the requirement of life operating
our life is found in Colossians 3:3-5:  3  “For you died, and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4  When Christ who
is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him
glory.  5  Therefore put to death your members which 
on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evi
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sire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.”  From ver
3 and 4 we know assuredly that Christ is our life.  The
verse 5 Paul specifically defines the requirement of 
life by speaking in the imperative mood.  He sa
“Therefore put to death your members which are on
earth.”  Paul speaks in the imperative mood when h
dealing with something that he knows is an inner requ
ment of life.  When Paul speaks in the imperative, “Pu
death,” he is not doing so as a law-giver under the
covenant, but as a life-identifier under the new coven

To speak in the imperative mood (the mood 
command or entreaty) in the New Testament is alw
based upon facts that already exist in the indicative m
(the mood of fact).  The requirements of life are facts 
exist in us because of our spirit-union with the Lord
Cor. 6:17).  Thus, in Colossians 3:3 Paul says, “You d
and “Your life is hidden with Christ in God.”  Our bein
dead and our life being hidden are both facts express
the indicative mood.  This kind of speaking identifies 
facts that are true of every believer’s inner life.  Then P
changes to the imperative mood by saying, “There
put to death your members which are on the earth.
moving from the indicative to the imperative mood, P
does not leave the realm of the spirit and life.  Rathe
affirms what is true in the Spirit (indicative) and equall
63
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affirms what is required by the Spirit (imperative).
This is what we mean by the requirement of life or 

demand of life.  It is simply knowing that the Lord’s voi
in us will always be according to the nature of His life.
the nature of His life is one that died to sin and to the
man (Rom. 6:2-11 uses over 10 indicatives), then
requirement of His life in us will always be an inn
imperative (Rom. 6:12-13 uses 2 imperatives).  Th
Paul says, “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal
body,” and “Present yourselves to God as being alive
from the dead.”  In other words, the requirement
imperative of life demands that we deal with sin reign
in our lives and that we live a life wholly given to th
Lord.  This kind of demand is not an outward demand
the law on our flesh; rather, it is an inward dema
originating from the life in our spirit.

In experience, this inward demand is like an inw
necessity.  It is the necessity of life.  Once the life of G
indwells us, it is necessary for that life to feel at hom
every part of our being.  Indeed, it yearns for compati
ity (James 4:5).  It is like a fish that finds its compatibil
in the element of water.  If we go along with the lif
requirements, then our inner being will be full of pea
and joy.  But if we go against them, we will suffer t
consequences of not being compatible with the life
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God within.  If we have heard his life-voice as an in
imperative for us to break with sin, and  we respond to
voice in obedience, we will discover the life-supply of t
Spirit coming to us to strengthen us to carry out 
obedience.

   The requirement to deal with our moral life

In Colossians 3, the requirement of life is to deal w
our moral life.  Things such as fornication, uncleanne
passion, evil desire, and greediness are specifically m
tioned by Paul.  All of these things are totally incomp
ible with the Lord’s indwelling life.  Thus, the life withi
will always move us to deal with these things in our liv
The life requirement will never change to become m
tolerant toward fornication and uncleanness.  It w
constantly demand that we deal with these things by
Spirit.  How we interact with the requirement of life w
issue either in the sense of death or in the sense o
Paul states this fact in Romans 8:13:  “For if you l
according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit y
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”

  Just as much as our body demands sleep, the l
God in us demands that we stay far away from anyth
immoral (1 Cor. 6:18).  Any inordinate relationship, a
pornographic material, anything suggestive on the tel
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sion, any loose or coarse talking and joking — a
provision we make to fulfill the lust of the flesh — mu
be crucified if we are to live compatibly with the requir
ment of His life-voice (Rom. 13:14; Gal 5:24-25).  If w
want to be inwardly bright and shining, if we want to 
full of life, full of desires for God, and full of love for th
church life and God’s eternal purpose, then we need 
strict with the requirement of life.  This means we 
governed inwardly to always do the things that ple
Christ our life.  Whenever we go along with His requir
ments in our moral life, there is always a supply of gr
and refreshment to our inner man.  God is happy and
are happy!

       The requirement of life to prove
       what is well pleasing to the Lord

When Paul spoke the words in Ephesians 5
“Proving what is [well pleasing] to the Lord,” he wa
appealing to the saints to care for the requirement of 
inner life.  In the context of Ephesians 5, the requirem
of life is related to dealings with the Lord over our soc
life, our community life, our friends and associates.  T
is confirmed in verses 11-12:  11  “And have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expo
66
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them.  12  For it is shameful even to speak of those thin
which are done by them in secret.”  Thus, accordin
these verses, there is in our experience a proving of 
is well pleasing to the Lord, and this proving has to
with what we allow ourselves to participate in.

The apostle Peter spoke in the same way to the s
in 1 Peter 4:1b-4:  1b  “for he who has suffered in the fles
has ceased from sin,  2  that he no longer should live th
rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for
will of God.  3  For we have spent enough of our p
lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles — when w
walked in licentiousness, lusts, drunkenness, revel
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.  4  In regard to
these, they think it strange that you do not run with th
in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of yo
The word “they” in verse 4 refers to the old social crow
They think it is strange that you do not run with the
anymore into the same sinful and fleshly life.

The requirement of life will operate in us to prove
test what kind of social life matches the Lord’s life with
us.  Also, the fact that the word “proving” in Ephesia
5:10 is in the present tense indicates that learning t
compatible with the Lord’s life-voice is a day-by-da
matter.  It may also imply that we will pass through so
experiences in which we will learn the requirement of 
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by trial and error, that is, by the negative effect the wr
associations have upon us.  It is like going down a d
end street many times and discovering by experience
it is a dead end.  After a few times of trial and error, 
effect will be that we will no longer go down that dea
end street, because we proved by experience that i
dead end.

In the same way, when we touch the life of God, th
is a requirement in that life to have a new community 
and a new social life.  This new social life is a life in “t
new man” (Col. 3:10), which is the church, the Body
Christ.  It is a life in the Body, for the Body, and with the
Body.  The life in us is a life with a Body-consciousne
in it. Thus, the requirement in that life is to adjust o
living so that it is well pleasing to the Lord.  That is w
participating in the unfruitful works of darkness w
always end, spiritually speaking, on a dead-end st
The effect upon us is death.  Again, it works like o
physical life.  When I am not going along with the dema
of sleep, I am tired and weak; my physical life feels 
effects.  A law is in operation — the law of physical l
that requires sleep.  In the same way, the life of G
requires light and not darkness.  Stay in the light, liv
the light, and fellowship in the light.  By caring for an
heeding this requirement of life, we will prove what
68
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well pleasing to the Lord right within ourselves.

        The requirement of life and being God-taught

  In 1 Thessalonians 4:9 we see another examp
the requirement of life operating automatically within 
In this verse Paul says, “But concerning brotherly lo
you have no need that I should write to you, for y
yourselves are taught by God to love one another.”  H
Paul directly appealed to what he knew already exi
within the saints.  Because the divine life was dwelling
them, he could simply identify the divine activity in the
inner being.  They were taught by God.  The phr
“taught by God” in the original Greek is actually 
compound word and is better translated “God-taug
(theodidaktos).  It is a compound word similar to what 
found in 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is [God-breathed
(theopneustos).  “God-breathed” describes the inner n
ture of the Bible.

To be God-taught refers to being taught in our sp
or more specifically, in the intuition of our spirit.  Th
intuition of our spirit is an immediate sensitivity an
perception that originates from Christ being our life
spirit (Col. 3:4; Rom. 8:10).  Thus, to be God-taugh
love one another is simply to learn to recognize Go
69



en
t it
ction
:17).
from
does
 see
life.
dy.
g
, but
the
t to
d and
d’s
 His
-

ions
 His
-
hn
e-

”

love resident within us.  This love has not only be
poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, bu
spontaneously reacts within us as a deep inner affe
toward the needs of others (Rom. 5:5 and 1 John 3
First John 3:14 says, “We know that we have passed 
death to life, because we love the brethren.  He who 
not love his brother abides in death.”  Thus, we can
that loving one another is a requirement of the divine 

Again, we can use the example of our physical bo
We are, so to speak, body-taught to eat and sleep.  Eatin
and sleeping are not legalities for us to learn or keep
are demands which originate from and belong to 
physical life in our bodies.  Thus, we are body-taugh
eat and sleep.  Our body speaks to us by the deman
requirement of its life.  In the same way, the Lor
speaking in us is by the demand and requirement of
life.  That life will require us to deal with the selfish
ness that might cause us to shut up our affect
toward the needy.  Thus, the more we experience
life flowing out of our spirit, the more we will be God
taught about so many things in our daily life (Jo
4:14; Rom. 8:5).  We will increasingly hear His lif
voice.
 The requirement of life and “within the law of Christ
70
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When Paul was speaking to the believers in Cor
about his relationship to the law, he made a revea
statement that has become a window into his inner life
1 Corinthians 9:20-21 he says, 20 “To the Jews I became
as a Jew, in order to win Jews; to those under the l
became as one under the law—though not being my
under the law—that I might win those under the law21

To those outside the law I became as one outside
law—not being without law toward God but under [or,
within] the law of Christ—that I might win those outsid
the law” (RSV).

In verse 21, Paul’s statements indicate that he did
want to risk being misunderstood about his relations
to the law of God.   He carefully qualifies himself wh
he talks about being without law.  He did not want to g
the impression in his speaking that he was a law
person.  Perhaps some would think that since belie
are under grace and not under law, they have a licen
live loosely and even to sin without compunction (Ro
6:15). This kind of thinking and practice is known 
antinomianism (against law), and has surfaced in
history of the church during the periods when the grac
God was being strongly revealed and proclaimed.  T
was especially a problem at the time of the Reforma
under Luther and also with the evangelical awaken
71
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When Paul says that he was not without law to G

but under or within the law of Christ, he was referring to
the requirement of the law of life within his being.  He w
saying in effect, “I am regulated and controlled by
higher law — the law written by the Spirit into my min
and on my heart under the new covenant (Heb. 8:10
2 Cor. 3:3, 6).  It is the law of the Spirit of life in Chri
Jesus that set me free from the law of sin and death (R
8:2).  It is the inner ruling of what the apostle Paul c
“the righteous requirement of the law,” and it is be
fulfilled in me as I live and walk according to spirit (Ro
8:4).  It is the reality of the uplifted law of God reveal
in the Sermon on the Mount.  This uplifted law was not
destroyed but fulfilled in Christ and is now being reprodu
in me by His indwelling life (Matt. 5:17; Rom. 7:4, 6).

To be “under the law of Christ” simply means “with
law in relation to Christ.”  That is, in our union an
fellowship with the Lord’s life, we automatically com
under the requirement of that life.  In experience 
requirement will manifest itself as an ethical imperat
in our daily affairs.  We discover that in the Lord’s li
there is a higher principle and a higher law.  In our livi
this higher law issues in going the second mile 
turning the other cheek — dealing not merely with o
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actions, but with our reactions.
To be under or within the law of Christ means living

by the law of life.  The Lord’s speaking by these li
impulses is finer and more exacting than the outward 
He does not give one inch to the mind of our flesh with
imaginations and independent thinking.  He does not 
us any space to entertain bitterness toward anyone
does not allow any room for our tongue to gossip.  Rat
the life in us requires that we enter into its very natur
divine love and forgiveness.  So we are brought to ano
level.  The life within us requires us to talk on the hig
plane of giving grace and building up (Eph. 4:29-30)

The requirement of life is the same as the conscio
ness of life or the sense of life.  We are not going to cha
the life of God within us.  The life requires actions a
reactions that are compatible with its nature.  We m
ignore or refuse to pay attention to the voice of these 
demands for a long period of time, but eventually we w
realize that the requirement of His voice does not cha
and will not change.  He will bring us back to the pla
from where we have fallen (Rev. 2:5, 7).  We will he
Him speaking to us once again, “He who has an ea
him hear what the Spirit says . . .”  May the Lord gran
much grace to recognize more quickly and more re
larly His life-voice as we learn to enjoy Him and follo
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Him in the details of our daily life.

      The requirement of life and our own conscience

In understanding the requirement of life in our ex
rience, we need to see how it is related to our conscie
Learning to hear the voice of conscience is the proper
for a believer to learn to hear the Lord’s life-voice with
This is a crucial principle in our Christian life.  The reas
for this lies in the fact that our conscience is interrela
with our regenerated spirit (cf. Rom. 9:1 with 8:16). 
other words, if our conscience is not clear, our sp
cannot properly be released.  Our conscience may ev
regarded as the leading function of our spirit.  In his o
life, Paul maintained this principle of keeping a cle
conscience.  He testifies in Acts 24:15-16:  15  “I have hope
in God, which they themselves also accept, that there
be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust.  16  This being so, I myself always strive to have
conscience without offense toward God and men.”  P
exercised himself to keep his conscience clear so tha
relationship with the Lord would be up to date and als
that he would be ready for the judgment seat of Chri
the resurrection of the righteous.  Thus, it is importan
have a relationship with the Lord that is governed by
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voice of conscience.
The voice of conscience is God’s appointed me

for man to learn to be inwardly regulated (Rom. 2:14-1
The conscience approves or disapproves our actions
words (Rom. 13:4-7).  The basic lesson of learning to liv
by the Lord’s voice in us is to learn to listen to the voice
our own conscience (cf. 2 Tim. 1:3 with Rom. 1:9).  If we
not practice this, how could we discern the requiremen
the Lord’s life in us?  Therefore, in our daily life when t
Lord is teaching us to hear His voice, the first lessons
learn are to pay attention to the voice of our own conscience
For example, Paul called upon his conscience as a wi
in Romans 9:1 when he was about to make a state
that sounded like a lie (Rom. 9:2-3).  Thus, learning
speak the truth with others and learning to communi
accurately, without exaggeration, are all conscience m
ters that affect our inner life.  When we follow th
requirement of our own conscience by obeying it o
matters pertaining to right and wrong, we will be 
wardly genuine and exercised to learn the requireme
the Lord’s life in other areas related to the intuition of o
spirit (2 Cor. 2:12-13).

Experiences of dealing with our conscience m
vary from believer to believer according to the kind
knowledge that has been built up within each one.  S
knowledge we have received may not be so prope
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accurate according to basic truths revealed in Script
nevertheless, this knowledge has shaped our consc
a certain way (1 Cor. 8:4-12).  The apostle Paul addre
this matter both in 1 Corinthians 8 and Romans 14
Romans 14:6-9 Paul says,  6  “He who observes the day
observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observ
day, to the Lord he does not observe it.  He who eats,
to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does
eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God than7

For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to him
8  For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we d
to the Lord.  Therefore, whether we live or die, we are
Lord’s.  9  For to this end Christ died and rose and liv
again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and
living.”  These verses reveal that we always need
behave ourselves according to “the present state” o
conscience.  In other words, we need to care for what
requirement or speaking there is in our conscience, e
if the knowledge in our conscience is incomplete
inadequate.

In the above verses from Romans 14, Paul give
some practical examples of various kinds of requirem
in a believer’s conscience. These examples show how
requirement coming from the voice of conscience
present, even when the conscience is weak becau
76
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inadequate knowledge.  One person’s relationship w
the Lord is bound up with his regarding “the day.”  Th
is, his conscience is peaceful when he religiously 
serves a certain day as a special day for the Lord.  Ano
person is peaceful in his relationship with the Lord wh
he abstains from eating meat.  In other words, his ha
a good conscience to fellowship with the Lord is a
bound up with his keeping the requirement of his c
science to refrain from eating meat.  Although both
these believers possess inadequate knowledge, the
still live to the Lord and be in the reality of righteousne
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17).

Paul further explains this spiritual phenomenon
Romans 14:22-23: 22 “Do you have faith?  Have it to
yourself before God. Happy is he who does not cond
himself in what he approves.  23  But he who doubts is
condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from
for whatever is not from faith is sin.”  Thus, if a believ
doubts when he eats, due to inadequate knowledge 
conscience, it is better not to eat in that state of hear
mind.  This shows that our relationship with the Lord
definitely related to the requirement of our conscien
To be a person living to the Lord we must heed 
requirement of conscience.

 Learning to recognize and go along with the voice
conscience is the gateway to knowing the Lord’s voic
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our daily life.  As we spend more time in the Word, lettin
the Bible identify and define the requirement of life, w
will become more sensitive to the Lord’s inner speaki
in us.  Not only so, but as we by faith obey the requirem
of life in our moral life, in our personal life, in ou
attitudes, and in our relationships, we will progressive
learn to intimately know the voice of the One who sa
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and th
follow Me.  And I give them eternal life” (John 10:27-28a
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   5 w  Comprehension and the Lord’s Voice

        The Lord’s Voice Is in Our Comprehension

One of the chief ways the Lord’s voice comes to
under the new covenant is in our comprehensio

God’s plan in the Scriptures. Indeed, our comprehen
of God’s plan is His way of speaking to us.  When 
Lord said in Hebrews 8:10 that He would impart His la
into our mind, He was revealing to us the way He spe
He speaks through comprehension.  Thus, to unders
and comprehend God’s eternal desires and purpose
great thing in every believer’s life.  In Matthew 13:14-
the Lord said,  14  “And in them the prophecy of Isaiah 
fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall n
understand, and seeing you will see and not perceive15

for the heart of this people has grown dull.  Their ears
hard of hearing, and their eyes they have closed, lest
should see with their eyes and hear with their ears,
they should understand with their heart and turn, so tha
I should heal them.’  16  But blessed are your eyes for th
see, and your ears for they hear;  17  for assuredly, I say to
you that many prophets and righteous men desired to
what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you 
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The word “understand” in the above verses is 

Greek word suniemi.  This word may be defined a
perceive, understand, or comprehend.  All of these defi-
nitions are acceptable in English.  The point to be 
served is that comprehension in divine things is 
merely our comprehension.  It is a manifestation of H
voice speaking in us.  Luke 24:44-45 says,  44  “Then He
said to them, ‘These are the words which I spoke to 
while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfille
which were written in the Law of Moses and the Proph
and the Psalms concerning Me.’  45  And He opened their
understanding, that they might comprehend the Scr
tures.”  The Lord is the opener of our mind to compreh
the Scriptures.  All spiritual understanding comes fr
Him (Col. 1:9).  Paul recommended that Timothy co
sider and think over what he had said to him, because
knew that in the process of considering, the Lord wo
come in and give him understanding and comprehensi
(2 Tim. 2:7).

Comprehension is a vehicle of the Lord’s voic
Because of this, it is important to know what it mean
“comprehend” in the biblical sense. The Greek word
comprehend is a compound word that means “put
things together in a way that causes you to gras
80



 did
heir
p the

res.
t is,
ing of

rly
t the
t is
e

n all,
ur-
ow
per
rd’s
dis-
hich

that
hen-

 (as
,

understand  something.”  For example, the disciples
not understand the Scriptures until the Lord opened t
mind to comprehend them.  It was when He opened u
Old Testament, book by book, and unveiled Himself as its
focus that they were able to comprehend the Scriptu
At that point, they could put everything together.  Tha
they understood and comprehended the central mean
the Scriptures.

To be able to put everything together and prope
comprehend the Scriptures, we all need to know tha
focus of God’s speaking is Christ (Heb. 1:1-2)!  Chris
the Word, the logos (John 1:1), God’s unique utteranc
embodied in one Person.  When we see Christ as all i
then we truly begin to comprehend the Scriptures.  F
thermore, with this comprehension we are able to kn
the Lord’s speaking.  Our comprehension of the pro
focus of the Scriptures becomes the factor of the Lo
speaking, and this speaking automatically gives us 
cernment concerning all other voices and speakings w
are not the Lord’s.

The apostle Paul in Ephesians 3:2-11 unveils 
God’s speaking comes through the proper compre
sion of His eternal purpose.  In verses 3-4 he says,  3  “how
that by revelation He made known to me the mystery
I wrote before in a few words,  4  by which, when you read
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you may understand my knowledge in the mystery
Christ).”  Paul had a comprehension of the mystery
Christ.  This was one of the main reasons why he ha
much of the Lord’s speaking — he comprehended
central focus of God’s heart’s desire.  That desire, as 
unfolds it in Ephesians 3, is centered in Christ be
expressed through the church to display God’s mani
wisdom to the universe.  In Ephesians 3:11 it is called 
eternal purpose” or “the purpose of the ages.”  Com
hending or understanding this purpose constitutes
main subject of all the Lord’s speaking.

Along this line I must give a personal testimon
Several years ago, I was in a meeting listening to
Word of God being ministered.  The brother speak
drew a diagram on the blackboard that showed ete
past and eternity future.  He said, “God had a plan
eternity past, and what He planned in eternity past wa
eternity future.”  The brother went on to explain that G
created the heavens and the earth with His eternal pl
view.  He further explained why there are animals, 
why God created a sun and a moon.  He shared that
in the period called “time” God is working out H
purpose which He made in eternity past for etern
future.  He then took the verses in Ephesians 3:9-11
pointed out that God’s purpose is now being worked
through the church (v. 10). Then he simply indicate
82
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from verse 11 that the church is God’s eternal purp
which is being accomplished in Christ Jesus.

What impressed me was the phrase “the ete
purpose.”  It put everything together for me.  In just a f
minutes I was able, for the first time, to comprehend
whole Bible.  I saw that from Genesis to Revelation, G
is working out a plan that is according to the go
pleasure of His will (Eph. 1:5).  That plan, which is no
being realized through the church, is the same as God’
expressed desire to have many sons conformed to
image of His Firstborn Son (Rom. 8:29).  It is also 
same as God’s desire to have a habitation for Himself
consummates in the holy city, New Jerusalem (R
21:2).  This revelation unified the Old Testament and
New Testament into one organic whole.  From that p
to this day, I can testify that God’s voice and speakin
my daily life has been clear about many things.  T
reason for this is that His voice has come to me thro
my comprehension of His eternal purpose.  Halleluja

 I had gone through seven years of Bible college 
seminary, studied the biblical languages, theology, 
and New Testament introduction, and more.  But I w
never able to put the Bible together as a whole.  Ev
thing up to that time was an accumulation of Bib
knowledge, without my understanding what it was all f
I will never forget the day when the understanding ca
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I can only describe it as having been given an expan
and enlarged view of the Bible and the entire universe
was truly the Lord’s voice coming through my comp
hension of His purpose and plan.

 Every Christian who will enter into the apostle
comprehension of Scripture will never be void of Go
speaking.  The comprehension of God’s purpose is i
a mandate of the Lord’s voice to carry out His purpose
this earth today.  Paul says in Ephesians 1:8-10,  8  “which
He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and p
dence,  9  having made known to us the mystery of His w
according to His good pleasure which He purpose
Himself,  10  that in the dispensation of the fullness of t
times He might gather together in one all things in Ch
both which are in heaven and which are on earth —
Him.”

These verses are a testimony of Paul’s own com
hension of God’s purpose.  God’s full salvation came
Paul “in all wisdom and prudence.”  For Paul this sim
meant God had made known to him the mystery of 
will.  That is, he was able to comprehend God’s ete
purpose.  His comprehension was “unto” someth
That something is explained in verse 10 as a headin
of all things in Christ.  To Paul, his comprehension
God’s purpose was not for mere doctrinal knowledge
was “unto the economy [administration] of the fullness
84



ds,
s the
is
the

e-
 if
ten
hat
r a
ur

y of
us
and

s,
is
sess
ill
g
as
elf.
ns
the times to head up all things in Christ.”  In other wor
to the apostle Paul, comprehension actually become
Lord’s voice to us for a practical working out of H
administration to head up all things in Christ, both 
things in the heavens and the things on the earth.

If today we are believers who comprehend som
thing of God’s eternal purpose with the church —
indeed the Holy Spirit has enlightened us by the writ
Word of God to be able to put it all together — then t
in itself is His voice speaking to us to take steps fo
practical working out of the church life on this earth.  O
comprehension of God’s plan in His Word is His speak-
ing to us today.  Hebrews 3:7-8 says,  7  “Therefore, as the
Holy Spirit says:  ‘Today, if you will hear His voice,  8  do
not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the da
trial in the wilderness.’ ”  May the Lord be merciful to 
all in these perilous times that we would both hear 
understand His voice.

By paying attention to those inner stirrings within u
which are drawing us to Himself, we will be alert to H
desires over us.  By being one of His sheep who pos
that inner knowing peculiar to every child of God, we w
follow Him into His one flock (John 10:16).  By enjoyin
His grace in a daily way, we will know His voice, not 
a legal demand but as an infusion and supply of Hims
By learning to recognize in our daily walk the inclinatio
85



ls
of
is

 a
of a

 to
one
is

oice
on
his
ut
our
ill,
s the
ern-
one
od’s
 also
of the Spirit, we will find the Lord’s voice in the detai
of our daily life.  And finally, by the comprehension 
His purpose we will be faithful to say Amen! to H
present speaking and voice, and carry out with Him
heading up of the universe by the practical recovery 
Christ-filled church life.

          Comprehending God’s Plan

To comprehend God’s plan in this universe is
know that God has one will, one purpose, and 
economy.  God is uniquely one.  His will is one, H
purpose is one, and His economy is one.  The Lord’s v
in our daily life is directly related to our comprehensi
of this one will, one purpose, and one economy.  T
comprehension will give clarity to the Lord’s voice abo
so many things, not only in this universe but also in 
daily living.  Being under the revelation of such a w
purpose, and economy spontaneously generates in u
Lord’s speaking.  His speaking then becomes the disc
ment we need as a believer.  Knowing God’s one will, 
purpose, and one economy will cause us to know G
voice about the meaning of our human existence and
the meaning of our Christian life.

              One will
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In Ephesians 5:17 Paul says, “Therefore do no
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”  T
word understand in this verse simply means to com
hend.  In other words, the will of the Lord is not someth
we cannot comprehend or something we cannot kn
rather, the will of the Lord is something we can grasp 
understand with our mind.

Again, in Ephesians 5:15 Paul says, “See then 
you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise.”  In 
original Greek, the word carefully means accurately
(akribos).  This means to have a walk that is accurat
its aim and goal.  In other words, do not be unwise; 
is, do not be a person without an accurate understan
of the will of the Lord.  As believers our walk should b
accurate according to God’s one unique will.

Then Ephesians 5:16 says, “redeeming the ti
because the days are evil.”  The context of this ve
shows us that “redeeming the time” is not just having
right priorities and learning how to order and sched
our lives properly.  A lot of people can do that witho
God. Here, redeeming the time is directly related to 
having an understanding of what the will of the Lord
The result of this understanding is that we interact w
our daily life in such a way that it becomes one oppo
nity after another to live out the will of the Lord.  Even t
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word “time,” according to the Greek meaning, emp
sizes time in the sense of opportunity.  Redeem
opportunities — every kind of situation — because 
days are evil.  The tide of this age is evil, away from G
indifferent toward God’s revealed will.  Do not be u
wise, but be wise.  By walking accurately, or carefu
with an understanding of what the will of the Lord is, 
can be wise and redeem all the time and opportunitie
our life.

When it comes to the will of God in our lives, ma
of us have thought that His will is something we have
find through a long or difficult process.  It has been in
realm of something we were looking for and trying
find.  Have not most seeking Christians said or praye
some point in their life, “I want to know what the will o
God is for my life”?

           Two aspects of God’s will

It is important to distinguish between two aspects
God’s will.  First, there is the aspect of God’s will relat
to personal matters in our lives.  Paul expressed 
aspect in Romans 1:10 when he said, “making reque
by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will
of God to come to you.”  On this occasion Paul w
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referring to the will of God concerning his travel plan
This aspect of God’s will is not always immediate
understood by us; however, it is made known under
Lord’s specific leading in our lives.

The second aspect of God’s will is actually the m
and primary one.  It has to do with the revealed will of G
that we can understand, or comprehend.  It is this as
of the will of the Lord that Paul refers to in Ephesia
5:17.  Understanding this will can cause our daily life
be accurate and in harmony with His goal and purp
And not only so, we can have this will of God so fixed
our being that it becomes the controlling factor of our l

It was by this principle of the revealed will of Go
that Noah, Abraham, and Moses lived.  They all und
stood what the will of God was.  God’s will was an ark
Noah’s day.  God’s will in Abraham’s day was the go
land and the city whose Architect and Maker is G
Abraham was controlled by this vision.  God’s will 
Moses’ day was the tabernacle.  This revealed will cau
him to forsake Egypt and suffer affliction with the peop
of God, rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin fo
season.  Moses had revelation, and this was the facto
controlled him.  He was motivated by the vision of Go
will for His dwelling place, the tabernacle.

In the same way, as believers today, we need to k
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what God’s revealed will is.  Knowing and understand
the one unique will of the Lord will not only give meanin
to our lives, but it will also bring the dimension of God
eternal purpose into our daily life.

           The Lord Himself coming to do
            the one will of the Father

When the Lord Himself was on this earth, He liv
and moved with a clear understanding of the one un
will of the Father.  In John 6:38-40 the Lord said,  38  “For
I have come down from heaven, not to do My own w
but the will of Him who sent Me.  39  This is the will of the
Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I sho
lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day.  40  And
this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone w
sees the Son and believes in Him may have everla
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

These verses reveal that to the Lord Jesus the w
the Father was one unique will.  It was a singular will t
the Lord should come and redeem all the ones give
Him by the Father.  Then following redemption, H
should impart His very life and nature into them in or
to indwell them, filling them up with Himself and tran
forming them into His image.  And ultimately the fin
step would be realized — they would be raised up in
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last day.  To raise them up in the last day means 
resurrection life reaches its goal of final glorification w
all the redeemed ones completely conformed to the im
of the Firstborn Son (Rom. 8:29-30).  This was the 
unique will that the Lord came down from heaven to
and accomplish.

      The one will behind the universe

When we touch the matter of God’s one unique w
we are touching something in this universe that is rela
to His good pleasure.  Ephesians 1:4-5 says,  4  “just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, t
we should be holy and without blame before Him in lo
5  having predestined us to [sonship through] Jesus C
to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His wi
Here the Father’s will is a revealed will, a tangible a
understandable one.  It is clearly defined as being 
ship.  This sonship begins when you and I merge with
Son of God by receiving Him and becoming one sp
with Him.  Then this process of sonship continues as
enjoy the unsearchable riches of Christ in our daily liv
By this enjoyment He saturates our being from cente
circumference to make us persons who express a li
like the apostle Paul’s — “For to me, to live is Christ,” and
“Christ is all and in all” (Phil. 1:21; Col. 3:11).
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The controlling will of the whole Bible is that w
would be transformed and conformed to the image
God’s Son (Rom. 8:29).  From Genesis to Revelation
see that this one unique will was not only behind 
creation of the universe, but it is also controlling 
whole universe at this moment in time (Rev. 4:11).

Before there was an earth — before creation, be
the foundation of the world — according to Ephesia
1:4, God had a will originating from His good pleasu
The very fact that Ephesians 1:4 mentions the w
“foundation” indicates that God had a will with a desi
and a plan to execute it.  When God created the univ
He laid a foundation because He wanted to build so
thing.  His desire was to build a habitation for Himse
together with His Firstborn Son and all of us as the m
brothers conformed to His Son’s image (Rom. 8:29 
Heb. 2:10-11).

 What a privilege as a human being to be able to 
on this earth understanding what the will of the Lord
What dignity for our humanity — that we can live out t
good pleasure of the Father’s will. This really restores
uplifts our human life.  We are not living aimlessly or
vanity, without a goal or purpose; but we are pers
created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-28) and be
transformed into that image from glory to glory (2 C
3:18).  This is the one unique will that we have all be
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         One purpose

Along with the one will behind the universe, there 
also one purpose that governs God’s desire for man.  
Romans 8:28-29 the apostle Paul says,  28  “And we know
that all things work together for good to those who lo
God, to those who are the called according to His purp
29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be
Firstborn among many brethren.”  In verse 28 everyth
is working together for good, because we are loving
Lord.  We are just staying in His presence loving Him

We are also those who are called according to 
pose.  In some of the translations the word purpos
preceded by either “His” or “the,” meaning His purpo
or the purpose.  And you will notice that His or the are
both in italics.  Whenever we are reading any transla
of the Bible, if there are words in italics, it means 
original Greek text does not have those words.  They
supplied by the translator who feels that if he transla
the Greek into English without some qualifying words
would not make much sense.  Of course, when we
about purpose here, it surely is His purpose.  So “His
a legitimate insertion into the text.  However, it is bes
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take the Word of God as it actually is; otherwise, we m
miss something.  The Holy Spirit used this languag
order to express the divine thoughts, and it is accurate to th
Holy Spirit and to the divine economy to the utmost deg
So, in the original text, His and the are not there.  The tex
actually says, “called according to purpose.”

          Called according to purpose

The words “according to” come from the Gre
preposition kata.  We are called according to somethin
“According to” immediately lines us up with some kin
of standard or measuring device.  For example, if I am
a building site watching the workmen putting a roof 
I no doubt will observe how they carefully place all t
pieces of plywood according to the precise meas
ments.  Everything has to be according to the e
specifications.  So, whenever we read the words “acc
ing to,” it means that some kind of standard measurem
is involved.

Brothers and sisters, we have been called.  T
means God called us.  That means God got our atten
One day He called me.  How did He call me?  He ca
me through a girl, who eventually became my wife
liked this girl.  I was attracted to her.  But I didn’t reali
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that through her, God was coming to me and calling 
Do you know how He called me? He got my attention
was not seeking God.  But God called me by living out 
life in another person.  I was not looking for Him.  I ju
liked a girl, and God came to me through her.  I fou
Christ, and He called me to Himself.

God had called me, saved me, and justified me.  I 
born again.  Yet even then, I did not know what I w
called according to.  But later I discovered that I w
called, saved, and regenerated “according to purpo
There is only one purpose.  In this entire universe, f
the divine point of view, nothing can be considered
purpose except the one unique purpose that God
given to man.  Praise the Lord, we all have been ca
according to purpose.

       “Good” is conformity to the image of His Son

Purpose is defined in Romans 8:29:  “For whom 
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to
image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn am
many brethren.”  There is the purpose.  It is conformit
the image of God’s Son.  We can also see that the H
Spirit uses the preceding verse, Romans 8:28, in a
that shows us that there is one purpose of God in
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universe.  And you and I have the distinction and 
honor and the royal privilege to be on the earth to live
His one unique purpose for which He created all thin

There is one will in the universe — the Father’s w
of sonship. And there is one corresponding purpose
conformity to the image of His Son.  This is what
“good” in Romans 8:28.  Conformity to the Son is t
highest good!  That is good in God’s dictionary.  It i
unique kind of process involving our spirit and our s
and our body.  This process begins when we rec
Christ.  He was outside of us, but He comes in and 
we are joined to Him.  Through this regeneration 
become one spirit with Him.  We have an inner union
inner marriage.  We have a supply, we have a center
we have a source. We have God Himself living in 
spirit.

Now, God’s design, His will, and His purpose is th
this Christ, who came into our spirit, will progressive
spread and saturate His being into our soul — into our
mind, our emotions, and our will.  This saturating ta
place little by little, day after day, through our relatio
ships, through our problems, through our daily livin
Through all these things and behind them all is God’s g
for us to be conformed to the image of His Son.  Thi
purpose and this is the unique will of God — Chr
permeating our being.
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So Paul says, “And we know that all things wo
together for good to those who love God.”  But we
know in our lives that many things may happen that
not good.  We may go through some kind of problem
a financial problem, a relationship problem, some sit
tion that pulls the rug out from underneath our feet 
causes us to reel.  We cannot say it is good.  It doe
seem good to us!  We do not like what we are go
through.  We do not like to go through these kinds
experiences.  Yet Paul says, “all things work together
good.”  Why would he say such a radical thing? Ho
could it be good?  It is good to those loving God.

      Experiencing “purpose” by loving God

Romans 8:28 says that “to those who love God”
things work together for good.  Loving God is an exerc
of our spirit.  It is contacting Him.  And this exerci
causes our spirit to rise and be filled up with Christ.  In 
way He saturates our being.  For example, we may p
“Lord, I’ve come to the end of my resources.  I can’t l
through this.  I can’t meet this.  I can’t face this.  But, Lo
I sink myself into You once again.  I open to You and t
You as my life and supply.  Lord, I’m not complainin
I’m not living with a feeling of being treated unfairly o
getting a bad break in life.  There is no such thing in
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thought, because ‘all things’ are avenues to lead m
experience more of the riches of Christ.”

These riches of Christ include His sufferings and 
crucifying life. Romans 8:36 says, “For Your sake we 
killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for
slaughter.”  None of us naturally want to be slaughte
But verse 37 says, “Yet in all these things we are m
than conquerors through Him who loved us.”  Though
may be brought low, by His life we are raised up ag
with Jesus.  Amen.  We rise with more of Christ wrou
into our being.  We come up with more of a renewal of
mind.  Experiencing Christ is our unique goal.  This
what everything is for.  So, ultimately, all things a
working together for good, and the good is this proces
conformity to the image of God’s Son.  This is t
purpose.  Hallelujah!  This shows us, so clearly, that
are called according to purpose.

         One economy

In this universe there is only one will and one p
pose, and there is also only one economy (oikonomia).  In
1 Timothy 1:3 Paul wanted Timothy to charge others
teach according to this one economy:  “As I urged 
when I went into Macedonia — remain in Ephesus t
you may charge some [not to teach differently].”  “
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teach differently” comes from a compound Greek w
heterodidaskaleo.  This word signifies something fine
than merely teaching false doctrines.  In the cont
teaching differently means to emphasize something
ferent from God’s one economy.

There are many things in the Bible.  There are g
biographies, genealogies, historical facts, and var
kinds of doctrines.  As a teacher of the Bible, you can p
up a particular subject that you like and emphasize 
But Paul is burdened to charge certain ones not to em
size the wrong thing, that is, not to teach differently fr
the unique emphasis of what he identifies as “Go
economy.”  In verse 4 Paul says, “nor give heed to fa
and endless genealogies, which cause disputes r
than [God’s economy], which is in faith.”

            Emphasizing minor things

 The apostle Paul charges certain brothers who
teaching among the saints not to get sidetracked with
kinds of things that arouse questions.  In other words
charge is to warn them not to emphasize minor things
not stress myths, genealogies, an improper emphas
the law, or your favorite subject.  Rather, in minister
the Word, aim at God’s economy.

The goal of Paul’s charge to not teach differen
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from God’s economy is “love [out of] a pure heart, a go
conscience, and [unfeigned] faith” (1 Tim. 1:5).  Th
love is related to Christ experientially being worked 
in our life.  Love out of a pure heart, out of a go
conscience, and out of unfeigned faith, has to do w
experiencing the Lord in a simple, pure way.  This is w
God’s economy does.  It does not leave you as a do
nally-minded Christian who measures others by d
trines and practices, stirring up questionings and deb
among believers.  God wants us to be calibrated no
emphasize minor things, but to stress the major revela
of His will, purpose, and economy, which is Chr
Himself to be everything to His redeemed people.  Co
sians 3:11 states it clearly:  “Christ is all and in all.”

       God’s economy refers to His plan and
             His arrangements to carry out that plan

The full significance of the term economy is that G
has a plan, and with that plan He has arrangemen
carry it out.  A plan with arrangements — this is t
meaning of “economy.”  God’s plan is related to His o
will and His one purpose of conforming man to the ima
of His Firstborn Son.  In other words, the plan in God’
economy is centered in Christ being dispensed into ma
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order that man would be saturated with Him.  With this p
God also has a number of arrangements to carry it ou

           The arrangement of creation

Creation was the first of the arrangements God m
to carry out His plan of dispensing His Son into man. 
created the universe with the heavens and the earth
after creation, the devil came in as a serpent to frus
God’s plan.  Man fell into sin and became separated f
God.  However, at this time God came in with the prom
of the Seed of the woman who would come one day
bruise the head of the serpent (Gen. 3:15).  Thus, whe
first arrangement of creation was apparently frustra
God made another arrangement, sending His Son a
Seed of the woman to provide redemption for man an
deal with God’s enemy, the devil.

Following creation, man became very degrad
Cain slew his brother and went out from the presenc
the Lord.  He then began to build a city without God (G
4:16-17).  From that point the world system started
develop, apart from God and His plan.  Man began to
on this earth apart from God’s original plan for creati
God had created man in His image for His plan, but n
man was away from God, living to himself, without a
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regard for God’s plan.
The account of man’s creation, purpose, fall, a

degradation is all recorded in Genesis 3—11.  Eventu
everything became so wicked that God had to judge
earth with water.  At that point, God made a furth
arrangement to carry out His original plan.  This arran
ment was to preserve Noah and his family in order to h
a new beginning on the earth for God’s plan.  Howe
man again fell further and further away from God a
went down into Babel, worshipping idols.  Even af
God had a new beginning with Noah, eventually m
again became degraded to an idolatrous existence.  
again God made another arrangement in His econom
carry His plan forward.  This arrangement centered in
man Abraham and his family.

    The arrangement of the called race

God appeared to Abraham in Mesopotamia and ca
him out to go into the land of Canaan.  Acts 7:2b sa
“The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham wh
he was in Mesopotamia . . .”  Also Hebrews 11:8 sa
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
to the place which he would afterward receive as
inheritance.  And he went out, not knowing where he 
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going.”  Thus, Abraham came out and crossed the r
Euphrates.  It was by this that the Hebrew nation 
born.  The meaning of the name Hebrew is “riv
crosser.”  Abraham crossed the river and thereafter
identified as a Hebrew (Gen. 14:13).  The significance of
being a Hebrew is related to being called out to fulfill Go
plan.  To do this it was necessary to cross the river.  Cro
the river means burying our old manner of life in order to
free for God’s plan.

Abraham came into the good land where God’s p
could be carried out.  God’s calling of Abraham to fo
the Hebrew nation was a major arrangement in 
process of fulfilling His plan in His economy.  During th
period of the Old Testament, God came and reve
Himself to man in many such marvelous ways, all
which pointed to and typified His Son and His plan.

    The arrangement of His incarnation

We have seen that with God’s plan come the vari
arrangements that God has made to execute the plan
is what is described as “God’s economy.”  After t
arrangement with the called race, God arranged for
actual sending of His Son, Jesus.  John 1:14 decl
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  T
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truly was one of the greatest arrangements that God m
in His economy.  God’s one will, one purpose, and 
economy is to have many sons in the image of His 
(Rom. 8:29; Heb. 2:10).  To accomplish this He sent 
Son.  Thus, the incarnation was a major part of the p

   The arrangement of His human living

    Following His incarnation, God’s Son lived a perfe
sinless human life for 33 1/2 years.  This was the n
major arrangement in the carrying out of God’s pl
Jesus passed through all kinds of experiences in
human life.  He faced sin, He faced the flesh, He faced
devil, He faced the world.  As a man, He overcame ev
obstacle and came out victorious.  The deep significa
of His human life is that this very same life that liv
victoriously in the flesh would be made alive in resurr
tion to become “a life-giving [Spirit]” (1 Cor. 15:45b).  A
the Spirit (John 14:16-18), He would enter into us (J
20:22), becoming a well within us (John 4:14) and supply
His victorious life into our being (John 15:4-5).  Surely, H
human living was a great arrangement in God’s economy.

     The arrangement of His crucifixion

Crucifixion was the next arrangement in God’s pl
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The Lord went to the cross and accomplished rede
tion. When the apostle Paul was revealing God’s econ
in Ephesians 1, he spoke of Christ in verse 7:  “In Him
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness o
sins, according to the riches of His grace.”

Not only was redemption accomplished by the Lor
death on the cross, but also all the problems and com
cations related to the old creation were solved.  
example, the flesh, the old man, the world, and the d
were terminated.  Paul also declares in Ephesians 2:1
that the dividing factors between mankind were de
with by the cross so that all peoples can be reconcile
one Body to God.  Thus, we can say that Christ’s de
was an all-inclusive arrangement in God’s economy

        The arrangement of His resurrection

Following His crucifixion, the Lord was resurrecte
His resurrection was another crucial arrangement 
vided by God in His one economy to impart life into 
In resurrection Christ became a life-giving Spirit (1 C
15:45b).  Indeed, on the day of resurrection Christ ca
to His disciples and breathed into them and said to th
“Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22).  This act sho
that the resurrection was not only Christ’s personal 
105



ery

n.
gen-
:3,
esus
got-
n of
t the
one
er to

ion.
and,
rth.
sus

an
re
the
our
ur
tory over death, but it was also His way to impart His v
life into man.

God’s imparting of His life is called regeneratio
The apostle Peter connects the resurrection with re
eration in the opening of his first Epistle.  In 1 Peter 1
he says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord J
Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has be
ten us again to a living hope through the resurrectio
Jesus Christ from the dead.”  Thus, we can see tha
resurrection issuing in regeneration was for God’s 
economy.  God used one arrangement after anoth
carry out His plan.

      The arrangement of His ascension

There was not only resurrection, but also ascens
In ascension Christ was seated at the Father’s right h
and all authority was given to Him in heaven and on ea
Thus, we have not only His life but also His authority.  Je
is Lord and He is also the Head of the Body.

All these arrangements — His incarnation, hum
living, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension — we
preparatory to His dispensing of Himself into us as 
Spirit.  This dispensing starts with regeneration in 
spirit, and ushers in His indwelling in our heart for o
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transformation into His image.  This is God’s one econo
We have seen that God’s arrangements started 

creation and continued through the entire Old Testam
period.  The apostle Paul speaks of God’s arrangem
in this way:  “[God] works all things according to th
counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11).  God’s will has 
counsel.  This simply means His will has an arrangem
God had a certain way that this plan would be carried
and this carrying out, or administration, of the plan is p
of His economy.

          The arrangements of regeneration
          and transformation into His image

As part of God’s plan, we were made with a spiri
soul, and a body (Gen. 2:7; 1 Thess. 5:23).  In 
economy, the arrangement is that we would be born a
and He would be dispensed into our spirit to begin
process of conforming us to His image.  In the Bi
God’s economy begins with creation and continu
through the Old Testament with the called race and 
the New Testament with His Son.  Then His Son
dispensed into our spirit.  Now His arrangement is 
our soul, with our mind, our emotions, and our w
would be conformed to the image of His Son.  This ta
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place in the realm of the Spirit.
 For this conformity, there is the absolute necessit

our being oriented to the Lord by walking according
spirit and knowing that realm.  So, for example, in 
morning when I am exercising my spirit by saying, “Lo
Jesus, I love You,” I am linked to the whole history
God’s economy.  His life is being dispensed into 
thoughts at the very beginning of the day.  Positively,
is using not only my touch with the Spirit, but He is a
using the “all things” mentioned in Romans 8:28. A
things are working together for good.  What is the go
The good is my being conformed to the image of His S
in Romans 8:29.  This means I have to handle 
problems in an altogether new way now.  If I see Go
economy, I am forbidden to murmur, to reason, o
complain about my spouse, my problems, my finan
my situation.  I am forever forbidden, if I am a pers
under the view of God’s economy.

 The arrangement of our environments

All the environments in our lives are under t
mighty, sovereign hand of God.  There is not one acci
in your life or my life.  It is all under God’s hand.  Wh
is it under His hand?  It is under His hand for good, 
is, for our being conformed to His image.
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Humanly speaking, we would not wish problems
sufferings on anyone.  But if whatever we go through w
bring us into a deeper touch with the Lord, then we sho
have Paul’s attitude as expressed toward the Corint
believers in 2 Corinthians 7:8-10a:  8  “For even if I made
you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I d
regret it.  For I perceive that the same epistle made
sorry, though only for a while.  9  Now I rejoice, not that
you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to rep
tance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner,
you might suffer loss from us in nothing.  10a  For godly
sorrow produces repentance to salvation. . . .”  In o
words, Paul’s letter caused some momentary sorrow
he apologized for that.  But, on the other hand, accor
to the principle of God’s economy, he could not reg
that they were made sorrowful.  Why?  Because t
being made sorrowful turned them back to God.  T
means they dealt with the Lord and experienced Him
their sorrow.  So, ultimately, because Paul was a pe
with a clear vision of God’s economy, he knew that 
Corinthians did not suffer loss in their sorrow, but rat
experienced a practical salvation.

To summarize again, economy refers to a plan w
arrangements. Creation was an arrangement, the ch
ing of the people of Israel was an arrangement.  Inca
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tion was an arrangement.  Jesus’ human living wa
arrangement.  Crucifixion and resurrection were arran
ments.  Ascension and His dispensing were each
arrangement.  And then regeneration was anothe
rangement.  It is all part of God’s economy.  And now
your daily living, even the disagreeable expression
your husband’s face is an arrangement.  Or your di
pointment because of an unmet need is also an arra
ment.  These arrangements in our environment ar
intended by God to bring us on in His economy.

Brothers and sisters, we are all linked to one will, o
purpose, and one economy, with many arrangement
I see this and you see this, we can only bow down and
“Lord, I repent for all my murmuring.  I only want t
know one thing in my life — to love You through all 
the sovereign arrangements of Your economy.”

All families have little problems, big problems, an
even sometimes storms.  Yet, through it all, when we
God’s economy we have a new sense of values.  Ou
desire is to experience Christ.  We want Christ.  We
that every kind of situation in our environment is for t
dispensing of His life into our mind, emotion, and wi

The best marriage counseling and fellowship is 
cording to God’s economy.  It is to hear that yo
marriage is a big arrangement that God has given yo
110



“all
r us
’s

we,
uild-
for
s

rate
ch,
att.
 in
The
s
re

 see
es in

 is
you to experience Christ.  Marriage is one of the 
things” which are divinely appointed arrangements fo
to be conformed little by little into the image of God
Son.  This is God’s one economy.

       The arrangement of the church

The next arrangement in God’s economy is that 
as the many brothers, are together experiencing the b
ing up of the church.  God’s economy is not only 
Christ to be formed in me individually, but it is for u
corporately to experience Christ together.  This corpo
experience of Christ results in the building of the chur
which the gates of Hades cannot prevail against (M
16:18).  Moreover, the building of the church today,
this age, is the present reality of the kingdom of God.  
Lord prayed to the Father, “Your will be done on earth a
it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).  But immediately befo
these words He said, “Your kingdom come.”  By putting
all these verses together in Matthew’s Gospel, we can
that God’s arrangement to have a builded church issu
bringing in the kingdom, thus fulfilling His will and
economy.

        The arrangement of the kingdom

God’s arrangement for the reality of the kingdom
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directly related to the building of the church with the r
experiences of Christ in all the members (Matt. 16:
19).  This is not something that can be devised 
organized by man’s wisdom.  Rather, the reality of 
kingdom comes as the overcoming saints are living
God’s economy, that is, as they are experiencing
divine dispensing of God into their whole being wh
passing through all kinds of environments.

Yes, we are all at different stages, yet we can
experience Christ and become material for the buildin
the church.  This building with Christ as the content is
reality of the kingdom (Rom. 14:17).  He lives, reign
and rules in us, and the devil is defeated (Rev. 11:15-
It is no longer my opinion, my view, or my way.  It 
Christ, the church, and the kingdom!

All of God’s providential arrangements in H
economy are for the answer to what He taught us to 
in Matthew 6:10, “Your kingdom come.  Your will b
done on earth as it is in heaven.”  There is a present reality
of the kingdom now in this age (Col. 1:13; Rom. 14:1
and there is a future manifestation of the kingdom at the
Lord’s second coming (2 Tim. 4:1).  Thus, the answe
the Lord’s specific petition is now being fulfilled in th
Holy Spirit and in the church life, and will one day app
in the future as a fully restored earth where He rules
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reigns in His glory with His saints (Acts 3:20-21; Re
5:9-10).

            The arrangement of the New Jerusalem

Ultimately in God’s one economy, He will admini
trate the universe to arrive at the consummation of
ages in the holy city, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1
Following the kingdom age of one thousand years, G
the Father has arranged that His Son will deliver up
kingdom to Him, that God may eternally be all in all
Cor. 15:23-28).

There are many arrangements — from creatio
the called race, to the Lord’s incarnation, human 
ing, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, dispensi
and indwelling, to our conformity, saturation, a
building up, to the kingdom, with Christ’s ruling an
reigning, to the New Jerusalem with the full expr
sion of God’s plan for the universe.  All these arran
ments make up God’s one economy.

This is one economy, having one plan with ma
arrangements.  And the glorious thing about it al
that each time we turn to the Lord and touch the Sp
we are actively participating in this one economy. W
are in the reality of God’s dispensing and adminis
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tion.  This is the mark, the goal.  This is the one will, 
one purpose, and the one economy.  This is the dispe
of His wonderful life into our being, to make us livin
stones for the building of the church, to bring in H
kingdom in order that God could consummate all thi
in the bride, the Lamb’s wife, which is the New Jeru
lem, fully expressing God’s glory.  Amen!

It is for this glorious expression that we hear 
Lord’s voice and follow Him.  Our comprehension of H
eternal purpose is a controlling factor in our daily life
know His voice.  Then as more of us come to unders
the nature of His voice and live compatibly with Him
a life-relationship, the fulfillment of His words in Joh
10:16 will be our enjoyment:

“And other sheep I have which are not
of this fold; them also I must bring, and
they will hear My voice; and there will

be one flock and one shepherd.”
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